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PREFACE. 


-p 

JL  HE  irregular  heats  and  extravagancies  of 
fame  late  pretenders  to  extraordinary  attainments 
in  religion ,  their  imaginary  divine  impulses,  and 
extatic  raptures,  -with  other  effects  of  their  difor - 
dered  fancies ,  have  caft  fuch  a  blemilh  upon  the 
chrifiian  profejfion ,  in  the  eyes  of  unfettled  and 
unthinking  people ,  that  it  is  well  if  too  many  are 
not  in  danger  of  calling  chriflianity  itfelf  into 
queJHon ,  from  the  manifeftly  falfe  pretences  and 
cnthufiafiic  fights  of  fome ,  who  have  put  in  a 
claim  to  fo  eminent  experience  in  the  divine  life . 
It  is  therefore  thought  needful ,  as  well  as  feafon- 
ahle  at  this  time ,  that  a  brief  and  plain  con  firm  a* 
ti©n  of  the  chrifiian  religion  be  fent  abroad  among 
our  people,  to  efiablifh  them  in  the  foundation  of 
our  eternal  hope — This  has  been  my  fpccial  mo¬ 
tive  to  the  publication  of  fome  of  the  firfi  of  the 
enfuing  Letters . 

On  the  other  hand,  whether  for  want  of  duly 
dfiinguifhing  between  delufive  appearances 
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the  genuine  effefts  of  an  efFufion  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  or  from  whatever  caufe.  fitch  has  been 
the  violent  oppofition  of  fome  to  the  late  revival 
of  religion  in  ike  land,  that  the  do  dir  me  of  fpecial 
grace  and  of  experimental  piety  feem  now  by 
too  many  not  only  rejected  and  oppofed,  but  even 
treated  with  contempt,  under  the  approbrious 
character  of  New  Light ;  as  if  they  had  never 
before  been  heard  of,  or  pr of effed  among  us.  This 
hake  to  be  one  of  the  dark  eft fy  nipt  oms  upon  this 
land,  that  we  have  ever  yet  feem— It  mvfl  on 
that  account  be  not  unfeafonable ,  to  reprefent  to 
our  people,  in  a  clear  and  diflincl  view,  the  ex¬ 
periences  of  vital  religion,  which  are  neceffary 
to  conflitute  them  chriftians  indeed.—  This  is 
aimed  at  in  the  publication  of  the  mof}  of  the  foL 
lowing  Letters . 

The  danger  we  fire  in  if  prevailing  antinomian- 
fra,  -and  the  atlual  prevalence  that  it  has  alrea¬ 
dy  obtained  ( especially  under  the  name  of  Mora-' 
vianifm)  in  fome  parts  of  the  country,  is  a  fuffi- 
cier.t  jiiftifi cation  of  the  attempt  I  have  made  to 
fit  the  foundation  error  of  the  antinomians  in  a 
true  light  ;  and  to  dif cover  its  dangerous  ten¬ 
dency. 

if  ar'c  inclined  to  cenfure  me,  for  troubling 
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the  world  with  new  diftourfes  upon  fueh  fubjeds , 
as  I  had  publicly  treated  on  before  ;  particularly 
the  evidences  of  chrifiianily ,  the  fo^ereign ty  of 
divine  grace,  faith  and  j  unification  ;  they  may 
confider,  that  thefe  are  moft  important  points y 
and^Lferve  the  mo  ft  particular  illujlration  ;  that 
there  is  at  this  time  a  fpecial  call  to  remove  the 
objections  again ft  them  out  of  the  way  j  and  that 
this  is  now  attempted  in  a  different  manner ,  from 
my  former  difcourfes  on  thefe  fubjeds  ;  and,  / 
truft,  with  fome  additional  evidence  to  the  truth. 

If  any  of  my  readers  are  Jo  curious  to  enquire , 
to  whom  thefe  letters  were  dire  died,  it  is  fuff- 
dent  anfwer ,  that  they  are  now  by  the  prejs  di • 
reded  to  them  ;  and  if  they  can  improve  them 
to  their fpiritual  advantage  fit  will  anfwer  the  end 
of  their  publication.-— May  the  b l effing  of  GOD 
attend  them  to  this  purpofe. 


J.  DICKINSON. 
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LETTER  I. 

Wherein  the  Danger  of  Infidelity  is  briefly  repre- 

Cented 

S  I  R, 

I  HEARTILY  rejoice  to  hear  from  you,  that 
youareatlaft  come  into  a  <c  Refolution,  imme¬ 
diately  to  enter  upon  a  ferious  and  impartial  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  Chriftian  religion. ”  What  you 
obferve  is  certainly  true,  that  “  This  is  an 
affair  of  too  great  confequence,  to  be  carelefThr 
neglected,  to  be  decided  at* the  club,  or  to  be  re¬ 
jected  by  wholefale,  with  the  too  common  argu¬ 
ments  of  mirth  and  raillery,  fneer  and  banter.” — 
I  Ihould  therefore  be  inexcufeable,  fhould  I  re- 
fufe  a  compliance  with  your requeft,  to  4  ‘  Main¬ 
tain  a  correfpondence  with  you  by  letter  ;  and 
afhit  you,  what  I  can,  in  your  inquiries  into  the 
truth  of  Chriftianity,  the  nature  of  the  Chriftian 
inftitution,  and  the  character  and  qualifications  of 
thofe  who  are  entitled  to  the  rewards  therein  pro- 


mifsd.”  But  what  can  a  gentleman  of  your  ca¬ 
pacities  expect  from  me  ?  And  has  not  this  caufe 
been  cleai  iy  and  fully  handled,  efpecially  of  late 
hv  a  vai  iety  of  autnors  ?  bias  it  not  triumphed 
overall  oppofition?  Have  not  its  poor  deluded  op- 
pofers  been  covered  with  lhame  and  confufion,  in 
ail  their  feeble  attempts  to  fubvert  our  faith, and  to 
deiiroy  the  bleffed  hope  of  our  future  happinefs  ? 
And  are  not  thefe  books  in  your  hands  ? — Bead 
them,  Sir,  with  that  attention,  which  fuch  an  aw¬ 
ful  and  important  affair  demands  of  you  ;  and  I 
think,  you  cannot  fail  of  obtaining  conviction  and 
fa  ti si  action* 

To  your  inquiry,  “  How  fhall  I  fi rft  enter  up. 
03  a  proper  diiquifition  of  this  caufe  ???  I  anfwer, 
in  a  few  words.  Conkder  the  importance  of  it  : 
Confider  I  intreat  you,  that  it  isan  eternal  concern. 
V/  ere  this  duly  confidered,  it  would  be  impolfible 
for  you  to  content  yourfelfin  fuch  a  hate,  wherein 
there  is  io  much  as  a  peradventure  as  to  the 
dreadful  and  afioniihing  confequsnces  of  a  difap- 
pointmento 

You  may  perhaps  have  hitherto  concluded  all 
revealed  religion  to  be  but  a  mere  cheat  and  im- 
pollure. — You  may  have  borne  your  part  in  the 
converfation  at  taverns  or  coffee- houfes  againll 
prielt-crafr,  cant,  and  enthufiafm.  You  may  have 
ridiculed  all  pretences  to  vital  piety  :  and  explo- 
ded  all  the  gofpel  doctrines  refpehting  future  re. 
wards  and  puniihments,  as  unreafonable,  or  unin¬ 
telligible  dreams  and  fiflions. — Well]  fhppofiug 
you  were  in  the  right,  what  happinefs,  what  com¬ 
fort  or  fatisfaftion  would  your  infidelity  afford 
you  ? — What  rational  man  would  envy  you  the 
confolation,  of  imagining  yourfelf  upon  a  level 
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with  the  beafts  and  of  expecting,  that  death  will 
terminate  all  your  hopes  and  fears  What  be¬ 
liever  would  part  with  the  glorious  hope,  of  eterr 
nal  and  inexprellible  iiappinefs  and  joy,,  for  the 
gloomy  profped  of  annihilation  l 

It  is  certain  upon  this  fuppoiition,  the  believer 
can  be  in  no  danger  ;  he  has  nothing  to  lofe,  or  to 
fear  :  but  has  every  way  the  advantage  of  you.— 
He  has  the  prefent  fatisfaction  of  being  a  favor¬ 
ite  of  heaven. — He  has  a  continual  fource  of  fup- 
port  and  comfort,  amidil  the  darked  fcenes  of 
providence,  from  the  gracious  promifes  of  the 
goipel.—  He  can  overcome  the  nail  eries  of  life  and 
the  terrors  of  death,  with  the  ravilhing  view  of  a 
blefTed  immortality. — And  it  is  certain,  if  miftakert 
he  will  never  lament  his  difappoincment  :  but 
fleep  as  quietly  in  a  ftate  of  non-exilience  as  you 
can  do. 

But  perhaps  I  have  miflook  your  fenti- 
ments.  You  may  poilibly  have  given  into  an 
opinion  of  a  future  ex'fience,  though  you  have 
called  the  truth  of  thegofpel  into  queftion  Be 
it  io.  Yet  upon  this  fuppofition  aifo,  the  believ¬ 
er  has  vaftiy  the  advantage  of  you.  He  has  all 
the  happinefs  in  this  life  which  Chriftiamty  af¬ 
fords  :  and  this  you  mu  if  be  a  ifranger  to.— He 
can  live  in  comfort,  and  die  in  peace.  His  reli¬ 
gion  deprives  him  of  nothing,  which  can  any  way 
contribute  to  his  rational  happjnefs  and  delight  * 
but  every  way  tends  to  fublerve  and  promote 
them.  ^  Ana  certainly  (even  upon  your  own  prin¬ 
ciples)  ne  may  have  as  fair  a  claim  to  fincerity  in 


his  endeavors  to  approve  himfelf  to 
Author  of  our  being,  as  you  can  ha 


o  the  plorious 

o 

lave  ;  and  con- 


fcquentiy  jas  good  a  profpeiS  of  future  hiciied^ 
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jielf.  So  that,  upon  the  whole,  it  is  evident  that 
,  ,  li0fhing  to  fear  from  bis  principles,  whe- 

t  her  they  be  true  or  fa  If e.— He  has  no  caufe  for 
™“e  reflections  s  What  if  I  am  miftaken  ! 

What  if  my  lentinients  (hould  prove  falfe,  when 
it  comes  to  the  decifive  trial ! 

And  now  let  us  turn  the  tables  ;  and  confider 
the  bitter  fruits  of  your  fatal  miltake,  if  Chriftiam- 
iy  /hould  at  laft  prove  true .  You  cannot  but  ac¬ 
knowledge,  that  there  have  been  great  numbers 
of  men  of  the  bcft  moral  qualifications,  whofe  in¬ 
tellectual  powers  were  no  ways  inferior  to  theirs 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion,  who  have  pro- 
idTed  the  truth,  and  experienced  the  power  of 
that  religion,  which  you  have  defpifed.  Kow 
m  any  molt  excellent  perfons,  of  the  greateft  inte- 
grity,  learning,  and  fagacity,  have  at  their  peril 
appeared  to  hand  by  this  caufe  ;  and  have  facrifi- 
ced  their  effaces,  their  honors,  and  their  lives;  to 
ine  defpiied  and  perfecuted  doctrines  of  the 
crofs  !  It  is  certain,  that  you  cannot  have  a  great¬ 
er  aflurance  of  being  in  the  right,  than  thefe  men 
have  had  ;  and  confequently  there  is  at  leaft  a 
probability  on  their  fide,  as  much  as  on  yours.— 
*  ou  yourlelf  therefore,  and  all  the  unbelieving 
gentlemen  of  your  acquaintance,  who  have  any 
degree  of  modefty  left,  inuit  neceffarily  own,  that 
the  caufe  poffibly  may  turn  out  againft  them. — 
And  what  if  it  ihould  !  1  am  even  afraid  to  re¬ 
present  the  torifequences  in  a  proper  light  ;  it 
^  ill  poflibly  be  efteemed  preachment  or  cant  ; 
or  be  voted  liarfh,  uncivil  or  unmannerly  treat¬ 
ment.  But,  fir,  I  would  pray  you  to  confider 
this  matter,  without  any  relent  me  nt  of  my  ruifick 
method  of  addrefs.  Confider  it  only  as  it  is  re- 
prefented  in  the  Scriptures  ;  and  in  that  view  it 
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will  appear,  that  the  dreadful  corrfuilon,  the  ama¬ 
zing  horror,  and  the  eternal  mifery,  which  will 
he  the  confequence  of  your  infidelity,  will  be 
vaflly  beyond  me  iitmofl  ltretch  of  your  molt  ex¬ 
alted  apprehenfion  or  imagination.  As  loon  as 
your  foul  isfeparated  from  your  body,  it  will  be¬ 
come  the  immediate  objecl:  of  the  divine  wrath  ; 
and  how  lightly  foever  you  may  think  of  thefe 
things  at  prefenr,  you  will  find,  that  is  a  fee  irful 
thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God*  \V  hen 
the  great  Judge  of  the  world  lhail  dtfeend  from  hea¬ 
ven,  to  take  vengeance  on  all  thofe  who  do  not  obey 
the gofpel  of  Jefus  Cbrift ,  where  will  our  unbeliev¬ 
ing  gentlemen  appear  ?  Will  not  their  mirth  be 
quite  fpoiled,  their  farcaftic  flouts  .and  fleers  be 
forever  os7er,  when  they  mint  (land  trembling  at 
the'left  hand  of  their  J  udge,  having  no  pohible 
refuge  to  betake  thernfel ves  to,  no  plea  to  make 
for  their  infidelity,  no  place  of  retreat  in  a  d if— 
fol v in ?r  world,  to  hide  their  heads  !  What  com- 

c)  t  7 

fort  will  it  then  -fiord  them,  to  fay,  “  AWs  ! 
how  have  we  been  deceived  1  We  never  thought 
it  would  have  come  to  this  •  Now  we  have  found 
to  our  coll,  that  there  is  fome  tiling  tore  in  the 
doftrmes  of  a  final  retribution,  than  fa  bit  or  fiction, 
prieft-craft  or  fanaticifm,  however  wt  n  <ve,  in 
the  gaiety  of  our  temper,  rejected  and  fifed 
them.”  Will  they  then  be  pofiefled  of  a  lull;  vie  t 
bravery  and  pre fence  of  mind,  to  out  face  the  r 
glorious  Judge  ;  and  to  hear  with  intrepidity  the 
terrible  lenience,  Depart ,  ye  cuffed ,  into  ever  la  h  - 
mg  fire ,  prepared  for  the  devil  -end  his  angels  / 
W ill  they  with  their  ufual  frolic,  humor,  endure 
the  execution  of  this  fentence  ;  and  with  fnort 
and  paftime,  welter  in  the  eternal  flames  of  that 
furnace  of  fire,  that  is  the  deftined  abode  of  eve¬ 
ry  final' unbeliever  r1 


Now,  fir,  does  it  not  infinitely  concern  you, 
to  conllder  the  cafe  before  you  in  this  awful  view, 
to  compare  and  make  a  proper  eftimate  of  the 
inconceivable  different  flares  of  the  believer  and 
the  infidel,  both  with  refpedl  to  time  and  eterni¬ 
ty  ;  and  to  enter  upon  the  difquifition  you  pro- 
pofe,  with  a  mind  duly  imprefled  with  the  vaff 
importance  of  your  coming  to  a  fafe  conclu¬ 
sion  ? 

You  tell  me,  that  you  u  Cannot,  from  the  na¬ 
ture  ot  things,  fee  any  neceiTity  of  fuch  a  way  of 
fsl vation,  ns  the  gofpel  propofes.  The  light  of 
nature  teaches  us,  that  God  is  merciful  ;  and 
confequently  that  he  will  pardon  Tinners,  upon 
their  repentance  and  amendment  of  life;”  Let 
us  then  confider  this  cafe  impartially v 

I  think  there  is  no  need  of  arguments  to  con- 

eta 

vince  you,  that  you  are  a Jinner .  Do  but  ednfider 
the  natural  tendency  of  your  afFedfons,  appetites, 
and  pafiions  ;  and  review  the  pall  conduct  of 
your  life  ;  and  a  demonftratiori  of  this  fad  truth 
will  unavoidably  flare  you  in  the  face.  Let  any 
man  enter  into  himfelf  ;  and  ferioivOy  con  fid  er 
the  natural  operations  of  his  own  mind  ;  and  he 
muff  neoefiarily  find,  that  inflead  of  a  frequent 
and  delightful  contemplation  of  the  perfections  of 
the  Divine  nature,  inilead  of  a  thankful  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  his  obligations  to  the  divine  goodnefs 
and  beneficence,  and  iniiead  of  that  fublime  plea- 
fore  and  latisfadlion,  that  Ihould  flow  from  the 
remembrance  of  his  Creator  and  Benefador,  his 
affections  are  naturally  following  mean,  low  and 
tmrcaionable,  if  not  vile  and  wicked,  entertain¬ 
ments  and  gratifications.  lie  will  find,  that  all 
communications  with.  his  glorious  Creator  arc 
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naturally  painful  and  uneafy  to  him  :  while  every 
trifling  amufement,  and  the  vile  ft  fenlual  object 
of  his  thoughts,  find  a  more  eaiy  entrance,  and  a 
more  peaceable  reft  in  his  foul-  From  hence  it  is 
moft  evident,  that  the  heart  is  revolted  from  God  ; 
and  that  we  have  fubfiituted  the  creature  in  his 
ftead,  as  the  object  of  our  puriuit  and  delight.  And 
befides  this,  who  are  there  among  the  belt  of  die 
children  of  men,  whofe  conferences  will  not  charge 
them  with  innumerable  actual  tranfgreihons  of  the 
law  of  nature  ?  From  this  view  of  the  cafe,  you 
mult  therefore  certainly  find  yourfelfin  a  ftate  of 
moral  pollution  and  guilt. 

And  can  you  in  fuch  a  ftate  as  this,  refledl  upon 
a  God  of  infinite  purity  and  juftice  with  comfort 
and  courage?  Will  not  confcience  fly  in  your 
face,  and  upbraid  you  with  your  guilt  and  dan¬ 
ger  ?  Does  not  your  reafon  tell  you,  that  the 
great  Creator  and  Governor  of  the  work!  is  too 
holy  to  approve,  and  too  juft  to  overlook,  fuch  a 
fixed  averfiori  to  him  ;  and  fuch  numerous  fins 
and  provocations  again  ft  him,  as  you  cannot  hut 
charge  to  your  own  account  ? 

But  “  God  is  merciful. 99  True,  he  is  fo,  to  all 
proper  abjefts  of  mercy  ;*  and  in  a  way  agreeable 
to  the  laws  of  his  immutable  juftice  and  holinefs. 
But  can  you  fuppofe,  that  God  will  give  up  his 
juftice  and  holinefs,  as  afacriflce  to  his  mercy,  out 
of  compaflion  to  thofe,  who  defer v-e  no  pity  from 
him,  to  thofe  who  ref  life  the  offers  of  his  mercy 
in  the  gofpel,  becaufe  difagreeable  to  their  finfui 
denres  and  imaginations  ? 

}  »  C  :  ' 

Eut  ^'Repentance  will  entitle  the  (inner  to 


C  14  ]> 


pardon,  without  any  other  atonement.”  Are 
you  lure  of  this?  Certain  it  is,  that  mankind  have 
always,  in  all  ages,  thought  ot aerwile.  What 
elfe  was  the  meaning  of  thofe  facrifices,  that  have 
every  where  obtained  ;  and  what  the  meaning 
of  thole  fuperititious  auiterities,  and  fevere  penan¬ 
ces,  that  have  been  fo  commonly  pradifed  in  the 
Heathen  world,  if  fome  atonement  belide  repen¬ 
tance,  was  not  thought  necelfary  to  pacify  an  of¬ 
fended  deity?  Confider,  1  in  treat  you,  that  as  fin 
is  contrary  to  the  divine  nature,  it  mult  be  the 
objed  of  God’s  difpleafure.  As  it  is  contrary 
the  rules  of  his  governing  the  world,  it  muft  de- 
ferve  pu milling.  If  God  be  the  redor  and  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  world,  he  mult  have  fome  laws  to 
govern  by*  It  he  has  laws  to  govern  by,  they 
mull  have  fome  penalties  to  enforce  them.  If  his 
laws  have  penalties  annexed  to  them,  thele  niuffr 
be  executed  ;  or  elfe  they  would  be  but  fcare- 
crows,  without  truth  or  jufiice*  I  intreat  you 
alio  to  confider,  how  the  repentance  of  a  guilty 
criminal  can  anfvver  the  demands  of  j office. 
What  i'atisfaclion  will  our  forrow  for  fin  afford 
to  the  Divine  Being  ?  How  will  it  repair  the 
dishonor  done  to  the  perfedions  of  his  nature  ? 
How  will  it  r edify  our  depraved  appetites  and 
pi  (lions  ;  and  qualify  us  for  the  enjoyment  of  his 
favor?  Ho  v  ill  it  vindicate  his  holinefs  ;  and 
difeover  to  the  rational  world,  his  natural  aver- 
fion  to  fin  and  finners  ?  Or  how  will  the  fear  of 
God’s  difpleafure  be  a  fufficient  reflraint  to  men’s 
lofts  and  vicious  appetites  if  finners  may  fuppofe, 
that  when  tiiey  have  gratified  their  luffs  and  ta¬ 
ken  their  f  *  ing  in  fin,  they  can  repent  when  they, 
pleafe  ;  and  thereby  have  an  accefs  to  the  favor 
of  God  ?  In  a  word,  what  evidence  can  you  poJ- 
fibly  pretend  to  from  -the  light  of  nature;  that 


C  15  3 


repentance  only  will  fatisfy  the  divine  judice, 
and  reconcile  you  to  ood  ? 

But  after  all,  were  it  even  fuppofed  that  re¬ 
pentance  would  neceflarily  give  us  a  claim  to  mer¬ 
cy,  without  any  other  fmsfaftion  to  God’s  juifice 
it  mull  then  be  another  fort  of  repentance,  than 
you  feem  rofuppofe.  You  mud  then  allow,  that 
this  repentance  mud  be  a  thorough  change  of 
heart  and  life.  For  you  can  hardly"  f^ppoie,  that 
we  are  qualified  lor  God’s  favor,  while  all  the 
powers  of  our  fouls  are  in  direft  oppofliion  and 
averfion  to  him.  Anti  is  this  repentance  in  our 
power  ?  Can  we  at  pltafure  renew  our  own 
fouls  ;  and  give  ourfelves  new  affedions,  difpo- 
dtions  defires,  and  delights  ?  Can  we  change 
the  bent  and  bias  of  our  inclinations  to  the^Jbjefts 
ot  fenfe,  and  bring  ourfelves  to  love  God  above 
all  things  ;  and  to  take  our  chief  delight  and 
complacency  in  him  !  i  bis  mud  be  obtained,  in 
order  to  enjoy  the  favor  of  God.  And  yet  it  is 
manifeftly  out  of  our  reach.  It  mult  be  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  an  almighty  pow  er. 


.  I  hope  you  may  now  fee  the  necetfiry  of  a  'Sa¬ 
viour,  both  to  expiate  your  fin  and  guilt,  which 
your  repentance  can  never  do  ;  and  to  fau&ify 
your  depraved  foul  ;  and  make  you  meet  for  the 
fer vice  and  enjoyment  of  God.  If  thefe  are  ob¬ 
tained.  you  mud  be  certainly  and  eternally  fi.fe  : 
but  if  you  dare  venture  into  eternity  without 
them,  I  mud  needs  fay  you  do  not  w  ant  courage. 


j-  011  fee,  I  have  addrefTed  vou  v  ith  unreferved 
free  dom  and  familiarity.  I  have  overlooked  the 
d.  dance  of  your  cha rafter  ;  and  treated  you  as  if 
v.  c  wet  e  in  the  fame  date  of  equality  now  as  we 
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/Hail  quickly  find  ourfelves  before  the  tribunal 
of  our  glorious  Judge. —  1  he  caufe  requires  this 
my  hands  ;  and  I  Ihould  have  been  unfaithful, 
I  iVMi  almoft  laid,  unmerciful  to  you,  if  I  had  not 
failed  of  the  decorum,  which  would  have  been 
my  duty  to  have  obferved  in  any  other  cafe.  I 
liia/i  thei eiore  depend  upon  your  candid  inter* 
pr(  tation  of  this  unpolifhed  add  refs ;  and  your 

kiiid  acceptance  of  the  faithful  deflo-Qs  and  deiires 
of, 

SIR; 

Your  moil  obedient 

humble  fervant. 


LETTER  II. 

Wherein  a  br  iff  and  general  view  is  given  of  the 
Evidences  oj  Christianity* 

S  I  .R, 

— vt-y’ 

.X  OU  tell  me,  u  My  letter  had  almoft  thrown 
you  into  a  fit  of  the  fpleen.”  But  I  cannot  but 
nope,  from  your  u  Awful  concern,  left  you  meet 
with  the  confulion  1  have  therein  deferibed,” 
that  it  will  have  a  better  eifedf.  I  acknowledge, 
that  i<  A  pathetic  declamation  cannot  be  received 
for  argument.”'  And  that  “  Your  faith  mult 
be  built  upon  evidences,  that  will  reach  the  uti- 
derftcinding,  as  well  as  the  fofter  pallions  of  the 
foul.”  But  w h a t  evidence  do  you  deftre  or 
want,  of  the  truth  of  Chriftianity  ?  Confider, 
In*.  Coni uit  your  books  and  your  friends. 
Make  your  dern  .nds  as  large  as  you  or  they  can 
contrive.  And  .vhatever  rational  evidence  you 
arc  pleated  to  aik  for,  Shall  be  at  your  i'civice*— 


[  17  3 


I  have  myfelf  with  particular  application,  been 
confidering,  what  reafonable  evidence  can  pof- 
fibly  be  confulted  or  deli  red,  which  the  glorious 
God  has  not  already  given  us,  in  confirmation  of 
the  ChriAian  inditution  ;  and  I  find  nothing 
wanting*  which  we  are  capable  of  receiving; — 
And  I  cannot  but  prefume,  that  if  you  like  wife 
would  impartially  and  in  earned:  put  yourfelf  Up¬ 
on  the  fame  enquiry,  you  mult  meet  with  a  full 
and  complete  fatisfadiou. 

You  will  certainly  acknowledge,  that  the  great 
Creator  is  capable  feme  wav  or  other  t©  commu¬ 
nicate  his  will  to  intelligent  beings,  with  fuffi-cient 
evidence  that  the  revelation  is  from  him.  Now, 
what  I  tlefire  of  you  is  to  fit  down,  and  conink 
upon  fooie  fuch  means  of  doing  this,  as  would 
lirike  your  mind  with  the  ftrongefl  convidion, 
obviate  all  your  doubts,  and  give  you  the  fulled 
confirmation  of  the  divine  original  of  fuch  a  reve- 
lat  ion.  When  you  are  come  to  a  point,  conlider 
the  credentials  of  chrifHanity  ;  and  fee  whether 
you  can  find  what  you  yourfelf  would  demand,  and 
what  you  fuppole  mod  likely  to  give  you  fatis- 
facYion. 

Would  you  exped  from  fuch  a  revelation,  a 
reafonable  account  of  bur  firlt  original  ?  Look 
into  the  Mofaic  hiftory  of  the  creation  ;  and  there 
you  will  find,  how  the  world,  and  how  yourfelf 
originally  fprang  from  the  divine  Fiat  ;  and  in 
what  manner  we  are  the  offspring  of  God.  . 

Would  you  exped  a  narrative  of  fuch  circum- 
ffances  of  God’s  difpertfations  towards  us  from 
the  beginning, as' would  be  correspondent  w  ith  our 
coniiant  experience  and  obfervation  ?  The  fame 
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hiftory  will  inform  you  of  thofe  irregular  afferti- 
ons,  and  vitiated  appetites  and  pafiions,  which 
every  man  finds  in  himfelf ;  and  which  have 
brought  fdch  deftrurtion  and  mifery  upon  the 
world,  in  all  its  fucccflive  periods,  fince  Adam's 
fall. 

Would  you  expert,  that  there  fliould  be  early 
intimations  of  the  method  of  our  recovery  from 
the  (late  of  tin  and  guilt,  which  we  had  brought 
ourfelves  into  by  our  apoftacy  ?  You  will  there 
alio  find  the  gracious  promife,  that  the  feed  of  the 
woman  fhallbruife  the  ferpent's  head  ;  and  deliver 
us  from  the  deadly  effects  of  his  malicious  temp- 
tation. 

Would  you  defire  to  find  a  particular  prediction 
©f  the  promifed  Saviour ,  by  whom  we  are  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  redemption  ;  his  lineage  and  defcent,  the 
time,  place,  and  manner  of  his  birth,  the  circum- 
ftances  of  his  life,  death,  and  refurrertion,  a  par¬ 
ticular  defcription  of  the  nature,  the  fubjerts,  and 
the  continual  progrefs  of  his  kingdom  l  Read  the 
prophefies  of  the  old  teftarnent  ;  and  read  the 
hiftory  of  the  new;  and  you  will  find  fuch  a 
correspondence  and  agreement,  as  will  afford  you 
matter  of  fulleft  fatisfa&ion,  that  they  are  both 
from  God. 

Would  you  expert  that  there  fhould  be  feme 
means  to  keep  the  promifed  Saviour  in  the  con¬ 
tinued  view  of  God’s  people,  before  his  artual 
and  perlonal  manifeftation  ;  and  to  keep  alive  their 
faith  and  hope  in  him  ?  What  were  all  their 
facrifices,  their  legal  purifications,  their  priest¬ 
hood,  and  all  their  long  train  of  rites  and  ce- 
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remonies,  but  inftitucions  purpofely  adapted  to 
that  end  ? 

Would  you  exped  repeated  and  renewed  tef- 
timonies  from  heaven,  to  the  prof  effing  people 
of  God,  that  their  religion  was  from  him;  and 
that  their  faith  and  hope,  excited  by  t'nefe  typi¬ 
cal  inftituiions,  were  built  upon  a  lure  foundation  ? 
Such  were  the  miracles  frequently  wrought  a- 
mong  them,  the  manifeltation  of  the  divine  pre¬ 
fence  in  the  Sechinah,  the.r  Urim  and  Thumminj, 
their  frequent  oracles ,  their  fucceffion  of  prophets, 
whole  predictions  refpeding  the  Jews  themfelves, 
and  the  nations  round  about  them,  were  continu¬ 
ally  fulfilled  and  fulfilling  before  their  eyes  ;  and 
the  accomplishment  of  many  of  them,  are  appa¬ 
rently  open  and  vilible  to  us  alfo. 

Would  you  fuppofe,  that  near  the  predicted 
time  of  the  Saviour’s  appearance,  not  only  the 
Jewilh  nation,  but  all  others  that  were  acquainted 
with  their  facred  books,  would  live  in  raifed  ex* 
pedations  of  this  great  and  wonderful  event  ?  — 
You  will  find  in  the  Gofpels,  in  Jofephus,*  Ta¬ 
citus,!  and  Suetonius,  J  that  this  was  the  cafe  in 
fad. 

Would  you  exped,  that  when  the  Saviour  did 
appe  ar,  he  would  by  the  holinefs  and  beneficence 
of  his  life,  and  by  numerous  open  and  uncontefted 
miracles,  give  fuch  atteftation  to  his  divine  mif- 
fion,  as  would  be  fufficient  evidence,  that  he  was 

* 
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indeed  the  Meffiah  fo  frequently  predicted  and  fio 
earneftiy  expend  ?  Does  not  the  facred  hiftori? 
ans  anfwer  your  highefl  expiations,  in  this  re- 
fpecl  ?  In  them  you  find,  that  the  dead  were  raif- 
ed,  the  tick  healed,  the  maimed  reflored  to  the 
ufe  of  their  limbs,  the  fight  of  ttie  blind  recover¬ 
ed,  the  deaf  brought  to  their  he;  ring,  the  lepers 
cleanfed,  the  demons  ejected  ;  and  m  a  word, 
that  the  whole  time  of  his  miniftry  was  a  contin¬ 
ued  fuceeflion  of  the  mod:  beneficent  and  affonifh- 
ing  miracles  ;  miracles  as  furpriiing  in  their  na¬ 
ture,  as  their  number,  finch  as  vail ly  exceeded 
the  power  of  all  created  beings  ;  and  were  there¬ 
fore  the  ifrongeft  testimony  from  heaven,  that 
this  Saviour  moft  certainly  was,  what  he  himfelf 
profeiTed  to  be. 

W ould  you  expert,  that  this  Saviour  fliould  ve¬ 
rify  his  divine  million,  to  future  times,  by  prophe- 
fies  of  fiucceeding  events?  Do  not  the  evangelifls 
afford  you  many  inllances  of  fuch  predictions, 
which  have  been  clearly  and  fully  accomplished  ? 
In  thefie  hiftorians  you  will  find,  how  he  foretold 
the  treafon  of  Judas,  the  fhameful  fall  of  Peter, 
with  the  flight  of  all  his  dificiples,  in  that  gloomy, 
dreadful  night,  w  hen  the  Shepherd  was  f, mitten , 
and  the  Sheep  fcattered .  In  thefe  you  will  find, 
how  he  foretold  the  time  and  manner  of  his  own 
death,  the  term  of  his  continuance  in  the  crave. 

'  %  \lx  / 

with  his  glorious  rdurredfion  and  aficenfion* — 
You- will  there  alfio  find  ‘him  foretelling  the  mif- 
fioir,  divine  infipiration,  miraculous  powers,  and 
glorious  finccefis  of  his  apoftles  ;  and  their  fellow- 
labourers  in  the  gofipel  miniflry.  Thefe  hiiiori- 
ans  do  likewife  fi  t  before  you,  his  particular  pre¬ 
diction  of  the  deffruCtion  of  jerufalem  ;  and  the 
abolition  of  the  temple,  with  the  prodigies  which 
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preceded,  the  tribulation  which  accompanied,  and 
the  difperfion  of  the  Jewilh  nation  which  follow¬ 
ed,  that  amazing  deflation.  And  does  it  not  fur- 
prize  you  to  find  from  Jofephus,  that  the  3.4th 
chapter  of  Mathew,  and  the  2ifl  chapter  of  Luke 
are  more  like  a  hiflory  than  a  prophecy  of  that 
dreadful  event  ? — If  you  fhould  yet  further  ex- 
pe6l  iome  predidions  from  him,  that  extend  to 
the  pi  dent  time,  and  are  now  vihbly  accompliih- 
ed  before  your  eyes  ;  has  he  not  foretold,  and 
clo  you  not  find  it  true,  that  Jerufalem Jfhall  conti¬ 
nue  to  be  trodden  down  of  the  Gentiles  until  the 
time  of  the  Gentiles  he  fulfilled  ? 


Would  you  expee%  that  when  this  Meffiah, 
according  to  the  prophefies  concerning  him,  was 
cut  oif,  he  iliould  declare  himfelf  the  Son  of  God 

with  power,  by  his  re  fur  region  from  the  dead  P _ 

And  has  it  not  appeared  true,  that  no  precaution 
by  lealing  his  tomb  and  fettisg  a  guard  over  it 
CwU.d  pi  event  his  triumph  over  the  grave  ;  and 
his  appearing  to  great  numbers  of  his  difdples  • 
and  frequently  and  familiarly  converting  With 
-ome  of  them,  for  forty  days  together  ;  an~d  final- 
ly  amending  np  to  heaven  before  their  eyes. 


Would  you  exp  eft  that  his  difcipJes,  who  were 
eye  and  ear  witneffes  of  his  life,  death,  refurreftioti 
andakenfion  ;  and  could  not  poflibly  be  deceived 
in  facts  fo  open  to  all  their  fenfes,  ihould  at  their 
peril  preach  this  Saviour  to  the  world  ;  and  con¬ 
tinually  undergo  a  life  of  painful  travel  and  fa- 
,£uef  Poverty  and  reproach,  opposition  and  per- 

\v-inl1°b  t“P1‘°Pagate  his  gofpd  ;  and  that  they 
r  , fina  ly  racnfice  their  lives  in  the  caufe,  and 
:c‘"  “,J,clr  with  their  blood  ?— j  his  they 

tipve  done,  and  it  is  impoffihle  that  more  could  be 
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done  :  to  raife  their  truth  and  fincerity  above  all 
fu.picion# 

Would  you  expert,  that  thefe  difc'ples  ihoujd 
be  extraordinary  and  peculiarly  qualified  for  their 
great  work  ;  and  fent  forth  to  the  nations  with 
fuiftcient  credentials,  to  confirm  their  teftimpny 
and  make  their  do&rines  credible  ?  What  greater 
furniture  can  you  pofhbly  luppofe  needful  in  futh 
a  cafe,  than  for  a  number  of  unlearned  men  and 
women,  to  be  inifantaneoufly  endued  with  an  in¬ 
timate  and 'familiar  acquaintance  with  all  forts  of 
languages  ;  and  (not  as  pretended  by  force 
Euergumcns  and  the  modern  French  prophets, 
have  their  organs  of  fpeech  improved  by  the  De¬ 
vil,  in  pronouncing  languages  which  they  did  not 
undc-ribind  ;  but)  capable  conftantly  and  familiar¬ 
ly  to  converft  with  every  nation  in  their  own 
proper  fpeech  ;  and  with  grearefl  propriety  tp 
wrue,  and  tranfmit  to  pofierity,  the  hillory 
and  rekgion  of  their  lord  and  matter  in  a  foreign 
language  which  they  had  never  learned.  Can 
you,  fir,  poffibly  imagine  a  greater  and  brighter 
driplay  of  the  immediate  agency  and  omnipotent 
ppwer  of  the  glorious  author  of  our  beings,  than 
thus  at  once  to  enlarge  the  mind,  and  furniih  it 
withfuch  an  amazing  extent  of  knowledge,  while 
God  him/ elf  has  borne  them  witnefs,  with  jlgns  and 
' wonders  ;  and  with  diverfe  miracles ,  and  gifts  of  the 
'Holy  Ghojt ,  according  to  his  own  will ? 

f  nppofe  you  fhould  fee  fome  unlearned  ruflics 
with  whom  you  are  acquainted,  pretending  to  a 
new  revelation  •  and  confirming  their  pretences, 
by  fpeaking  familiarly  all  the  languages  of  Europe, 
by  healing  the  fick  and  decrepid  with  a  word, 
yaifing  the  dead  to  life,  and  ftrikbg  men  dead  by 
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a  word,  revealing  the  fecrets  of  other  merits 
hearts,  communicating  thefe  and  filch  like  powers 
to  others  by  the  impofition  of  their  hands;  and 
declaring  to  you  that  it  was  not  by  their  own 
power  or  holinefs,  that  they  performed  thefe 
Works  :  Should  you  find  the  itri&eft  holinefs  and 
eon  form  ity  to  the  divine  nature,  joined  with  thefe 
miraculous  powers ;  Would  you  not  believe  the 
truth  ot  their  pretentions?  Would  you  not  ac» 
knowledge,  that  God  was  in  them  of  a  truth? 

Would  you  expecft  that  thofe  men,  who  were 
lent  out  to  preach  and  propagate  a  new  religion 
in  the  world,  fbould  themlelves  be  infpired  with  a 
prophetic  fpirit  ;  and  capable  to  foretel  future 
events  ?  And  is  not  this  alfo  vifibJv  fa£t,  in 
the  cafe  before  us  ?  Have  they  not  diftin&ly  fore¬ 
told  the  ftate  and  fate  of  the  church  in  all  its  pe¬ 
riods,  until  the  confummation  of  all  things  ?  Do 
not  we  ourlelves  fee  their  predictions  exa&Jy  and 
circumftantially  verified,  with  refped:  to  the  rife 
reign,  and  rage  of  anti-chrift  ;  and  with  refpeA 
to  the  Jews  ftill  continuing  a  diftinA  people  5 
and  remaining  in  their  unbelief,  until  God  (hall 
again  grafr  them  into  the  olive-tree,  from  whence 
they  have  been  cut  off?  ‘  ' 

W ol1^  you  expeA  that  the  Meffiah  fbould  prof, 
per  and  fucceed  thofe  difciples,  whom  he  fhould 
lend  out  to  propagate  the  gofpel  among  the  na¬ 
tions  by  the  converfion  of  multitudes  to  the  faith  - 
and  do  we  not  find  in  faA,  that  he  has  affified  a 
iew  mean  unlearned  fifhermen,  without  riches  or 
power,  art  or  eloquence,  to  triumph  over  all  the 
prejudices  in  men  s  minds  againft  the  doctrines 
oc  the  ci  ofs,  over  all  tne  bitter  oppolition  of  rhe 
rulers  of  the  world;  all  the  riveted  prepoficlfions 
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among  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  to  their  ancient 
religon  ;  and  all  the  learning  of  Greece  and 
Rome  '  and  to  bring  fo  great  a  part  of  the  world 
into  a  pi  oi tiled  fubjediion  to  the  crofs  ©f  Chrift  ! 

Would  you  expert,  that  the  religion  of  fuch  a 
Saviour  fhould  be  every  way  worthy  of  God, 
agreeable  to  all  his  glorious  perfedlons  ;  and  eve¬ 
ry  way  fuitable  for  man,  perfective  of  his  nature., 
and  adapted  to  his  welfare,  in  every  ftation,  re¬ 
lation,  and  capacity  that  he  fuftains  in  this  w  orld, 
as  well  as  to  his  eternal  intereft  in  the  world  to 
come  ?  All  this  (I  think)  is  what  Deifts  themfelves 
are  forced  to  allow* 

Would  you  expert  fome  apparent  influence  of 
this  religion,  upon  the  hearts  and  lives  of  thofe 
who  fincerely  profcfs  it ;  and  who  commit  their 
fouls  and  eternal  interests  into  the  hands  of  this 
Savour  ?  And  do  not  you  yourielf  fee  this  con¬ 
tinually  exemplified  ?  Do  not  every  body  lee, 
that  they  who  cordially  receive  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  for  their  Prince  and  Saviour,  are  diftin- 
guilhcd  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  by  the  exer- 
cife  of  love  both  to  God  and  man  ?  Is  not  the 
fdiange  wrought  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  fucb, 
vifible  to  every  obferver,  in  the  blefied  fruits  of 
holinefs,  righteoulhefs,  charity  and  beneficence  ? 
This  change  they  themfelves  profefs  to  have  ex- 
perenced,  by  their  exercife  of  faith  in  the  Lord 
jefus  Chrift.  This  experience  they  juftify  to  the 
world,  by  the. Heady  condudd  of  their  lives.- — And 
thus  the  great  redeemer  approves  himfelf  indeed 
the  great  phyflcian  of  fouls,  by  recovering  all 
from  their  fpiritual  ip  ala  dies,  who  apply  to  uip| 
and  depend  upon  him  for  a  (jure? 
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W ould  you  expect  a  confident  and  harmonious 
fcheme  of  religion,  through  all  the  parts  or  dh  me 
revelation?  And  is  it  not  wonderful  to  obferve, 
how  the  new  teftarnent  every  way  an'fwers  the 
deligti  of  the  old  ;  and  how  all  the  numerous 
writers  of  thefe  (acred  hooks,  notvvkhiranding 
their  very  different  manner  of  writing,  the  very 
diflant  ages  in  which  they  wrote,  and  the  very 
different  circumfhnces  of  the  church  in  their  re¬ 
spective  times  of  writing,  have  yet.  all  taught  the 
fame  doCtrines,  all  defcnbed  the  fame  dangers, 
and  all  pointed  out  the  fame  way  to  eternal  falva- 
tion  i 

Thus,  fir,  T  have  fet  before  you,  in  the  clofeft 
snd  moil  connected  view,  fome  brief  hints  of  the. 
credentials  of  chriftianity.  I  know  you  are  ca¬ 
pable  of  extending  your  demands  yet  further, 
and  of  propofing  Tomething  elfe,  that  may  (till 
ferve  to  reflect  new  light  upon  the  chriitian  reve¬ 
lation  :  And  there  is  yet  much  more  at  your  fer- 
vice,  when  you  will  be  pleafed  to  make  your  de¬ 
mands.  You  mult  however  in  the  mean  time; 
allow-  me  the  freedom  to  fay,  that  the  evidence 
now  in  view  is  fufficient  to  fill  the  mind  of  every 
unprejudiced  perfon,  with  a  neceiTary  and  infalli¬ 
ble  certainty  of  the  truth  we  are  enquiring  aftetv 
Delioerately  confider  each  of  thefe  arguments 
feparately  and  particularly  ;  confider  them  all  in 
their  connection  and  relation  to  each  other  ;  and 
then  try  whether  you  can  refufe  your  affent  to 
the  gdfpel  of  Chrift. 
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may  be  depended  upon,  as  certainly  true  ?  How 
do  I  know  the  congruity  of  the  prophecies  with 
toe  event  ?  How  do  I  know  the  miraculous  con¬ 
ception  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  atteftation 
ol  the  angels  to  his  birth  ;  or  that  he  wrought 
fiu  h  miracles  in  confirmation  of  his  divine  million  $ 
and  that  he  rofe  again  from  the  dead  ;  and  aff 
cended  up  to  heaven  ?  How  do  I  know  that  his 
apoitles  were  iuTpired  with  fuch  extraordinary  and 
divine  gifts  :  or  that  they  performed  fuch  miracu¬ 
lous  operations? 


To  this  I  anfwer,  that  forne  of  the  evidences 
which  I  have  offered,  are  what  directly,  upon  the 
very  firft  view,  you  may  know,  and  cannot  but 
know,  to  be  certainly  and  infallibly  true,  if  you 
will  hut  open  your  eyes  to  obferve  them.  You. 
do  certainly  know,  that  human  nature  is  dreadful¬ 
ly  corrupted  and  vitiated,  that  it  is  oppofite  to  the 
holinefs  and  purity  of  the  divine  Being  ;  and  that 
there  is  therefore  great  neceffity  of  a  Saviour  to 
bring  us  to  God,  and  to  rectify  our  depraved  na¬ 
ture.  You  may  certainly  know,  that  there  is  a 
great  variety  of  predictions  of  fuch  a  Saviour,  dif- 
perfed  through  the  whole  old  teff ament ;  and  that 
the  whole  nation  of  the  Jews  always  did,  and  (bill 
do,  from  thence,  live  in  raifed  expedation  of  a 
Mefliah.  You  may  certainly  know,  that  there 
w  ere  a  great  number  of  rites  and  ceremonies  re- 
ligioufly  cbferved  and  pradi  fed  among  the  Jews; 
and  that  fact  [firing,  in  particular,  w  as  not  only 
e  'joined  upon  them,  but  early  and  generally 
prydi fed  among  all  nations.  For  none  of  which 
tilings  can  there  he  any  manner  of  reafon  given 
or  imagined,  unlefs  they  were  types  and  adum¬ 
brations  of  an  expeded  Saviour.  You  may  cer¬ 
tainly  know,  that  the  time  prefixed  in  the  Jew- 
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i(li  prophecies,  for  the  manifeRation  of  the  Mef- 
fiah,  was  the  very  time,  in  which,  by  the  concur¬ 
ring  teflimony  both  of  the  friends  and  enemies  of 
chritlianity,the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  did  appear.  You 
may  certainly  know,  that  the  Jewilh  prophets  did 
fore  tel  a  fuffering  Saviour ,  a  Saviour  that  thou  Id 
be  t  Mounded  for  our  t  r  an  fgr  efforts ,  bruifed  for  our 
iniquities ,  that  fhould  make  his  foul  an  offering  for 
fin  ;  and  that  fhould  be  cat  off,  but  not  for  himfelf ; 
and  you  are  equally  certain  from  all  other  hilto- 
rians,  as  well  as  from  the  evangelifts,  that  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  did  undergo  fuch  oppobry,  mif- 
ery,  and  death,  as  was  foretold  of  the  Melfiah 
by  the  prophets.  You  may  certainly  know, 
that  it  was  foretold  in  the  prophets,  that  the  f cep- 
ter  fhould not  depart  from  Judah ,  and  a  lawgiver 
from  between  his  feet ,  until  the  coming  of  the  Mef- 
Jiab  ;  but  that  after  his  death,  the  Jew  ifn  facrifices 
jhould  ceafe  ;  and  their  holy  city  and  fanftuary  be 
deftroyed  and  made  defolate  .*  and  that  the  event 
does  aflure  us,  that  the  circiimftances  of  the 
Jewilh  nation  did  exactly  anfwer  to  thefe  prophe¬ 
cies,  both  before  and  after  the  death  of  Jefus 
Chrift.  You  may  certainly  know,  both  by  the 
jewilh  and  ehrrftian  prophecies,  that  under  the 
gofpeLddpenfation,  the  Jews  were  to  be  reject¬ 
ed  of  God  ;  and  to  continue  defpifed  and  dif- 
perfed  among  all  nations  ;  but  ! the  Gentiles  to 
come  to  the  light  of  the  Mcffiah ,  and  fee  his  right t- 
oufnefs  and  glory  :  and  that  the  event  is  agreea¬ 
ble  to  the  prediction.  You  may  certainly  Know, 
that  the  rife  of  Antichrift  was  predicted  to  be 
after  the  fall  of  the  Roman  empire,  wheu  that 
could  no  longer  let  or  reftrin  him ;  that  he  fhould 
appear  under  the  guife  of  a  miniRer  of  religion, 
in  tne  temple  of  God  ;  that  he  fhould  pretend  to 
all  power,  and  Jigns,  and  lying  wonders  ;  that  he 
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iconic]  make  war  with  the  faints  and  overcome, 
teem  ;  that  he  fhould  rdide  in  the  great  city,  that 
V;as  then  hu\\t  upon  /even  mountains,  and  reigned 
oaer  tee  kings  of  the  earth,  which  was  true  of  the 
( *Ey  0i  Aome  only.  And  you  may  confider, 
wi*ethci  ad  this  is  not  true  of  the  pope  and  the 
i  to  man  papacy.  You  may  certainly  know  the  a- 
rnazing-  progrefs  of  the  gofpel  in  the  firft  ages  of 
cm  iftianity  .in  the  face  of  the  moft  formidable  and 
powerful  oppofitions;  and  its  continuing  progrefs, 
again  ft  all  the  attempts  of  its  heathen  and  papal  en¬ 
emies.  \  on  may  know  the  excellency  of  its  doc¬ 
trines,  &  the  glorious  effects  it  hath  upon  the  hearts 
ami  lives  ol  true  believers.  You  may  know  (as, 
bleiled  be  God,  multitudes  do  know  by  experi¬ 
ence)  how  it  conquers  men’s  corruptions,  changes 
their  natures,  pacifies  their  confidences,  fills  their 
fouls  with  light  and  joy,  ftrengthens  them  againfc 
temptations,  fweetens  the  afflictions  of  life  ;  and 
> unifies  them  againft  all  the  pains  and  terrors  of 
death.  And  you  alfo  may  know,  that  this  gofpd  is 
tne  gofpel  of  Chrift,  and  consequently  that  thefe 
wonderful  effeCts,  which  fo  apparently  carry  a  di¬ 
vine  hgnature  upon  them,  are  produced  by  him* 
All  th  ele  things,  and  others  of  a  bke  nature  w  hich 
might  be  mentioned,  are  immediately  open  to 
your  view’,  moft  vilible  and  certain  ;  and  one 
would  think,  that  thefe  alone  would  fatisfy  tfie 
mind  of  a  ferious  and  impartial  enquirer  into  the 
rr u tli  of  chriftianity.  And  efpecially  when  thefe 
are  accompanied  with  fiuch  other  credentials  of 
car  holy  religion,  which  (though  not  fo  direcily 
in  view,  yet)  by  neceflary  confequence,  give  us 
the  fame  affu  ranee  and  certainty  of  the  truth. 

>  ■.  •  V  v  *  H-  <•  ..T  ■  A  .  .  \  1 

Put  it  is  time  I  fhould  come  more  diredly  to 
finer  the  objection  :  and  to  fhew  you,  how  it 
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may  by  neceffiary  confequence  be  known,  that  the 
faffis  upon  which  chriitianity  principally  depends, 
are  certainly  true. 

You  yourfelf  muft  own,  it  is  impoffible  that 
thofe  doctrines  can  be  falle,  which  are  attefled 
by  fo  many  and  luch  kind  of  miracles,  as  are  laid 
to  be  wrought  by  our  Lord  Jelus  Chriil  and  his 
apoflles.  For. God  cannot  let  his  feal  to  a  lie  ; 
nor  confirm  a  horrible  impoffcure,  by  his  immedi¬ 
ate  atteftation  from  heaven. 

You  mufl.  own,  that  it  is  impoffible  for  the 
apoflles  and  other  witnefies  of  thofe  miraculous 
operations,  to  be  themfelves  deceived,  while  they 
had  all  the  means  of  certainty  in  the  cale  before 
us,  that  ever  any  men  had  in  any  cafe  whatso¬ 
ever. 

You  mull  likewife  own,  that  it  is  impoffible 
for  a  great  number  of  fober,  judicious,  and  appa¬ 
rently  honeft  men,  to  fpend  their  lives  in  a  con¬ 
tinued  confpiracy  againft  their  own  cafe,  comfort, 
honor,  life  and  eternal  welfare,  for  no  other  mo¬ 
tive,  bui  o  deceive  the  world  ;  and  bring  eternal 
ruin  u^n  themfelves  and  their  fellow  creatures  ; 
as  thefe  muff  have  done,  if  they  knew  thofe  fadts 
to  be  falfe,  which  they  publifhed  at  their  perii; 
and  fealed  with  their  blood. 

You  mull  alfo  own,  that  ic  was  impoffible  to 
deceive  the  world  about  them,  at  the  time  when 
thefe  fa&s  were  done,  by  reporting,  that  fuch  mi¬ 
raculous  operations  were  openly  performed  be¬ 
fore  them  all,  which  none  of  them  knew  any 
thing  abouu 

*B  2, 


(  3°  ) 

1  ou  will  certainly  own,  it  is  impoffible  that 
they  could  deceive  the  churches  to  whom  they 
wrote,  by  vain  pretences,  that  each  one  of  thel'e 
had  themfelves  thefe  extraordinary  gifts  of  the 
Ipirit,  fuch  as  tongues,  miracles,  healing,  prophe¬ 
cy,  and  the  like,  when  every  one  of  them  kne  w 
that  there  was  nothing  in  it. 

on  muft,  in  like  manner,  own  it  Impoillble  for 
fuch  multitudes  of  people,  for  fo  long  a  tract  of 
T-inc,  to  be  impoled  upon  by  pretences  of  mirac¬ 
ulous  operations  ;  and  none  of  them  ever  deteft 
the  imp  of  hire,  fo  much  as  in  one  lingle  inftance, 
while  ail  of  them  had  the  opportunity  of  doing 
n  when  they  pieafed,  if  the  fads  had  not  been 
true. 

Can  you  imagine  it  any  ways  poflibfe,  that  fuch 
'multitudes  in  the  fir  ft  ages  of  chriffianity,  in  fuch 
chilant  countries  and  nations,  fbould  confpire  to¬ 
gether  to  acknowledge  thefe  facts,  and  the  doc- 
U  lues  founded  on  them  at  the  peril  of  their  lives; 
and  no  man  among  thefe  prqfefTors  themfelves, 
or  among  the  hereticks  and  apoffates  that  fell 
away  from  them,  fhould  di  cover  the  fraud,  either 
nVi.m  or  dying  > 

You  will  certainly  own  it  utterly  impoflible, 
that  fo  many  thoufands,  in  fo  many  lands,  could, 
\\  ith  joy  and  chearfulnefs  lubmit  to  fuch  poor  and 
aiflidjed  lives ,  and  to  fuch  cruel  and  barbarous 
heaths,  as  were  the  common  lot  of  the  firft  chrif- 
tinns,  in  confirmations  of  a  religion,  founded  on 
facts  which  thev  knew  to  be  fall}* 

9  »»  V1 

And  you  nvult  acknowledge  it  alfo  altogether 
impofJihk,  at  any  time  after  thefe  fadts  were  pre* 


tended  to  be  done,  to  palm  the  hijlory  of  them 
upon  the  world,  if  it  was  falfe  ;  and  topeifuade 
fo  many  nations  to  receive  it  for  truth .  It  were 
imporlibie  to  perfuade  any  nation,  and  much 
more  all  the  early  nations  of  Chriftendom,  that  at 
fome  diftam  forgotten  age  there  were  a  number 
of  men  that  caine  among  them,  taught  them  the 
dodrines  of  chriftianity,  confirmed  the  fame  by 
miracles,  baptized  them  into  the  faith  ;  and  ef- 
t a bl ilhed  a  fettled  order  of  the  miniflry  in  their 
churches  :  From  which  time  they  have  all  of 
them  profeffed  the  chriftian  faith  ;  had  the  new 
teftament  in  their  hands  ;  and  enjoyed  a  contin- 
ued  fucceffion  of  minifters  and  ordinances.  Let 
an  attempt  of  this  kind  be  made  upon  our  Indians, 
and  try,  if  any  one  man  among  them,  can  be  im« 
pcfed  upon,  to  believe  thefe  things. 

To  this  I  may  add,  that  it  is  absolutely  Jmpofii.® 
ble,  at  any  one  time ,  to  have  obtruded  the  infpir- 
ed  writings  upon  the  world,  if  they  were  indeed 
fpurious  ;  and  to  have  made  all  the  chriiljan  na¬ 
tions  believe,  that  thefe  were  written  in  the  a- 
poftoiie  age,  fpeedily  tranflated  into  djvers  lan¬ 
guages,  publicly  kept,  and  publicly  read  and 
preached  in  their  churches  ;  that  they  and  the 
fathers  before  them  had  always  reverenced  and 
efteemed  them  as  the  rule  of  their  lives  :  and 
their  guide  to  eternal  happinefs.  What  fuccefs, 
but  fcorn  and  derifion,  could  be  hoped  for  from 
fuch  an  attempt. 

I  may  once  more  fubjoin  to  all  this,  that  it  is  at 
lead  highly  improbable,  that  the  early  writers 
againfl  chriftianity  fhould  never  deny  thefe  fads, 
it  they  were  not  notorioully  true,  when  they 
could  not  want  advantages  to  deled  any  fraud 
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or  c^ef.ei5*  And  it  is  yet  more  improbable,  tha! 
my  oi  the  adverfaries  of  chriftianity  Ihould  con- 
firm  the  truth  of  thefe  fads,  as  we  find  fome  of 
them  Jo,  if  they  had  not  been  moil  apparently 
and  undoubtedly  true.  / 

And  now,  fir,  what  can  be  wanting,  what  can 
you  demand  or  defire  more,  to  confirm  you  in 
iiie  faith  of  chriftianity  ?  It  is  eiiablifhed  upon 
the  veracity  of  God  himfelf;  upon  thofe  facts,  by 
whicn  he  has  from  heaven  atteflecl  to  the  truth 
«ot  it  ;  and  thefe  fafts  are  verified  by  evidences 
which  cannot  poflibly  deceive  us.  By  believing 
the,'  e)  01  e,  we  Jet  to  our  Jeal  that  God  is  true  :  But 
he  that  believeth  not ,  maketh  him  a  lyar  ;  hecaufe 
he  believeth  not  the  record  that  God  gave  of  his 
fan. 

may  perhaps  tell  me,  that  if  you  had  feen 
thefe  miracles  yourfelf,  you  would  have  believed 
*nem.  But  has  not  every  body  elfe  the  fame 
v-laim  to  this  fort  of  fatisfaclion  as  you  ;  and  the 
lame  real  on  to  defire,  to  be  eye  and  ear-witnefles 
of  inch  miraculous  operations?  At  this  rate,  mi. 
racks  would  ceale  to  be  miraculous,  they  would 
become  common  and  familiar  things  ;  and  no  lon¬ 
ger  ffcrike  the  mind  with  any  convi&ion  at  all, 
any  more  than  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  the 
fea,  tne  riling  and  fetting  of  the  fun  ;  or  any 
ether  inch  difplays  of  the  divine  power;  in  the 
common  courfe  of  providence. 

Upon  the  whole,  there  is  no  evidence  wanting, 
to  leave  the  unbeliever  inexcusable.  There  is 
evidence  every  way  fufficient,  to  fatisfy  the  mind 
of  an  impartial  enquirer  after  truth.  And  it  is 
impdfible  for  any  man  in  the  world  to  imagine 
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any  means  of  confirmation  in  this  important  truth, 
fupericr  to  what  is  herein  fet  before  you.  How 
unreafonable  would  it  therefore  be,  to  require 
more  evidence  in  a  cafe,  wherein  we  have  alrea¬ 
dy  as  much  as  we  are  poifibly  capable  to  receive  ? 
That  it  may  be  effectual  to  ellablilh  you  in  the 
faith,  is  and  fhali  be  the  prayer  of, 

SIR, 


Yours,  &c. 


L  E  T  T  E  R  III. 

Wherein  an  hiftorical  Account  of  the  Birth ,  Lifef 
Pajjhn,  Refurrefiion,  Afcenjion,  and  future 
Kingdom  of  our  hlejfed  Saviour.,  is  colic £led 
from  the  Prophecies  of  the  Old  Tcihment. 


i 


S  I  R, 


Rejoice  to  hear  from  you,  that  any  endeavours 
of  mine  have  contributed  in  the  lealt  towards  your 
fatisfaclion.  I  am  thereby  the  more  encouraged 
to  hope,  that  your  remaining  difficulties  may  ea- 
%  obviated  ;  and  particularly,  that  it  will  not 
prove  difficult  to  anfwer  your  prefent  demand  ; 
to  fhew  you  how  you  may  certainly 'know  that 
the  prophecies  of  the  old  teftament  had  a  direct 
reference  unto  Jefus  Ciirift.”  You  may  know 
tuio  by  the  exact  accommodation  of  the  predict 
tion  wnn  the.  event.  1  hat  this  therefore  may  be 
fee  before  you  in  a  proper  light,  I  will  endeavor 
to  give  you  (in  the  form  of  a  hiftory)  a  brief  re- 
P'  ^ e iita-. ion  of  our  bleiied  Saviour,  gathered  frotr 
toe  onj  lament  ;  and  leave  you  to  compare  this 
with  the  narrative  of  him  in  the  new.  if  thefe 
>  niereby  have  a  certain  difeovery  c i 
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the  divine  original  of  thefe  prophecies  ;  fince 
none  but  an  omnifcient  mind  could  poflibly  fore- 
fee  theie  events*  And  you  have  I  ike  wife  the 
fame  certainty,  that  Jelus  Chrift  is  the  predicted 
Mefliah,  and  tnat  his  million  is  divine,  fines  what 
was  foretold  of  the  Mefliah  in  the  prophets,  is 
fulfilled  in  him. 

The  time  of  the  manifeftation  of  this  glorious 
per  foil,  whom  I  am  now  to  defenhe,  was  during 
the  continuance  of  the  kingdom  of  Judah,  while 
3 Jcepter  was  in  the  hand ,  and  a  Lawgiver  cams 
from  between  the  feet  of  that  tribe,  Gen*  xlix.  io* 
while  the  fecond  temple  was  yet  Handing,  Mai. 
in*  i.  Hag.  ii.  y.  juft  450  Chaldee  years  after  the 
decree  went  forih ,  to  reft  ore  and  build  Jerufalemf 
which  was  in  the  twentieth  year  of  Artaxerxes 
JLongimanus,  king  of  Perfia,  Dan.  ix.  25.*  This 
King  like  wife  came  into  the  world,  and  the  God  of 
heaven  fei  up  his  everlajting  kingdom ,  at  that  fea- 
fbn  of  the  fourth  or  Roman  monarchy,  Dan.  ii. 
44‘  when  there  was  an  end  put  to  the  dreadful 
fiakwg  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth ,  the  fea  and 
the  dry  land ,  and  indeed  of  all  nations ,  by  the 
wars  of  Alexander  the  Great ;  the  four  kingdoms 
that  aroie  out  of  his  conquefts  ;  and  the  Romans, 
the  conquerors  o  1  them  all  ;  and  when  peace  was 
reftored  to  the  world,  Hag.  ii.  6,  7,  9  ;  which 
happened  when  Auguftus  CaTar  was  Emperor  of 

*  DanicPs  feven  week?  and  threefcore  and  two 
weeks,  or  483  years,  were  to  terminate  at  the 
death  of  the  Mefliah.  We  rnuft  therefore  fub- 
fr ad  from  that  number,  the  33  years  of  his  life  ‘ 
and  there  remains  450  years  to  his  birth. 
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Rome,  and  Herod  the  great  was  King  of  Ju< 
dea. 

As  to  the  pedigree  ordefcent  of  our  blefTed  Sa¬ 
viour,  it  muff  be  conhdered  with  refpedt  to  the 
two  different  natures  that  were  united  in  this 
glorious  perfon.  For  how  wonderful  foever  it 
m ay  appear  to  us,  the  man  Chrifi  Jefus  was  alfo 
Immanuel,  God  with  us,  I fa.  vii.  14.  And  that  di¬ 
vine  child  which  was  horn ,  and  that  fon  which  was 
given  to  us,  (at  the  time  before  defcribed)  is  the 
mighty  God,  and  the  everlafting  Father,  as  well  as 
theprince  of  peace,  Ifa.  ix.  6.  He  is  that  God,whofe 
throne  is  for  ever  and  ever ,  Pfal.  xl  v.  6.  And  though 
a  man,  yet  fuch  a  man,  as  is  alfo  God? s  own  fellow , 
Zech-  xii.  7.  Now,  if  we  confider  this  defcent, 
with  rcfpecl  to  his  divine  perfon,  it  mail  neceffa- 
rily  be,  that  though  he  be  God  the  Father’s  Son, 
and  begotten  by  him,  Pfal.  ii.  7.  Yet  his  going 
forth  muff  have  been  from  of  old,  from  everlafting, 
Micah  v.  2«  And  it  is  accordingly  true,  that  the 
Lord  pojfejfed  him  in  the  beginning  of  his  way ,  be* 
fore  his  works  of  old  :  He  was fet  up  from  everlaft - 
ing,  from  the  beginning ,  or  ever  the  earth  was , 
Prov.  viii.  22,  23 — Being  thus  neceffarily  Hope 
from  looking  any  further  than  to  eternity,  and  to 
nim  that  inhabits  eternity,  in  confidering  the  ori¬ 
ginal  of  his  di  vine  perfon  5  I  proceed  to  take  no¬ 
tice,  taat  in  his  human  nature,  he  defeended  from 
the  loins  of  Abraham,  Gen.  xii.  3.  of  Ifaac,  Gen. 
xxvi.  4.  And  of  Jacob,  Gen.  xxviii.  14.  From 
the  tribe  of  Judah,  Gen.  xlix.  10.  And  from  the 
royal  family  of  David,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  35,  36.  And 
tix  it  in  a  w  ay  i urprizingly  different  from  any  or¬ 
dinary  h  urn  an  ge  n  e  r  a  tion,  a  virgin  conceived  and 
bigttghi  jot  th  a  Son ,  wbofe  name  is  Immanuel  ; 
I‘u‘  v*i»  I4*  Arid  this  new  thing  did  God  create  in 


the  earth,  that  a  woman  hath  compared  a  man. 
Jer.  xxxi.  22* 

The  place  where  our  blefled  Saviour  was  born, 
was  Betnlehain -Ephrarah.  This  town,  though 
but  little  among  the  thoufands  of  Judah,  was  honor- 
e({  with  being  the  place  out  of  which  he  came  forth 
who  is  the  fupreme  ruler  in  Ifrad,  Micah  v.  2. 
ILere  he  was  born  ;  but  tins  was  not  the  place  of 
his  chief  and  principal  refidence  ;  that  was  Galilee 
of  the  nations.  This  people  who  had  walked  in 
dtrknefs ,f aw  this  great  light  among  them  :  even 
upon  them  who  had  dwelt  in  the  land  of  the  fiadow  of 
death,  hath  this  land fhined,  Ifa.  ix.  i,  %. 

The  c'rcumflmces  of  Ins  appearing  in  the 
world,  were  low,  mean  and  abafed  ;  very  differ¬ 
ent  from  the  expectations  men  had  entertained 
or  the  Mediah,  and  therefore  he  was  defpifed  and 
rejected  of  men,  they  hid  their  faces  from  him,  he 
roes  defpijed,  and  they  e/teemed  him  not,  Ifa.  liii.  o. 
Nay,  many  were  ajtonijhed  at  him,  his  vi/age  was 
fo  marred,  more  than  any  man  ;  and  his  jorm  ryiore 
than  the fons  of  men,  Ha.  lii.  14.  So  far  was  his 
appearance  from  that  glory  and  majefly,  that 
pomp  and  fplendor,  which  was  expected  in  the 
Meffiah,  that  he  was  confidered  as  a  worm  and 
no  man,  a  reproach  of  men  ;  and  defpifed  of  the 
people,  Pfal.  xxii.  6.  Even  the  priefls  and  rulers 
themfelves,  who  Ihould  have  been  the  builders  of 
t!ie  jewilh  church,  ref u fed  this  ft  one,  which  is  be¬ 
come  the  head  of  the  corner,  Pfa!.  cxviii.  22.  And 
the  realon  of  this  was,  that  they  frw  no  form  nor 
comelinefs,  no  riches  no  hoi' or,  no  magnificence 
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nor  beauty  in  him,  that  they  fa  Quid  defire  him,  Ifa. 
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The  char  after  s ,  in  which  he  appeared  in  tlx 
world,  were  .thofe  of  a  Prophet,  Pricft  and  Kinp 
to  each  of  which,  it  is  proper  to  fpeak  fomethim 
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particularly. 


The  Lord  our  God  did,  in  the  perfon  of  our  [def¬ 
ied  Saviour,  raife  up  unto  his  people  a  Prophet, 
like  unto  Mofes ,  the  greateli  and  moft  eminent  pro¬ 
phet  of  the  Jevviih' church  :  he  put  his  words  into 
bis  mouth ,  that  he  might  fpeak  unto  than ,  whatfo - 
he  commanded  him  ;  and  held  his  people  un¬ 
der  the  itrongeil  injunction,  upon  their  peril,  to 
hearken  to  the  words  which  this  prophet  fh’ould 
(pea, tin  his  name,  Deut.  xviii.  18,  19.  And  as 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chriit.  was  deftined  by  God  the 
Father  unto  the  prophetical  office,  he  cheerfully 
undertook  it.  £.  /  come,  fays  he,  in  the  volume 
of  ge  book  It  ts  written  of  me,  l  delight  to  do  thy 
mil,  0  my  God ,  Tea  thy  law  is  within  my  hear t, 

-  t"  X j./’  8\  And  3s.he  chearmlly  undertook, 
o  he  diligently  and  aithfully  discharged  this  fa 
:red  and  important  truft.  He,  as  a  'wonderful 
ounfellor,  (Ha.  ix.  6,)  preached  conflantly  to  the 
;eople  and  made  known  the  whole  mind  and 
vill  of  God  to  them  ;  and  could  make  this  appeal 
o  his  ueaveniy  father,  /  have  preached  rhhteouf. 
■eft'  in  the  great  congregation,  Lo,  I  have  not  re. 

r.Tfd  !tf>S>  P  Lord>  thou  knaweft.  J  have  not 
id  thy  right eoufnefs  within  my  heart.  1  have  dp 

lured  thy  faithfulnefs  and  thy  falvation.  1  hade 
ot  concealed  thy  loving  kindnefs  and  thy  truth  from 
oe  great  congregation,  Pfal.  xl.  9,  10.  He  con-" 
antly  preached  among  the  people  the  blefl’ed  and 
>yfu.  news  or  a  glorious  falvation  from  their  lin 
u.lt  danger  and  mifery..  “  The  fpfrit  0f  the 
ord  was  upon  him,  becaufe  the  Lord  had  anoin- 
■  nan  to  preach  good  tidings  unto  the  meek,  he 
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Tent  him  to  bind  up  the  broken  hearted  ;  to  pro- 
claim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  ol 
the  prifon  to  them  that  were  bound,  to  proclaim 
the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord,  to  comfort  ah 
that  mourn,  to  appoint  unto  them  that  mourn  ic 
Zion,  and  to  give  unto  them  beauty  for  allies 
the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning  ;  and  the  garment  ol 
praiie  for  the  joint  of  heavinefs,”  I fa.  ixi.  i,  2.  3 
He  exercifed  mod  tender  companion  to  daiit 
doubting  and  tempted  fouls.  “  i  he  bruifed  reei 
did  he  not  break,  and  the  fmoking  flax  did  hi 
not  quench,  until  he  brought  forth  judgment  un 
to  truth,  Ha.  xlii.  3.  He  itrengthened  the  weal 
hands  ;  and  confirmed  the  feeble  knees  ;  and  fait 
to  them  of  a  faint  heart,  be  (Hong,  fear  not." 
I fa.  xxxv.  3.  He  warned  the  careleis  and  fe 
cure  1  tuners  of  their  milery  and  danger  ;  ant 
“  proclaimed  unto  them  the  day  of  vengeance  o 
our  God,”  Ha*  Ixi.  2*  He  warned  them  to  “  b< 
wife, to  ferve  the  Lord  with  fear  ;  and  to  kils  th< 
Son,  left  he  (hould  be  angry,  and  they  periih  b] 
the  way,  when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but  a  little, 
Pfal.  ii.  10,  11,  12*  He  made  the  path  way  0 
falvation  plain,  before  the  eyes  of  all  thofe  wh< 
believe  in  him,  like  an  “  high  way,  where  th 
wayfaring  men,  though  foois,  could  not  err, 
Ha.  xxxv.  8.  He  confitlered  his  people  as  hi 
flock  ;  and  took  care  of  them,  as  a  mod  watchfu 
and  careful  fhepherd.  “  He  fed  his  flock  like 
fhepherd,  he  gathered  Ins  lambs  with  his  aim,  h 
carried  them  in  his  bofom,  and  gently  led  thof 
that  were  with  young,”  Ha.  xl.  ii* 

I  next  proceed  to  give  you  a  view  of  oui  Lcr 
Tefus  C  hr  iff,  as  the  great  High  Pried  of  our  pre 
felflon.  As  fuch,  he  undertook  to  make  an  atone 
ment  and  expiation  for  our  fins.  “  PH  oore  ou 
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griefs  and  carried  our  forrows  ;  the  chaftifement 
of  our  peace  was  upon  him,  and  with  his  flripes 
we  are  healed.  God  laid  upon  him  the  iniquity 
of  us  all  ;  and  he  made  his  foul  an  offering  for 
our  fins,  I  fa.  liii.  4,  5,  6,  10.”  Thus  he  finiih- 
ed  the  tranfgrefhon,  made  an  end  or  fin  ;  and 
made  reconciliation  for  iniquity,”  Dan.  ix.  24. — 
He  like  wife  wrought  out  a  perfect  righteoufnefs 
for  (inners,  whereby  they  ihould  be  juftified  be¬ 
fore  God  ;  and  accepted  of  him.  “  God  railed 
up  this  righteous  branch  tin  to  David,  in  whole  day 
Judah  is  faved,  and  Ifrael  dwells  fafely  ;  and  this 
is  the  name  whereby  he  is  called,  THE  LORD 
OUR  RIGHTEOUSNESS.”  Jer.  xxiii.  5,  6. 
He  is  <  one  who  fpeaks  in  righteoufnefs,  mighty 
to  favef  I  fa.  lxiii.  1.  For  “  he  has  brought  in 
everlading  righteoufnefs,”  Dan.  ix.  24-  As  a 
prieft  like  wife,  he  brings  us  into  a  covenant  rela¬ 
tion  to  God.  He  is  the  meffenger  or  angel  of  the 
covenant,  Mai.  in.  i*  “  The  Lord  in  an  accept¬ 
ed  time  heard  him  ;  and  in  a  day  of  falvation  has 
helped  him,  has  preserved  him,  and  given  him  for 
a  covenant  of  the  people,  to  eftablilh  the  earth,” 
Ifa.  xl  ix.  B.  “  By  the  blood  of  his  covenant, 
God  has  fent  forth  his  prifoners  out  of  the  pit, 
wherein  is  no  water  and  God  has  promised 
that  “  he  will  keep  his  mercy  for  Him  forever¬ 
more  ;  and  that  his  covenant  Hi  all  (land  fad  with 
him,”  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  28.  Thus  the  connfel  of 
peace  was  between  God  the  Father  and  him.  In 
a  word,  as  our  pried,  he  is  our  advocate  with  the 
father  ;  and  “  makes  interceffion  for  tranfgref- 
Tors,”  Ifa.  liii.  12*  Thus  we  fee,  that  accprdin 
to  God’s  oath  concerning  him  u  he  remaineth 
pried  forever,  after  the  order  of  Melchizedec, 
Pfal.  cx.  4. 
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„  ^kis  bleiTed  Saviour  fuftained  likewife  the  of. 
nee  of  a  King.  God  hath  fet  this  his  king  up. 
on  his  holy  hill  of  Zion,”  Pial.  ii.  6.  “ The 

t  none  of  God  (our  Saviour)  is  forever  and  ever  • 
ynd  the  Scepter  of  his  kingdom  is  a  right  feepter,” 
xiv.  6.  As  a  king,  he  reigi  s  in  the  hearts 
oi  ms  people,  brings  them  into  fubje&ion  to  him- 
*  >  t!n^  (  makes  them  willing  in  the  day  or  his 
power,”  Pfal.  cx.  3.  As  a  king,  “  he  fits  at 
ijod  s  right  hand  ;  and  rules  in  the  mid  ft  of  his 
enemies,”  Pfal.  cx.  1,  a.  “  In  his  majefty  he 
rides  forth  proiperoufly  ;  and  his  arrows  are 
fnarp  m  the  heart  of  the  king’s  enemies,”  Pfal. 
-xiv.  4,  3.  Iiis  regal  office  was  not  limited  to  the 
time  of  his  bodily  refideijce  among  us;  “  for  of 
tne  increafe  of  bis  government  and  peace  there 

!s  V?  cn^‘  ^tsuP°n  the  throne  of  David,  and 
m  his  kingdom,  to  order  it  and  to  eftabliih  it,  with 
judgment  and  with  juftice,  from  henceforth  even 
for  ever,”  Ifa.  ix.  7.  Such  caufe  had  “  Zion  to 
lejoice  greatly,  and  the  daughter  of  Jerufalem  to 
Ihc.ut  ;  lor,  behold,  J icr  king  came  to  her,  juft: 
and  having  falvation,”  Zech.  ix.  9. 

Having  thus  ffiew  n,  from  the  prophetic  account 
of  our  bleffied  Saviour,  the  time  of  his  manifefb- 
oon,  his  defeent,  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  the 
plate  of  his  principal  refidence,  with  the  circuin- 
ftances  of  his  appe arirg  in  the  world,  and  the 
characters  in  which  he  appeared  ;  I  proceed  to 
ob for ve  fome  of  his  diftinguifhing  qualities,  and 
tlie  more  remarkable  incidents  of  his  life  and 
death. 
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As  to  his  personal  properties,  he  was  perfectly 
innocent,  and  inoft  exeinplarily  holy  both  in  heart 
and  life  ;  and  in  that  refpeft,  fairer  fC  than  the 


children  of  men.  Grace  was  poured  into  his 
lips,  therefore  God  hath  blefied  him  for  ever/5 
Pfal.  x!v.  2*  He  was  “  God’s  righteous  fervant, 
and  there  was  no  deceit  found  in  h;s  mouth/5 
Ifa.  liii*  9,  11.  He  was  “  the  Sun  of  r.ighteoui- 
nefs,  which  arofe  upon  bis  people,  with  healing 
under  his  wings/5  or  in  his  rays,  Mai.  iv.  2. 

He  was  of  a  meek  and  Tbwly  difpofuion.  This 
King  of  Zion  came  io  her  not  only  juft ,  and  having 
falvation  ;  but  ihewed  himfelf  lowly ,  by  molt  ado- 
nifhing  cpndefcenfions,  Zech.  ix.  9.-—^  He  gave 
his  back  to  the  fmiters  ;  and  his  cheeks  to  them 
who  plucked  off  the  hair  ;  he  hid  not  his  face  from 
fhame  and  fpitting/5  Ifa.  1.  6.  i6  Though  he  was 
opprefied  and  afflicted  ;  yet  he  opened  not  his 
mouth/5  Ifa.  liii.  7.  “  He  did  not  cry  nor  lift 

up,  nor  caufe  his  voice  to  be  heard  in  the  flreets/* 
Ifa.  xlii.  2* 

He  was  endowed  with  aftonifhing  wifdom  and 
capacity.  “  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  reded  upon 
him,  the  fpirit  of  wiidom  and  underdanding,  the 
fpirit  of  counfel  and  might,  the  fpirit  of  know- 
ledge,  and  of  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  Ifa.  xi.  2,  3. 
Thus  did  “  the  fervant  of  the  Lord  deal  prudent¬ 
ly,  he  was  exalted  and  extolled  ;  and  was  very 
high*  Ifa.  bh  13* — He,  and  only  he,  of  all  the 
human  race,  could  fay,  “  Counfel  is  mine,  and 
found  wiidom,  I  am  underdanding,  I  have 
ftrength/’  Prov.  viii.  14. 

Previous  to  his  entering  upon  his  public  minif- 
try,  there  was  a  mejfenger  fent  before  him ,  to  pre¬ 
pare  tne  Hearts  of  God’s  people  ior  his  reception, 
whofe  Voice  cried  in  the  wildernels.  Prepare  ye 
the  way  ol  the  Lord,  make  liraight  in  the  defart 
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a  high  way  for  our  God.  Every  valley  fhail  be 
exalted  ;  and  every  mountain  and  hill  fhail  be 
made  lo  w  ;  and  the  crooked  fhail  be  made  ftraio-hr 
and  ine  rough  places  plain  ;  and  the  glory'  of 
tne  Lord  lhall  Lie  revealed;  and  all  flefh  /ball 
Ise  it  together  :  for  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  bath 
fpoKen  it,”  I  fa.  xl.  3,  4,  5.  Thus  God  fent  one 
to  ms  people  in  the  fpirit  of  “  Elijah  the  prophet 
before  the  coming  of  the  great  and  dreadful  day 
01  the  Lord,  to  turn  the  heart  of  the  fathers  to 
the  children  ;  and  the  heart  of  the  children  to 
tiie  fathers.  lie  fent  his  meffenger  to  prepare 
his  way  before  him  ;  and  then  the  Lord  whom 
they  1  ought,  came  fudcienly  to  his  temple/'  Mai. 

iv.  5,  6,  and  iii.  i. 

.  hen  he  entered  upon  his  public  miniflry, 
f’  God  gave  him  the  tongue  of  the  learned,  that 
lie  fhould  know  how  to  fpeak  a  word  in  feafon  to 
rhe  weary  /'  and  he  was  mod  painful  and  dili¬ 
gent  in  his  work,  he  was  “  awakened  morning  by 
morning,  his  ear  was  awakened  to  hear/'  and  vi- 
goroufly  to  attend  to  the  great  bufmefs  before 
him/'  Ifa.  1.  4.— He  began  his  miniftry  in  the 
mountainous  parts  of  Judea  ;  and  “  how  beauti- 
fnl  then  upon  the  mountains  were  the  feet  of  him 

v.  ho  brought  good  tidings,  who  publilhed  peace, 
who  brought  good  tidings  of  good,  who  publilhed 
lalvation,  who  faid  unto  Zion,  Thy  God  reign- 
cth/  Ifa.  Iii.  y*  As  he  relided  in  Galilee  (as 
was  before  oblerved)  fo  his  minifery  early  and  pe¬ 
culiarly  enlightened  thofe  dark  corners,  “  the 
land  of  Zebulun,  and  the  land  of  Naphthali ; 
though  they  had  dwelt  in  the  land  of  the  fliadow 
of  death,  his  light  fhined  upon  them,"  Ifa.  ix.  r, 
2-  But  then,  h’s  miniftry  was  not  limited  to  them. 
This  far  which  came  out  of  Jacob }  (Nuin*  xxiv. 
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i;,)  er, lighted  the  whole  land  of  I  fra  el  ,  in  that 
time  of  grofs  ignorance,  and  thick  darknefs — . 
They  might  all  be  called  upon  to  “  arife  and  fhine, 
for  their  light  was  e-one  ;  and  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  was  rifen  upon  them  /’  though  “  darknefs 
had  covered  the  earth,  and  grofs  darknefs  the 
people,  yet  the  Lord  arofe  upon  them,  and  his 
glory  was  feen  upon  them/*  lia.  lx.  1,2*  i  He 
preached  righteoufnefs  in  the  great  congregation/ 
Pfal.  xh  9.  ‘  He  came  into  the  temple/  (Mai. 

iii.  1.)  and  by  his  preaching  there,  made  4  the 
glory  of  that  latter  houfe,  much  greater  than  the 
glory  of  the  former/  which  was  built  by  Solomon, 
Hag.  ii.  9.  In  what  manner  he  fulfilled  his  ini- 
niflry,  has  been  already  coniidered. 

In  confirmation  of  his  divine  million, he  wrought 
many  wonderful  miracles  among  the  people, 
wherever  he  went.  4  The  Lord  their  God  came 
among  them,  he  came  to  fave  them  :  then  the 
eyes  of  the  blind  were  opened  ;  and  the  cars  of 
the  deaf  unflopped  ;  the  lame  man  leaped  as  a  hart ; 
and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  fung/  If  a.  xxxv.  5, 

In  that  day,  the  deaf  heard  the  words  of  the 
book  ;  and  the  eyes  of  the  blind  law  out  of  obfcu- 
rity  and  out  of  darknefs,  the  meek  alio  increased 
their  joy  in  the  Lord  ;  and  the  poor  among  men 
rejoiced  in  the  holy  one  of  Ifrael/  I  fa.  xxix» 
18,  19. 

When  the  fir  etching  out  of  Immanuel9  s  wings 
had  thus  filled  the  land  of  Judah ,  it  might  have 
been  expected,  that  he  would  have  met  with  a 
moil  joyful  entertainment  amongfl  the  people  s 
but  the  cafe  was  other  wife.  Though  4  he  was 
for  a  fanftuary  to  fome  /  yet  4  he  was  for  a  Hone 


jiou.es  or  IfraeJ,  for  a  gin  and  a  fnare  to  the  in. 
huoitants  of  Jeruiaiem  and  ‘  many  among  them 
fiumbied  and  fell,  were  broken,  and  fnared,  and 

Ce,n-  *  °,r  the  tdbr''ony  was  bound  up  ;  and 

tl1v-  law  ’e'lle;1  among  h;s  difciples,’  Iia.  viii  § 
14,  ij,  16,  known  indeed  and  underftood  ’  by 
tnem  ;  bur  kept  hid  as  a  ferret  from  the  body  of 
JeY';h  nat!on-  Notwithftanding  the  indefat¬ 
igable  labours  of  our  blefTed  Lord,  in  inrtrudinsr 
tuis  people,  tnough  ‘  God  made  bis  mouth  like  a 
marp  (word  ;  and  made  him  a  pnliihed  {haft  in 
hi*  quiver  :»  Yet  did  he  find  caufe  to  complain, 
tnat  he  labored  m  vain  ;  and  (pent  his  ftrength 
■  or  nougat,  and  in  vain,  Ifa.  xlix.  2,  4.  ‘  Who  ’ 

among  all  the  Jewiih  nation  were  there,  that  ‘  be’. 
liCv-ed  his  report  ?  and  to  whom  w  as  the  arm  of 
thg  Lord  revealed  ?  He  was  rejeded  and  defpif- 
fd  of  them  ;  and  they  hid  their  faces  from  him,’ 
iia.  Jm.  1,  3.  Is  it  true,  he  had  a  confiderable 
number  of  temporary  followers,  there  appeared 
iorwe  numbers  of  ‘  the  children  of  Zion,  who  re 
joiced  greatly  ;  and  of  the  children  of  Jerufaleni 
who  fhouted,  w  hen  they  beheld  their  king  come 
to  them,  juft  and  having  falvation,  low  and  ridino- 
upon  an  ais,  and  upon  a  colt  the  foie  of  an  afs,’ 
Zech.  ix.  9.  But  we  fliall  quickly  fee,  that  this 

joy  was  ali  turned  into  hatred,  and  rage,  and  ma¬ 
lice. 


I  proceed  next  to  fliew  the  manner  of  our  Sa¬ 
viours  fufferings,  from  the  hands  of  this  people. 

hen  then  rulers  took  counfel  together  againft 
the  Lord,  and  againft  his  anointed,’  PfaJ.  ii.  2. 
He  was  betrayed  into  their  hands,  by  ‘  one  of  his 
familiar  friends,  in  whom  he  trufted,’  Pfal.  xli. 
9.  They  *  wounded  and  bruifed  him,  the  cliaf- 
tifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him,  that  by  his 
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STRIPES  we  might  be  healed/  I  fa.  I'm. 

He  gave  his  back  to  the  fmiters  /  and  though 
they  bulleted  and  fpit  upon  him,  yet  fuch  was  his 
aitonhhing  meeknefs  and  patience,  that  ‘  he  gave 
his  cheeks  to  them  that  plucked  oft’ the  hair;  and 
hid  not  his  face  from  fhame  and  {pitting/  Ifa.  h 
6.  6  They  pierced  his  hands  and  feet/  Ptah  xxih 

1 6*  And  when  they  had  nailed  him  to  the  crofs, 
‘  they  gave  him  gall  for  his  meat  ;  and  in  his  third 
gave  him  vinegar  to  drink/  Pfal.  lxix.  2  r.  1  hey 
mocked  and  upbraided,  and  even  <  laughed  him  to 
fcorn,  they  ihot  out  their  lips,  they  fhook  their 
heads,  faying,  Pie  traded  in  the  Ford,  that  he 
would  deliver  him,  let  him  deliver  him  feeing  he 
delighted  in  him/  Pfal.  xxii.  7,  8.  In  time,  the/ 
cut  him  off  from  the  land  of  the  living/  Ifa.  liii. 
8.  1  Thus  vt’as  the  Meffiah  cut  off,  but  not  for 

himfelf/  Dan.  ix-  ao.  i  For  the  traiifgreffion  of 
God’s  people  was  he  dricken.  He  made  his  foul 
an  offering  for  fin,  and  he  poured  out  his  foul 
unto  death,  that  he  might  bear  the  fin  of  many, 
and  make  interceffion  for  tranfgreffors/  Ifa.  liii. 
8,  10,  12.  After  his  death,  his  murderers  ‘  part*, 
ed  his  garments  among  them  ;  and  caff  lots  upon 
his  vedure/  Pfal.  xxii.  18.  And  being  dead, 

*  he  made  his  grave  with  the  rich/  Ifa.  liii.  g, 
Th  at  is,  he  was  buried  in  a  rich  man’s  tomb. 

Thus  I  have  followed  our  bleffed  Saviour  to 
the  grave.  But  could  the  grave  detain  him  l 
Could  it  keep  him  his  prifoner  ?  No!  ‘  I  know 
that  my  Redeemer  liveth  ;  and  that  he  fhall  dand 
at  the  latter  day,  upon  the  earth/  Job  xix.  25. 
His  fifo  might  go  to  the  grave,  and  reft  in  hope  ; 
for  God  "would  not  leave  his  foul  in  hell  ;  nor  fuffer 
his  holy  One  to  be  fo  long  under  the  power  of 
death,  as  to  fee  corruption ,  Pi  ah  xvi.  9,  10  -—After 
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(  his  foul  was  made  an  offering  for  fin,  he  faw  his 
feed  ;  and  prolonged  his  days,’  I fa.  liii.  10.  He 
afcended  to  the  right  hand  of  God  ;  and  the  Lord 
faid  to  him,  41  Sit  thou  at  my  right  hand  until  I 
make  thine  enemies  thy  footilool/  Pfal.  cx.  1. 

fie  afcended  on  high,  that  he  might  lead  captiv¬ 
ity  captive  ;  and  give  gifts  unto  men/  Pfal. 
Ixviii.  16. 

Having  thus  given  you  fome  account  from  the 
ancient  prophecies,  of  the  life,  death,  and  refur- 
recbon  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  I  (hall  now  pro¬ 
ceed  to  ihew  you  fome  of  the  conj'squences  of  this 
great  event. 

And  it  may  be  proper  In  the  fir  ft  place  to  take 
notice,  what  were  the  effects  of  the  Jews  thus 
rejecting  and  murdering  the  Prince  of  life  ;  and 
to  (hew  you,  that  the  people  of  Titus,  the  Roman 
‘•prince,  came  upon  them,  deftroyed  their  city 
and  the  fan  flu  ary,  can  fed  the  facrifice  and  the  ob¬ 
lation  to  ceafe  ;  and  the  abominations  (or  abomi¬ 
nable  armies)  with  their  eagles  (and  fnperftitious 
rites)  to  overfpread  and  to  make  them  defolate/ 
Dan.  ix.  27 — When  <  God  had  laid  in  Zion  for 
a  foundation,  a  (tone,  a  tried  Hone,  a  precious  cor¬ 
ner  (lone,  and  a  lure  foundation*  for  all  that 
would  believe  in  him,  he  then  took  notice  of  4  the 
(corn  fill  men  that  ruled  in  Jerufalem.  He  laid 
judgment  to  the  line,  and  righteoufnefs  to  the 
plummet,  the  hail  (w  ept  away  their  refuge  of  lies  ; 
and  the  waters  overflowed  t lie ir  hiding  place. — - 
Their  covenant  with  death  w  as  clifannulled,  ami 
their  agreement  with  hell  could  not  (land  ;  when 
the  overflowing  fcourge  paffed  through  them  ; 
and  they  were  trodden  down  by  it,  from  the  time 
it  w  ent  forth  it  took  them,  for  morning  by  morn- 


ing  it  p ailed  over  them  ;  by  day  and  by  night, 
until  it  was  a  vexation  only  to  underhand  the  re¬ 
port.  For  the  Lord  rofe  up  as  in  mount  Ptra- 
zim,  he  went  forth  as  in  the  valley  of  Gibeon  ; 
and  a  confu  option  was  detei  mined  upon  the 
whole  earth/  or  upon  the  whole  land,  I  la-  xxviii. 

1 4  to  the  22*  i  1  he  Lord  numbered  them  to 
the  fword  ;  and  they  all  bowed  down  to  the 
fl  i lighter  ;  becaule  when  he  culltd  they  did  not 
anfwer,  when  he  fpake  they  did  not  hear  ;  but 
did  evil  before  his  eyes,  and  chofe  that  wherein 
he  delighted  not  ;  therefore  the  Lord  Fa  id  unto 
them,  Behold,  my  fervants  ('he  Chriftians)  (hall 
eat  ;  but  ye  (hall  be  hungry.  Behold,  my  fer¬ 
vants  in  a  11  drink  :  but  ye  (hall  be  thirfty-  Be¬ 
hold,  my  fervants  ihall  rejoice  :  but  ye  fhall  be 
afhamed.  Behold,  my  fervants  ihall  ling  for  joy 
of  heart:  but  ye  ihall  cry  for  forrow  of  heart, 
and  ihall  howl  for  vexation  of  fpirit.  And  ye 
ihall  ieave  your  name  for  a  curfe  unto  my  chofen, 
for  the  Lord  God  ihall  (lay  thee,  and  call  his  fer¬ 
vants  by  another  name  /  Chriftians  and  not  Jews, 
Ifa.  Ixv.  12  to  i$. 

Another  confequence  of  the  exceflion  of  the 
JMefliah,  and  his  pouring  out  his  foul  unto  death, 
was  the  calling  the  Gentiles  into  a  church  (late. 
4  Behold  God’s  fervant  whom  he  upholds,  his 
eledTin  whom  his  foul  delighted,  he  has  put  his 
fpirit  upon  him  ;  and  he  hath  brought  forth 
judgmentsunto  the  Gentiles.  He  has  not  failed 
nor  been  difeouraged,  ’till  he  has  fet  judgment 
upon  the  earth  ;  and  the  ifles  have  waited  for  his 
law/  Ifa.  xliit  i,  4.  i  Then  did  the  barren  fing 
that  did  not  bear  ;  ihe  broke  iorth  into  lingmg 
and  cryed  aloud,  that  had  not  travailed  with  child  ; 
and  more  were  the  children  of  the  defolate,  than 
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or  t-lc  niarried  wife.  For  (he  brake  forth  on  the 
r>gbt  hand  and  on  the  left  ;  and  her  feed  inherit¬ 
ed  the  Gentiles  ;  and  made  the  defolate  cities  to 
be  mhabtted/  Ifa.  liv.  I,  3.  Thus  was  our  Lord 

J* tU>  glven  for  a  light  to  the  Gentiles 

tnat  he  might  be  for  falvation  unto  the  ends  of 
tne  earth/  Ta.  xlix.  6.  And  the  Gentiles  cams 

to  his  hght,  and  kings  to  the  brightnefs  of  his  ri¬ 
lin'*  —  *'  ~ 


g,  Jia< 


x*  3 


J  hi»s  you  nave  had  a  general  view  of  our  hi  T 
fed  S:micur >s  life,  death?  rejection,  afcenltn 

2nd  kingdom,  out  of  the  jswifli  prophets _ I  have 

not  given  you  a  A  (nor  indeed  ?  tenth  part)  of  the 
predictions  of  the  Meffiah,  that  are  to  be  found  in 
the  Old  Teftament  ;  and  yet  I  have  by  thefe 
brief  hints,  given  you  the  advantage  to  confider, 
whether  thefe  prophecies  did  not  in  all  circum- 
ftances  cxa&ly  agree  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl ; 
uijvl  w  he  the  i  tney  did  or  poiiibly  could  agree  to 
any  other  perfon  in  the  world. 

i  And  now,  fir,  I  leave  it  to  yourfelf  to  jud-e 
whether  we  can  either  have  or  defire  greater 
certainty  Oi  any  pall  event,  than  that  tncle  prophe¬ 
cies  did  direclly  refer  to  and  wer*  all  accomplifh- 
ed  in  the  Lord  Jefus  ChrilL 


Suppofe  we  had  a  certain  direction,  when  to 
begin  the  forty  two  months,  or  one  thoufand  two 
li unui  ed  and  fixty  years  of  AntiphrilTs  reign,  as 
we  have  with  rclpeft  to  the  beginning  of  Daniel’s 
weeks  ;  and  you  fhould  find,  by  calculation  that 
they  hi 011  Id  terminate  in  the  year  1746  ;  and  be¬ 
ing  filled  with  expectations  of  the  events  of  that 
year,  ihould  (when  it  comes)  actually  fee  all  the 
Popifh  princes  of  Europe  brought  into  fubjection 


! 
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the  Proteftant  princes  united  in  confederacy,  the 
city  ot  Rome  hack’d  and  burnt,  and  the  papal  hie- 
rarchy  every  where  overturned  ;  the  Turkiih  em¬ 
pire  deftroyed  ;  and  the  Jews  collected  and  brought 
into  the  chriftian  cliurch  :  would  you  not  acknow¬ 
ledge thefe  prophecies  to  be  of  divine  original; 
and  the  pope  and  Roman  papacy,  to  be  the°Anti- 
chrift  therein  predicted  ?  And  would  you  not  alfo 
live  in  certain  expectation  of  all  the  other  events, 
vvhich  are  foretold  as  confequences  of  this  revolu¬ 
tion  ? — You  certainly  would-  And  yet  I  mutt 
take  the  liberty  to  tell  you,  that  there  is  a  much 
brighter  light  ihines  upon  the  prophecies  concern¬ 
ing  our  blefled  Saviour,  in  their  exaftaccornplilh- 
ment,  lhanjhis  would  prove,  Ihould  all  thele  cir- 
cumltances  concur,  as  is  here  fuppofed- 

That  the  Lord  may  gracioufly  grant  both  you 
and  me  a  fmcere  faith  in  this  blefled  Saviour  •  and 
prepare  us  both  for  the  great  events  that  are  haft- 
snmg  upon  us,  is  the  prayer  of 

S  I  R, 

Your,  &c. 


letter  IV. 

Wherein  is  confidered  the  Certainty  ofthofe  F  ids 

upomohich  the  Evidences  of  Chrijiianity  depends. ' 
Sir, 

V"  °IJh™rkeuin  fuPP°fing> that  "  my  laft  let. 
r  has  fet  the  evidence  of  our  Saviour’s  di- 

■me  million,  from  the  Old  Teftament  prophecies, 
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In,-,  if  _ 

in  the  dronged  light. ” — 1  here  might  he  much 
dronger  light  brought  from  the  prophetic  writ¬ 
ings,  in  con  firm  a  ^on  of  this  blelFecI  truth  ;  and 
yet  you  mud  allow  me  the  freedom  to  tell  you, 
that  my  letter  jultiy  demands  of  you  a  firmer  af- 
fent,  than  you  are  pieafed  toexprefs,  to  that  fun¬ 
damental  article  of  our  faith  and  hope,  it  repre- 
fents  to  you  more  than  “  a  llrong  probability, 

■»  that  jeius  Chrilt  is  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  Sa- 

(  viour  of  the  world.”- — Coniidcr,  T  befeecli  you, 

whether  it  is  pofilhle,  for  any  or  for  all  created 
intelligences,  to  jorefee  and  foretell  fuch  future 
events,  as  depends  wholly  upon  the  rneer  good 
pleafure  of  God  ;  fuch  events  as  are  altogether 
out  of  the  way  of  God’s  ordinary  difpeniations  of 
providence  ;  and  fuch  events  as  had  not  the  lead 
probability  from  the  known  laws  of  nature,  to 
have  ever  come  to  pafs  ;  and  then  to  overrule  the 
various  revolutions  of  nature  and  providence  in 
fuch  a  way,  as  is  utterly  inconfident  with,  and  in 
many  indances  altogether  contrary  to,  the  known 
Hated  methods  of  God’s  governing  the  world,  in 
order  that  thofe  predictions  (even  in  every  par¬ 
ticular  circumdance)  Ihould  be  cxaCtly  accomplifh- 
ed — I  entreat  you,  Sir,  to  coniidcr  the  affair  in 
this  view,  (for  in  this  view  it  ought  to  be  confi- 
dered.)  and  then  tell  me,  whether  the  evidence 
do  not  amount  to  more  than  a  drong  probability. 
And  con  Oder  what  evidence  of  this  kind  you  your- 
lelf  can  pofiibly  imagine,  that  would  bring  your 
mind  into  a  full  acquiefcence  in  this  truth,  as  cer¬ 
tain  and  undoubted. 

Tf  there  can  be  any  reafonable  doubt  remain¬ 
ing,  it  mud  be  for  one  of  thefe  following  caufes. 
Either, 


x.  It  muff  be  fuppofed,  that  the  Jewiih  pro¬ 
phets  had  no  fuch  events  in  their  eye  ;  that  the 
quoted  predictions  had  a  reference  to  fomething 
elfe  ;  or  perhaps  no  reference  to  any  thing  at  all  : 
bat  were  the  cajttal  { allies  of  the  feveral  authors 
fruitful  fancies  or  imaginations. 

O 

But  then,  if  this  be  fuppofed,  how  comes  it 
to  pafs  that  they  are  all  fo  exactly  verified  ?  Cer- 
•tain  it  is,  that  the  Jews  fuppofed  all  thefe  predic¬ 
tions  to  oe  divine  infpirations,  kept  op  dated  me¬ 
morials  of  them,  and  longed  for  their  accomplish¬ 
ment.  And  it  is  equally  certain,  that  at  the  ve¬ 
ry  time  when  they  ought  to  be  expected,  they 
were  all  fulfilled,  in  every  circumftance.  This 
is  an  affair  that  demands  vour  attention.  Here 
are  predictions  of  moil  wonderful  amazing  events  ; 
fuch  ns  no  appearances,  that  ever  had  been  in  i  am 
world,  could  any  way  lead  the  minds  of  the  pro¬ 
phets  to  think  of,  or  imagine — Thefe  events 
were  foretold  as  to  time,  place,  and  many  other 
particular  circurnftanccs,  that  you  fee  a  hiftory  of 
our  Saviour’s  birth,  life,  death,  relurreclion,  af- 
cenfion  and  future  kingdom,  could  be  made  up 
out  of  thefe  prophecies  :  and  to  crown  the  whole, 
they  have  all  been  exactly  fulfilled.  Now,  then, 
I  have  right  to  demand  ;  .Were  thefe  from  hea¬ 
ven  or  of  men  P  Can  the  molt  licentious  imagina¬ 
tion  apprehend  thefe  very  numerous  and  various 
predictions  to  be  the  eilccrs  of  capricious  fancies  ; 
and  their  fulfilment,  a  matter  of  mere  chance  or 
casualty  ?  1  hen  may  the  Epicurean  philofophy 
take  place  again  ;  and  the  world  in  its  glory,  or¬ 
der  and  fy  name  try,  he  reafenably  believed  to  be 
the  eueCT  ot  a  fortuitous  concourie  and  jumble 
in  atoms.  1  hope,  this  doubt  is  cleared  cut  of 


youi  way  ;  and  I  know  of  but  one  mere  that  can 
remain  :  Which  is, 


2*  That  th  ere  never  were  anv  fucb  fr'ed' flinn r 
of  ,hrfe  tilings  in  ,l,e  }„,Jh  pi, pi,,,/,  buf”« 
an  of  them  were  written  fince  the  events . 


But  then,  you  muft  fuppofe,  that  this  was  done 
by  the  Chnjtians,  without  the  privity  of  the  Jews 
and  others,  who  had  thefe  books  in  their  hands  ; 
or  that  it  was  done  by  a  joint  confederacy  of  Chrif- 
tuins  and  jews .  If  the  former,  you  muft  imagine, 
*Ta r  me  whole  nation  of  the  Jews,  and  all  the  o- 
ther  nations  who  had  the  Greek  tranfiation  of  the 
Jewifh  Bible  in  their  hands,  mu  ft  be  perfuaded  to 
believe,  that  they  always  had  and  always  read  thofe 
things  in  their  Bible,  which  were  never  there  ;  or 
eiie  all  of  them  to  a  man  mu  ft  be  prevailed  upon, 
out  of  complaifance  to  their  greateft  adverfaries, 
to  interpolate  their  Bibles,  by  inferring  thefe  pre* 
cli&ions  ;  and  not  leave  to  pofterity  a  Tingle  copy 
unadulterated,  to  difeover  and  correct  the  fraud. 
But  if  you  chufe  the  latter  of  thofe  fuppofals,  that 
thefe  prophecies  were  added  to  the  Jewifh  Bibles 
by  a  joint  confederacy  of  Chrftians  and  Jews,  you 
mufl  imagine,  that  the  whole  Jewifh  nation  in  all 
their  molt  dillant  difperfions,  united  in  a  confede¬ 
racy  to  furnilh  the  world  with  armour  againft  their 
own  infidelity  ;  and  to  reprejent  thehifelves  as 
the  molt  unreafonable  and  wicked  of  all  mankind. 
Thefe  abfurdities  are,  I  am  fure,  too  grofs  for 
you  to  entertain  ;  and  yet  I  may  venture  to  chal¬ 
lenge  you  to  think  of  any  other  way,  in  which  it 
is  polfible  this  could  be  done* 

But  you  tell  me,  “  It  appears  the  greateft  dif¬ 
ficulty  to  you,  to  come  at  any  certainty  of  the 
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truth  of  thole  fads,  upon  which  the  evidence  of 
Chriftianity  depends. And  I  readily  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  if  thefe  fads  are  not  true,  all  our  rea- 
fonings  from  prophecy,  and  miracles  too,  will 
come"  to  nothing.  It  is  therefore  proper,  to  con- 
fider  this  cafe  more  particularly.  And  in  order 
that  this  may  be  brought  into  the  clofeft  view, 
and  the  clonclulion  neceifarily  force  iti elf  upon 
our  minds ;  let  us  confider  what confequences muft 
follow  upon  the  fuppofal,  that  thefe  fads  are  not 
true.  You  can  have  no  rational  doubt  of  theie 
things,  but  upon  one  of  thefe  fuppolitions  :  either, 

1.  That  the  apoftles ,  and  other  reporters  of 
thefe  fads,  did  ihemfelves  certainly  know  that  their 
narratives  of  thefe  miracles  were  all  of  them  mere 
fictions  and  falfehoods ;  and  that  they  never  did  in 
fad  fee  any  fuch  miraculous  works  performed  by 
Jefus  Chrifi  ;  that  they  never  did  fee  and  con- 
verfe  with  him  after  his  refurredion  ;  and  that 
they  never  had  thofe  miraculous  gifts  and  powers 
themfelves  ;  nor  ever  inftrumentally  conveyed 
them  to  others. — Or, 

2.  That  the  reporters  of  thefe  fads,  and  many 

thoufands  of  others,  had  their fenfcs  and  *  imagi. 
nations  impofed  upon  and  were  made  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  they  did  fee,  hear,  and  feel,  fuch  mi¬ 
raculous  operations,  as  were  never  performed _ 

Or  elfe, 

3.  That  this  whole  hiftory  was  an  after-game  ; 
and  a  mere  piece  of  forgery  obtruded  upon  the 
world,  alter  the  fads  were  pretended  to  be  done. 

Theie  are  all  the  fuppofitions,  that  can  poffibly* 
be  made  in  this  cafe*  And  I  have  already  in  my 
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second  letter  offered  you  Tome  proof,  that  they 

'c  J“of  them  unreafonable  and  abfurd _ How. 

y  0U1  mtisfadion,  I  will  endeavor  to  ihew 
you  under  each  of  thefe  fuppofitions,  fome  of 

tnoie  ablurdities  that  will  neceffarily  follow  from 
them* 

in  the  fir  ft  place,  ifit  be  luppofed,  that  the  re- 
porters  of  thefe  fads  did  themfelves  certainly  know 
Uiat  they  wer efalfe,  then  it  wdlfollow,  that  thou- 
Janas  of  others,  before  whom  thefe  miracles  were 
laid  to  be  done,  did  alfo  certainly  know  that  they 
vvtiC  in ei  e  fictions  and  fables.  For  they  were  as 
capable  of  certainty,  whether  they  had  feen  thofe 
multitudes  of  plain  open  vifible  fads,  which  are 
icported,  as  the  apoflles  were  themfelves.  Upon 
diis  iuppofal,  all  Judea  and  Jerufalem  muff  cer- 
iainiy  know,  that  they  never  fa w  any  fuch  defcent 
of  the  Holy  Ghoff  in  cloven  tongues  upon  the  a- 
poflles  and  company;  and  that  they  know  no- 
ming  of  thpje  gifts  of  languages,  which  were  pre¬ 
tended. — - 1  he  feveral  churches  throughout  the 
v\  oild,  among  whom  the  apoflles  went,  did  cer- 
caiuly  know,  that  they  faw  no  miracles  wrought 
by  them  in  confirmation  of  their  million  ;  that 
they  never  had  nor  knew  any  thing  about  thofe 
miraculous  gifts,  which  w  ere  laid  to  be  fo  common 
among  them.  And  yet  that  all  thefe  confpired  in 
the  deceit  (Jews,  as  well  as  Gentiles)  to  the  utter 
lubverfion  of  the  religion  in  which  they  had  been 
educated  ;  arid  multitudes  of  them  at  the  expence 
cf  their  honors,  eftates,  and  lives,  notone  perfon 
among  them  all  appearing  to  deted  the  villainy. 
The  jews  tamely  lubmitting  to  the  lofs  of  their 
religion,  and  to  the  imputation  of  the  blacked 
trime,  that  ever  w>as  committed  ;  and  the  Chrif. 
thn  churches  as  tamely  fubmitting  to  all  that  is 
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{hocking  and  terrible  to  nature,  rather  than  con¬ 
tradict  and  difprove  what  they  knew  to  be  falfe. 
Nay,  what  is  more  furprifing  (till,  all  of  thefe, 
even  the  greated  enemies  of  Chriftianity  among 
them,  have  not  only  allowed,  but  actually  avert¬ 
ed  the  truth  of  thefe  faCts  ;  which,  upon  this  fnp- 
pofal,  they  might  have  (o  eafily  difproved,  to  the 
ut,ter  ruin  of  the  chridian  caufe.  And  to  crown 
all,  there  can  be  no  motive  in  the  world  imagined, 
t©  put  any  of  them  upon  acknowledging  fndi  no¬ 
torious  and  abominable  falfehoods.  As  1  know, 
on  the  one  hand,  that  you  cannot  f\v allow  fuch 
grois  abfurdities  as  thefe  ;  fo  I  alfo  know  ,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  you  have  no  way  to  avoid  them, 
upon  the  fuppoiition  before  us. 

It  may  be  further  obferved,  that  if  the  repor¬ 
ters  of  thefe  miracles  did  themfeL  es  know,  that 
their  narratives  were  fictitious  and  fnlfe,  it  will 
alio  follow,  that  the  moil:  vile  and  wicked  men  that 
ever  were  in  the  world,  and  the  mod  abandoned 
to  all  fenfe  of  virtue  and  piety,  did  draw  up  the 
befi  fyftem  of  practical  religion,  the  mod  worthy 
of  God  and  man,  that  ever  was  know  n  ;  that  they, 
contrary  to  their  inward  principles,  let  the  bed 
examples ,  and  walked  according  to  the  rules  of 
tins  religion  themfelves ;  yea,  without  any  known 
motive,  fpent  their  whole  lives  in  a  continued 
courle  of  the  greated  toil,  fatigue,  and  milery, 
that  ever  men  did,  to  promote  this  religion,  to 
imprefs  it  upon  the  minds  of  others,  and  to  teach 
them,  according  to  it,  to  live  in  the  love  and  fear 
of  God.  It  will  alfo  follow,  that  thefe  enemies  of 
God  and  godlinefs  (who  w  ere  fo  profane,  as  a- 
gaind  their  own  light  to  propagate  this  impodure, 
in  the  name  of  God  Almighty)  did  not  only  give 
up  the  nopes  of  future  happinefs,  but  all  the  com- 


for!\s  of  this  life  aifo,  in  vindication  of  this  known 
] uljebood'  ;  that  to  this  end  they  ventured  upon 
every  thing  that  is  molt  terrible  and  affrighting 
to  human  nature,  and  even  upon  the  molt  cruel 
and  barbarous  death ,  without  the  leaft  poffible 
hopes  oi  advantage,  either  in  this  world  or  that 
winch  is  to  come*  for  they  did  know,  and  could 
not  but  know,  that  they  were  going  themlelves, 
and  leading  their  followers,  upon  the  pikes  of  their 
numerous  and  potent  adverfaries,  without  an  Jr 
profpecl  beyond  the  grave  (upon  the  fuppofition 
before  us)  but  of  eternal  damnation*  And  what 
it;!!  increafes  the  abfurdity  of  this  fuppofition,  is, 
not  one  of  thefe  ever  retraced  this  known  falfe- 
hood,  even  in  the  article  of  death  :  but  boldly  en¬ 
countered  the  m  oft  ih  a  rueful  and  painful  death 
their  adverfaries  could  inflid,  rather  than  confefs 
the  truth.  What,  hr,  can  you  poilibly  imagine  of 
Inch  condutt  as  this  ?  That  thefe  men  were  not 
load  and  diilraifted,  appears  evidently  by  their 
'works;  which,  though  plain  and  familiar,  were 
the  molt  confident,  divine,  and  rational,  that  ever 
appeared  in  the  world.  Here  mult  therefore  be 
a  continued  feene  of  miracles ,  one  way  or  other. 
It  muft  at  lea  ft  be  allowed  miraculous,  for  fo  ma¬ 
ny  men  knowingly  and  continually  to  a  eft  in  direct 
opposition  to  all  their  interefts,  comforts,  and 
hopes  ;  and  run  counter  to  all  the  principles  of 
humanity,  to  all  the  fprings  of  action,  that  were 


ever  known  among  men. 


Let  us  now  try  th tfecond  fuppofal  ;  and  in¬ 
quire  whether  it  is  pollible  that  the  reporters  of 
thefe  fa<fts,  and  all  Other  fpe&ators  of  them,  had 
their  fenfes  impoftd  upon ,  by  any  legerdemain 
trick,  juggle,  or  deceit  ?  Whether,  for  inftance, 
the  ienies  of  the  apoftles  were  impofed  upon  for 
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fome  years  together,  while  there  were  daily  mi¬ 
racles  wrought  by  their  matter,  before  their  eyes? 
Whe  ther  the  ienfes  of  whole  multitudes  were 
impeded  upon,  that  they  really  thought  thev  faw 
the  iick  healed,  the  dead  railed,  Sea  and  thefe 
things  repeated  again  and  again  for  a  long  tradt 
of  time,  when  there  was  indeed  nothing  at  all  in 
it  ?  Whether  the  witnefles  of  our  Lord’s  refnr- 
reflion  were  impofed  upon,  when  they  fuppofeci 
they  faw  him  after  his  death,  ate  and  drank  and 
convened  familiarly  with  him  for  forty  days  to¬ 
gether;  and  beheld  him  taken  up  to  heaven  before 
their  eyes  ?  And  whether  all  the  firtt  churches 
were  impofed  upon  when  they  imagined  that  they 
faw  miracles  repeatedly  wrought  among  them  ; 
and  had  themfelves  miraculous  gifts  and  powers  ? 
If  thefe  extravagant  fuppofitions  are  allowed,  of 
what  fervice  can  our  fenfes  be  to  us  ;  and  how- 
can  we  any  way  be  certain  of  any  thing  whatfo- 
ever?  We  may  as  reafonably  imagine,  that  our 
whole  life  has  been  one  continued  dream  ;  and 
that  in  reality  we  never  faw,  heard,  felt,  thought, 
fpake,  or  ached  any  thing  at  all.— Here  lilcewife 
you  rrfbft  neceiTarily  allow  a  continued  courfe  of 
miracles ,  one  way  or  other.  At  lea  ft  it  mutt:  be 
allowed  miraculous,  that  fo  great  a  part  of  the 
world  Ihould  all  lofe  their  fenfes  together;  and 
yet  all  of  them  imagine  that  they  had  all  this  time 
their  Ienfes  in  their  full  exercife. 

Let  us  next  confider,  whether  the  laft  of  the 
fuppofitions,  that  the  whole  hittory  of  the  miracles 
wrought  by  our  Lord  Jelus  Chrift  and  his  apof- 
ties,  was  an  after-game,  a  mere  piece  of  forgery, 
obtruded  upon  the  world  in  fome  dittant  time  af¬ 
ter  tne  fades  were  pretended  to  be  done,  w  ill  ap- 
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pear  more  reafonable  than  t lie  others  already  con¬ 
sidered  . 


I  have  fpoken  Something  to  this  in  my  Second 
meter,  to  which  I  refer  you  :  and  Snail  now  only 
*  add  Some  hints  further  to  illuftrate  the  cafe  before 
us.  If  this  lad  cafe  be  fuppofed,  the  forgery  mud 
be  palmed  upon  the  world,  either  before  or  after 
Chridianity  had  generally  obtained.  If  this  falls 
hidory  was  tbruli  upon  the  world  in  Some  diftant 
age  after  the  facts  were  pretended  to  be  done,  he- 
jQre  Chridianity  had  generally  obtained,  it  will 
then  follow,  that  all  the  hidorians  of  thofe  times 


(Ciirduan,  Jewilh  and  Pagan)  have  united' in  con¬ 
federacy,  to  give  us  a  falfe  account  of  ChriftianF 
ty7s  immediately  Succeeding  the  crucifixion  of 
thrift,  not  only  in  Judea,  but  in  all  parts  of  the 
Homan  empire.  That  they  do  all  agree  in  this 
report,  is  what  you  mud  acknowledge  :  but  how 
they  came  to  unite  in  relating  Such  matters  of  fad, 
which  they  all  (upon  this  fuppofition)  muftknow  to 
be  falfe,  is  what  no  man  can  podibly  imagine.  If 
this,  was  done  after  chridianity  had  obtained,  it 
will  follow,  that  a  great  part  of  the  world  renoun¬ 
ce  d  the  religion  in  which  they  had  been  educated, 
lor  the  defpifed  dodriue  of  the  crofs,  and  for  a 
life  of  continued  contempt,  mifery,  arid  peril, 
■without  knowing  the  reafon  why  ;  and  altogeth¬ 
er  ig  lorant  of  the  foundation  upon  which  their 
new  rTigion  was  built.  For,  if  they  profeffed 
Cbridiarnty,  before  they  know  the  hidory  of 
Chriit’s  life,  miracles,  death,  refurrection,  a  Seen - 
i  on,  and  before  they  had  heard  of  the  apcdle’s 
progrefs  and  miraculous  works,  with  the  miracu¬ 
lous  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghod,  which  accompanied 
their  minidry  ;  they  then  all  agreed  to  Ferine  e 
their  mod  valuable  temporal  intereds.,  and  multi- 


tudes  of  them  endured  the  mod  terrible  deaths, 
in  a  caufe  which  they  knew  nothing  about,  and 
none  of  them  knew  any  manner  of  reafon  why 
they  ihould  do  io.  1  hat  is,  in  plain  Englilli,  a 
great  part  ot  the  world  ran  mad  at  once,  rnofl  un¬ 
accountably  ;  and  from  thcfe  mad  men,  Chrifti- 
anity  is  deftendeci  down  to  the  prefent  time. 

It  may  he  further  ohftrved,  that  upon  the  fup~ 
pofition  before  us,  it  will  alio  follow,  that  in  what¬ 
ever  dutant  age  from  theft  pretended  facts,  this 
hiiiory  was  palmed  upon  the  world,  all  men  at  f 
once  nniit  be  perfuaded  to  believe  for  truth ,  w  hat 
they  knew  to  be  f a Ife* — Theft  hiltories  declare, 
that  they  were  written  by  the  apoftles  and  imme¬ 
diate  difciples  of  our  Lord,  that  the  authors  of 
theft  hiltories  did  propagate  the  gofpel  through 
rite  w  orld,  did  fend  theft  writings  to  the  church¬ 
es  to  be  kept  in  their  hands,  as  the  rule  of  their 
lives,  and  the  diredory  of  their  conduct  ;  and 
that  in  fad,  multitudes  of  the  ftvcral  nations  were 
profelyted  unto,  and  baptiftd  into  the  faith  of 
Chriftianitv.T — Now  was  it  poffible,  at  any  time 
w  hatfoever,  after  thofe  pretended  fads,  that  thefe 
nations  could  be  ignorant,  whether  theft  books 
and  this  religion  were  handed  down  to  them  by 
their  progenitors  ?  Could  not  every  one  of  the 
nations,  who  are  in  thefe  books  laid  to  be  con¬ 
verted  to  Chriltianity,  at  once  conclude  that  they 
had  never  heard  any  thing  cf  this  nature  before  ; 
and  therefore,  that  theft  fndories  v  ere  all  falfe 
and  fpiirious  ;  and  consequently  not  worthy  of 
the  leait  notice  ?  Is  it  poffible,  that  the  world 
Ihould  agree  to  venture  both  time  and  eternity 
upon  fuch  a  known  falfthood  ?  Could  all  the 
world  at  once  be  gulled  by  fuch  glaring  and  open 
forgery  and  deceit  ?  In  a  word,  theft  books  were 
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many  of  them  direded  to  large  focieties  of  men 
in  different  parts  of  the  world,  vv  ere  early  tranfla! 
tea  into  divers  languages, in  which  they  are.  ftill  ex- 
tant,  have  been  publicly  kept  and  publicly  read  in 
the  churches,  have  been  appealed  to  by  all  parties 
and  feeds  ;  and  never  called  in  queftion  as  a  for¬ 
gery,  either  by  the  friends  or  enemies  of  the  chrif- 
tian  caufe.  All  thefe  tilings  put  top-ether,  we 
have  as  much  certainty,  that  thefe  hTffories  are 
not,  cannot  be  forgery  or  impoffure,  as  we  can 
have  of  any  thing  whatfoever,  not  immediately 
open  to  our  fenfes. 

Now,  fir,  let  us  fum  up  this  evidence  ;  and  fee 
what  the  conclufion  muff  be. 


All  mankind  muff  own,  that  if  the  hiffory  of 
the^e  fads  be  true  ;  if  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  did 
perform  fo  many  aifonifhing  miracles  for  fo  long 
a i  rime  together,  in  jollification  of  his  divine  mif- 
fion  ;  if  he  did  himlelf  rife  from  the  dead,  com- 
million  his  apoilles  to  their  w  ork,  endow  them 
with  the  miraculous  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and 
empower  them,  by  the  impofition  of  their  hands 
to  communicate  the  f  ame  miraculous  gifts  to  others, 
here  was  certainly  the  greateft  interpofition  of 
heaven  in  favor  of  the  chriftian  inftitution,  that 

can  poflibly  be  imagined  or  conceived _ The 

power  and  veracity  of  God  himlelf  were  at  flake 
in  this  caule  ;  for  they  were  both  appealed  to,  in 
confirmation  of  the  truth  :  and  both  in  the  mod 
amazing  manner  difplayed,  in  anfwer  to  that  ap¬ 
peal.  All  doubting  in  this  cafe  is  therefore  a  cal¬ 
ling  in  queflion  the  truth  and  faithfulness  of  God 
himfelf,  as  well  as  his  power. 

If  this  hiftory  be  not  true,  then  all  the  known 
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laws  of  nature  were  changed  :  all  the  motives 
and  incentives  to  human  actions,  that  ever  had 
obtained  in  the  world,  have  been  entirely  in¬ 
verted  :  The  wicked  eft  men  in  the  world  have 
taken  the  greateft  pains,  and  endured  thegreaiefi 
hardfhip  and  mifery,  to  invent,  pradife  and  pro¬ 
pagate  the  moft  holy  religion  that  ever  was  : 
and  not  only  the  apoitles  and  fir  ft  preachers  of 
the  gofpel,  but  whole  nations  of  rnen,  and  all 
forts  of  men,  Chriflian,  Jew  and  Pap  an,  were 
(no  body  can  imagine  how  or  why)  confederated 
to  propagate  a  known  cheat  againit  their  own  ho¬ 
nor,  interefl  and  fafety  :  and  multitudes  of  men, 
without  any  profped  ol  advantage  here  or  here¬ 
after,  were  brought  molt  conftantly  and  tena- 
cioufly  to  profefs  what  they  knew  to  be  falfe,  to 
exchange  all  the  comforts  aru  pleafures  of  life  for 
hame  and  contempt,  for  bai  ilhments,  fcourg- 
ngs,  imprifonments  and  death  ;  in  a  word,  vo- 
untarily  to  expofe  themfelves  to  be  hated  both 
)f  God  and  man,  and  that  without  airy  know  n  mo. 
ive  whatfoever — This  mult  be  allowed,  or  die 
'ou  mull  allow,  that  no  man  ever  was,  or  ever 
:an  he  certain  of  any  thing  ;  as  is  more  particu- 

arlv  conlidered  above. 

* 

There  now  remains  one  of  thefe  three  things 
necdTary  conclufion  from  w  hat  has  been  laid  ; 
ither,  (i.)  That  thefe  confluences  maybe 
jlt.fiecl  ;  or,  (2*)  fl  hat  they  are  not  regularly 
^educed  from  the  premiles  ;  or,  (3.)  1  hat  the 

mrdtian  religion  is  true,  and  of  divine  authority, 
am  perfuaded,  you  will  not  affume  either  of  the 
vo  former  of  thefe  conclufions :  the  latter  there*- 
>ie  forces  i  tie  If  upon  you. 
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That  the  Lord  may  direft  you  in  the  way  c 
truth  and  path  of  life,  is  the, prayer  of. 

Sir, 


Your  &c» 


LETTER  V. 

Wherein  fame  of  the  internal  evidences  of  Chrifl, 

a  nil y  are  confdered • 

,  S  1  R, 

ACCORDING  to  the  direction  given  in  you 
laft,  I  Ill  all  ufe  the  greatefl  freedom  in  in 
anfwer,  and  laying  afide  all  refervesy  ihall  pre 
fume  on  your  candor* 

You  “cannot  fee,?  you  tell  me  “how  thof 
arguments  of  mine  for  the  truth  of  ChriitiauUy 
can  admit  of  a  rational  and  confident  anfwer. ; 
How  then  can  you  be,  but  “  almoil  perfuadei 
to  he  a  Chriftian  V’  How  can  you  want  “  fom< 
general  and  eafy  directions,  how  to  get  rid  o 
thole  doubts,  which  ftiil  hang  upon  your  mind 
from  the  various  difficulties  which  are  continual 
]y  calling  themfelves  in  your  way  Do  yot 
deal  thus  with  yourfelf  in  other  cafes,  of  infi 
nitely  lefs  importance  ?  Do  you  harrafs  youi 
mind  with  doubts  about  other  things  which  ar< 
clearly  evident  to  you,  only  becaufe  you  meei 
with  fome  difficulties  which  you  cannot  reach!) 
jfolve  ? — This  were  die  way  to  downright  feep- 
ticifm,  in  everything  which  falls  under  your  con- 
fideration,  whether  natural  or  moral.  And  at 
this  rate,  you  may  call  into  queiiion  your  own 
being,  and  all  your  rational  powers  j  as  well  as 
every  thing  you  lee,  hear,  or  feed,  for  I  dare 
fay,  there  are  difficulties  enough  in  any  or  all  of 


:hefe,  to  puzzle  the  mod  fagacious  philofopher 
hat  ever  breathed  ;  and  to  nonplus  the  inqui¬ 
ries  of  all  the  men  in  the  world. 


The  quefh’on  berore  you  is,  whether  the  fads 
ipon  which  the  evidence  of  Chridianity  depends, 
ire  clearly  proved  and  neceilariiy  true  ?  If  fo 
here  certainly  mud  be  fome  way  to  folve  all 
hofe  difficulties,  whether  you  have  found  out  the 
nethod  to  do  it  or  not — You  Ihould  likewife  con- 
ider,  that  if  is  of  no  importance  to  the  Jafety  of 
our  foul,  whether  you  are,  or  are  not,  capable 
o  obviate  all  the  objections  which  fall  in  your 
vay  :  hut  it  is  of  eternal  importance,  that  you 
mild  on  a  fure  foundation  *,  and  that  you  believe 
n  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God—— -'1  his  then  Ihould 
>e  your  method  in  the  cafe  before  you.  Fird, 
re  to  your  foundation  ;  examine  thoroughly,  fe- 
iouOy  and  impartially,  whether  the  evidence  for 
he  truth, of  Chriftianity  be  fuch,  that  you  have 
eafon  to  believe  it  ;  and  that  it  would  be  rea- 
onable,  not  to  believe  it  true.  And  then  whar- 
ver  difficulties  may  occur,  do  not  dig  up  your 
oundation  ;  and  undermine  your  faith  and  hope. 
)onot  give  your  adverfary  the  advantage  to 
eep  you  in  a  continued  fufpence,  led  you  live 
nd  die  an  unbeliever  ;  and  fo  have  your  ob¬ 
vious  removed  when  it  is  too  late,  when  your 
onvi&ion  will  but  prove  your  confufion — I  do 
ot  fpeak  this  to  deter  you  from  examining  the 
tod  Inatle  objections  which  the  greated  enemies 
f.Chridianify  are  able  to  throw  in  your  way. 
i  he  caufe  will  bear  the  drifted  knitiny,  the  fe- 
ereft  trial.  And  you  can  hardly  imagine  any 
difficulty ,  but  w  hat  has  been  clearly  am!  jud'd 
ufly  reiolved,  by  one  or  other,  of  the  hue  de* 
e riders  of  this  glorious  caufe.  But  are  you  con* 
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Winced  that  the  arguments  to  prove  the  truth  of 
Chrifihanity ,  admit  of  no  rational  anjwer  ?  Take 
then  the  apoftle’s  advice,  in  all  the  further  in¬ 
quiries  you  fhall  make,  to  hold  fafit  the  begin, 
ting  of  your  confidence  filedfaj ?  unto  the  end . 


This  then  is  part  of  that  general  advice  I 
would  give  you,  that  you  may  get  rid  of  thofe 
doubts  which  (till  hang  upon  your  mind.— Fol¬ 
low  it,  and  it  will  at  leail  leffen  your  difficulties, 

and  may  make  your  way  plain  before  you _ -But 

this  is  not  the  principal  direction,  necelfary  to  be 
taken  in  this  caie.  It  is  oi  fpecial  confequence 
5o  fee  to  it,  that  you  experience  the  power  of  Chrifi- 
fidnity  in  your  own  heart.— Rejed  this  advice  ; 
and  it  is  impoffible,  that  you  fhould  be  rooted  and 
built  up  in  Chrif ?,  and  efilablifhed  in  the  faith .  But 
comply  with  if.  ;  and  it  is  impoffible,  that  hell. and  : 
earth  can  finally  fubvert  your  faith,  and  feoarate 
between  Chrift  and  your  foul. — By  this  means, 
this  great  affair  w'ffi  be  no  longer  with  you  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  mere  {peculation,  or  empty  opinion,  but 
convincing  experience  :  and  nothing,  but  your 
imperfections  and  temptations,  can  ever  make 
you  helitate  about  the  truth  of  thofe  things, 
which  you  fenlibly  and  continually  feel  the  influ¬ 
ence  of,  upon  all  the  powers  and  faculties  of  your* 
mind. — By  this  you  will  have  the  witnefs  in  your* 
felf,  a  tranfeript  of  thegofpel  upon  your  heart,  fuch 
a  tranfeript  as  will  anfwer  to  the  original,  like  as 
the  irnprefs  upon  the  wax,  to  the  fignet  ;  or  as  a 
well  drawn  pidure,  to  the  lineaments  of  the  face, 
from  whence  it  was  taken. —  By  this  have  multi¬ 
tudes  of  fouls  been  eftablilbed  in  the  faith,  who 
have  never  been  able  critically  to  examine  the 
external  evidence,  upon  which  Chriftianity  is' 
founded.'1*— They  have  not  been  able  to  difpiff 
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or  Chrifi :  Bat  they  have  dared  to  die  tor 
iim.— They  have  found  the  image  of  God  im- 
irinted  on  their  fouls,  by  the  gulped  ol  God  our 
saviour  :  and  therefore  could  not.  doubt  the 
sower  of  that  caufe,  which  had  produced  fo  glo- 
ious  an  eft c £1  upon  them.- — PvLke  the  experi¬ 
ment,  fir  ;  and  you  will  be  forced  to  ark  now- 
edge  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  to  be  indeed  your 
saviour,  when  you  feel  that  he  hath  actually  faved 
mu. 

Let  me  therefore  fet  before  you  fome  of  the 
narks  given  of  a  real  Chrillian,  in  the  new  tefta- 

t  O  7 

nent  ;  that  when  you  come  to  difeover  the  line- 
mients  of  this  divine  image  upon  your  foul,  you 
nay  know  the  caufe  from  the  effefh  in  doing 
Ills,  I  Oiould  not  defeend  into  all  the  minute  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  Chriftian’s  character  :  but  only  fet. 
before  you  a  few  of  the  mod  plain  and  intelligible 
narks,  by  which  a  Chrillian  indeed  may  be  dif- 
dnguifhed  from  all  others  ;  and  by  which  he  may 
no If  clearly  difeern  that  Chrift  is  a  Saviour  in¬ 
deed. 

And  firll:  the  moff  general  mark,  by  which  this 
may  be  known,  is,  that  if  any  man  be  in  Chrift ,  he 
s  a  new  creature  ;  old  things  are  paffed  away  ; 
heboid  all  things  are  become  new .  (2  Cor.  v.  17) 

That  he  is  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  his  mind  ;  and 
that  he  puis  on  the  new  ?nan,  which  after  God  is 
created  in  righteoufnefs  and  true  holin'? fs .  (Eph. 
iv.  23,  24.)— Here  you  may  fee,  is  reprefehted 
1  very  remarkable  and  diftinguilhing  change  of 
[fate  :  a  change  which  may  be  know  n  by  thofe 
who  have  had  the  blefled  experience  ;  and  a 
change,  that  has  been  felt  by  all  thofe,  arid  nope 
thofe,  who  are  Chrilfians  indeed. --Could 
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you  then  find  this  blelTecl  effed  of  your  commit, 
ting  your  foul  ami  your  eternal  interefts  into  the 
hands  of  our  Lord  Jelus  Chrift,  that  all  the  pow¬ 
er^  palftons  and  appetites  of  your  foul  are  re¬ 
newed,  you  could  not  doubt  the  author  of  the 
Wonderful  change — -You  miift  own  it  to  be  from 
him,  that  you  are  brought  to  hate  what  you  be- 
fo*  e  loved  ;  and  to  love  what  you  before  hated* 
Can  you  help  but  acknowledge  this,  when  you 
find,  that  the  thoughts  and  dilpofitions  of  your 
mind  are  new  ;  and  the  chief  fubje&s  of  your 
cai  e  mid  meditation  are  the  thing  unieen  and  eter¬ 
nal  :  1  hat  the  deftres  and  affedlions  of  your  foul 
are  new  ;  and  placed  upon  the  things  that  are 
above,  where  Ckrift  Jefus  fits  at  the  right  hand  of 
God:  That  your  views  and  apprehenfions  of 
yourfelf  are  new  ;  and  your  haughty  and  felfilh 
imaginations  are  changed,  to  a  humble  and  con¬ 
trite  ipirit,  that  trembles  at  God's  word  :  That 
yonr  confidence  and  dependence  is  new  ;  and 
infteatl  of  depending  upon  your  good  attainments, 
pnrpofes,  pronrifes,  reformations,  or  duties,  you 
m  c  endeavoring  to  be  found  in  Chrift  Jefus,  not 
having  on  your  own  right eoufnefs  which  is  of  the 
law,  but  that  winch  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift , 
the  right  eoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith *  That 
y&nr  joys  and  iatisfa&ions  are  new;  and  inftead 
of  rejoicing  in  your  temporal  and  fenfual  acqui- 
finons,  you  rejoice  in  Chrift  Jefus  and  have  no  con¬ 
fidence  in  ihb  jlejh.  r\  hat  the  objects  of  your  love 
and  complacency  are  new  ;  and  inliead  of  loving 
the  world  and  your  idols,  you  efteem  God’s  favor 
to'be  hfe,  and  his  loving  Jkindne'fs  to  be  better 
than  life  ;  and  inflead  of  loving  the  company  of 
worldly  and  fenfual  perfons,  you  liave  your  only 
delight  and  complacency  in  men  of  ferious  vita} 
piety  ;  and  Lave  this  evidence  Crax  you  are  bah 
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■  from  death  to  life ,  that  you  love  the  brethren .  That 
your  appetites  and  paflions  are  new  ;  and  inftead 
of  thofe  boundlefs  defires  you  were  betore  afted 
by,  you  are  brought  into  a  humble  lubje&ion  to 
the  will  of  God  ;  and  intlead  of  thofe  turbulent 
paifions  which  before  had  the  afcendant,  you  ex¬ 
perience  the  bleiled  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  v\  hicii 
are  love,  joy,  peace,  hmgTuffering,  gentlenefs, 
goodnefs,  faith,  mceknefs,  temperance.  —  And  to 
ium  up  all,  that  your  converfation  is  new  ;  and 
that  you  live  a  life  of  hoi i ne fs  towards  men  en¬ 
deavoring  to  fill  up  every  itation,  relation  and 
capacity  of  life  with  duty  ;  and  driving  to  have 
your  whole  converfation  as  becomes  the  •  go/pel  of 
Chrift • 

This,  fir,  is  a  brief  fummary  of  the  true  Chrif- 
tian  character.  This  is  the  falvation  (in  its  mo¬ 
ral  view)  which  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  bellows  in 
this  world,  upon  all  his  fincere  followers — No 
man  ever  failed  of  obtaining  this,  who  by  faith 
unfeigned  brought  his  foul  to  Chrift,  ?nd  depend¬ 
ed  upon  him,  for  his  fan&ifying  renewing  influ¬ 
ences. 

Nov;,  fecondly,  another  thing  which  all  true 
Chriftians  experience,  and  none  but  they,  is  the 
fpiritual  warfare.  'i  hey  have  a  warfare  wiih 
their  remaining  corruptions.  The  flejh  lufieth 
again/}  the  fpirit  ;  and  the  fpirit  again/}  the  fiefs, 
Gal.  v.  7.  And  they  fee  another  lavs  in  their  men- 
hsrs ,  1 marring  again/}  the  law  0/  their  minds ,  in  or¬ 
der  to  bring  them  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  fin 
and  death,  Rom.  vii-  23.  They  have  ftill  fo  ina- 
,  ny  imperfections  remaining  in  their  hearts,  in 
their  duties,  and  in  their  converfations,  as  make 
thtm  groan }  being  burthened  ;  and  cry  out,  0 


: 
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*  re  aped  man  that  lam,  who, /hall  deliver  me  from 
the  body  of  this  death  When,  therefore,  yoa 
are  heartily  engaged  m  this  war,  and  feel  in 
yourfe.f  that  you  are  continually  led  on  to  vifto 
ry  can  you  doubt,  who  it  is  that  approves  hint- 
(elf  the  captain  of  your  falvation  ?— Can  you 
ooubt  this  when  you  lenlibly  feel  in  yourfeif  a 
hatred  to  all  (in,  without  any  referve,  even  to 
t.ioie  It  ns  which  by  conftitution,  or  cuflom,  are 
fo  nearly  and  Ultimately  united  to  your  affection' 

as  to  become  your  members,  even  a  right  hand’ 
a  right  foot,  or  a  right  eye  ?— Can  you  doubt 
th.s,  wn«n  you  (eel  that  you  even  hate  vaia 
thoughts  ;  and  that  the  irregularities  of  your 
heart  and  affeftions,  as  well  as  of  your  outward 
conduct,  are  matter  of  your  continual  £ripf 
and  burthen  :  what  you  continually  watch  "and 
pi  ay,  and  drive  again!!?  —  Can  you  doubt  this 
when  it  is  your  conltant  experience,  that  there  is 
nothing  more  grievous  to  you,  nothing  more  con¬ 
trary  to  the  governing  defires  of  your  foul,  than 
the  prevalence  of  thefe  corruptions,  and  the 
deadnels,  formality  and  diffractions,  which  act 
company  your  holy  duties  ;  and  when  you  expe¬ 
rience  that  it  is  your  mod  ardent  and  impatient 
purfuit,  to  gain  further  victory  over  the  'imper¬ 
fections  of  your  heart  and  life  ;  and  to  obtain 
more  uninterrupted  communion  with  God,  in 

your  religious  approaches  to  him  ?— Or,  to  Aim 

up  all  in  a  word,  can  this  be  doubted,  when  (un¬ 
der  tile  (harped  conflict,  you  can  meet  with  from  this 
quarter)  you  are  able  (incerely  to  fay,  that  though 
when  you  would  do  good,  evil  is  prefent  with  you  ; 

yet  you  delight  In  the  law  of  the  Lord,  after  the 
inward  man  ? 


ix  ou  fuudp  bwfide  this  intellins  have  the 
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trial  of  another  campaign.  You  will  find  en*M 
mies  from  without,  as  well  as  within,  to  main¬ 
tain  a  continual  conflict  with.  For  we  wreftie  not 
again/}  flr/b  and  blood  only ,  but  again/}  principali¬ 
ties,  againjl  powers,  egmn/t  the  rulers  of  ti:e  dur fi¬ 
ne/ so}'  this  world;  and  agahi/i  f pi  ritual  wuntd- 
neffes  in  high  places ,  Eph.  vi.  12- — This  is  what 
you  have probably  had  no  experience  of.  A  pn. 
Toner  in  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  led  captive'  by 
them  at  their  plealure,  has  no  acquaintance  with 
the  n  roar  els  of  wars  and  conflicts,  battles  and 
lieges' ;  makes  no  attempts  for  victory  and  tri¬ 
umph  :  But  ftibmits  to  the  injunctions  of  his  con* 
querors  ‘}  and  the  more  cheerful  his  fuhmnfion 
the  more  eafe  and  comfort  he  will  find.--  This 
you  mull  acknowledge  to  be  eminently  true  of 
fuch  who  without  oppoiitiou,  refign  t-hcmfelves* 
voluntary  prifbners  into  their  enemies  hands  ;  as 
all  carelefs  and  feeure  finners  run  into  tbe  hands 
of  fin  and  Satan — but  when  once  perfons  come  to 
be,  in  good  earned,  engaged  in  the  caule  of 
Chrifr,  what  violent  opposition  do  they  meet 
with  ?  What  dreadful  temptations  do  they  of¬ 
ten  encounter,  which  carry  their  own  evidence 
with  them,  from  what  quarter  they  come  ? —  1  his 
I  warn  you  of  beforehand,  that  when  you  come 
to  the  experience,  you  may  not  be  difcounged  : 
but  eftablifhed  in  the  faith  of  that  revelation, 
which  you  find  experimentally  true. 

How  frequently  are  Chrift-ians  indeed  called 
into  this  field  of  battle  ?  How  frequently  are  they 
s daubed  with  mod  violent  and  impetuous  tempt¬ 
ations,  which  will  follow  and  burry  them,  and 
fometimes  foil  them,  notwithstanding  all  them 
good  defire's,  godly  reiolutions,  and  mod  adlive 
endeavors  after  holinefs  ?™W hat  horrid  and 
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Wafphcnous  thoughts  are  often  injedled  into  the 
nvuch  of  fuch,  which  though  the  greateft  burden 
and  abhorrence  of  their  didrelTed' fouls,  yet  fol¬ 
low  and  haunt  them  wherever  they  go,  and  what¬ 
ever  t.iey  do,  and  efpecialiy  at  the  feafons  of  their 
neared  approaches  to  God  ?— What  doubting 
apprehenfions  what  fubtle  furpriring  realonings, 
wn,  be  darted  into  the  minds  of  fome,  even  th= 
mod  eftabhOied  Chndians,  againft  the  very  be- 
mg  of  God  ;  and  the  truth  of  Chriffianirv,'  not- 
vvith  landing  their  highed  rational  convifiion,  and 
fulled  fatisfatl  :on  of  the  truth  of  tbefe  ^reat  fun- 
damentals  of  religion  ?~W  rat  horrible  and  ama- 
zing  difpofinons  and  aff'clions  will  feem  to  anfe 
m  the  minds  of  fo  ne  of  the  mod  devout  and  hea. 
venly  p-r.ons  m  the  world;  who  in  the  dread, 
fill  noflid,  are  lonerimes  made  to  roar  by  reafon 
of  the  d.lquietnels  of  their  hearts  ?— What  dif 
trefling  darknefs,  dejections,  and  defpondings  will 
fome  Cnridians  ne  exer, riled  with,  after  clear  and 
atisfymg  evidences  of  God’s  favor,  againd  all  the 
comforting  conhderations  which  can  be  propo- 
.ed;  and  notwithdanding  all  the  former  mani- 
fcd  itions  of  the  love  of  God  to  their  fouls 
And  do  not  thefe,  and  fuch  like  firry  darts  of  the 
-vicktdonr,  as  clearly  di (cover  the  apenty  of  Sa¬ 
tan,  as  if  we  fa  tv  him  make  his  attacks  in  a  vifi- 
bie  appearance  ? 

I  am  fenfible,  that  many  of  thefe  temptations 
are  ordinarily  imputed  to  bodily  clifeafe  •  becaufe 
Oman  frequently  makes  the  fierceft  attacks  upon 
tne  weak  ed  wall,  where  there  the  preateft 
prdfpt-a  of  fuccefs. — Bur  though  bodily  diforder 
may  cxpole  us  to  darknefs  of  every  kind,  yet 
what  blafphemy  can  th  re  be  in  thefpleen  ?  How 
-(.ame  infidelity  b/  a  lodging  in  the  humors  of  the 
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body  P  Or  how  can  any  difordered  temperature 
of  th^  body  produce  in  the  mind  (contrary  to  the 
habitual  bent  and  bials  of  the  renewed  foul)  fuch 
fierce  impetuous  and  irrefiftable  blafphemies 
againft  the  Glorious  God,  and  the  blefied  Re¬ 
deemer  of  the  world  ?  If  this  be  only  from  bodi¬ 
ly  difeafe,  how  comes  it  topafs,  that  many  performs 
of  vigorous  health  of  body,  have  met  with  the 
fame  diftreffing  trials  ? — Herein  then  the  truth 
of  Chriftianity  is  confirmed  by  experience,  when 
the  Chriftian  meets  with  the  very  fame  tri¬ 
als,  which  the  Scripture  forewarns  him  of :  and 
the  fiercenefs  of  the  combat  may  not  only  eftab- 
lifh  him  in  the  faith,  but  ftrengthen  his  hopes  of 
vi&ory.  He  fees  the  divine  original  of  the  Chrif¬ 
tian  infiitution,  by  the  enmity  and  oppofition  of 
the  infernal  powers  again!!  it.  He  feels  the  war¬ 
fare  juft  fuch  as  the  Scriptures  defcribe  :  and 
may  therefore  conclude  that  he  has  no  temptation 
but  what  is  common  to  men  ;  and  may  confide  in 
the  captain  of  his  falvation,  that  he  is  leading  him 
on  to  victory. 

Thirdly,  another  ipftance,  wherein  the  truth 
of  Chriftianity  is .brought  to  be  a  matter  of  fenii- 
ble  experience,  is  the  comfort,  peace  and  joy  of 
a  religious  life.  Our  blefied  Lord  has  told  us, 
that  his  yoke  is  eajy ,  and  his  burthen  light,  Mat. 
xi.  30.  Peace  he  leaves  with  his  diiciples,  his 
peace  he  gives  unto  them,  and  this  in  a  manner 
which  the  world  cannot  give,  John  xiv.  27.  Ami 
the  apoilie  represents  Chriftians,  as  rejoicing  in 
C or gt  J ej us i  without  confidence  hi  the  flejh ,  Phil, 
in*  3,  and  as  having  the  love  of  Gbd  fhcd  abroad  in 
their  hearts ,  by  the  Holy  Ghojt ,  who  is  given  unto 
than ,  Rom.  v.  5 — Now  what  doubt  can  remain 
in  she  heart  of  a  Chriftian,  of  the  truth  and  faith- 
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i'ulhefs  of  thefe  promifes,  when  he  feels  them 
actually  -  fulfilled  unto  him  ;  when  he  fenfibly 
icels,  that  Chrift  doth  not  leave  him  comfort lefs , 
but  man  if  eft  s  h  l  mfe  If  to  him,  Jo  as  he  doth  not  unto 
the  world  ;  that  when  he  joyfully  feels  the  Sprit 
of  Gad  wit n effing  with  his  fpirit ,  that  he  is  a  child 
ej  God  l 

You.  may -perhaps-  efleem  this  to  be  all  cart 
and  delation,  enthufkfm  or  heated  imagination  ; 
but  is  it  reafonable  in  a  man  that  was  born  blind, 
to  conclude,  that  becaufe  he  himfelf  has  no  idea  of 
light  and  colours,  therefore  no  man  ever  faw  the 
fun  ;  but  all  pretences  of  del  ght  from  the  beau- 
tiiu!  appearances  of  the  creation,  are  mere  chi. 
canery  and  deceit  ? 

I  hope,  fir,  you  will  quickly  be  led  forward  by 
the  Spirit  of  God  into  thefe  blefTed  paths  of  joy 
2nd  peace  :  and  then  you  will  need  no  other  ar¬ 
guments,  to  convince  you  ofthele  glorious  truths, 
than  your  own  happ/  experience. — Then  with 
Airpriziug  delight,  you  will  be  able  to  feel  the  ex- 
ercife  of  faith  in  the  Son  of  God  ;  and  to  apply 
the  gracious  promife,  that  him  who  comes  to 
Chrift,  he  will  in  no  wife  cajl  out . — Then  you  will 
feel  a  molt  humbling  and  foul-abafmg  fenfe  of 
your  own  vilenefs  and  uuworthinefs  ;  and  with 
facred  rapture,  admire,  adore  and  praifc  the  rich¬ 
es  of  that  fovereign  grace,  by  which  you  are 
plucked  out  oi  the  hands  of  lin,  and  infidelity,  and 
out  ot  the  jaws  of  death  and  hell ;  and  become 
accepted  in  the  beloved. — Then  a  ray  of  (before 
unexperienced)  light  will  break  into  your  foul, 
and  give  you  luch  a  fpiritual  view  of  the  divine 
perfections,  ns  you  never  before  had  ;  luch  a  dif- 
covery  of  redeeming  love,  as  will  fill  you  with 
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wonder  and  praife — Then  the  world  with  all  its 
empty  pageantry  will  vaniih  out  of  light  ;  and  you 
will  be  no  longer  emulous  of  the  riches  and  gran, 
leur  of  the  greateft  men  in  the  world  ;  nor  of  the 
dea  fores  of  the  molt  fenfnal  Epicure— Your  foul 
will  then  be  folaced  with  more  pure  and  ftibibntiai 
oys,  with  delights  more  anfwerable  to  its  delires 
ind  more  fatisfymg  to  ks  tafie,  than  it  is  pollible  it 
licviid  find  from  any  of  the  vain  amufements  of  time 

.  ^.nle— Lhen  Y°u  wiil  obtain  fuch  a  fenfible 
ntl  anectmg  difcovery  of  the  future  glory,  as  will 

mt  your  foul  upon  the  wing-;  and  excite  your  moft 
rdent  dcdires  after  the  more  intimate  and  eternal 
njoymest  of  that  bleffed  hope — !n  a  word,  then 

Stghf  T  /  ”6,  V  °f  dar^fs,  and  give  you  the 
ghf  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  in  the 

■icecfjefustbri/r.  And  if  you  are  favored  with 
ns  delightful  view,  when  you  come  to  encounter 
le  king  of  terrors,  you  will  be  able  to  Hand  the 
iock  with  courage,  with  comfort,  and  joy  fas  I 
aveleen  many  do)  from  a  delightful  profpect  of 
H,r  [tnure  inheritance  ;  and  breathe  out  your  laft 
-eath  w.tn  that  triumphant  long  0  death,  where 
thy  ft  mg  !  u  grave,  where  is  thy  vitlory  ! 

It  is  true,  this  is  not  always  the  happy  frame  of 
■ery  fmcere  Ciiriftian— V/e  are  here  in  a  militant 
ite  and  muff  often  meet  with  fore  conflicts  from 
''  (PIr'tual  enemies,  as  was  before  obferved  •  but 

mrin^beli  m°re  teXahed  j9y$  and  coa’f°«s  are 
‘n  ing,  oelie vers  have  yet  meat  to  eat  which  the 

arid  knows  not  of.— The  promiles  will  ftill  prot  ean 

cnor  for  their  louls,  to  keep  them  fare  and  ftedflft 

the  molt  tompeftous  fe'afon.-They  will 

dgat'lea'  fi°Tt0rtrfr0,,5  the  ordinances  of  God  ; 
d  at  lead  find  occafional  returns  of  fenfible  com 

imon  with  him,  which  will  make  them  rejoice' 
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more  than  when  coni  and  wine  and  oil  increafe. — 
Ant!  often  in  the  midfi  of  their  greateft  darknefs, 
they  will  have  fudderi  and  furprifing  gleams  of  light, 
and  joy  break  into  their  fouls,  by  which  they  will 
before  they  are  aware,  become  like  the  chariots  of 
Amminadib — At  lead:  they  will  be^able  to  look  unto 
Jefus  as  the  author  and  finilher  of  their  faith  ;  and 
comfort  theinfelves  by  committing  their  fouls  to 
him,  and  venturing  their  eternal  intereds  in  his 
hand. 

The  Scriptures  fpeak  much  of  thefe  feelings  of 
the  Spirit,  the  earned  of  our  future  inheritance. — 
The  Spirit  of  God  helps  his  children  to  fenfible  ex¬ 
perience  of  their  undoubted  truth  and  reality  ; 
whereby  they  are  edablifhed  in  the  faith,  drength- 
enecl  for  their  fpiritual  encounters,  and  lupported, 
under  all  the  difficulties  and  trials  they  meet  with, 
in  their  way  to  the  future  inheritance. — How  light 
foever  you  may  make  of  what  has  been  faid,  I  hope, 
fir,  you  will  live  to  rejoice  in  the  delightful  expe¬ 
rience,  as  thoufands  of  others  have  done  ;  and 
thereby  find  occalion  to  fay  with  them,  IV  e  are  wit- 
tiejfea  of  thefe  things ,  and  fo  is  al/o  the  Holy  GhoJ}} 
whom  God  hath  given  to  them  that  obey  hum 

Fourthly,  I  may  yet  add  anotherindar.ee.  where¬ 
in  the  truth  of  Chriflianity  is  made  matter  of  ex¬ 
perience,  which  is  the  manner  how  the  great  change 
is  wrought,  and  carried  on,  in  the  heart  of  every  fin- 
cere  Chridian- — There  is,  I  confefs,  a  vad  differ¬ 
ence,  with  refpeft  to  a  variety  of  incidental  circum- 
dances,  in  the  methods  of  the  divine  operation,  in 
turning  finners from  the  power  of  Satan  to  God  ; 
and  yet  the  Scripture-account  of  this  change,  as  to 
the  fnhdance  of  it,  is  always  found  to  be  exadly 
verified  in  all  thole,  w  ho,  at  auult  years,  are  the  hap- 
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py  fubjecls  of  God’s  converting  grace. --This  has 
been  continually  confirmed,  by  the  bleffed  experi¬ 
ence  of  the  children  of  God,  in  all  the  (ucceffive 
aves  of  the  chtH’ch. 

o 


How  agreeably  are  we  furprifed,  to  fee  a  carelefs 
and  fe cure  (inner,  who  was  going  on  in  the  purluit. 
of  his  luffs,  hardened  againit  all  the  folemn  warn¬ 
ings,  which  he  had  continually  received  from  the 
word  and  ordinances  and  providences  of  God  ;  and 
deaf  to  all  the  pathetic  admonitions  of  his  godly 
friends  ;  to  fee  fucii  an  one,  1  fay,  at  once,  by 
fome  ordinary  paffage  in  a  fermon,  in  a  book,  or  m 
eonverfation,  thoroughly  awakened  out  of  his  fe- 
eurity,  and  put  upon  a  ferious  and  lading  inquiry, 
What  he  fhouid  do  to  befaved- — His  coni cie nee  can 
no  more  now,  as  at  other  times,  wear  oft  the  irn- 
preifion  ;  nor  dare  he  return  to  his  mirth  and  jolity, 
to  his  fenfual  and  worldly  purfuits — -He  can  no 
more  fpeak  peace  to  his  foul,  from  his  general 
hopes,  or  his  good  defigns  :  nor  reft  in  any  thing 
ihort  of  an  interest  in  Chriti — ft  bus  we  He  the 


promife  verified,  that  Chrsft  >vouk,l  fend  the  Com¬ 
forter  to  convince  the  world  of  fn  ;  and  find  it  mo  ft 
evidently  true,  that  the  word  of  God  is  muck  and 
powerful, Jharper  than  any  two  edged  [word. — We 
iee  a  change  made,  that  no  means,  no  endeavors 
could  ever  effect,  till  a  divine  power  was  exerted 
to  bring  it  about. 

O 


How  confhntly  '  does  the  thoroughly  awaked 
(inner  find,  by  experience,  the  deficiency  of  all  his 
legal  attempts,  to  quiet  ins  conicience,  and  to  eflab- 
liih  his  hopes  of  the  favor  of  God  He  fees  his 
(ins  too  great  and  numerous,  to  be  expiated  by 
his  imperfeft  performances. — He  feels  his  corrupt 
affections,  appetites,  and  paffions  too  ftroug  for  his 
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good  p„rp°feS  and  refolut.ons — He  is  deeply  fenfi- 

of  lo  much  defeft  and  impurity  in  the  belt  of 

Ills  religious  duties,  as  render  them  utterly  unwor- 

•  M,Je  acceptance  of  an  infinitely  pure  and  holy 
G0l  pie  ieeish,  heart  fo  hard>  and  hjs  affeftions 

dead  and  carnal,  that  nothing  but  an  Almighty 
power  can  quicken  them.— He  knows  by  experi¬ 
ence,  that  he  lies  at  mercy  ;  and  that  all  his  'own 
cringes,  and  a.I  endeavors  in  his  own  (frength  to  re. 
;eve  his  diftreffed  foul,  are  fruitlefs  and  vain. — He 
hnds  ,t  indeed  the  cafe  of  fallen  man,  that  nothing 
hut  coming  to  Chrift,  with  faith  in  him,  and  del 
pendence  upon  him  for  nghteoufnefs  and  ftrength 
can  give  reft  to  his  laboring  and  weary  foul-- 1  rue 
it  is,  there  are  fome  convinced  fmnerS  that  w  ear  off 
their  religious  impreflions,  and  flop  fhortofthefe 
efietis,  which  1  have  now  deferibed  :  but  ihefecon- 
-equences  are  always  found  in  all  thofe  whofe  con¬ 
victions  are  abiding  and  effectual.  By  thefe  they 
are  always  neceffltared  to  fly  for  refuge  to  Chrift 
and  100k  to  him  for  that  life  and  peace,  which  they 
can  find  no  where  elfe — You  will  readily  allow, 
that  my  ftation  puts  me  under  the  advantage  of  a 
particular  acquaintance  with  the  circumftances  of 
ciitrefled  fouls  :  and  having  converfed  with  very 
many  under  convictions,  from  time  to  time,  I  have 

always  found  the  above  oblervations  exarily  veri¬ 
fied.  J 


How  furprifmg  is  the  change  made  in  convicted 
tinners,  when  a  ray  of  divine  light  fhines  into  their 
fouis  ;  and  enables  them  to  a<t  faith  in  Chrift,  and 
to  beheld  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of  J  efts  Chrift  / 
Now  thefe  mourners  in  Zion  have  appointed  unto  them 
beauty  for  afloes,  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  and  the 

garment  of  praife  for  the  fpirit  of  beavinefs,  that  they 

.01  uy  be  called  T. ree.t  of  Right  eoufnefs,  From  this 
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time,  they  become  indeed  new  creatures,  in  all  i pi . 
ritual  refpe&s — Their  difcovery  of  the  excellency 
and  fufficiency  of  Chrill,  whereby  they  are  enabled 
cheerfully  to  trilft  their  eternal  interests  in  his  hands, 
proves  a  continued  fource  of  love  to  God  and  man, 
and  a  principle  that  conllantly  inclines  them  to  live 
roberly ,  right eoufly  and  godly  in  this  prefent  world* — 
We  fee  this  experimentally  true,  as  the  Scriptures 
prefent  it,  that  their  faith  works  by  love ,  purifies 
heir  nears  and  overcomes  the  wor  ld*  —  There  are  in  - 
leed  lome  hypocritical  pretenders  to  faith  in  Chrifl, 
n  whom  we  do  not  find  thefe  fruits  and  effects  of  it : 
But  then  there  are  (through  the  goodnefs  of  God) 
lumbers  of  others,  the  tenor  of  whole  future  lives 
Joes  fully  evidence,  that  their  faith  is  uncere  ;  and 
hat  it  produces  all  the  effects  which  the  Scriptures 
Ter i be  to  it. 

* 

There  is  no  room  to  impute  this  work  to  the  ir- 
cgular  fallies  of  an  over- heated  imagination,  when 
ve  lee  a  thorough  aud  lading  change  both  ol  heart 
:nd  life — 1  here  is  no  room  to  iuppofe,  that  enthu- 
laljn  or  fanaticifm  can  have  any  hand  in  this  change 
vhen  we  fee  the  blelTed  effects  of  faith  in  Chrift 
:very  way  anfvvers  the  deferiptioh  given  thereof  in 
he  gofpel  ;  and  when  the  believer  vifibly  and  in 
•ealky  is  become  a  new  man,  from  the  time  of  his 
eceiving  and  relying  upon  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl 

or  righteoufnefs  and  flrength. 

<*  .1  ^  *  •  < 

And  as  bad  as  times  are,  asftupid  and  unbelieving 
s  the  world  in  genera!  appear,  we  have  yet  re- 
eared  examples  ol  the  bleffed  effects  of  faith  which 
have  now  deferibed  ;  and  of  the  verification  of 
sat  precious  ti  utn,  that  to  as  many  as  receive  the 
srd  Jefus  Chrift,  to  than  is  given  power  to  become  the 
muren  oj  Goa,  even  to  than  who  believe  in  his  name. 

F2 
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And  now,  fir ,  if  you  will  review  what  has  been 
laid,  does  not  it  evidently  appear,  that  he  who  be- 
iieveth  on  the  Son  of  God,  hath  the  witnefs  in  himfelf 
when  he  finds  the  lame  change  of  heart,  the  fame 
lpii  itual  conflicts,  the  lame  joy,  peace  and  comfort 
of  foul,  and  all  thefe  wrought  in  the  very  lame  way 
and  method,  which  the  bcriptures  lo  plainly  and 
particularly  defcribe  ? — Can  I  doubt  of  the  fkill  of 
that  phyfician,  or  the  efficacy  of  that  medicine, 
whereby  I  am  recovered  from  a  dangerous  difeafe, 
to  health  and  comfort,  exaCtly  in  the  fame  method, 
and  by  the  fame  fenfible  and  progrefiive  fleps,  as 
was  lore  told  ine  ? 

And  is  not  this  truth  made  mod  clearly  evident, 
not  only  to  the  per  fons  themfeives,  but  to  all  dili¬ 
gent  obfervers,  when  you  find  the  fame  experiences 
reported  by  all  true  believers  in  Chrift,  and  all  the 
fame  external  anti  vihble  effects  of  their  faith,  con- 
fpicuous  and  open  to  every  one’s  obfervation,  not 
in  one  or  two  infiances  only,  but  in  thoufands  of 
thofe  who  profels  to  have  had  thefe  experiences  ? 
As  we  mult  neceffarily  acknowledge  the  fkill  of  that 
phyfkian,  who  effectually  cures  all  that  fubmit  to 
his  directions  and  applications  :  fo  we  are  confirain- 
ed  to  acknowledge  him  for  our  Saviour,  who  in  the 
very  fame  way  and  manner,  which  he  has  propofed 
and  promifed,  does  actually  and  effectually  lave  all 
thof  e  who  believe  in  him,  and  in  the  way  of  his  ap¬ 
pointments  trufi  to  him  for  falvation- 

In  my  former  letters,  I  have  laid  before  you  fome 
of  the  external  evidences  of  Chriftianity  :  In  this 
I  have  given  you  a  brief  fketch  of  thofe  internal 
evidences,  whicli  ferve  to  confirm  and  illuftrate  the 
fame  important  caufe.-—  By  the  former,  the  truth  of 
the  Chriftian  religion  is  laid  open  to  the  undcriland- 
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ing  :  By  the  latter  it  is  made  matter  of  fenfible  ex¬ 
perience  t©  the  heart. — That  the  glorious  Redeem¬ 
er  may. enable  you  to  feel  the  force  of  this  reafon- 
ing,  to  your  unfpeakable  comfort  here  and  happi- 
?refs  hereafter,  is  the  prayer  of, 

Sir, 

Yours,  &c* 


LETTER  VI. 

Wherein  fame  objections  again]}  the  internal  evidences 
of  Chrifii unity  are  confidered  and  anfw.ered • 

Sir, 

IDO  not  wonder  to  find  you  prejudiced  again# 
u  the  extravagant  claim  to  extraordinary  expe¬ 
riences  in  religion,  lately  made  by  fome  who  are 
evidently  under  enthufiaflic  heats  and  delufions.” 
But  I  cannot  fee  any  force  at  all  in  your  reasoning, 
that  Becaufe  there  are  many  eminent  pro  Tell  ojs  of 
late,  who  really  have  nothing  in  them  hut  heat 
and  fhow,  &yet  make  us  high  pretentions  to  the  di¬ 
vine  influences,  and  to  fpecial  experience  of  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  their  hearts,  as  any 
others  can  do  ;  therefore  all  pretences  of  that  kind 
may  juftly  be  fufpe&ed  to  flow  from  the  fame  caufe 
and  to  be  the  offspring  of  a  like  irregular  fancy,  and 
heated  imagination*” 

Do  you  indeed  think  it  j aft  arguing,  becaufe  fome 
men  make  vain  and  falfe  fhows  of  what  they  really 
are  not,  that  therefore  all  other  profeifors  of  reli- 
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Rion  are  hypocrites,  as  well  as  they  ?  Will  it  follow 
oscaule  iome  men  pretend  to  literature  whirh  thsv 
have  not  therefore  there  are  no  men  of  learnino  in 
t  le  world  >  —  Your  difcovery  of  falfe  pretenders  to 
religious  experiences,  does  indeed  give  you  juftrea- 
lon  to  prelume,  that  Iome  others  may,  but  no  rea 
ion  to  conclude,  that  all  others  mull,  in  the  fame 
manner  impoie  upon  the  world,  by  mere  delufive 
appearances. — If  you  have  difcovered  any  to  be 
falle  and  deceitful,  in  their  profeflion  of  religious 
experiences,  it  muft  be  becaufe  you  fee  fomethinsr 
m  their  conduft  which  contradicts  their  profeflioif. 
cut  what  rea fon  does  this  give  you,  to  fufpect  thofe 
>n  whole  conduct  you  fee  nothing  which  contradifts 
tneir  profeflion. — If  you  have  reafon  to  conclude 
the  iiypocrify  of  the  former  fort,  from  the  evidences 
which  appear  againft  them  ;  you  have  alfo  reafon 
to  conclude  the  Imcerity  of  the  latter  fort,  from  the 
evidences  which  appear  in  their  favor,  and  which  te- 
ilify  the  reality  of  the  change  they  profefs— If  y  ou 
have  ground  to  fufpeft  the  carelefs,  the  lool'e,  the 
ferflual  protefTor,  becaufe  he  is  fuch  ;  by  the  fame 
way  of  reafoning,  you  have  ground  to  conclude  in 
favor  of  the  ferious,  the  watchful,  and  mortified  pro- 
felTor  of  religion,  becaufe  he  is  fuch _ If  the  licen¬ 

tious  and  profane,  the  fraudulent  asd  unjuft,  the 
cenforious  and  uncharitable,  the  defpifers  and  ca- 
lumniators  of  their  brethren,  are  therefore  to  be 
fufpected  of  fade  pretences  to  the  divine  influences  • 
by  the  fame  arguments,  they  who  are  fo  changed 
as  to  become  remarkably  holy  and  righteous,  meek 
and  humble,  charitable,  benevolent  and  be¬ 
neficent,  have  a  juft  claim  to  be  efteemed  fincere, 
and  be  credited  in  their  profeflion  of  religious  ex¬ 
periences— -There  are  (through  the  mercy  of  God) 
numbers  of  fuch  yet  among  us,  all  of  whom  have 
this  ciiange  in  its  vilible  ci Texts  obvious  to  the 


. 
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world  :  and  though  fome  of  them  may  be  doubtful 
^f  their  own  flate,  yet  all  of  them  declare,  that  they 
iiave  received  all  their  attainments  from  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  ;  they  have  looked  to  him,  and  depend¬ 
ed  upon  him  for  them  all  ;  and  have  always  found, 
that  their  progrefs  in  piety  towards  God,  and  in 
|udice,  kindnefs  and  charity  towards  men,  has  born 
proportion  to  their  chearful  dependence  upon  Chrift 
or  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength. —  If  fome  men  are 
iars,  yet  others  are  credible,  and  may  be  trufted, 
Especially  when  they  give  us  undoubted  evidence 
cf  t heir  truth  and  fidelity.  —  Even  fo  in  the  prefent 
l? a i e ,  if  lomemen  are  hypocrites,  and  evidence  tbem- 
felves  to  be  inch,  we  have  no  reafon  from  thence  to 
ulpcct  the  truth  of  others  profeflion  and  experi¬ 
ences,  vvhofie  wonderful  change  of  life,  and  whofe 
mure  converfation,  are  a  continual  teflimony  to  the 
Sincerity  of  the  profeflion  they  make,  and  to  the 
:redibiliry  of  the  experiences  w  hich  they  relate* 

But  it  fee  ms,  you  are  efpecially  prejudiced  againft 
religious  experintes,  by  the  (( irregular  fancy  and 
mated  imaginaron,”  which  you  have  obferved  in 
ome  pretenders  to  extraordinary  attainments  in  re- 
igion  ;  from  whence  you  feem  to  argue,  that  be- 
aufe  lome  of  their  u  pretended  experiences  “are 
xfra vagant  flights  of  a  U’fturbed  brain,  and  evident- 
y  flow  from  pride,  felf-efteem,  and  uncharitablenefs 
owards  others,  and  end  in  faction,  division,  and 
lienat  on  of  affection,”  that  therefore,  fmee  feme 
F  their  pretences  are  manifeflly  falfe  and  airy  imag¬ 
inations,  you  have  juft  reafons  to  conclude,  that  all 
he  reft  of  their  pretences  are  of  the  fame  fort,  and 
ow  from  the  fame  depraved  mind* 

I  acknowledge,  fir,  this  is  one  of  the  mod  plaufi- 
!e  objections,  that  ever  I  have  heard,  of,  againft 
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the  interna!  evidences  of  Chriftianity, — And  no 
doubt,  our  grand  adverlary,  the  devil,  has  had  an 
efpecia!  hand  in  blowing  up  that  fade  fire,  that  he 
may  turn  away  our  eyes  from  the  glory  of  the 

Lord  arilen  upon  Zion - No  doubt,"  Satan  hath 

transformed  himfelf  into  an  angel  of  light,  in  the 
late  extravagant  heats  which  have  appeared  in  feme 
peaces,  that  lo,  by  over-doing,  he  might  undo,  and 
nnght  bring  reproach  on  the  wonderful  work  of  di¬ 
vine  grace,  which  has  made  Inch  a  glorious  progrefs 

in  thele  parts  of  the  world - A  permifTion  of  thefe 

dreadful  cleludons  may  be  edeemed  a  juft  judgment 
of  God  upon  inch  as  have  remained  carelefs  and  fe- 
enre  iii  a  remarkable  feafon  of  grace,  who  have  re¬ 
filled  the  calls  of  the  gofpel,  the  convidfions  of  their 
conlciences,  and  the  drivings  of  the  Holy  Spirit  ; 
that  they  might  thereby  be  hardened  in  their  pre¬ 
judices  again  it  vital  and  experimental  religion,  and 
perhaps  finally  (tumble  and  fall. 


Lut  how  pi  ait  fib  ie  foever  your  objection  may  be, 
your  reafoning  is  far  from  conclufive — What  in- 
conliiiency  is  there  in  the  fuppofal,  that  a  true  con¬ 
vert  may  have  fome  very  faffs  apprehenfions  and 
imaginations?  That  the  fame  perfon  may  have  a 


fanchned  heart,  and  a  confuted  he  ad  ?  And  that  he 


may  build  upon  the  true  foundation,  fuch  wood, 
hay,  and  dubble,  as  mult  be  burnt  up? — Our  blef- 
fed  Saviour  has  undertaken  to  lan&ify  the  hearts  of 
all  thole  who  fincerely  truft  in  him  :  but  has  never 
promifed  to  make  them  infallible  in  all  their  con¬ 
duct. —  If,  therefore,  from  a  principle  of  love  to 
God,  thele  men  ihould  zealoufly  endeavor  to  ferve 
him,  and  yet,  through  heated  imaginations,  or  erro¬ 
neous  apprehenfions  of  their  duty,  in  fome  cafes, 
they  ihould  midake  their  way,  and  fuppofe  that 
they  are  doing  God  good  fervice  when  they  are 
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acting,  counter  to  the  true  interefts  of  Chrift’s  king¬ 
dom'  :  What  then?  Is  it  any  abfurdity  to  fuppoie 
they  may  act  from  a  right  principle,  though  in  a 
wrong  manner?  —  The  error  is  in  their  opinions; 
but  not  in  their  wills.  Their  hearts  are  engaged 
in  God’s  fervice,  though  their  heads  miflead  them. 
They  may  have  experienced  a  real  change  (in  the 
manner  defcribed  in  my  1  ait  letter)  though  through 
ignorance  and  miftake,  their  endeavors  to  ferve  God 
are  in  Tome  inftances  irregular  and  finful  —  They 
may  have  had  real  experiences  in  true  and  vital 
piety,  though  atprefent  their  imaginations  are  ini- 
poked  on  by  enthufiafm  and  delufion.-- -Thefe  al¬ 
lowances  may  be  made,  and  ought  to  be  made,  for 
thofe  who  hold  fait  the  fundamental  principles  of 
Chriftianity,  and  pra&ical  godhnefs  ;  and  for  none 
but  thofe. — -There  ought  to  be  fuch  allowances 
made  for  thofe-;  becaufe  there  is  nothing  in  their 
character  inconfiftent  with  true  and  vital  piety  : 
Yet  there  ought  not  to  be  fuch  allowances  made 
for  any  but  thofe  ;  hccaufe  Chrift  has  undertaken  to 
lead  his  fincere  followers  into  all  neceflary  truth. 
I  think  I  have  good  reafon  to  conclude,  that  the 
cafe  is  truly,  and  in  fad,  juft  as  I  have  here  defcri¬ 
bed  it,  with  refpedl  to  numbers  of  thofe,  who  have 
run  into  fome  of  thofe  irregularities  you  complain 
or.-- -This  appears,  in  that  fome  of  thofe,  w  ho  have 
been  convinced  of  and  penitently  bewailed  thole 
miftakes,  do  yet  (their  former  irregularities  notwith- 
ftanding)  w  alk  worthy  their  proftiled  experience  of 
a  laving  change  ;  and  approve  themfelves  holy, 
humble  and  charitable  Chrillians.  And  I  have  the 
more  hopes  of  others,  who  have  not  yet  been  con¬ 
vinced  of  their  miltakes,  upon  account  of  their  ha¬ 
ving  been  feduced  into  thefe  errors,  by  fuch  zealous 
leaders,  of  whofe  piety  they  have  lb  great  an  opin¬ 
ion. — But  you  will,  perhaps,  enquire,  what  I  can 


«ay  for  thofe  leaders,  who  have  influenced  others  to 
thele  irregular  heats?  To  which  I  mu  ft  anfwer, 
that  as  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  them,  I  have 
reafon  for  a  much  better  opinion  of  the  hearts  of 
fome  of  them,  than  of  their  heads  ;  and  muff  bear 
them  zvitnefs,  that  they  have  a  zeal  for  God,  though 
rot  in  every  thing  according  to  knowledge* 

But  fuppofing,  as  you  fuppofe,  that  fome  of  the 
chief  oi  thefe  preachers  were  very  wicked  men 
who  cloaked  their  evil  intentions  under  a  Ihew  of 
seal  and  extraordinary  piety,  the  better  to  infnare 
poor  unwary  fouls  into  their  d elutions,  to  promote 
divifions  and  contentions  in  the  land,  and  to  com. 
pais  their  covert  defigns  :  My  argument  is,  on  this 
luppofal,  io  much  the  ftronger.  Herein  the  power 
and  love  of  the  great  Redeemer  are  fo  much  the 
more  coafpicuous,  that  he  has  out  (hot  Satan  with 
his  own  bow  ;  and  over-ruled  thofe  attempts,  for 
the  promotion  of  his  own  kingdom  and  interefl, 
which  were  levelled  againft  it.— Nothing  is  more 
vifible,  than  that  great  numbers  of  poor  Tinners  have 
been  awakened  ;  and  brought  to  fly  to  Chrift  for 
refuge*  Nothing  is  more  apparent,  than  that  the 
conlequence  of  this  has  (in  numerous  inftances) 
been  the  renovation  of  their  lives  and  converfation, 
from  a  carelefs,  linful,  fenfutil  life,  to  a  life  of  holi- 
nefs,  righteoufnefs,  kindnefs,  and  charity. — In 
thefe,  therefore,  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
is  become  glorious ;  whatever  covered  defigns  any 
of  the  iUlniments  were  adted  by.  If  thefe  preach¬ 
ed  Chrift’  even  of  envy  &  Jtrife ,  IV  hat  then  ?  nottvith - 
Jlanding  every  way  whether  in- pretence  or  in  truth , 
Chrift  was  preached  ;  1  therein  do  rejoice ,  yea ,  and 
will  rejoice ■< — It  is  remarkable,  that  the  doctrines 
of  the  goipel,  particularly  touching  the  mifery  of 
our  natural  Rate,  the  necdfity  of  an  interefl;  in 


Cferift,  and  the  way  of  Salvation  by  faith  in  liii.n f 
were  preached  by  them  all  (whatever  human  ima¬ 
ginations  were  mixed  with  them)  and  thefe  had  their 
tiled:  in  a  peculiar  manner.  Our  blefTed  Saviour  has 
therein  blefled  his  own  inftitutions  ;  and  accompldh- 
ed  the  defigns  of  his  grace,  w  hoever  and  whatever 
were  the  indruments,  by  whom  theie  glorious  ef- 
feds  have  been  produced.  As  far,  therefore,  as  a 
dandifying  change  in  the  hearts  and  lives  o f  men 
has  been  eifeded,  fo  far  mud  we  acknowledge  this 
to  be  a  work  of  God  ;  and  a  difplay  of  the  divine 
power  of  our  bleffed  Saviour.  -  The  miracles  of  di~ 
vine  grace,  which  might  be  wrought  bv  Judas,  w  ere 
as  bright  adfiovery  of. the  Redtemer’s  power  and 
joodnefs,  asthofe  were  which  were  wrought  by  the 
nher  apoftles. 

But  you  tell  me,  that  tf  m^ny  of  thefe  new  con¬ 
certs  pretend  to  mighty  experiences  of  divine  irn- 
mifes,  raptures,  extafie ,,  and  the  l.ke  :  But  fhew 
orth  no  moral  virtues,  nor  true  love  either  to  God 
>r  man.”  Well,  iir,  wlfai  follows  from  this  ?  Are 
here  not  many  others,  who  make  no  pretend  on  to 
uch  mighty  experiences  of  divine  impulfes,  rap. 
ures,  &c.  that  to  ihew  forth  all  moral  virtues  ; 

nd  have  a  true  love  both  to  God  and  man  ? _ Is  it 

good  argument,  that  be  ca  life  there  are  fo  ne  mere 
n  thud  a  its,  who  pretend  to  (uch  experiences  which, 
le  Scriptures  do  not  make  the  character  of  true 
hi  itians,  therefore  they  are  cdl  mere  tnthuliafis 
cen  w  ho  pretend  to  fuch  experiences  as  the  Scrip- 
ires  do  make  the  character  of  all  true  Chriftians  . 
/hat  is  Chrittianiry  concerned  with  the  extafies 
ul  heats  of  (uch  men  as  you  fpeak  of  >  Where  are 
efe  ext  a  tic  a  1  heats  dtGrbcd  in  the  gofpel,  as  the 
arks  of  the  children  of  God  ?  Be  their  experiences 
lowed  to  be  according  to  iheir  pretences,  what  fol- 
W5  from  thence,  but  that  if  they  have  no  moral 
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virtues,  ihefe  men's  religion  is  vain  ;  it  is  all  entfiti- 
fiaftical,  unfcriptural  and  without  foundation 
then  on  the  other  hand,  the  experiences  which  I 
have  before  defer! bed,  are  fuch  as  the  Scriptures 
do  make  the  marks  and  chara&crs  of  the  children 
of  God  :  and  many  there  are,  that  make  no  preten¬ 
ces  to  divine  impulfcs,  raptures,  or  extafies,  who 
profefs  to  have  had  thefe  experiences,  and  juftify 
them  profdfion,  by  living  in  the  love  both  ot  God 
and  man.  Now,  I  pray,  how  are  fuch  concerned 
in  the  enthufiafm,  of  which  you  complain  ?  Does 
not  the  experiences  of  thefe  witnefs  for  them,  as 
much  as  the  experiences  of  the  other  witnefs  againft 
theni  ?— Here  is  a  vifible  and  effe&ual  change 
wrought  in  them  (juft  fuch  a  change  as  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  defcribe)  by  which  they  are  brought  into  a 
conformity  to  the  divine  Nature,  and  live  worthy 
their.prdfeflion  and  character — Chrift  has  promifed 
the  famftification  of  the  Spirit  to  his  people,  who  de¬ 
pend  upon  him  for  it  :  and  w  hat  greater  evidence 
can  there  be  of  the  faith ful nefs  of  the  promife,  than 
to  fee  and  feel  its  accomplifbment  ? 

But  you  further  obferve,  that  t(  the  demeanor  of 
many  of  thefe  pretenders  to  religious  experiences, 
is  dircdly  contrary  to  that  morality,  beneficence 
and  charity,  which  are  the  ornament  and  glory  of 
human  nature.” — And  is  not  this  a  ftrong  confir¬ 
mation  of  my  argument  ?  1  appeal  to  you  yourlelf, 
fir,  whether  you  be  not  acquainted  with  many 
others,  that  pretend  to  the  religious  experiences 
which  I  have  described,  who  are  the  brighteft  pat¬ 
terns  of  thofe  graces  and  virtues,  wb  ch  are  the  or¬ 
nament  and  glory  of  human  hauire. — 1  ere  then  is 
a  plain  and  vifible  criterion,  by  witch  it  may  be 
know  n  whofe  experiences  are,  and  whofe  are  not^ 
from  the  Spirit  of  God. — » 
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u  They  are,”  you  fay,  “  indeed  converted,  but 
it  is  to  pride  and  vanity,  to  felf-elteem  and  felf-ap- 
plaufe.” — But  are  there  not  many  others,  who  are 
converted  to  deep  humility,  felf- loathing,  and  felf- 
condemning  ? 

.  *  f 

<s  They  are  changed,”  you  fay,  “  but  it  is  to. 
bitternefs,  reviling,  cenfuciog,  and  judging  their 
neighbors,  who  are  much  better  than  they.”-~I  al¬ 
low  this  charge  to  be  agreeable  to  their  pretended 
experiences  :  But  then,  do  not  you  fee  (blefled  be 
God,  1  am  fare  I  have  feen)  many  others  changed 
to  meeknefs,  kindnefs  and  love,  and  brought  to 
ejteem  others  much  better  than  themf elves  P 

Their  boaded  experiences,”  you  add,  u  only 
animate  them  to  divifions,  factions  and  reparations.77 
But  is  this  the  cafe  of  all,  who  make  a  profeflion  of 
religious  experiences  ?  No  :  we  have  caufe  robe 
thankful  it  is  quite  otherwife. 

They  are,”  you  fay,  “  often  elated  with  raptur¬ 
ous  joys  and  exults,  which  fee tn  to  be  the  product 
of  nothing  but  felf-efteeni,  and  an  irregular  heated 
imagination.” — Here  you  inquire,  “Mud  I  dteem 
thele  to  be  the  joy  of  the  Holy  Gholt,  of  which 
your  lad  letter  ipeak  ?  If  not,  how  dial!  I  know, 
that  all  pretences  of  this  kind  are  not  equally  flclh 
:ious  ancj  imaginary-?”- — This  (I  con  fed)  deferves 
Pome  attention.  For  perhaps  no  one  thing  has  re  d 
fed  fuch  prejudices  in  the  minds  of  men  againd  fph 
ritual  and  religious  experiences,  as  thofe°airy  rap- 
ures  and  cauielefs  exults,  that  in  1  ome  indances 
lave  been  feen  of  late. 


I  would  therefore  obferve  to  you,  that  your  own  re* 
ifefentauou  of  thofe  joyful  tranfports,  of  which  you 
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com p i rtf n,  is  fu/Hcient  to  difhnguiih  them  from  thofe 

joys  oj  the  Holy  G  0/ r,  of  which  1  wrote  to  you _ You 

rightly  obferve,  that  thefe  falie  raptures  are  the 

prod  lift  of  an  exalted  imagination - But  you  have 

Jio  room  to  conclude  this  to  be  the  cafe  with  refpeft 
to  thofe  fpiritual  joys  and  comforts,  of  which  I 
^vrote  in  my  laid.  I  have  known  a  wretched  defpi- 
cable  beggar,  covered  with  rags  and  vermin,  who 
imagined  himieif  a  king’s  fon  ;  and  expected  to  be 
treated  accordingly  :  But  how  vain  and  ludicrous 
ioevei  his  imaginations  were,  I  never  thought  it  an 
argument,  that  there  are  no  king’s  Tons  in  the 
world.  He  might  probably  entertain  more  tranf. 
porring  apprehentions  of  his  imagined  royalty,  than 
they  who  really  pc  fiefs  that  dignity,  which  he  fo 
vainly  pretended  to.  But  muff  thefe  latter  be  re¬ 
jected  as  vain  pretenders,  becaufe  of  the  crazed 
imagination  of  fuch  a  miferable  vagary  l 


To  apply  this  to  the  prefent  cafe,  I  really  allow, 
that  all  thofe  joys  and  comforts  which  flow  from 
imagination  only y  are  always  but  airy  and  chimerical 

falfe  and  delufive - Thus,  for-in  fiance,  fome  will 

rejoice  and  triumph,  from  only  imagining  them¬ 
selves  favorites  of  heaven  ;  fome  from  being  able 
to  paint  upon  their  imaginations  the  miracles,  luffer- 
ings,  refu.rection,  or  afceniion  of  Chriit;  fome 
from  an  imaginary  idea  of  the  final  appearing  of 
Chrifl,  and  their  own  future  glory  ;  and  the  like  : 
yet  all  this  while  the  poor  fouls  forget  that  there  is 
one  thing  wanting,  in  order  to  make  their  joys  rea- 
fonahle  and  fubflantial  ;  and  that  is  good  evidence 
of  their  interefl  in  that  Saviour,  and  his  glorious 
falvation,  of  which  they  entertain  fuch  pleating  ima¬ 
ginations. —  i  hey  who  have  this  evidence  (in  the 
manner  deferibed  in  my  lafl)  have  a  fubflantial 
foundation  of  comfort  and  joy;  from  having  that 
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falvatioti  atfually  begua  in  their  fouls,  which  is  the 
pledge  and  earneft  of  their  eternal  inheritance  : 
while  the  others  apelike  to  find  themfelves  as  much 
deluded  in  their  expedfcatiuns  of  future  happinefs,  as 
they  are  in  the  foundation  of  their  hopes. 

You  further  represent  thefe  rapturous  joys  to  be 
the  effect  of  felf-efteem.  And  I  readily  jicknowf 
ledge,  that  where  it  is  fo,  it  is  always  deceitful  and 
vain.  The  divine  influences  are  always  humbling 
to  the  foul  which  enjoys  them. — They  therefore 
are  horribly  profane,  who  impute  their  own  pride 
and  vanity  to  the  fpiric  of  God  2  and  confequently 
they  are  miierably  deceiving  themfelves,  whole  joy 
and  comfort  flows  from  an  high  opinion  of  their 
imaginary  attainments  in  religion.  They  are  a 
fmoke  in  God’s  noftrilsy  who  are  faying  y  ft  and  by  thy - 
felf>  come  not  nigh  me  :  for  1  am  holier  than  thou . — 
But  then  on  the  contrary,  when  the  humble  foul  is 
lying  at  God’s  foot,  felf-abafing,  and  felf* condemn¬ 
ing,  adoring  the  infinite  riches  of  God’s  free  grace 
to  luch  a  vile,  worthlefs  worm  ;  and  rejoicing  in  Je- 
rus  Chrifl ,  without  confidence  in  the  fief!)  ;  thefo  bief- 
fed  effedjrs  are  worthy  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  by  whom 
they  are  wrought.- — And  it  is  always  true,  that  the 
believer’s  fenfe  of  his  own  vilenefs,  pollution,  and 
in  worth  in  efs,  bears  proportion  to  his  joyful  evi* 
iences  of  the  divine  favour* 

You  further  objedl  againft  the  falfe  pretenders 
^ou  mention,  that  “  their  condua  does  not  juftify 
heii  joyful  afTurance.’>— This  is  indeed  a  good  evi- 
lence  againft  their  high  pretences  to  extraordina- 
y  attainments  in  religion.— — F or  I  believe  every 
✓hriftian  does  certainly  make  the  fame  progrefs  in 
olinefs ,  as  he  does  in  well-grounded  comfort  and 
3y*  The  objedion  therefore  can  no  ways  effect 
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thole  with  whom  this  is  an  experienced  truth  - 

tW,emtV7h  r  ’  th Jt , their  ,h°Pe  and  i°y  n 

etn  m  their  fpintual  co  irfe,  invigorate  their  du- 
nes’  and  enurg-  their  defires  and  endeavours  af- 
ttr  a  canformity  to  the  whole  will  of  God. 


I  niuft  now  leave  this  matter  to  your  own  reflGc- 
tMns  ;  you  yourfelf  mult  judge  the  validity  of  your 
e v cep no ns — Compare  the  pitfnre  you  have  drawn 
of  .o  ne  empty,  enthufiajlical  pretenders  to  religious 
experiences,  with  the  delcription  I  have  given  you 
°‘  who  have  indeed  experienced  the  divine 

i  fe  :  and  conlider  whether  there  be  any  real Jimili- 
luddy  in  any  mark,  and  linements  of  their  counte¬ 
nances.  -In  ihofe  is  found  pride  and  petulence  % 
but  in  thefe,  humility  and  felf-abafement. — In  thofe, 
cenforioufnels  and  uncharit  ablenefs  are  the  diftin- 
guifliing  characters  ;  in  1hefey  a  charitable  preferring 
others  to  themfelves. — There  you  fee  fchifm,  con¬ 
tention,  and  faction  :  Here  is  kindnefs,  peace,  and 
brotherly  love. — There  imaginary  impulfe,  but  here 
xhe  word  of  God  alone,  is  confidered  as  the  rule  of 
idc.- -  There  joy  and  comfort  are  confidered  as  the 
evidence  of  a  good  (tare  :  here  they  are  con  tide  r- 
cd  as  the  fruit  of  good  evidence  of  faith  in  Chriff, 
and  of  a  renewed  nature. — There  religion  is  fuppo- 
fed  to  co nJ nl  in  rapture  and  extafy  :  here  in  fpiritu- 
id  aflediions,  and  in  a  heavenly  con  ver  fat  ion-* — 7  here 
we  find  men  building  their  hope  and  comfort  upon 
their  imaginary  attainments  :  but  here  we  find  them 
making  Chrilt  Jefus  their  only  refuge  and  hope.-- 
And  to  fum  up  all  in  a  word,  There  are  high  pre¬ 
tences  tq  religious  experience  without  the  fruits  of 
holinefs  :  but  here  the  happy  effects  of  this  change 
appear  in  the  heart  and  life  ;  and  jollify  the  profef- 
fion  to  be  true,  and  the  experiences  to  be  indeed 
what  they  are  pretended  to  be* 
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Upon  thrt  whoV,  there  is  nothing  more  certain, 
than  that  the  fcriptures  do  represent  wnar  i  have 
fe  t  before  you,  as  the  real  characters  of  the  children 
of  God.  !t  is  equally  certain,  that  as  an  actual  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  renewing  change  is,  from  the  nature 
of  things^  abfolutely  neceliary  to  ialvation,  fo  a 
f^nfe  of  this  change  wrought  in  us  is  requ.lite  to 
true  peace  and  comfort,  and  there  can  be  nothing 
but  a  want  of  due  attention  to  this  experience,  or  ig¬ 
norance  of  the  quality  of  that  change  they  have  fen- 
Hbly  experienced,  which  keeps  believers  in  darknefs 
and  doubts  about  their  itate  —  i  he  fubjedfs  of  this 
work  can  therefore  have  no  greater  evidence  that 
it  is  from  God ,  than  fenfibly  to  feel  that  it  every 
way  anfwers  the  original  delcription _ What  grea¬ 

ter  evidence  can  they  have  of  the  truth  of  the  gof- 
pel,  than  a  fenjible  experience  of  the  reality  of  its 
dodlrines,  and  the  truth  of  its  promifes,  by  this 
wonderful  work  of  grace  in  their  own  hearts,  which 
fo  vilibly  carries  the  divine  fignature  both5  in  ii& 
operation  and  effedfs  ;  and  is  fo  manifeftly  diftin- 

guilhed  from  all  falle  appearances  and  pretences  ? _ 

For  my  own  part,  1  cannot  but  look  upon  the  ir¬ 
regular  heats ,  you  fpeak  of,  as  affording  fome  con¬ 
vincing  evidence  in  favor  of  the  caufe  I* am  plead¬ 
ing. —  Thefe  things  are  foretold  in  the  feriptures _ 

By  thefe  things  Satan  is  endeavouring  to  fupport 
his  own  kingdom,  as  we  may  reafonably  expedl  he 
would  do.  He  knows,  that  he  is  mart  likely  to  play 
:he  lured:  game,  when  he  transformed  himfetf  into 
V*  af7gfl  °f  tight. — And  thefe  falfe  appearances  ferve 
or  a  foil,  to  discover  the  greater  lultre  in  a  true  and 
’eal  work  of  divine  grace. 

The  only.objedHon  again*}  all  this,  which  I  can 
ore  fee,  is,  that  I  am  philofophifing  upon  the  golden 
9'jth,  &uu  that  the  perlans  1  am  characterizing,  ex- 
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lit:  no  where,  laws' in  my  defcriprions  of  them,-- -But 
J  need  add  no  more  to  what  I  have  faid  upon  this 
already,  than  my  attention,  that  I  have  the  com, 
foi  t  of  an  in w aid  *ind  intimate  acquaintance  vvith 
con  lid  era  ble  numbers  of  fuch  as  thofe  whom  I  have 
defcribed.  And  if  you,  fir,  would  feek  out  fuch  for 
your  chofen  companions,  your  objections  would  die 
of  themfelves  ;  and  the  argument  I  have  infilled 
upon;  would  appear  in  its  proper  light  and  ftrength* 

I  know  not  what  more  can  be  needful  to  be  added 
upon  this  fubjed,  but  my  hearty  prayers,  that  the 
Spirit  of  Truth  would  lead  us  both  into  all  truth  ;  and 
that  we  may  know  by  lenlible  experience  what  is 
the  hope  of  ChrifFs  calling,  and  what  the  riches  of  the 
glory  of  his  inheritance  in  the  faints  ;  which  has  been 
judly,  though  but  weakly  and  very  imperfeOJy  re¬ 
presented  in  thefe  letters  from. 

Sir, 

Your,  8cc« 


LETTER  VIL 

Wherein  the  DocJrine  of  GOD’s  Sovereign  Grace  is 
vindicated ;  andfome  Exceptions  againjt  it  con - 
fdered  and  anfwered • 

S  I  R, 

YOU  cannot  imagine  how  much  comfort  yos 
have  miniilered  to  me  by  your  laft.  I  greatly 
rejoice  to  hear,  that  “  the  more  ftriclly  you  exa¬ 
mine  tne  caufe,  the  greater  evidence  you  find  of  the 
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Undoubted  truth  and  certainty  of  the  Chrfiian  re¬ 
ligion  But  that  *•  you  are  filled  with  confufion, 
to  think  how  long  you  hav  e  lived  at  a  difiance  from 
that  bieffed  Saviour,  who  has  wrought  out  fuch  a 
glorious  redemption  for  us.”  And  1  am  not  at  all 
furprifed  to  hear  you  complain,  that  “  you  fannot 
entertain  clear  .apprehenfions  of  my  difcourfe  of  ex¬ 
perimental  religion  ]  hat  though  your  iaft  ob- 
jcdions  are  iiienced,  there  at  e  others  which  fill  your 
mind  with  greater  difficulty,  and  are  of  much  great¬ 
er  importance,  if  I  have  given  you  a  jufi  view  of  the 
cafe.”  And  that  you  cannot  tell  how  you  can  ever 
be  brought  to  a  feeling  fenfe  of  the  doctrines  of  fo- 
vereign  grace,  which  1  fo  much  infill  on,  while  they 
appear  to  you  fo  incorffifrent  with  truth,  and  fo  un- 
reafonable.” — I  am  not,  I  fay,  furprifed  at  this  ; 
for  we  are  naturally  prejudiced  again#  thefe  doc¬ 
trines  ;  and  are  not  eafily  brought  to  receive  them, 
by  reafon  of  the  ftrong  bias  there  is  upon  our  minds 
to  the  contrary  principles — 1  fl^all  then  endeavor 
to  confider  your  feveral  objections  ;  and  how  firong 
and  plaufible  foever  they  may  appear,  I  do  not  dei- 
pair  of  giving  you  fatisfadion. 

You  objcd,  that  Ci  if  we  are  of  ourfelves  capable 
of  no  qualifying  conditions  of  the  divine  favor,  or 
(to  ufe  my  own  words)  if  we  mu#  feel  that  we  lie 

mercy,  and  that  ail  our  own  refuges,  and  all  our 
endeavors  in  our  own  ftrength  to  relieve  our  dif- 
treffed  fouls,  are  fruitlefs  and  'vain,  you  cannot  tell 
to  what  purpofe  any  of  our  endeavors  are  ;  or 
what  good  it  will  do  us  to  ufe  any  means  at  all’  for 
Dur  falvation. 

In  order  to  a  clear  (olution  of  this  difficulty,  it 

eems  needful  to  convince  you,  that  this  loll,  impo- 

ent;  deplorable  fiate  is  the  c?ife  in  fad.  of  every 

*  « 
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unrenewed  finner,  whatever  objections  we  may 
trauieinour  minds  againft  it  :  and  therefore  it  is 
necelUry,  tnat  he  Ihould  ienbbly  perceive  the  cafe 
*°  be  as  truly  is. —  Aid  then,  it  will  be  proper  to 
inew  you,  that  the  confequence  you  draw  from  this 
oar  me  is  u  nj  nil  ;  and  even  direcily  contrary  to 
tne  Jinprovement  you  ought  to  make  of  it. 

I  b-gin  with  the  firft  of  thefe  ;  and  /hall  endea. 
vor  to  convince  you,  that  man  is  indeed  in  fitch  ah/} 
$nd  help  left  fate,  that  he  lies  at  mere  mercy  ;  and 
cannot  bring  himfelj  into  a  claim  to  the  divine  fa- 
V{>r»  by  any  power  or  ability  of  IPs  own. — I  lhall 
rot  run  into  the  fchola.lt.ick  controVerfies  and  fnbtle 
diiimdions,  with  which  this  doftrine  has  been  cloud- 
«d  by  many,  of  our  wrangling  difputers  :  bur  lhall 
endeavor  to  fer  it  in  the  mod  plain,  ea fy,  and  practical 
1  ght;  that  I  am  able. 


I  think,  you  mud  readily  gram,  that  you  cannot 
make  an  atonement  lor  your  fins,  by  any  perform, 
ances  within  your  power.— You  are,  fir,  to  confide* 
y oudelt  as  a  boner,  as  a  criminal  and  delinquent  in 
t  he  light  ot  ^rod. — Your  nature  is  corrupt  and  de¬ 
ft^* —  Yodr  adual  tranfgreflions  of  the  law  of  God 
have  been  very  numerous;  and  perhaps  fame  of 

ihem  attended  with  fpecial  aggravations _ All  your 

bus  are  diredly  repugnant  to  the  perfections  of  the 
Divine  nature  ;  and  confeqpently  offenfive  to  a 
pure  and  holy  God — And  what  greatly  increafes 
the  difficulty  and  danger  of  your  cafe,  is,  that  you 
are  (till  continuing  to  ad:  contrary  to  God  in  all  you 
do,  while  your  nature  is  unrenewed  ;  and  while 
you  are  'without  a  principle  of  love  to  Gpd. 
(I  am  hire, you  will  pardon  this  freedom;  for  it  is 
neediary  you  fhould  know  the  difeafe,  in  order  to 
the  cure.  1- -Judge  then  yourfeff,  whether  it  can 
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be  fuppofed,  that  an  omnifcient  heart-fearching  God 
can  be  pleafed  with  any,  even  the  molt  devout  of 
pour  overt  adions,  when  he  knows,  that  your  heart 
is  eitranged  from  him,  and  your  nature  has  no  con¬ 
formity  to  him  ;  but  your  afftdions  are  glued  to 
your  feveral  iMs.* — How  then  can  you  be  reconci¬ 
led  to  Gcd,  by  Virtue  of  your  own  performances 
ind  attainments  ?  Can  you  pay  ten  thoufand  talents 
a  ith  lefs  tiian  nothing  ? — Cmi  you  pleafe  God  by  of- 
endii  g  him,  as  you  do  by  the  obliquity  of  all  your 
lut.es,  the  defers  ol  your  heft  devotions,  and  the 
inful  affedions  from  whence  they  all  how  ?  Or  can 
'oil  have  thofe  unworthy  thoughts  of  an  infinite 
mchangeable  God,  as  to  hope  you  can  make  fuch 
mpreflions  upon  his  affedions,  by  acknow  ledging 
our  offences,  and  imploring  his  mercy,  as  to  excite 
iis>  companion  and  fympathy  ;  ai  d  to  makeyour  im- 
ure  and  unholy  nature  agreeable  to  his  infinite 
urity  and  holinefs?  Can  your  infincere  and  hvno- 
ritical  duties  (for  fuch  they  are  all  at  bell,  while 
ley  proceed  from  an  Unlandified  heart,)  bring  the 
lonous  God  to  take  complacency  in  what  is  diredly 
ontrary  to  his  own  nature  >-■- You  cannot  but  fee 
lat  thefe  propofals  are  mod  uni  eafonable  and  ab~ 
ird.  One  of  thefe  things  mud  certainly  be  true  • 
:fher,  fird,  that  you  have  naturally  whijp  in  an  un* 
mewed  date,  a  principle  of  huj.nefs  and  love  to 
od  :  or,  fecondly,  that  works 'flow  mg  from  an  im. 
ire  fountain,  and  from  a  principle  of  oppofitinn 
m  alienation  to  God,  are  yet  pleating  to  Cod,  w  ill 
rve  to  appeafe  him,  and  w  ill  entitle  you  to  h  s  fa. 

)r  ;  or,  thirdly,  that  you  cmnot,  by  any  thing  you 
),  have  a  claim  to  God's  favor,  Pi!  your  nature  is 
new  ed,  and  you  can  ad  from  a  principle  of  boli- 
*fs  and  love  to  God.  1  think  every  man's  experi- 
ice  will  confute  the  firll.of  thefe,  who  pives 
mention  at  ah  to  the  natural  difpofmons  of  his  own 
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foul  :  The  fecond  is  altogether  inconfhent  both 
with  the  nature  of  things,  and  with  the  nature  of 
3n  infinitely  pure  and  holy  God  :  and,  therefore, 
t  *e  third  is  neceffarily  true.  It  will  not  at  ail  help 
the  cafe,  to  alledge  in  bar  of  wimv  is  here  fa  id,  that 
Chrift  Jefus  has  made  an  .  atonement  for  us.  For 
what  is  that  ro  you,  while  you  remain  without  an 
mrereit  in  him  ?  Did  Chrnt  purchafe  for  you 
a  capacity  to  make  an  atonement  for  yourfelf  ?  Did 
he  die,  that  God  might  be  pleafed  with  what  is  con¬ 
trary  to  his  own  nature,  and  pacified  with  fuch  du¬ 
ties  as  can  be  no  better  than  impure  hreams  from  a 
Corrupt  fountain? 

Let  realon  fit  judge  in  the  cafe  before  us  •  and 
you  mult  allow  y  nr  ca*e  to  be  as  I  have  delcribed 
it.  And  it  is  equally  evident,  that  you  have  no  pow¬ 
er  to  change  your  own  heart,  and  to  produce  in  your- 
fdf  a  new  principle  of  love  to  God  and  conformity 
to  Inin,  by  any  endeavors  of  your  own. —  it  is 
vilible  from  what  has  been  already  Laid,  that  our 
hearts  and  affections  mult  be  renewed  and  fauCtified, 
be -ore  either  our  perfons  or  ferv  ices  can  be  accept¬ 
able  in  the  fight  of  God.  And  which  way  can  this 
be  compafTed  ?  If  you  take  up  resolutions,  rhtie  will 
no  longer  hand  you  in  (lead,  than  the  principle  of 

fear,  from  w  hich  they  proceed,  is  kept  in  act _ -If 

you  execute  thele  r<  folutions  in  fume  externa)  re¬ 
formations,  this  is  but  lopping  off  the  branches, 
while  tiie  hock  &  the  root  of  the  tree,  are  fill!  alive  ; 
the  affections  &  difpofitions  of  the  foul  being  hill  the 
fame. — If  by  tear,  or  other  felhih  motive,  you  fouie- 
thing  n  it  rain  the  prdent  more  lenfible  exercile  of 
y°ur  finful  ippttitts  or  pcjj>'>nsy  this  is  but  damming 
tip  the  hream,  and  forcing  it  into  another  channel  ; 
pull  down  the  dam,  and  it  will  run  where  it  did  be¬ 
fore. — Certain  it  is,  that  every  man  naturally  loves 
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:he  iQQftdy  and  the  things  of  the  world,  the  objects 
Df  his  fepfual  appetites  ;  and  loves  his  lufts  and  idols 
more  than  God  :  and  it  is  equally  certain,  that 
whatever  reftraints  he  may  lb  me  times  put  upon 
:hefe  difpofitions,  an  vomnifcient  eye  beholds  the 
a  me  principle  in  him  notwithftanding  :  and  confe- 
^uently  he  can  never  pleafe  God,  till  there  be  in 
this  refped  a  real  and  thorough  change  wrought  in 
dl  the  powers  of  his  foul  ;  fuch  a  change  as  the 
Scriptures  describe  by  a  tranflation  from  darknefs 
into  light,  from  death  to  life ,  and  from  the  power  of 
^atan  unto  God* — And  to  fuppofe,  that  any  but  he 
who  firft  gave  being  to  our  fouls,  can  give  them  a 
new  being,  in  all  fpiritual  or  moral  refpeds  ;  and 
uake  their  difpofitions,  appetites,  paflions,  contem¬ 
plations,  defires  and  delights,  not  only  differing 
rom,  but  diredly  contrary  to  whtat  they  were, 
s  to  aferibe  to  the  creature  what  is  the  peculiar  pro¬ 
perty  and  prerogative  of  the  glorious  God  himfelf. 
Oo  you,  fir,  but  make  the  trial,  &  you  will  find,  after 
dl  your  endeavors,  that  the  violation  of  ydur  promi- 
es  &  resolutions,  the  deadnefs  and  hypocrify  of  your 
luties^  the  prevalence  of  your  fins,  and  the  continu¬ 
ed  estrangement  of  your  affedions  from  God  and 
jodlinefs,  will  give  you  more  fenfibie  convidion, 
han  any  method  of  reafoning  can  do,  that  there  is 

greater  power  needful,  than  your  own,  to  make 
ou  a  new  creature * 

It  muft  therefore  neceffarily  follow,  that  there  is 
lothing  you  are  able  to  do,  can  give  you  a  claim  to 

he  renewing  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit _ If  any 

hing  you  can  do,  can  give  you  a  claim  to  the  re- 
ewing  and  fandifying  influences  of  the  divine 
race,  your  claim  muft  be  either  from  merit  or  pro - 
Nor  Demerit  ;  when  you  cannot  of  yourlelf 
>  much  as  leave  off  finning,  and  thereby  running 
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further  into  debt  to  the  juftice  of  God  ;  and  this 
even  in  and  by  the  belt  of  your  duties.  Your  high- 
eft  attainments  therefore  can  merit  nothing  but  the 
divine  difpleafure — Not  of  promife  ;  for  where,  I 
befeech  you,  has  God  promiled  to  reward  your  in- 
fincerity ,  with  his  laving  mercy  ?  And  how  vain  are 
all  pretences  to  ferve  God Jincerely,  where  there  is 
not  one  grain  of  true  holinefs  in  the  heart  ?  What¬ 
ever  moral  honefty  men  in  a  ftate  of  nature  may 
boaft  of,  it  is  all  but  fpiritual  hypocrify  in  the  light 
of  a  heart-learchmg  God  :  and  can  bring  none  un¬ 
der  the  promife  ;  which  is  made  to  faith  unfeigned , 
the  only  fmplicity  and  Godly  fincerity ,  in  the  account 
ot  the  gofpel. 

But  I  return  to  confider  your  obje&ion  more 
diflin&ly — (<  The  Scriptures,7'  you  tell  me,  pro¬ 
mife,  that  he  who  feeks  Jhall find.” — But,  fir,  do  not 
the  Scriptures  alio  inform  us,  that  many  jhall  Jeek 
to  enter  in  at  the  firait  gate,  and  Jhall  not  be  able  .* 
that  fome  ajk,  and  receive  not ,  becaufe  they  ajk  amifs  : 
and  that  he  who  does  not  ajk  in  faith,  nothing  waver¬ 
ing,  muft  not  think  he  Jhall  receive  any  thing  of  the 
Lord? — There  is  indeed  a  promife  to  him  who 
feeks  in  faith  and  fincerity  :  but  what  claim  can  he 
have  to  that  promife,  who  has  neither  true  faith  nor 
fincerity  ? — Will  mocking  God,  and  flattering  him 
with  your  lips,  while  your  heart  is  eifranged  from; 
him,  entitle  you  to  the  promife  ? 

But  you  fay,  u  All  our  divines  tell  us,  that  the 
and  unworthy  may  have  accefs  to  God 
through  Chrilt  ;  and  this  is  the  purport  of  all  my 
reafoning  with  you.” — True,  by  faith  in  Chrift 
they  may  •’  but  God  is  a  confuming  fire  to  unbeliev¬ 
ers.  tie  that  believeth  not  is  condemned  already . — 
What  claim  therefore  can  they  have  to  the  favor  of 
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God  upon  Chrift’s  account,  who  have  never  receiv¬ 
ed  him  by  faith  ;  and  consequently. have  no  interefl 
in  him,  nor  in  any  of  his  faving  benefits? — Can 
they  claim  the  benefirs  of  the  covenant  of  grace, 
who  are  rhemfelves  under  the  covenant  of  works, 
which  curies  them,  for  their  not  continuing  in  all 
things  written  in  the  book  of  the  law,  to  c!o  them  P  I 
entreat  you,  fir,  to  cohfider  this  cafe:  it  isof  vaft 

importance  to  you - If  you  have  not  good  evidence 

of  an  interefi  in  Chrifir,  how  can  you  pretend  to  the 
privileges  purchafed  with  his  precious  blood  ?  How 
can  you  pretend  to  accefs  to  God  through  him  ;  and 
a  churn  to  the  bleffed  influences  of  his  Holy  Spirit  ? 
How  can  unbelievers  have  a  claim  to  the  favor  of 
God  by  Chrih,  when  he  himfelf  aiTures  us,  that 
the  wrath  of  Cod  abideth  on  them  ? 

.  But  (<  Will  not  God  have  companion  on  his  crea¬ 
tures,  when  they  do  what  they  can  to  ferve  him 
What  anfwer  would  a  prince  make  to  a  condemned 
rebel  in  his  (hackles  and  dungeon,  that  Humid  make 
this  plea  for  pardon  ?  Would  the'  criminal’s  doiivr 
what  he  can  to  lerve  his  prince  (which,  in  his  pre¬ 
lent  [fate,  is  nothing  at  all  to  any  good'  purpofe) 
atone  for  his  poll  rebellion  ?  Or  would  this  qualify 
him  for  his  prince’s  favor,  while  he  yet  retains  the 
fame  enmity  in  his  heart  again!!  him,  and  vt  ill  not 
fo  much  as  fubmit  to  his  fovereign  good  pie  a  hire 
and  mere  mercy  >  The  application  is  ealy.  And  it 
belongs  to  you,  fir,  to  coafider  ferioufly,  whether  a 
j inner ,  who  is  dead  in  trefpalTes  and  fins,  who  is  in 
a  (late  of  rebellion  againft  God,  and  therefore  under 
the  condemning  fentence  of  the  law,  can  any  more 
atone  for  his  fms,  or  make  a  realonable  plea  for 

grace  and  pardon,  than  the  traitor  aforefaid _ But 

were  your  reafoniog  ever  fo  juft,  it  would  afford 
you  no  grounds  of  comfort*  f  or  there  never  was, 


L  200  3 

nor  ever  fhall  be  any  man,  that  can  fairly  make  ehfs 
plea  in  his  own  favor  ;  and  truefy  fay,  he  has  done 
all  he  can,  iti  the  mortifying  his  luffs,  and  in  his  en¬ 
deavors  to  ferve  God.  There  will,  after  all  his  at¬ 
tempts,  remain  enough  neglefted,  even  of  the  ex¬ 
ternal  part  of  his  duty,  that  was  molt  in  his  own 
power,  to  condemn  both  his  perfon  and  his  fervices. 

You  complain,  that  “  the  arguments  in  the  book 
I  fent  you,  does  not  give  you  fatisfaction.”* — Well, 
I  have  here  added  fome  further  evidence,  to  what 
was  there  offered  ;  and  would  now  call  upon  you  to 
confider,  whether  all  thefe  things  put  together  does 
not  make  it  evident,  that  you  lie  at  mercy,  and  con¬ 
vince  you  of  thofe  Scripture-truths,  that  it  is  not  in 
him  that  willeth ,  nor  in  him  that  runneth ,  but  in  Cod 
that fheweth  mercy  ;  and  that  God  giveth  his  faving 
grace  only  hecaufe  it  hath  fo  feemed good  in  his  fight* 
Confider  whether,  you  can  atone  for  paft  fins  by 
prefent  duties,  by  duties  which  are  fo  polluted  by 
the  principle  from  which  they  flow  ;  and  which 
have  fo  much  carnality,  felfifhnefs,  hypocrify,  and 
finful  defects  cleaving  to  them,  that  if  the  iniquity  of 
your  moft  holy  things  be  imputed,  it  mud  greatly  in- 
crea'fe  the  moral  diftance  between  God  and  you.— 
Confider,  whetherwhile  you  are  under  the  law,  or 
covenant  of  works,  you  are  capable  not  only  to  ful¬ 
fil  all  its  preceptive  demands,  and  fo  not  further 
rtcpo’fe  yoiirfelf  to  its  curfes  ;  but  allb  to  do  fome- 
ibing  towards  making  fatisfa&ion  to  God's  juftice 
lor  what  you  have  already  done  amifs,  and  to  merit 

^  ’-<?S 

*  The  true  Scripture- Do<ftririe,  & c» 

*  *  *  ' 
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his  favour— Or  confider,  whether  you  have  any 
claim  to  God’s  acceptance  of  your  perfon  upon 
Chrift’s  account,  without  an  intereft  in  him,  and 
whiift  condemned  already  by  his  own  mouth,  and  un¬ 
der  the  wrath  of  God  for  your  unbelief.  Confider, 
whether  you  can  have  any  promife  of  acceptance  to 
plead,  while  you  remain  under  the  curfe  both  of  the 
law  and  gofpel. — Confider  whether  an  omuifcient 
and  holy  God  can  be  either  deluded  or  gratified 
with  mere  external  (hews  of  religion,  when  he 
knows  you  have  a  heart  in  you  that  is  far  from 
him. — Confider,  whether  you  can  ever  make  the 
cafe  better,  by  all  your  endeavors  to  change  your 
own  heart,  and  to  create  yourfelf  anew  in  Chrifl 
Jelus,  any  more  than  you  can  produce  a  new  world. 
Confider,  whether  you  dare  venture  your  eternity 
upon  this  ifiue,  that  you  lincerely  do  what  you  cart 
toferve  God  ;  and  whether  there  be  not  fuch  fin- 
ful  defers  cleaving  to  your  bell  performances,  as 
may  juftly  condemn  both  you  and  them — ’Confider 
again,  whether  if  you  fiiould  do  all  you  can  in  the 
fer  vice  of  God,  you  would  do  any  thing  that  would 
cither  fully  come  up  to  the  terms  of  the  covenant 
of  grace  ;  or  bear  the  leaft  proportion  to  that  fa), 
vation  which  the  gofpel  requires.* — Confider  once 
more,  whether  the  glorious  God  has  not  an  abfolute 
right  to  difpofe  of  his  own  favors,  juft  how,  when, 
and  where  he  pleafes  ;  and  whether  he  has  not  af- 
fured  us,  that  he  will  beftow  his  everlafting  mercy 
upon  none  but  t'nofe  who  are  really  conformable  to 
the  terms  of  the  covenant  of  grace. 

Now,  fir,  if  you  while  unregenerate  can  neither 
make  atonement  for  your  paft  fin  and  guilt,  nor 
come  up  to  the  demands  of  the  law  of  nature  ;  if 
you  can  neither  pleafe  God  by  your  fioful  perform¬ 
ances,  nor  impofe  upon  him  by  your  hypocritical 

Ha- 
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»2ic  vrs  s  If  you  run  further  in  debt  by  the  fin  in  your 
t  ty  dunes,  inftead  of  paying  any  thing  of  the  old 
Itore  :  Ifyou  have  no  claim  to  acceptanceon  Ch rift's 
account,  without  a  fpeeial  intereft  in  him  ;  nor  any 
claim  to  the  benefits  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  till 
you  actually  comply  with  the  terms  of  it  :  If  both 
law  and^gofpel  condemn  you  in  your  prefent  ftate  ; 
ann  nothing  but  omnipotence  can  change  your  heart’ 
and  hi  ale  your  ftate  better  If  God  be  a  fovereign 
oner  of  his  own  favors  ;  and  you  can  have  no 
prom  lie  to  plead,  while  you  remain  tinder  the  curfe 
and  wrath  of  God,  and  a  ftranger  to  the  covenants 
of  promife  :  If  even  you  yourfelf  muft  allow  all 
thr.e  things  to  be  undoubted  truths,  it  muft  then  be 
true,  even  to  demonftration,  that  (while  in  fuch  a 
Hate)  you  are  capable  of  no  qualifying  condition  of 
the  divine  favor  ;  and  had  need  therefore  to  feel 
that  you  lie  at  Mercy. 

To  conclude  this  head,  if  God  hirnfelf  may  be  be- 
Ifpvra  m  the  cAie,  He  will  have  mercy  upon  whom  he 
have  mercy  ;  and  whom  he  will,  he  hardeneth, 
ham.  ix-  18  not  for  our  fakes,  that  he  bellows 

upon  u^,  but  for  his  holy  name’s  fake ,  Ezelc. 
xxxvi.  22  31.— He  pre  deft  mates  us  unto  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  children  By  Jefus  Cbrift  to  hirnfelf,  according 
to  the  good  pie  afire  of  his  will,  to  the  praife  of  the 
glory  of  his  grace,  wherein  he  hath  made  us  accepted 
tn  the  beloved,  Eph.  I  5;  6. —He  acts  in  this  cafe  ac¬ 
cording  ro  his  own  fovereign  pleafure,  as  a  potter 
that  hat!.' power  over  his  clay,  to  make  onevcffel  to  ho* 
nor,  and  another  to  difhonor  :  and  we  have  no  liber¬ 
ty  to  reply  dgatnfi  God  •  it  is  infufrerable  arrogance 
for  the  thing  formed  to  fay  to  him  that  formed  it,  Why 
haf  thou  made  me  thus  P  Rom.  ix.  20,  21. —  Sir,  as 
you  yourfelf  claim  a  fovereign ty  in  the  clifpehfatidu 
of  your  favors^  iurtdy  you  wiil  not  d?re  to  - 
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like  fovereignty  in  the  eternal  God. — Believe  it, 
the  glorious  God  is  a  fovereigtt  Benefactor  ;  and 
he  will  be  acknowledged  as  fuch,  by  all  that  ever 
partake  ofhisfaving  mercy. 

And  now  I  am  prepared  to  ftiew  yon,  that  the 
tbnfequence  which  you  draw  from  this  do&rine,  is 
ttnjuji  ;  and  even  direftly  contrary  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  you  ought  to  make  of  it. 

And  the  reafon  I  offer  for  this,  is,  that  a  reali¬ 
zing  belief  of  the  truth  before  us  diredly  tends  to 
bring  m oft  glory  to  God  ;  and  rnoft  fsrfety,  com¬ 
fort,  and  happinefs  to  yourfelf.~~It  is  eafy  to  con¬ 
ceive  bow  it  conduceth  nroft  to  Godrs  glory ,  for  us 
to  confider  him  as  the  fountain  and  foundation  of 
all  grace  and  mercy;  and  to  confider  all  the  favors 
we  enjoy  or  hope  for,  as  flowing  from  the  mere 
goodnefs  of  his  nature  ;  and  not  from  any  motive 
ur  inducement  which  we  can  pofiibiy  lay  before  him. 
In  this  view  of  the  cafe  we  do  that  honor  to  an  in¬ 
finite  and  eternal  Being,  as  to  fivppofe  him  a  fdf- 
exiftent,  independent,  and  immutable  Sovereign  ; 
while  on  the  contrary,  to  imagine  onrfdves  capa¬ 
ble  by  any  thing  we  can  do,  to  change  his  purports, 
engage  his  affe&ions,  or  excite  and  move  his  com- 
paffions  towards  us,  is  to  conceive  him  to  be  a  ho- 
’rether  fuch  an  one  as  ourf elves ,  liable  to  new  impref- 
ions  from  our  complaints  or  perfuafions,  mutable 
n  his  affe&ions,  and  dependant  upon  our  duties  for 
he  exercife  of  his  grace. — And  I  leave  it  to  you 
o  judge  which  of  thefe  apprehenfions  are  rnoft 
vorthy  of  that  God,  who  is  infinitely  exalted  above 
is  ;  and  is  without  any  variation  or  fa  a  clow  of  turning . 

.  leave  it  likewife  to  you  to  judge,  which  principle 
s  rnoft  likely  to  fubferve  our  beft  inter  efts,  that 


winch  does  moft  honor,  or  that  which  does  the  moil 
ailhonor  to  God. 


If  we  apply  this  to  the  prefent  cafe,  I  alk  in 
w.nch  way  can  we  find  molt  encouragement  to  feek 
or  itrive  for  mercy  !  In  which  way  have  we  the 
beii  pro  (peel  of  fuccefs  ?  By  entertaining  felfe  and 
dil honorable  conceptions  of  the  divine  Being  and 
denying  to  God  the  glory  which  is  due  to  his  name  > 
Ur  elfe  by  lying  at  the  foot  of  a  fovereign  ;  and 
thereby  afcnbing  to  him  the  infinite  perfeftions  of 

his  excellent  natuie?— Though  in  this  latter  way 

you  can  make  no  change  in  God,  you  will  neverthe! 
lels  have  the  evidence  that  he  has  made  a  change 
in  you,  and  a  comfortable  prolpeft,  that  by  bring- 
ingyou  to  a  fubmiffion  to  his  fovereignty,  he  has  a 
dehgn  of  fpecial  favor  to  your  foul. 


If  we  lliould  yet  further  continue  our  view  of  this 

cafe,  it  will  appear,  that  fubmiffion  to  the  mere  fo 

vereign  mercy  of  God  is  mott  conducive  to  your  own 

comjort  fafety,  and  happinefs - This  consideration 

is  a  jult  ioundation  of  comfort  and  hope,  in  that  it 
obviates  the  darknefs  and  difeouragements  that 
would  otherwife  arife  from  a  fenfe  of  your  guilt 
and  unworthinefs,  and  from  your  impotence  and 
unavoidable  infirmity  and  imperfeiffion  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  God. — 


What  hope  could  you  find  from  your  duties  ;  when 
after  your  bed  endeavors,  you  would  fee  fo*  much 
deadnefs,  formality  and  hypocrify,  in  your  higheft 
attainments?  —  What  hope  from  your  reformations; 
when  you  find  fo  mnch  fin  and  corruption  gaining 
ground  againlt  all  your  good  purpofes  and  refla¬ 
tions  ? — What  hope  from  your  good  alfe&ions, 
u  hen  fo  much  hardnefs  of  hearty  worldly-minded- 
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rrefs,  fenfuality,  and  carnal  difpofitions  are  fepara- 
:ing  between  God  and  you  ?  -  Can  you  quiet  your 
roui  by  impofing  upon  an  omnifcient  God,  with 
four  vain  (hews  and  flattering  pretences?  No,  fir, 
f  you  have  any  true  difcovery  of  your  own  heart, 
hefe  conliderations  inuft  continually  perplex  and 
Jillrefs  your  foul,  with  diflra&ing  fe^rs  and  def- 
^ondencies,  as  long  as  you  are  thus  compafjing your¬ 
self  about  with  /parks  of  your  own  kind  ling*  For 
hefe  defefts  and  imperfections  will  certainly  ac- 
otnpany  your  bed  refolutions,  endeavors  and  att¬ 
ainments. — But  then,  on  the  other  hand,  if  you 
le  at  mercy,  and  fubmit  to  God  as  the  fovereign 
ifpofer  of  his  own  favors,  you  have  good  grounds 
f  encouragement  and  hope.  —  Are  your  fins  great, 
nd  greatly  aggravated  ?  The  mercy  of  God  ex- 
eeds  them  all. — Have  you  no  agreeable  qnalifica- 
ons,  to  recommend  you  to  the  favor  of  God  ?  Mul- 
tudes  of  others  have  found  mercy,  who  had  no 
stter  qualifications  than  you  have.-- Have  you  no 
)ecial  promife  to  depend  upon,  as  belonging  to  you 
hile  in  an  unconverted  hate  ?  Yet  is  it  not  fuffi* 
ent,  that  you  have  gracious  encouragement  to 
ave  all  in  the  hands  of  that  mercy,  which  infinite- 
exceeds  yourhighed  apprehenhons  or  imagina- 
3ns?  —  Are  you  incapable  to  come  up  to  the  terms 
r  grace,  propofed  in  the  gofpel  ?  There  is  yet 
)pe  in  God’s  omnipotent  mercy,  that  he  will  work 
you  both  to  will  and  to  do,  of  his  own  good  pltafire . 
e  has  done  it  for  thoufands  of  finners,  no  better 
lan  you. 

Now,  fir,  1  ook  around  you  ;  and  fee  what  refuge 
m  can  poffibly  betake  yourfelf  to — You  are  in  the 
nds  of  juf-iice  ;  and  which  way  can  you  make  your 
:ape  ?  if  you  attempt  to  fly  from  God,  you  perith  ; 
x  to  fly  to  him,  there  is  hope.^-He  is  fovereign  ia 
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the  donation  of  his  favors  ;  you  have  therefore  at 
good  a  proipea  of  obtaining  falvation  (in  the  ufe  oi 
appointed  means)  as  any  unregenerate  perfon  in  the 

W°r  Vr  °UI"  and  deinererits  need  not  be 

any  difcouragement  :  For  his  mercy  triumphs  over 

t  ie  gut  t  and  unworthinefs  of  the  greatell  finners _ 

s  it  therefore  not  your  greateft  fafety  to  lie  at  his 

tO0t-'Vh,e,W^  of  ^is  appointments,  where  there 
isableffed  hopefet  before  you  ?—\n  this  way  you 

have  the  infinite  mercy  of  God,  the  gracious  encou¬ 
ragements  of  the  golpel,  the  glorious  fuccefs  of  fo 

many  thoufands  who  have  tried  this  method,  to  ani¬ 
mate  your  diligence  and  hope.  And  there  is  no 
ot  erv.ay,  in  which  you  have  any  encouragement 

to  expert  renewing  grace  and  pardoning  faving 
mercy.  "  •  » 


-  .Since  you  wholly  depend  upon  God’s  free  fbve- 
1  eign  mercy,  you  /houid  ufe  the  more  dilinent  and 
eai  neft  application,  in  all  the  ways  of  his  appoint- 
Hienf,  that  you  may  obtain  it.  —  Since  you  muff  ob¬ 
tain  mercy  of  God,  or  peri/h,  O  with  what  diligence 

and  importunity,  with  what  ardor  of  foul,  ihould 
you  addrefs  the  throne  of  grace,  for  deliverance 
iron)  your  guilt  and  danger  ? — Since  in  a  wav  of 
Joverejgnty,  God  is  pleafed  to  beftow  his  fpeciai 
grace,  with  an  intereft  in  his  Son,  and  his  oreat  fal- 
vanon,  at  what  time  and  by  what  means  itVhail  feem 
belt  in  his  fight,  you  Ihould  therefore  at  all  times, 
and  in  the  ufe  of  all  the  means  of  grace,  be  fee  king 

the  Lord,  while  be  may  be  found,  and  calling  upon  him 
while  he  is  near , 


Can  it  be  thought  juft  reafoning,  that  becaufe 
you  cannot  help  yourlelf,  and  there  is  none  but 
God  can  helpyou,  it  is  therefore  in  vain  ro  apply  to 
ihrn  tor  help?  1  hat  becawle  you  have  no  claim  t® 
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his  favour,  but  lye  at  his  mercy,  von  will  not  there* 
fore  feek  mercy  at  his  hands  . 3 —Does  not  this,  at 
the  firft  view,  appear  contrary  to  all  the  methods  of 
reasoning  we  fhould  ufe  in  any  oilier  cafe  ?  Can  you 
promife  yourfelf  comfort,  from  inch  reafonings  and 
fuch  conclulions  as  thefe,  in  ycur  I  a  ft  expiring  mo¬ 
ments,  when  your  foul  is  entering  upon  its  eternal 
and  unchangeable  ftate  ? 

But  you  objed,  “If  God  in  fovereignty  defigns 
nercy  for  us,  we  fhall  obtain  it,  whether  we  feek 
)r  no  :  and  if  nor,  it  is  in  vain  to  drive.” — To  this 
t  is  fufficient  to  anfwer,  that  God  never  does  in 
overeignty  appoint  falvation  for  any,  in  the  final  wil- 
ul  neglect  of  gofpel  means — He  is  fovereign  in 
he  appointment  of  the  means,  as  well  as  of  the 
:nd.  The  fame  glorious  Sovereign,  who  allures 
is,  it  is  not  for  %ur  fakes  that  he  beftows  his  fpecial 
jrace  upon  us ,  but  for  his  own  name’s  fake ,  does  al- 
o  let  us  know',  that  he  will  be  enquired  of  by  the 
'QUfe  of  Jfrael  to  do  this  for  them — Whence  it  fol- 
ows,  that  if  we  have  not  a  heart  to  feek  with  ear- 
icft  diligence,  for  the  gracious  influences  of  the  fpi- 
it  of  God,  there  is  no  profped  we  fliall  ever  obtain. 
ror  God  will  make  us  feel  the  want  of  his  mercy, 
nd  will  make  us  efteem  his  falvation  w  orthy  of  our 
are  and  pains  ;  or  leave  us  to  the  unhappy  effeds  of 
ur  own  madnefs  and  folly. — But  if  we  have  hearts 
iven  us,  to  be  humbly  and  earneftly  attending  upon 
3e  means  of  grace,  it  is  an  encouraging  fcgn,  that 
e  who  has  excited  our  diligence,  intends  to  crown 

with  fuccefs. 

You  fee,  fir,  I  have  obeyed  your  commands  ;  and 
ave  addi  eiled  you  wit  has  much  plainnefs  and  *a- 
liliarity  as  the  caufe  requires,  and  you  yourfelf 
ave  demanded* 


* 
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1  hat  God  may  efFe&ually  bring  you  to  fubmit  to 
the  terms  of  his  grace,  and  enable  you  fo  to  run,  as 
that  you  may  obtain,  is  the  prayer  of 


Your 


LETTER  VIII 


Wherein  the  Difference  between  a  true  faving  Faith* 
and  a  dead  temporary  Faith,  is  diftinttly  coujid . 
sred. 


S  I  R 


OUR  complaints  do  exactly  anlVer  my  ex- 


X  peftations.  It  is  not  your  cafe  alone,  to  have 
€t  unworthy  appreherdions  of  God,  vain  trifling 
imaginations,  and  if  range  confufion  of  mind,  accom¬ 
panying  the  exercifes  of  religion. ”  It  is  no  new 
thing  for  thofe  who  are  fetting  out  in  earneft  in  a 
religious  courfe,  to  find  by  experience,  that  their 
“  progrefs  in  religion  bears  no  proportion  to  their 
purpofes  And  that  their  “  good  defigns  and  re¬ 
solutions,  come  to  but  little  more  than  outfide  ap¬ 
pearances,  and  no  way  anfwer  their  hopes.” — It  is 
matter  of  thankfulnefs,  that  you  have  a  feeling  fenfe 
of  this - 1  hope,  if  no  other  arguments  will  con¬ 

vince  you  of  the  truth  of  what  w  as  infilled  on  in  my 
lafl,  you  will  at  leall  be  convinced  by  your  own  ex¬ 
perience,  that  you  lie  at  mercy . 

You  <(  thank  me  for  my  plalnnefs  and  faithfulnefs 


t  ] 

te  &  psar*  wretched  irriidel,  who  yet  breathes,  out  of 
In*]!,  by  the  mere  patience  of  an  affronted  Saviour.” 
1  had  not  only  the  warrant  of  your  commands,  but 
the  vail  importance  of  the  concern  before  us,  to 
embolden  me  to  lay  by  all  refer ves  ;  and  even  to 
tranfgrefs  the  common  rules  of  deconam  and  refpect^ 
in  my  former  letters.  And  you  need  not  “  conjure 
me  to  retain  the  fame  freedom.”  I  am  no  courtier  ; 
nor  am  I  at  ail  acquainted  with  the  fdhionable  me. 
thods  of  the  beau  monde .  I  (hall  therefore  apply 
myidt  according  to  my  capacity,  in  my  nccuftomed 
©lethocisof  addrcls,  to  anlweryour  de fires. 

You  obfegve,  “ that  I  infinuste  as  if  men  may  be- 
ueve  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  without  a  faring  faith 
in  Chnlt  without  an  intereft  in  him,  or  a  claim  to 
the  benefits  of  his  redemption.  You  “therefore 
aeijre  I  would  give  you  the  diftinguifhing  charac- 
,ers  o,  a  faying  faith  ;  and  (hew  you  wherein  the 
Jmercnce  lies,  between  a  true  faith,  and  that  which 
fCe°d™n0n  to  hypocrites, -as  well  as  to  Chriftians  in- 

I  do  indeed  infift  upon  it,  that  men  may  notion- 

y.  and  lJ°dr">ady  believe  the  truth  of  the  gofpel 

mhout  a  faving  faith  in  Chrift,  and  without  ^n  in-’ 

erelt  rn  him,  or  a  claim  to  the  benefits  of  his  re¬ 
demption —  i  his  is  a  truth  clearly  taught  in  the 
'criptures  ;  and  abundantly  evident  from  the  rea- 

vneqdfTtUre  °r  thmgS’ — If  any  therefore  (hould 

SarfMI  a  "iere  dodrinal  and  hiftorical 

dvL  iir  hr'1’  the,y  W,H  in  the  c°nclufion  find  then. 
-l.es  dilappomted,  and  alhamed  of  their  hope. 

jX-"’  42y 43>  °f  many  of  the  chief 
,  #  r  !:  ieved  in  Chr  jt,  bin  dared  not  conjefs 

9  for  ey  loved  the  praife  of  men ,  more  than  the 
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praije  of  God* — And  will  any  man  imagine,  that 
Inch  believers  who  dare  not  confefs  Cbriji  before 
men,  (hall  be  confeffed  by  him  before  his  heavenly 
r  ather  and  his  holy  angels  in  the  great  day  of  retribu¬ 
tion  ?  —  Will  any  man  imagine  that  our  blefled  Lord 
will  own  fuch  of  his  (incere  difciples  and  followers, 
who  love  the  praife  of  men,  more  than  the  praife  of 
Cod  "--Here  then  is  a  clear  inftance  of  a  doctrinal 
and  hiftorical  faith,  which  was  nor  faving  ;  and 
could  give  no  claim  to  the  promife  made  to  true  be-, 
lie  vers — We  have  this  matter  further  illuftrated 
and  confirmed  by  the  apoflle  James,  in  the  fecond 
chapter  of  his  epidle  ;  where  we  are  fhewn,  that 
Inch  a  faith  is  dead ,  being  alone  ;  that  it  is  but  a  car- 
cafe  without  breath.  Js  the  body  without  the  fpirit 
is  dead,  fo  faith  without  works  is  dead  alfo .  Of  fuch 
a  faith  we  may  therefore  fay  with  the  fame  apoltJe, 
IVhat  doth  it  profit ,  though  a  man  fay  that  he  has 
faith  f  Can  faith  fave  him  ? 

But  I  need  not  multiply  Scripture  quotations  in 
this  cafe.  It  is  what  is  continually  confirmed  to  us 
by  our  own  obfervation. — -How  many  do  we  fee 
every  day,  who  acknowledge  the  truth  of  the  gof- 
pc  1 ,  and  yet  live  worldly,  fenfual  and  vicious  lives  • 
who  prof c/s  .they  know  CbriJ },  but  in  works  deny  him.  ; 
who  call  themfelves  by  his  name,  and  yet  value 
their  luffs  and  idols  above  all  the  hopes  of  his  falva^ 
tion  ;  and  even  run  the  venture  of  eternal  perdi¬ 
tion,  rather  than  deny  themfelves ,  take  up  their  crufs, 
and  follow  him  Now  there  can  be  nothing  more 
certain,  than  that  thefe  men  are  utterly  unqualified 
for  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  and  that  they  can  have 
no  fpecial  mtereft  in  him  who  gave  himfelf  for  us, 
that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity ,  and  purify 
unto  himfelf  a  peculiar  people }  zealous  of  good  works? 
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As,  on  the  one  hand,  there  is  a  gracious  promt fk 
of  final  falvation,  to  all  who  believe  on  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift.  He  that  believeth ,  and  is  baptized \Jh all 
be  faved  :  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son ,  hath  everlajt- 
big  life  .---So,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  fort  of 
helrevers,  who  can  have  no  claim  to  this  promife, 
nor  any  in  rereft  in  the  falvation  by  Chrift.  —  It  mult 
therefore  be  of  infinite  confequence,  that  we  have 
indeed  /  be  faith  of  God’s  eiedl  that  ice  may  become  the 
children  of  God  by  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  that  on r  faith  be  difiinCt,  in  its  nature  and  ope¬ 
rations,  from  filch  an  empty,  lifelefs,  and  fruit lefs 
belief,  with  which  the  formal,  wordly,  and  fenfual 
profelfor  may  deceive  and  deftroy  his  own  fmul 
From  whence  it  appears,  that  your  queftion  is  molt 
important  ;  and  deferves  a  moil  careful  and  difthnft 

anfwer  ;  which  I  lhall  endeavor  in,  the  following 
particulars :  \ 


I,  _  A  true  an  A  faviug  faith,  is  a  reclhmr  and  /In. 
Uble  mprejjton  of  the  truth  of  the  gofpdV:  whereat 
a deadUwhvo  but  a  mere  notionahnd  fpeculative  be 
(let  Of  it.~r  iaithrsby  the  apoftie  dekrihed,  the'  fub - 
Vance  of  things  hoped  for  fund  the  evidence  of  t  fines 
not  fern  s  That  which  brings  eternal  things  into  a 
near  vrew  ;  and  reprefems  them  unto  the  foul  as 

iTutlouhted  realities.  Whence  it  is,  that  the  true 
ienever,  when  he  has  experienced  the  defed:  of  hi- 

Z"  ?"rrfe8/.rd  e"deavorS>  wh'n  **  is  wearied 
nn  of  an  his  falfe  refuges,  emptied  of  all  hope  in 
litnfelf,  and  is  brought  to  fee  and  feel  the  dnnoer 

md  7  0,;hlf  ,laLe  by  "«tnre,  he  is  then  brought 
n  e«rnefi  xo  look  to  Jefus,  as  the  only  refir-eand 
afety  of  h.sfoul.-Hethen  fees  the  incomparable 
^ccL.ncy  of  a  precious  Saviour  breatlies  with  sc¬ 
lent  dear* after  him,  repairs  to  him  as  the  only 
out. lain  of  his  hope;  and  proportion  ably  to  the 

y 
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f  vi;;yIJ£e  of  his  in t ere (1  in  hia?,  rejoices  in  OkrifffJ. 
ps, paving  no  confidence  in  the  ,■  -  the 

bie  lied  baviotir  and  his-  glorious  fai  vat  ion  is  the  £&:* 
ject  of  hisferions,  frequent,  and  delightful  comem. 
plat|pn™lSTow,  an  mtereil  in  Chrjft  is  valued  by 
him  ahpve.  all  the  world  ;  ami  he  is  in  earned  to- 
ootain  and  maintain  good  evidence,  that  his  hope  in'? 
*Uirid  is  well  founded.  —  Now,  the  favor  of  God,-, 
and  the  concerns  of  the  unfeen  and  eternal  world, 
appear  or  greater  importance  than  every  thing  dfe! 
xle  now  mourns  under  a  lenfe  of  his  former  fins  ; 
he  groans  under  the  burden  of  his  remaining  cor¬ 
ruptions  and  imperfections  ;  and  with  earned  dili¬ 
gence  follows  alter  holinefs,  endeavoring  to  work 

out  kis  own  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling _ -And 

!n  a  word,  he  has  fuch  an  impreflion  of  thefe  irmfi- 
ble  realities,  that  whatever  temptations,  defertioris, 
or  prevailing  corruptions  he  may  conflict  wdth,  no.‘ 
thing  can  fo  banilh  the  great  concern  from  his 
bread,  as  to  make  him  habitually  ilothful  and  indif¬ 
ferent  about  it  :  Nothing  can  quiet  him,  lhort  of 
having  his  heart  and  affections  engaged  in '  the 
tilings  or  God  and  godtinefs  ;  and  his  appetites  and 
phi  ions  under  the  re  dr  a  hit  and  governing  influence 
of  ike  law  oj  the  Spirit  of  life .  • 


Eut  now,  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  take  a  view  of; 
i  lie  influence  which  a  dead  faith  has  upon  the  fould 
«t  is  vifibie,  that  this  ufualiy  leaves  the  fubjeds  of  it 
iecure  and  capelefs,  trifling  and  indifferent,  in  the: 
concerns  or  ths  eternal  world.  I  hele  appear  to 
inch  a  perfon  but  diflan t  futurities,  which  do  not> 
engage  his  1  ole  inn'  attention,  and  make  him  in.  ear*'1 
ned  folicirous  about  the  event  ;  nor  give  any  ef-> 
fecflual  check  to  his  inordinate  appetites  and  pailions.  • 
Or  if  (as  it  fometimes  happens)  any  a  making  difpen. 
iation  alarms  t  he  con  faience  of  fuch  a  .perlbn,  to  a 

•  i. 
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di&refTiog  apprehenfion  of  his  guiir  and  danger 
drives  him  to  duties  and  external  reformations,  and 
makes  him  more  careful  and  watchful  in  his  *con. 
dud:,  he  has  yet  no  fenfible  impreffive  view  of  the 
way  of fahation  by  Jefus  Chrijt.—Bc  either  endea- 
vors  to  pacify  the  juftice  of  God,  and  his  own  con¬ 
science,  by  his  duties  and  religious  performances  • 
and  fo  lulls  himfelf  afleep  again  in  his  former  fecurh 
ty  :  or  elfe  continues  to  agonize  under  mod  dark 
dreadful  and  unworthy  apprehenfions  of  the  glori’ 
ous  God,  as  if  he  were  implacable  and  irreconcilea- 
Die  to  Inch  tinners  as  he. — Such  a  perfon  would  rea- 
dily  acknowledge,  but  he  cannot  feel  this  blefled 

truth,  that  Chrid  Jefus  is  a  fufficient  Saviour _ He 

a.lows  it  to  be  truth  ;  but  it  is  to  him  i'uch  a  truth 

as  has  no  efFedua!  influence  upon  his  heart  and  life! 

i  hough  he  owns  this  to  be  true  :  Yet  he  can  never 
comfortably  venture  his  foul  and  his  eternal  intereft 
upon  it  iiulefs  a  ray  of  divine  light  fhine  into  his 

[ou  ’  a,n.d  S've  him  a  bvely  and  fenfible  view  of  what 
he  could  before  have  but  a  flight  and-fuperfkial  an. 
prenenhon  of*  * 

Here,  then,  you  fee  an  apparent  -difference  be- 
ween  a  true  and  a  falfe  faith.  The  one  realizes 
he  great  truths  of  the  gofpei,  by  a  lively  and  feel- 
mg  ddcovery  of  them  ;  giving  the  lihgt  of  the  know 
ledge  eft  he  ghry  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrft. 

1  he  other  gwes  but  a  lifelels  and  inaftive  aff/nt 

he  rt  and”PGrAant  trM'hJs"The  one  influences  the 
heart  anJ.affediions,  and  by  beholding  with  open  fare 

HI  afaff  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  changes  tl  fld  in. 

the  fume  image,  from  glory  to  glory  :  The  other 
on  y  I  wtrns  the  head,  and  leave. Wheart  in  a  te 

either  of  fecurny  or  defpondency—The  one  is  an 

tb  ring  principle  of  divine-life,  from  which  there 
low  rivers  of  living  water:  ,he'  o,h„  U 

I  2 
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and  unfteady,  and  leaves  the  foul  fhort  of  any  fpirif- 
Hal  principle  of  life  and  activity. 

f  '  #  '  *  1  >  ■ 

2-  A Caving  faith  is  an  hearty  confent  fo  the  terms 
of  the  gofpd  :  while  a  deadi aith  is  but  a  cold  affeni. 
to  the  truth  of  it- — Accordingly,  a  true  faith  is  in  the 
gofpel  ddcrihed  to  be  a  receiving  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chriji—To  as  many  as  received  him ,  to  them  gave 
he  power  to  become  the  children  of  CW.— Our  blef- 
fed  Redeemer  is  freely  offering  himfelf  and  his  fa¬ 
ying  benefits  to  poor  perilling  tinners,  in  the  gof¬ 
pel.  Our  compliance  with  and  acceptance  of  the 
go! pel  offer,  are  the  terms  of  our  intereft  in  him, 
and  co.nftimte  the  faith  of  Godrs  eledt They  there¬ 
fore,  and  they  only,  are  true  believers  in  Chriif, 
who  heartily  acquiefce  in  the  glorious  method  of  a 
firmer’ s  recovery  from  ruin  by  Jefus  Cnrift  ;  and 
heartily  accept  an  offered  Saviour,  in  all  his  offices 
and  benefits — A  true  believer,  convinced  of  his  na¬ 
tural  bhndnefs  and  ignorance,  repairs  to  the  Lord 
jelus  Chriil,  to  enlighten  his  mind,  to  make  his  way 
plain  before  him,  and  to  give  him  a  clear,  fenfible, 
and  fpiritual  acquaintance  with  the  great  things  of  his 
eternal  peace.--  I  he  true  believer  has  found  by 
experience  his  utter  incapacity  to  procure  the  divine 
favor  bv  the  belt  of  his  duties,  reformations,  or  mo¬ 
ral  performances,  and  that  he  has  caufe  to  be  alha- 
n*ed  and  confounded  in  his  own  fight,  for  the  great 
defers  of  his  higheft  attainments  in  religion  /  and 
theO.ore  welcomes  the  Lord  jefus  Chrift  t-o  his 
foul,  as  the  lord  his  rrghtcouf  ufs repairs  to  him, 
and  to  him  only, /or  wifdom,  righteeufhefs,  fanMifi- 
caUon  and  redemption  ;  and  builds  alibis  hope  of  ac- 
cc prance  with  God,  upon  what  Ghrlfl  has  done  and 
fuffered  for  him. — The  true  believer  labours  and  is 
heavy  laden  with  the  firiftilnefs  of  his  nature  ;  and 
tongs  for  a  further  victory  over  his  corrupt  affections, 
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appetites  and  paffions,  for  more  fpirituality  in  hj$ 
duties,  and  for  a  further  progrefs  in  piety  and  ho- 
linefs  ;  and  therefore  heartily  ddires  and  accepts 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chriff,  as  his  Sandfificr ,  as  well  as 
Saviour  ;  and  earneltly  feeks  after  the  renewing,, 
{Lengthening,  and  quickening  influences  of  his  blef- 
fed  Spirit.--  1'he  true  believer  feels  the  neccffity 
of  this  hleffed  Saviour  in  all  his  offices,  relations  ane} 
characters.  He  fees  him  to  be  jidt  fuch  a  Saviour 
as  his  foul  wants  ;  and  therefore  cheerfully  accepts 
a  whole  Chrift,  wkh  his  whole  heart,  without  any 
defire  of  other  terms  of  acceptance  with  God.— die 
-may  entertain  dark  apprehenfions  of  himfelf,  and 
complain  heavily  of  the  great  defers  of  his  faith  and 
holinefs  :  hut  he  can  never  entertain  hard  thoughts 
of  the  go! pel  fcheme  ;  nor  complain  of  the  terms 
of  lalvation  therein  propofed.  1  hefe  appear  to 
him  the  w'tfdom  of  GW,  and  the  power  of  God  ;  and 
every  way  anfvyer  the  exigencies  of  Ins  date,  and 
the  defires  of  his  foul. 

But  if,  on  the  contrary,  we  confiicler  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  a  dead  faith,  it  is  what  never  brings  the  foul' 
to  a  full  confent  to  the  terms  of  the  gofpe],  without 
fcme  exception  and  relVrve. — The  unfound  believ¬ 
er  may  imagine,  that  he  accepts  the  Lojd  ]efu3 
Chnff  as  his  Saviour  :  Bin  what  is  the  foundation 
and  encouraging  motive  of  his  imaginary  compliance 
with  the  gofpe  -I  offer*.  Upon  an  b, partial  inquiry" 
it  wsll  always  be  iound  to  be  foraething  in  kjmfelf  ’• 
bis  good affedions,  duties,  morajities,  reformations, 
profiles,  or  purpofes.  He  endeavors  by  rhtfe  to 
1  c'c o ' i ; ] j i c 1 1 i  himfeli  to  od  j  and  on  the  account  oF 

tbefe,  he  hopes  to  find  acceptance  through  Chrift. _ 

Or  if  he  feels  ever  fo  ftrong  a  defire  of  id  vat  ion  by 
Chrift,  yet  he  is  driven  to  it  only  by  fear  and  Jelf- 
love  ;  and  will  renew  his  affection  to  his  other  Lards, 
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3.6  laoa  as  h;$  awakening  apprehenfiom  are  warn 
eft.— He  does  not  feel  ins  want  of  Chrift’s  enlieht- 
rung  and  enlivening  influences  ;  for  he  knows  not 

what  they  niean.._rfe/«^i/,  HOt  to  the  righteoufinejs 
jfC.H  ijl.  Foi  he  is  Hill  endeavoring  to  procure  ac- 
ceptance  with  God  from  fonts  good  qualifications 
in  his  own,  fome  duties,  which  he  performs,  or  fomc 
progrefs  whicn  he  makes  or  deligns  to  make  in  his 
religious  con  lie.- -He  cannot  fuoinit  to  Chriil  as  his 
Lota-  For  tnere  is  loitie  flotliful  indulgence,  which 
he  cannot  forego,  fome  darling  lull  which  he  can. 
not  part  with,  lome  worldly  idol  which  his  heart 
is  fet  upon,  or  lome  difficult  duty  which  he  muft  ex- 
cule  lnmi.eji  from. 


.  There  is  nothing  more  apparent,  than  the  dif. 
ttndlion  between  thefe  two  forts  of  believers.  The 
one  comes  to  -'hind  deit.rute  of  all  hope  and  help  in 
himlelf;  but  lees  enough  in  Chrift  to  anl'wer  all 
ms  wants.  i  he  other  is  full  in  himfelf.—  The  one 
looks  to  Chrift  to  be  Ins  light.  The  other  leans  to 
his  own  undemanding.— The  one  makes  mention 
01  thrift  s  righteoufnels,  and  that  only.  The  other 
hopes  lor  an  nuereft  in  Chrift  and  ins  falvation,  on 
account  of  his  own  attainments  ;  and,  in  effeft  Vx- 
peifts  julhfication  by  Ins  own  righteoufueis'  for 
thrift's  lake. —  The  one  being  a  guiltv,  polluted, 
unworthy  foul  to  the  blefled  Redeemer,  without 
any  qualification  to  recommend  it  ;  expecting  .from 
him  alone  all  the  luppiies  he  wants,  repairing  to  him 
for  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  that  he  may  be  rich  ;  for 
eye-j'alv*  that  he  may  fie  ;  and  for  white  raiment,  that 
he  may  he  doathtd-  ,  file  other  ordinarily  r. fife’s  his 
expectations  from  Chrift,  in  proportion  to  his  own 
imaginary  qualifications  and  good  difpofirioo.— ' The  . 
one  as  well  delire's  falvation,  by  .Chrjit  from  pollu¬ 
tion,  as  from  guilt.  The  other  has  a  referve  of 
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fame  deceitful  haft  ;  and  hog*  Tome  Delilah  in  hh 
bolbta,  which  he  cannot  be  willing  to  part  with. -A 
In  line,  the  one  is  willing  to  accept  of  the  Lord  Je- 
ibs  Chrift  upon  any  terms.  The  other  will  not 
come  to  Chrift,  but  upon  terms  of  his  own  ftatm£.~~ 
Bur  I  fhall  find  occalion  to  fpeak  further  to  fame 
oi -thde  things,  under  the  following  head. 

3*  A  fuvhig  faith  is  a  humble  irufi  in,  and  depend¬ 
ence  upon  the  Lord  jefus  Chrift,  as  the  author  of 
our  eternal  falvation  ;  but  a  dead  faith  always  builds 
upon  fome  falfie  foundation,  or  upon  none  at  alh-~ 
A fiiving  faith  is  often  defended  in  feripture  by  a 
trifling  in  the  Lord,  committing  our  w ay  to  him,  reft- 
irg  on  him,  and  other  inch  like  expreflions  ;  which 
luppofe  a  humble  confidence  in  the  abundant  fuffi- 
fiency  of  the  Redeemer’s  merits,  and  the  bound. 
Seis  riches  of  God’s  mercy  in  him.- — Accordingly, 
the  true  believer,  in  Ins  great  eft  darknefs  and  did- 
con  rage  men  t,  ventures  his  foul  and  eternal  jnterefbs 
in  the  hands  of  Chrift,  with,  at  leaf!,  a  fupporting 
and  euro  or  aging  hope . — -His  pail  fins  may  appear 
in  moil  affrighting  forms,  vaitly  numerous,  dread- 
fnlly  aggravated  ;  however,  he  yet  keeps  his  hope 
bum  with  this  comforting  confiderntion,  that  the 
deed  of  J  f us  Chrift  clearfeth  from  all  fin - He  may 

opp relied  with  the  fenfe  of  the  horrible  defe&s 
)f  his  duties  and  religious  attainments  ;  but  he  yet 
ees  right  eoufnefs  enough  in  Chrift,  for  a  fafe  foun- 
ianon  of  confidence,  though  he  find  none  in  him- 
elf. — •  1  his,  and  this  alone,  keeps  his  foul  from  fink, 
ng,  an  Avers  the  clamours  of  confciencc,  and  difpo, 
es  him  to  rely  upon  the  free  grace  and  mercy"  of 
yod.— He  may  be  diftrdfed  with  the  prevalence 
if  his  inward  corruptions  ;  he  may  in  an  unguard- 
d  hour,  be  furprifed  and  foiled  by  the  power  of 
is  Tinful  appetites  or  paffions^  or  bv  lo;ne  utie^peci* 
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ed  temptation  :  but  even  in  this  cafe,  hn  refuge  h 
in  that  -  blefled  advocate  with  the  Father,  Jefus  (Thrift 
the  righteous  --And  though,  from  fad  experience 
of  his  own  dreadful  imperfections,  he  may  be  ready 
to  queitk)-.]  his  (fate,  and  to  fear  left  he  be  deceived, 
and  left  he  (honld  finally  be  afhamed  of  his  hope, 
nevertheless  he  ventures  that  alfo  in  the  hands  of 
Curilt,  and  depends  upon  him,  that  he  will  not 
leave  his  foul  to  a  lou!  ruming  deceit,  but  will  guide 
him  by  his  ccunfel ,  and  after wards  bring  him  to  glo¬ 
ry. —  Such  a  dependence  upon  Chrilt  the  believer 
ordinarily  exereifes  in  his  dark*,  it  hours  and  dulled: 
frames. — But  when  n  the  mare  five!/  exercife  of 
g:race,  and  when  Cnr..t  is  p!  ns  fed  to  ihine  into  the 
foul  with  clearer  communications  of  his  love,  his 
confidence-,  like  a  rock  in  the  fea.  Hands  unmoved 
in  the  greatelt  tempelts  ;  and  lie  knows  whom  he  has 
believed ,  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  wh  ch  he  has  com • 
mated  to  him ,  againft  that  day.  With  this  confi¬ 
dence  he  can  evem  gh>y  in  tribulation;  he  can 
cheartully  look  death  itfeif  in  the  face,  and  triumph 
over  the  king  of  terrors* 

Bnt  now,  if  we  take  a  view  of  a  dead  faith,  we 
fhall  find  in  it  the  quite  contrary  properties.  — The 
unfincere  profelfor  (as  has  been  obferved  already) 
ordinarily  raifes  his  exnecdarions  and  encourage¬ 
ments  ft  o  n  Ibinetbing  in  kimfdf.  His  good  frames, 
his  joys  and  comforts,  his  endeavors  or  defigns  to 
ferve  God,  are  what  he  has  to*  depend  upon  :  And 
upon  thefe  he  does  and  will  depend  ;  and  perhaps 
will  never  fee  his  miflake,  until  it  be  too  late* — 
Some  o‘  thefe  indeed  do  not  find  even  this  falfe 
foundation  to  build  upon  :  bnt  quiet  their  fools  with 
a  loofe  and  general  hope — They  believe,  that  God 
is  merciful,  and  that  Jefus  Chrill  came  to  fave  fin- 
tiers  ;  or  they  hope,  they  {hall  fume  time  or  another 
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obtain  grace,  though  they  find  none  at  prefrnt* 
Thus  too  many  of  them  go  on  quietly  in  their  fins 
dwell  at  cafe,  and  cry  peace  to  their  fouls,  until  the 
flood  of  Cod’s  difipleafiure  fweeps  away  their  refu¬ 
ges  of  lies.  Others  there  be,  who  by  means  of  a 
better  education,  or  from  fome  awakening  fienfe  of 
their  guilt  and  danger,  cannot  but  fee,  that  thefie 
beds  are  too  fhort  to  ftretch  themfelves  upon  ;  and 
therefore  their  faith  is  their  torment.  They  be¬ 
lieve  in  Chrift  as  their  judge  ;  but  not  as  their  Sa¬ 
viour.  1  hey  fpend  their  lives  in  fears  and  anxie¬ 
ties,  in  difquietude  and  uneafinefs  of  mind,  as  often 
as  their  confidences  are  awake,  to  entertain  any  le- 

rious  apprehenfions  of  a  future  and  eternal  world _ 

1  hus  they  live  under  a  Jpirit  of  bondage  ;  not  be- 
ipg  able  to  venture  their  guilty  fouls  upon  the  par¬ 
doning  mercy  of  God,  and  the  infinite  merit  of  the 
tiedeemer’s  blood. 

.  .Nothing  can  be  more  apparent,  than  the  diftinc- 
^ion  and  difference  here  represented,  between  thefie 
.wo  forts  of  believers.— i  he  one ,  in  all  his  ftraits 
ears  difficulties  and  dangers,  looks  unto  Chrifl  as  to 
tiure  foundation  of  -fafety,  confidence  and  hope  : 
Vpd  though  he  may  at  fome  times  doubt  his  intereft 
n  Chi i ft,  he  can  at  no  time  deliberately  place  his 
■confidence  or  exped  fafety  for  his  foul  any  where 
lie,  but  in  the  mere  mercy  of  God  in  Chrift.  The 
then  leaves  the  foul  afleep  ;  or  elfe  fee ks  reft  only 
roin  the  nghreoufnefs  of  the  law,  from  defires  and 
;nde avers  of  his  own,  and  rnuft  either  find  comfort 

here,  or  no  where - 1  he  one  ventures  all  his  in- 

erefls,  and  all  his  hopes  of  grace  and  glory  upon  the 
auhfulnels  of  the  gofpel  promifes,  and  the  infinite 
lercy  ot  God  m  Chrift.  The  other  fees  no  way  to 
met  the  acculations  of  his  confidence,  and  to  obtain 
^abfications  for  faivation,  by  depending  upon  a  na- 


ked  prom  He—— In  a  word,  the  one  cafn  fee  fafety  and 
feetirity,  in  leaving  ail  the  concerns  both  of  time 
and  eternity  in  the  hands  of  Ghrift.  The  other  be¬ 
ing  ignorant  of  the  righteoufoefs  of  God,  muft  make 
the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  his  refuge,  or  elfe  live 
without  the  comfort  of  hope. 

4.  A  fewing  faith  fobjects  the  foul  to  the  feepter 
and  yoke  of  Ghrift  :  oik  a  dead  faith  lea  ves  the  foul 

unrenewed  and  dij obedient A  true  faith  purifies  the 

heart ,  and  overcomes  the  world  ;  and  he  that  hath 
this  hope  in  C:rift\  purifeth  hinifelf  even  as  he  is  pure* 
A  true  faith  unites  the  foul  to  Ghrift,  as  the  branch 
U- united  to  the  vine  ;  and  thereby  enables  the  man 
to  bring  forth  much  fruit. — The  true  believer  hates 
every  fa  1 1  e  way,  he  mourns  over,  &  watches,  drives, 
2nd  prays  again  ft  all  the  corruptions  of  his  nature, 
and  all  the  imperfections  of  his.  heart  and  life.—. 
There  is  no  known  fin,  which  he  indulges  himfelf 
in;  no  known  duty,  which  he  willingly  neglects; 
no  difficulty  which  can  deter  him  from  following 
Thrift ;  no  temptation  which  can  allure  him  from: 
endeavoring  a  conformity  to  the  whole  will  of 
God — Not  as  though  he  had  already  attained;  or 
were  already  perfect*  He  has  daily  caufe  to  lament 
his  defeats  :  but  yet  he  can  truly  fay,  that  he  delights 
in  the  law  0/  the  Lord  after  the  tnward  man  ;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  endeavors  in  every  flat  ion  and  relation, 
in  all  his  conduct  both  to  God  and  man,  as  well  in 
fecret  as  openly,  to  live  a  life  of  conformity  to  God, 
in  all  the  duties  he  requires  of  him — And  wherein 
he  cannot  attain,  he  is  yet  pr effing  towards perfediioitf. 
and  groaning  after  a  further  progrefs  in  holmefs, 
even  in  all  inftances,  without  referve  ;  nor  yet  fa- 
tisfied  without  a  final  perfeverance^  to  crown  his 
finccrity. 
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But  Qo.the  other  hand  the  obedience  of  an  in  fin- 
eere  profeffor  is  very  partial,  defective,  temporary  ; 
and  but  a  matter  of  force  and  conflraint  upon  the 
appetites  and  affedtions.  If  with  Herod  he  reforms 
and  does  many  things ,  yet  he  retains  his  Herodias, 
fome  darling  corruption  unmoriified  «  or  leaves  foine 
unpleafant  duty  negledled.  Or  if  by  the  lalhes  of 
an  awakened  confcience,  he  is  driven  for  a  time  to  a 
more  general  reformation  from  all  known  fm,  and  to 
outward  attendance  upon  all  known  duty,  he  finds 
no  inward  complacency  in  it;  and  therefore  is  like 
a  null  horle,  that  will  be  kept  on  his  way  no  longer 
than  he  feels  a  fpur  in  his  fide. 

Here  tnen  is  a  confpicuous  difference  between  a 
true  and  falfe  believer.  The  one  has  a  principle 
of  bounds,  a  delight  in  it,  and  an  earned:  and  conti¬ 
nuing  defire  after  further  proficiency  in  the  divine 
life.  The  other  only  aims  at  fo  much  holinefs  as  he 
thinks  will  fave  him  from  hell,  but  cares  for  nothing 
more  ;  and  what  he  has,  is  excited  by  fear,  or  con- 
1. rained  by  force,  contrary  to  the  natural  tendency 
and  bias  of  his  foul. — In  fine,  the  one  makes  it  the 
endeavor  of  his  life,  to  approve  himfelf  to  a  pure, 
mly  and  omnifcient  God.  J  he  other  reds  in  en¬ 
deavours  to  quiet  his  confcience,  and  to  filence  its 
clamours  and  accufations. 

5.  A  faving  faith  works  by  love  to  God  and  man  : 

™  **nh  always  falls  lhort  of  both _ 1  he 

ipoltle  allures  us,  that  if  we  have  all  faith,  fo  that  we 
'ould  remove  mountains ,  and  have  not  charity ,  w  are 
tat  king.— -Faith  workt  th  by  l,ve  ;  and  the  true  belie  v- 
.1  keeks  hmfdfm  the  love  of  Goa,  looking  to  the  mer- 
y  of  the  Lord  J efus  Chrifi for  eternal  If  —He  de- 
jg  its  in  contemplating  the  glorious  perleclim.s  of 
he  Divine  nature.  His  meditations  upon  God  are 
weet,  and  the  thoughts  of  him  precious  to  his  foul. 

*  K 
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— He  values  the  favor  of  God  as  life,  and  his  lov¬ 
ing  kindnefs  as  better  than  life.  If  he  can  have  the 
glorious  God  for  his  portion,  and  live  in  the  light 
of  his  countenance,  he  can  be  content  with  ftnnts 
and  difficulties,  trials  and  afflictions,  here  in  the 
world — He  takes  peculiar  pie  a  fu  re  in  the  ordinan¬ 
ces  of  God,  and  all  the  appointed  means  of  a  near 
-approach  into  his  fpecial  prefence  ;  and  is  efpecially 
pleafed,  when  favoured  with  lenfible  communion 
with  Gcd —  I  hough  he  cannot  alw  ays  walk  fo  near 
to  God,  and  find  fuch  lenfible  delight  in  iiim  ;  yet 
he  laments  his  abfence,  when  he  withdraws  ;  .hea¬ 
vily  complains  of  his  own  deadnefs,  worldlinefs, 
or  fenfna’lity,  which  feparates  between  God  and 
his  foul  ;  and  can  find  no  true  reft  or  fatisfadlion,  till 
he  returns  to  God,  and  God  to  him — 1  his  is  at 
ieaft  the  ordinary  cotirfe  and  tenor  of  the  believer’s 
life  :  and  if  at  any  time  he  fhould  be  fo  left  of  God 
as  to  grow  forgetful  of  him,  and  have  any  preva¬ 
lence  of  a  dead,  carnal,  worldly  frame  in  his  foul, 
this  darkens  the  evidence  of  his  ftate,  robs  him  of 
his  comfort  and  peace,  and  will  at  length  put  him 
Vipon  vigorous  and  a  dive  endeavours  for  obtaining 
a  revival  of  his danguiffling  graces,  by  a  frdh  fup- 
ply  of  the  Spirit  of  Je firs  thrift* 


Thus,  the  true  believer  hath  the  love  of  God 
dwelling  in  him  ;  and  from  .the  fame  principle, 
he  like  wife  loves  his  rulgi  hour  as  himlelf.-—  He 
maintains  a  life  of  juftice,' mceknefs,  kind  nr  is,  and 
beneficence  towards  all  men  ;  bears  injuries  ;  is  rea¬ 
dy  to  fm  give  ;  entertains ’the  bell  opinion  of  men’s 
tta’uo  ;u  tVwfbons  that  the  cafe  will  allow  ;  and  en- 
iigav*u..rs:'f o’  like  in  the  e'xei  cife  of  love,  joy,  peace, 
/ojjr.  i'$eriw\  giKtknefSj  gOodnefs ,  faitifuhefi, 
MVY/b/r/K  '  A’od  as  he  thus  maintains  a  love  of  be- 
ntvok  'ncc  to  all  n  «n,  he  has,  in  a  fpecial  manner, 
it  love  of  complacence  towards  thofe  who  bear  the 
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marks  of  the  divine’ Image. — Thefe  he  delights  in, 
on  account  of  their  being,  or  at  leal!  appearing  to 
be,  the  children  of  God.  He  loves  them  for  their 
heavenly  Father’s  fake,  as  well  as  for  thofe  gracious 
qualifications,  which  make  the  righteous  more  excellent 
than  his  neighbour .  He  loves  the  company  of  the 
faints.  Thefe  are  the  excellent ,  in  whom  is  all  his 
delight .  He  loves  their  piety  ;  and  fludies  an  imi¬ 
tation  of  them,  wherein  they  follow'  Chrrft  ;  and 
ftudies  to  equal,  if  not  excel  them  in  their  higheft 
improvements  in  religion.  He  loves  their  perfons; 
and  hopes  to  join  in  concert  with  them  in  the  e- 
ternal  praifes  of  God. 

t. 

This  is  the  real  and  genuine  character  of  every 
true  believer  :  while  the  highcft  attainment  of  a 
dead  faith  do  fall  fhort  of  every  part  of  this  defcrip- 
tion. — The  falfe  profeffor  may  imagine,  that  he  has 
fome thing;  of  the  love  of  God  in  him  :  but  upon  a 
jufl  view  of  the  caje  it  w jll  appear,  that  it  is  only  to 
an  idol,  the  creature  of  his  own  imagination.  If  lie 
fee  ms  to  love  God  under  an.  apprehenfion  of  his 
goodnefs  and  mercy,  he  yet  dreads  him  on  account 
of  his  juftice,  and  has  an  inward  averfion  to  h  s 
purity  and  holinefs  ;  fo  that.Uuteobjeft  of  his  love  is 
an  imaginary  being,  of  infinite  goodnefs  and  mercy, 
without  either  juflice  or  holinefs — -If  from  the  a- 
larms  of  conlcience,  or  fome  emotions  of  his  natur¬ 
al  afFe&ions,  he  may  take  iome  pleafure  in  relic i<  us 
exercifes,  this  pleaiure  is  Ihort  and  tranG<?nt*  like 
the  principle  from  w’hence  it  flows  ;  he  ioon  returns 
to  careleffnefs  and  forgetfulnefs  of  God,  and  has 
Ins  affeclions  quickly  engaged  in  worldly  and  fenth- 
al  pur Tui t s* — And  however  he  may  deceive  himkdf, 
in  any  fuppofed  progrefs  in  religion,  he  can  never 
fatisfy  his  foul  with  having  God  for  his  portion. 
He.  can  never  in  coerfe  keep  up  a  life  of  Jpirituai 


C  124  1 

eiirwlecirefs,  and  delight  in  God,  and  in  3  way  0f 
obedience  to  him,  and  communion  with  him. 

The  fame  defers  are  hkewife  found  in  the  im. 
found  believer  w  ith  r*Tpe&  to  his  love  to  his  neiph- 
boi .  It  he  be  not  (as  its  too  commonly  found)  nn- 
juli:  and  deceitful,  wrath  till  anti  contentious,  hard 
heajtcd  and  unkind,  bitter  and  cerdorious,  reveiwe- 
ful  and  implacable  :  Yet  he  never  loves  the  chile  ren 
of  God  as  filch -J-  W  hatever  love  he  may  have  to  any 
inch  from  ipecial  intimate  acquaintance,  or  from 
their  being  in  the  fi.me  caufe,  party,  or  perfu.*fion 
wnh  himk-lf  (\vh‘cb  is  indeed  no  more  than  the  ex* 
rrcife  of  felf-love  or  felt  eltecm)  he  neter  loves  the 
image  of  Chrift  in  every  feft  or  party,  in  whom  he 
finds  it,  nor  can  .he  love  a  conformity  to  the  children 
of  God  in  the  holmefsof  their  hearts  and  lives. 

Mere  then  you  fee  an  apparent  difference  in  thefe 
tvvo  forts  of  believers.-- The  one  loves  God  above 
all  things  :  and  indeed  he  that  does  not  lo\e  him 
with  a  lupreme  love,  does  not  love  him  as  God  ; 
and  consequently  donut  love  him  at  all.  Bur  the 
other  leeks  the  favor  of  God,  from  no  other  motive 
but  fear  of  his  difplealure,  or  fome  defire  of  hapoi- 
:nefs  ;  and  not  from  a  fenfe  of  the  excellency  of  his 
glorious  perfe&ions,  and  the  blefTednefs  ot  an  inter¬ 
elf  in  his  favor — The  one  loves  what  God  loves  ; 
hates  w  hat  he  hates  ;  and  loves  and  efteems  him- 
felf  but  in  proportion  to  his  conformity  unto  God. 
The  other  retains  his  delight  in  his  luffs  and  idols  ; 
and  repairs  to  God  becaule  he  d-urff  not  do  other- 
wife. —  *  he  one  like  God  himfeH,  takes  pleafure  in 
doing  good  to  all  men  ;  and  takes  fpecial  delight  in 
all  without  difiin&ion,  who  are  partakers  of  the  di¬ 
vine  nature. —  idle  other  at  the  beff  has  his  love  to 
man  influenced  by  felfifh  principles  ;  and  therefore 
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takes  moil  delight  in  thofe,  who  are  mofc  conforma¬ 
ble  to  his  own  fentirnents  or  difpofitions. 

Left  I  fhould  weary  out  your  patience,  I  fhall  juft 
mention  but  this  one  particular  more— 

6.  A  faring  faith  humbles  the  foul,  and  makes  it 
low  and  vile  in , its  own  eyes  ;  whereas  a  dead  faith 
tends  to  exalt  the  mind  with  vain  apprehensions  of, 
or  endeavors  after,  fonie  iufHciency  or  excellency  of 
its  own. — The  true  believer  has  a  deep  fenfe  of  the 
greatnefs  and  aggravations  of  his  fins,  loathes  him- 
i elf  on  account  of  them  ;  and  adores  the  patience 
rtnd  long-fuffering  of  God  toward  him,  that  has  kept 
him  out  of  hell.  He  is  fo  fenfible  of  the  great  de¬ 
fects  of  his  duties,  of  the  ftnfulnefs  of  his  heart,  the 
imperfedions  of  his  life,  and  his  utter  unworthinejfs 
of  any  favor  from  God,  that  he  cannot  but  enter¬ 
tain  a  moft  deep  and  fenfible  imprefljon,  that  it  muft 
be  a  wonderful  dilplay  of  mere  fovereign  grace,  if 
ever  he  obtains  falvation. — It  is  always  true,  that 
the  greater  manifeftation  of  God’s  love  is  made  to 
his  foul,  the  greater  fenfe  he  hath  of  his  own  no- 
thingnefs  and  unworthinefs,  and  rhe  more  he  ad- 
miresand  adores  the  aftonilhing  riches  of  free  diltin- 
guifhing  grace  to  Inch  a  guilty  .polluted  creature 
as  he  is.-- Though  the  true  believer  lives  in  the 
exercife  of  tnat  charity  towards  others,  which  think - 
eth  no  evil ,  but  believeth  all  things  and  hopeth  all 
things  ;  he  yet  aiways  finds  occafion  to  condemn 
himlelf,  and  to  cenfure  his  own  inward  affedions 
and  outward  performances,  religions  duties  and  mo¬ 
ral  conduct  ;  and  therefore  cannot  bur  efieera 
.  ethers  better  than  him, fe If.- -In  fhort  the  true  believ¬ 
er  always,  while  in  ibis  tabernacle  groans,  being  bur¬ 
dened •  He  finds  ©ccafions  of  a  renewed  repentance 
•everyday;  he  every  day  finds  new  ca  life  to  com¬ 
plain  of  himfelf;  and  new  caufe  to  commit  a  luYful 
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lOJ  uiiH'orthy  foil!  to  the  mere  mercy  of  God  m 

•  t  .1 .  ;  <  .  ’  •  .  %  •  .  ,  ,  ^  ,  •  ... 

;  On  the  contrary,  a  dead  faith  always  either  puffs 
up  the  vain  mind  with  a  haughty  pleating  apprehen¬ 
sion  of  its  own  attainments,  makes  it  cenforious  and 
undiantable,  and  infpires  it  with  that  proud  pha- 
niaica!  language,  1  thank  God,  I  am  not  as  other 
men  :  or  elfe  from  the  lame  haughty  principle,  eh 
ther  leaves  the  i'oulfecure  and  eafy,  in  its  good'de- 
ligns  and  purpofesof  future  repentance  ;  or  impa¬ 
tient  mui  depending,  through  want  of  thofe  good 
qualifications  which  it  iuppofes  neceiTary. 

I  think,  I  need  not  enlarge  upon  this  diftinction  ; 
it  is  fo  apparent  and  manifeft,  and.  the  characters  & 
eafy  to  be  known. 

And  now,  fir,  to  furn  up  the  whole  in  a  fhort  and 
eafy  view. -~Sf  you  have  good  evidence  of  a  javing 
faith  in  Chrift,  you  mult  have  fuch  a  fenfible  im- 
preffion  of  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  as  makes  you  fed 
rhe  importance  of  your  eternal  concerns  ;  and  your 
necefliry  of.  an  intereft  in  Chriit;  and  puts  your  foul 
upon  earned  and  adive  defires  after  him,  as  your 
only  hope  and  faiety. — ou  muff  heartily  approve 
the  way  of  falvation  which  the  goipel  reveals;  and 
■  heartily  confent  to  the  terms -on  which  it  is  offered. 

>  d ou  muff  accept  of  Chrift  as  a  free  gilt  ;  bringing 
nothing  w  ith  you  of  your  own,  to  recommend  you 
,to  his  acceptance — You  mult  accept  of  him  as  your 
only  nghteoufnefs,  to  juitify  you  before  G.od  ;  and 
i  as  your  Prince,  as  well  as  Saviour;  confenting  as 
.  well  to  be  governed  as  to  bo  laved,  to  be  fan&ified 
as  to  be  juftified  by  him*  And  as  you  mult  receive 
him,  io  you  mu  ft  confidently  trull  in  him  alone,  as  a 
fui  e  foundation  of  Piety  and  hope  ;  and  as  a  con¬ 
tinuing  fountain  of  all  lupplies  of  grace  -to  jour 


'foul,  whatever  difficulties  and  difcouragements  you 
may  meet  with. — And  you  mult  have  this  (landing 
evidence  of  the  fincerity  of  your  faith,  that  it  puri¬ 
fies  your  heart  ;  and  brings  you  to  an  earned:  defire 
of,  and  endeavor  after,  habitual  hohnefs  of  heart 
and  life  ;  that  it  works  by  love  to  God  and  man  ;  and 
keeps  up  in  your  foul  an  abaiing  fenfe  of  your  own 

vilenefs  and  utter  unworthinefs,  after  all _ This  is 

that  precious  faith,  to  which  the  protnifes  of  the 
gofpel  are  made,  and  to  which  no  falfe  profeflbr 
tan  make  any  juft  pretence. 

To  conclude  with  a  ftili  fliorter  view  of  this  cafe* 
W  hen  a  realizing  belief  of  the  gofpel  ;  and  a  def- 
pair  of  all  help  in  your  felf  brings  you  to  repair  to 
•Chrift  as  your  only  fafety  ;  and  to  venture  your  foul, 
guilty  as  it  is,  upon  the  merit  of  his  obedience,  the 
lufficiency  of  hrs  grace  and  ftrength,  and  the  faith- 
fuineis  of  his  promife  ;  and  heartily  to  fubmit  to  his 
rule  and  government,  now  you  can  not  tail  of  the 
fanftifying  influences  of  his  Spirit,  to  quality  you  for 
the  eternal  inheritance  :  for  the  Amen ,  the  true  and 
faithful  ffitnefs ,  has  given  you  his  word  for  it,  that 
if  you  thus  come  to  him}  he  will  in  no  wife  cajl  you 
■  out*  ■ 

I  might  fiim  upthis  important  point  in  a  yet  /bar¬ 
ter  view — If  you  To  heartily  approve  of,  and  delight 
in  the  gofpel  way  of  falvation  by  Chrift  alone,  that 
you  can  cheerfully  venture  your  foul  and  your  eter¬ 
nal  inn  rffts  upon  it,  as  the  lure  and  only  foundation 
of  hope  and  fafety;  you  have  then  the  faith  oi  God’s 
-elecl.  And  in  this  cafe  he  that  has  beftou  ed  fuch 
giace  upon  you,  will  carry  on  nis  own  work  in  your 
€ou]>  u  £'ve  y°u  thole  feveral  qualifications  and 
evidences  of  a  gracious  date  v\  hich  I  have  above  defi. 
‘Cribed  ;  and  will  at  lu It  prelent  you  faultlefs  before 
4ns  throne;  with  exceeding  joy.  That  you  muy  have 
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the  delightful  experience  of  fuch  a  progrefs  of  grace 
in  your  foul,  is  the  prayer  of 

Yours,  See- 


letter  IX. 


Wherein  the  Difference  between  a  legal  and  evan¬ 
gelical  Repentance  is  diftinftly  confidered . 

S  i  R, 

YOU  juftly  obferve,  “  It  is  of  infinite  concern, 
that  your  repentance  towards  God  (as  well  as 
your  faith  towards  the  Lord  jefus  Chrift)  be  fin- 
cere  ;  and  that  you  have  therefore  caufe  to  be  fo- 
licitous,  not  to  be  deceived  with  a  repentance  which 
mult  he  repented  of.”  And  you  have  therefore 
juft  rea fon  to  defire,  “  a  clear  apprehenfion  of  the 
difference ,  between  a  legal  and  evangelical  repen¬ 
tance.”  I  fhall  therefore  endeavour  according  to 
your  defire,  “  to  (hew  you  the  difference,  in  as  ea- 
fy  and  familiar  a  light  as  I  can.”  And  perhaps  it 
mdy  give  a  clearer  view  of  the  cafe,  if  I  fhould  fhew 
you  firfi:  negatively,  wherein  the  diftinftiou  does 
not  confifi,  under  a  few  particulars,  before  I  pro¬ 
ceed  to  a  d'recf  illnilration  of  it. 

.  It  may  then  be  obferved,  that  a  deep  diftrefs  -of 
mind  on  account  of  (inning  againft  God,  is  common 

both  to  legal  and  evangelical  repentance _ Even 

Judas  could  cry  out  with  agony  of  foul,  i  have  finned 
in  betraying  innocent  blood ;  as  well  as  the  Pfalm- 
iff  groan's  out  his  complaint,  that  there  was  no  reft 
in  his  bones  becav.fe.  of  his  Jins* — rA  diltreffing  fenfe 
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of  fin,  in  itfelf  confidered,  is  therefore  no  evi- 
dence  for,  nor  again!!,  the  truth  and  lintentv  of 
repentance*  • 

Moreover  a  fearful  apprehenfion  of  the  divine 
difpleajure-,  may  be  common  to  bo'h  lorts  of  peni¬ 
tents. —  Mere  legal  convictions  may  make  /inner s  in 
Zion  afraid,  and  fearfulmfs  furprfe  the  hypocrite  ; 
and  dftruddion  from -Gad  may  be  a  terror  to  a  holy 
Job,  in  as  great  reality,  though  not  with  fuch  del- 
pairing  infidelity,  as  to  a  Cam  or  Judas  ;  that  this 
can  be  no  diiiinguhhing  mark  of  a  true  or  falfe  re¬ 
pentance* 

I  may  add,  dread  of,  and  a  temporary  reforma¬ 
tion  from  outward  and  known  courfes  of  Jinning , 
may  like  wife  be  the  confeqnence  of  both  a  legal  and 
evangelical  repentance — Abab  humbled  himfelf, 
lay  in  fackcloth,  and  went  foftly  ;  and  Herod  re- 
foi  med  many  things,  as  well  as  David  refrained  his 
feet  from  every  evil  way — It  is  inrpolfible  for  a  fin- 
ner  to  give  the  reins  to  his  luffs,  while  under  the 
fevere  iafhes  of  an  awakened  confidence  :  that  a 
mere  legal  convidion  muft,  while  it  falls,  procure 
an  external  reformation.  Such  a  reformation,  of 
itfelf,  can  therefore  be  no  evidence  of  a  lincere  re- 
pentance,  how  great  foever  it  may  appear  ;  and  be- 
fure  it  can  be  no  evidence  again!!  it. 

.  Befides,  men  may  be  put  upon  diligence  and  ac< 
tivity  in  duty ,  by  both  a  legal  and  evangelical  re¬ 
pentance. — An  unfincere  repentance  may  brin;r 
men  with  tne  hypocritical  Jews,  to  feck  the  Lord 
daily  ;  and  delight  to  know  his  ways ,  as  a  nation  that 
did  right eou fief's .  In  their  afflidhions  they  may  fetk 
him  early .  i  hey  may  feek  him  and  return  ;  and 
enquire  early  after  God . —  i  his  may  be  the  fruit  of 
.&Jegnl  .repentance.;  as  well  as  that  a  true  re  pen- 
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Cance  may  and  always  does,  bring  men  to  lift  up  their 

hearts  and  their  hands  to  G jd  in  the  heavens _ This 

therefore  can  be  no  diltinguilhing  criterion,  in  the 
calc  befoi  e  us. 

Once  more,  a  comforting  perfuafion  of  having  ob¬ 
tained  .  pardoning  mercy,  is  common  to  both  kinds 
of  penitents — God’s  ancient  people  when  molt  in¬ 
corrigible  in  their  impiety,  would  trujt  in  lying 
words,  come  and fland  before  him  in  the  houfe  that  was 
culled  ay  his  name  ;  and  fay ,  Rf^e  are  delivered  to  do 
all  thefe  abominations-  The  Ifraelites  in  the  wilder- 
nefs,  concluded,  that  God  was  their  Rock,  and  the 
raoft  high  God  their  Redeemer,  when  they  flattered 
him  with  their  lips,  and  lyed  to  him  with  their  tongues  ; 
and  their  hearts  were  not  right  ' with  him- —  And  on 
the  other  hand,  the  true  penitent  may  fay  with  Da¬ 
vid,  If  aid,  I  will  confefs  my  tranfgrejjions  unto  the 
Lord  ;  and  thou  forgave]}  me  the  iniquity  of  my  jin - — 
A  mere  perfualion  of  fdrgivenefs  therefore,  how 
comfortable  or  joyful  foever,  does  not  diftinguifh 
the  nature  of  that  repentance,  on  which  fuch  a  per- 
fuafi  on  is  founded. 

In  fliort,  it  is  not  the  deeped  fen fe  of  fin  or  guilt  ; 
nor  tie  rnolt  dill  celling  forrow  on  that  account  ;  it 
is  not  the  fear  of  God’s  wrath,  nor  the  greateft  ex. 
ternal  reformation  of  life  ;  it  is  not  the  mold  diligent 
external  attendance  upon  all  known  duty  ;  nor  the 
mod  quieting  perfuafion  of  having  made  our  peace 
with  God  ;  nor  all  thefe  together,  that  w  ill  denomi¬ 
nate  a  man  flncerely  penitent.  For  all  thefe  mav 
be,  and  have  been,  attained  by  mere  hypocrites; 
and  often  are  found  with  the  falfe,  as  well  as  true 
profefFor. 

Having,  by  way  of  precaution,  given  you  thefe 
remarks,  I  now  proceed  dire&iy  to  contlder  the 
important  cafe  before  us.  And,  * 
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1.  A  legal  repentance  Hows  only  from  a  fenfe  of 
4anger,  and  fear  of  •wrath ;  but  an  evangelical  re¬ 
pentance  is  a  true  mourning  for  jin  ;  and  an  earned 
defire  of  deliverance  from  it.  W  hen  the  confcience 
of  z.  {inner  is  alarmed  with  a  fenfe  of  his  dreadful 
guilt  and  danger,  it  muff  neceffarily  remonflrate  a- 
gainfl  thofe  impieties,  which  threaten  him  with  de- 
uruflion  and  ruin.  Thence  thofe  frights  and  ter¬ 
rors,  which  we  fo  commonly  fee  in  awakened  fl n - 
ners.  Their  fins  (efpeciaily  fome  gr  offer  enormi¬ 
ties  of  their  lives)  dare  them  in  the  face,  with  their 
peculiar  aggravations.  Confcience  draws  up  the 
.indi&ment  ;  and  fets  home  the  charge  a  gain  ft  them. 
The  law7  paffes  the  fentence,  and  condemns  them 
without  mercy.  And  what  have  they  now  in  prof- 
ped  ?  But  a  fearful  looking  for  of  fiery  indigna¬ 
tion  to  confume  them  ! — Now  with  what  difirefs 
.will  they  cry  out,  of  the  greatnefs  and  aggravations 
of  their  fins?  With  what  amazement  will  they  ex¬ 
pert  the  dreaful  iffue  of  a  {inful  courfe  ?  How  rea¬ 
dy  are  they  now  to  take  up  refolutions  of  a  more 
watchful  and  holy  life  ?  Now  they  are  brought  upon 
their  knees  before  God,  to  acknowledge  their  tins 
and  to  cry  for  mercy  ;  and  now  confcience  like  a 
darning  fword,  keeps  them  from  their  former  courfe 
of  impiety  and  fenfual  gratifications.  And  what  is 
all  this  repentance,  but  mere  terror  and  fear  of  hell  ? 
Let  but  confcience  be  pacified,  and  their  fear  blown 
over  ;  and  the  dog  will  quick  return  to  his  vomit 
again,  until  lome  new  alarm  revive  the  convidlion  of 
their  fin  and  danger,  and  their  former  proeffs  of 
repentance.  I  hns  lome  will  tin  and  repent,  and 
repent  and  fin,  all  their  lives  ;  and  yet  lie  open  to 
eternal  repentance  after  ail.  Or  if  the  driftrefs  of 
confcience  make  lo  deep  an  imprelfion'  and  fix  fuch 
an  abiding  awe  of  particular  lin s  upon  the  mind, 
that  there  remains  a  vifible  and  continuing  refor¬ 
mation  :  Yet  their  lufts  are  but  dammed  up  by 
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their  fears,  and  were  but  the  dam  broken,  down 

re-iewV°)lfd  PUn  a?a!n  ln  the,r  lormcr  channel  with 
Renewed  force — It  is  true,  the  law  fometimes  prove. 

a  fchocl  mafter  to  drive  finners  to  Chrift  ;  and  con. 

nr?°"  °J  f,n  and  ajegal  repentance,  is  a  necelTary 
prepalat,ve  to  a  faving  converfion  ;  but  this  alone 
g-  s  no  claim  to  the  promile  of  the  gofpel  — 

but  bC  thUS  «"d  garnijhed, 

r  the  reception  of  f even  worfe  /pints  than 

were  driven  out  of  it ;  and  a  (inner  may  thus  efrZ 

the  pdMUons  of  the -world,  and  yet  have  his  Patter 
end  iv or/e  than  his  bt ginning* 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  confider  the  charader 

ot  a  llncer egofpel  repentance,  though  fuch  legal  ter¬ 
rors  may  lead  to  nS  exercife,  they  do  not  belong  to 
its  nature  ;  nor  are  they  any  part  of  its  defcription. 

Sin,  itfelf,  becomes  the  greateft  burthen  and 
a ■'eihon  10  a  truly  penitent  foul — I  hate,  lays  the 

plalm'it,  every  falfe -way  0  welched  man  that  I 
am  fays  the  apoitle,  who  flail  deliver  me  from  the 
oody  of  this  death  ! — Thus  the  penitent  groans  be¬ 
ing  burdened  ;  not  for  fear  of  hell,  fuch  fear  being 
no  part  of  a  true  repentance,  though  it  mav  fome- 
ti  rues  accompany  a  lincere  and  godly  forrovv  for  fin. 
twit  this  iorrow  arifes  from  an  affeding,  humbling 
mourning  fenfe  of  fin,  from  a  view  of  the  fin  of  na- 
lure,  with  the  hardnrfs  ot  the  heart,  and  ttniverfal 
depravity  ot  the  aifediuns  which  flow  from  it  ;  and 
from  a  view  of  the  numerous  tins  of  pradice,  with 
their  fpectal  aggravations,  j  his  is  the  grief,  this 
the  d litre fs  of  a  repenting  firmer — It  is  ncceffary 
from  the  nature  of  a  true  repentance,  that  it  mult 
nave  relped both  to  the  fin  of  nature  and  prad;ce  ; 
though  both  of  thefe  are  not  at  all  times  adualK  in 
the  mind  ;  and  particularly  thought  of,  and  monrn- 
cc  01  by  the  iepenting  finner. —  I  he  language  of 


a  true  repentance  is  fuch  as  that.  1  acknowledge 
my  iranfgr  efforts  ;  and  my  fin  is  ever  before  me— 
'Mine  iniquities  are  gone  over  mine  head ,  as' an  heavy 
burthen ,  they  are  too  heavy  for  me.  Deliver  me  from 
all  my  trknfgrefforis .  Let  not  my : Jins  have  rhrwn- 
i mover  me*  Innumerable  evils  have  comma  dhd  ve 
about,  mine  iniquities  have  taken  hold  upon  me,  /| 
that  J  am  not  able  to  look  up  :  they  are  more  then  the 
hairs  of  mine  head ;  therefore  ray  heart  faileih  me. 
Be  pie  a  fed,  0  Lord,  to  deliver  me  :  0  Lord  nose  h,  ,\f<? 
to  help  me. — As  the  true  penitent  long  .  for  more 
and  more  victory  over  his  corruptions,  fo  is  he  mod 
watchful,  prayerful,  and  in  earned:  to  mortify  hi* 
lulls  ;  and  to  cut  off  all  fupplies  of  fin.  He  mourns 
lor  all,  he  hates  all  his  lulls  ;  and  is  willing  to  fpare 
none,  no  not  fo  much  as  a  right  hand,  or  a  right 
eye— —As  there  is  nothing  fo  grievous  to  him  as 
fin,  fo  mere  is  nothing  which  he  fo  earned ly  de- 
fires  and  purfues,  as  a  nearer  approach  to  that  bief- 
ied  itQte-  where  nothing  can  enter  which  defile tk  or 
wo ; •  h cth  ahominati e n. 

Idei  c.  you  fee  an  apparent  difference,  between 
osing  ilruck  with  tear,  refrained  by  terror,  and 
driven  from  a  courfe  of  finning  by  the  lathes  of  an 
awakened  conscience  between  this,  I  fay,  and  loath¬ 
ing  ourfelves  in  our  own  light,  for  all  our  iniqui¬ 
ties  and  aoominations,  with  a  groaning  after  grace 
and  ilrengtb  to  conquer  and  mortify  our  corrup¬ 
tions,  and  be  free  from  the  empire  of  fin.  That  is 
merely  the  fruit  of  felf-love,  which  prompts  the 
ioul  to  fy  from  danger.  This  is  the  exercife  of 
a  vital  principle,  which  feparates  the  foul  from 

lin  and  engages  the  whole  man  in  a  continued  op- 

poiition  again  11  it.  1 

2-  A  legal  repentance  flows  from  unbelief:  But 
m  evangelical  repentance  is  always  the  fruit  and 
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1  have  /hewn  yo 
-  tiy ,  that  a  legal  repentance  is  effected  by  fear 

,  aPP«henl10ns  of  hell  and  damnation.  An, 
whence  is  this  amazing  and  diflrafting  fear  and  ter 

hr f  t Ialnrn th/r 8°(pel  Provided  a  glorious  re 
licffor.uchdiftreffes  ;  and  opened  a  blefTed  dooi 

of  hope  for  the  greateft  fmners  ?  Is  not  pardoi 
and  fa.vaiion  freely  offered  to  all,  that  will  ac 
cept  a  blefled  Saviour  and  his  faring  benefits'?  L 
not  the  blood  of  Chrift  fufficient  to  cleanfe  from  al 
has,  however  circurnftanced,  asd  however  aeora- 
va ted  they  may  be  ?  Why  then  do  they  not  cheer, 
lully  fly  tor  refuge  to  his  hope  fet  before  them  ?— 
Alas,  they  can  lee  no  fafety  in  it  !  The  law  of  God 
chahenges  their  obedience ;  and  condemns  their 
cnfobeoience.  Confidence  joins  in,  both  with  the 
precept  and  fentence  of  the  law  :  and  thence  their 
only  refuge  is  refolutions,  reformations,  duties,  ne. 
nance,  01  feme  fuch  felf-righteous  methods  to  paci. 
fy  God’s  juftice,  to  quiet  their  confciences  ;  and  to 
lay  a  foundation  of  future  hope. — The  defed:  of 
then  endeavors  and  attainments,  creates  new  ter¬ 
rors.  _  Their  terrors  excite  new  endeavors.  And 
thus  they  go  on  without  attaining  the  law  of  right, 
e oufnefs  ;  becaufe  they  feck  it  not  of faith  *•  but  as  it 
were  by  the  works  of  the  law — They  may,  it  is  true, 
have  fome  refpeft  to  Chrift,  in  this  their  legal  pro* 
grefs.  They  may  hope,  that  God  will  accept  them 
ioi  Chi  1  ft  s  fake*  1  hry  may  the  his  name  in  their 
prayers  for  pardon,  while  they  ciaie  not  depend  up¬ 
on  the  merits  of  his  blood,  for  the  remifficn  of  their 
fins  and  a  freedom  from  condemnation.  And  what 
is  all  this,  but  a  fecret  hope,  that  the  redemption  of 
Chrift  will  add  fuch  merit  to  their  frights  and  fears, 
reformations  and  duties,  as  to  make  them  effeftual 
to  atone  for  their  fins;  and  purchafe  the  favor  of 
God? — So  that  all  their  penitential  Ihows  and  apf 
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pcarance*  are  nothing  but  the  workings  of  un¬ 
belief. 

Let  us  now  take  a  view  of  an  evangelical  repen. 
tance  ;  and  we  fhall  find  the  characters  of  it  direct¬ 
ly  repugnant  to  what  has  been  confidered.  This 
tnufl:  always  be  the  confequence  of  a  faving  faith  ; 
and  can  never  go  before  it — The  (inner  mull  have 
a  realizing  apprehenfion  of  the  purity  and  holinefs 
3-f  the  Divine  nature,  before  he  can  loathe  and  hate 
his  fins,  on  the  account  of  their  contrariety  to  God. 
— He  mu  ft  have  a  feeling  fenie,  that  there  is  par¬ 
doning  mercy  with  God  for  tinners,  before  he  can 
with  courage  and  fincerity  apply  for  forgivenefs  to  a 
uft  arid  holy  God.— He  mutt  have  a  believing  dif- 
:overy  of  the  way  in  which  God  is  acceiTible  by  fin. 
mrs,  before  he  can  have  accefs  with  boldnefs  to  the 
drone  of  grace.  Me  muff  fee  and  feel,  that"  there  is 
aiety  in  venturing  a  guilty  foul  in  the  hands  of 
thrift  and  no  where  elfe,  before  he  can  look  to  his 
>lood  for  cleanfmg  from  guilt  ;  and  to  his  grace  and 
irength  for  victory  over  his  corruptions.  He  mud  be 
mited  to  ChrdVc/j  a  branch  to  the  vine,  before  he  can 

ming  forth  fruit  meet  for  repentance _ Without 

his  he  may  be  driven  into  ciefpondijig  fears  and  to 
egal  attempts  forfafety  :  but  he  cannot  fly  for  re- 

age,  to  lay  bold  on  the  hope  Jet  before  him. _ The 

rue  penitent  therefore  approaches  God’s  prefence 
vith  a  deep  im predion  cf  his  guilt,  and  unworthii 
refs  ;  and  of  his  juft  defe-rt  of  an  eternal  reje&ion 
rom  God.  But  then  he  comes  before  a  mercy. feat, 
i  hough  he  is  forced  to  acknowledge  that  if  God 
hould  mark  iniquity,  he  could  not  hand  before  Imn  . 
le  yet  remembers,  that  with  God  there  is  fbrrfoel 
yrs  that  he  may  be  feared  ;  and  that  with  him  \ then 
tplnteous  redemption — -The  true  penitent  looks  ro 
he  blood  of  Chriu,  as  what  alone  can  doanfe  away 
iis  numerous  and  aggravated  fms ;  and  from  thence 
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ike  fhovj 
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^k;;  encouragement,  to  mourn  out  the  Pfafnt- 
V  "  U '¥'*»*  thoroughly  from  mine  iniquu 

ay‘,  fS,,w/row w/*-  p“w  ™th tyf, 

\f/y  f&jh  me,  and  I  pj  all  hew  hi - 
This  is  the  profpeft,  which  both 
,  ,  •  y  gorates  his  cries  for  mercy; 

'•••-  emitters  uis  fins  ro  him  ;  and  which  makes 

;;:;!V°nn  t:<T  n'9-  VldrhnZ  for  d^veranc  e  from 
*  f!ii  ^od  lnfillire!y  merciful  and  ready 

to  *orgive  -  fays  tne  penitent  fool)  and  have  I  been 
10  oaleiy  ungrateful,  as  to  fin  aguinft  fuch  aftonifliing 
goodnefs,  to  affront  and  abide  fuch  mercy  and 

iove  !  — Is  hn  f0  hateful  to  God,  that  he  has  fa  fe- 

verelyptmifeed  it  in  the  perfon  of  his  own  dear  Son 
how  V5lch  how  polluted  and  abominable  mu  ft  I  then 
appear,  in  the  eyes  of  his  holinefs  and  juftice,  that 
am  nothing  but  defilement  and  guilt  ;  from  the 
crown  of  my  head  to  the  foies  of  my  feet,  nothing 

but  wounds,  and  bridles,  and  putrifying  fores  ! _ 

Has  the  [defied  Saviour  fufFered  his  Father^  wrath 
ior  my  fins  !  Have  they  nailed  him  to  the  crofs ; 
and  brought  him  under  the  agonies  of  an  accurfed 
death  ;  and  fhall  I  be  ever  reconciled  to  my  ] ufts 
any  more  ;  and  go  on  to  crucify  the  Son  of  God 
afrefh  I  — Is  there  pardoning  mercy  to  be  had,  and 
fhall  I  (light  the  blood  of  Chrift,  fet  light  by  the 

gracious  offer,  and  peri/h  in  fight  of  a  Saviour  ! _ 

May  I  obtain  ftrength  from  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
for  the  victory  and  dominion  over  my  corruptions  ; 
and  fhall  I  not  both  refolve  in  his  ftrength  againft 
them,  and  lie  at  his  foot,  that  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of 
Hfe ,  In  Chrift  Jefus ,  may  make  me  free  from  the  law 
of  fin  rind  death  ! — Have  I  di (honoured  God  fo  much 
already  .'loaded  my  precious  Saviour  with  fo  many 
horrible  indignities  ;  and  brought  fuch  a  weight  of 
guilt  upon  myfelf ;  and  is  it  not  now  hiorh  time  to 
bid  art  utter  defiance  to  my  tiioft  darling  lulls,  the 
greatett  enemies  to  Cod  and  my  own  foul?”  Such 


ns  this  is  the  language  of  a  gofpel-repentance.  And 
though  there  may  be  a  fincere  repentance  without 
full  evidence  of  an  intereft  in  Chrifl,  there  can  be 
none  without  a  believing  view  of  the  infinite  merit  ot 
his  blood  ;  and  the  fafety  of  bringing  a  guilty  foul 
to  that  fountain  for  pardon  and  cleanling,  as  I  will 
endeavour  to  Ihew  you  more  particularly. 

You  cannot  but  fee  the  great  diftin&Ion  and 
even  contrariety,  between  a  guilty  flight  of  foul 
from  God,  like  Adam  after  his  fall  ;  and  a  humbling 
felf-condemning  flight  to  God’s  pardoning  mercy, 
like  the  prodigal  when  returning  to  his  Father’s 
houfe  : — Between  legal,  flavilli  i elf- right  confine fs 
endeavours  to  atone  for  our  fins,  and  make  our 
peace  with  God  ;  and  repairing  only  to  the  blood  of 
Chrifl;  for  cleanflng  from  all  our  fins  :  —  Between 
mourning  for  our  guilt  and  danger;  and  mournino* 
for  our  (ins,  as  they  are  againfl  God,  againfl  a  pret 
cious  Saviour,  againfl:  infinite  mercy  and  love  :  and 
in  a  word,  between  attempting  a  new  life  by  the 
flrength  of  our  own  refiolutions  and  endeavours  • 
and  looking  only  to  the  mercy  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrifl  for  grace  and  flrength,  as  pardon  and  free- 
dom  againfl  condemnation. 

3.  A  legal  repentance  flows  from  an  averfathn  to 
God  and  his  holy  law  :  But  an  evangelical  repent¬ 
ance  from  love  to  both,.  The  diflrefs,  the  terror 
and  amazement,  that  awakened  Tinners  are  under 
aril es  from  their  dreadful  apprehenlions  of  God* 
and  his  terrible  juflice.  They  know  that  they 
have  greatly  provoked  him,  and  are  afraid  of  his 
wrath  ;  and  therefore  want  fome  covert,  where 
they  may  hide  themfelves  from  his  prefence.— 
They  might  before,  perhaps,  have  fome  pleating; 
apple  hen  (ions  of  God,  while  they  confidered  him  a$ 
being  all  mercy  without  juflice  ;  and  while  they 
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--OU.J  hope  tor  pardon,  and  yetlive  in  their  fins  - 
Lin  now,  they  have  fome  fenfe  of  his  holinefs  anc 
ju.lice,  he  appears  an  infinite  enemy.;  and  there 
toie  molt  terrible  to  their  fouls.  They  are  ccn 
luauig  indeed  fume  way  to  be  at  peace  with  him  ! 

tlieir11  delSuV Pe  ^ £°,ntroverfy  will  ilTue  in 
1  ‘Lfnua.on.  i  hey  refolve  upon  new  obedi. 

ence,  from  the  fame  motives  that  flaves  obey  their 
evete  tyrannical  mailers;  while  the  rule  of  their 
obedience  is  directly  contrary  to  the  bent,  bias,  and 
cnl  pm  it  i  on  of  their  fouls— Were  the  penalty  of  the 
,  v  t<,lst'n  away,  their  averfation  to  it  would  quick¬ 
ly  appear,  and  they  would  foon  embrace  their  be- 

:0Ved  1.ulfs>  ™’,th  ,the  <’ame  pleafure  and  delight  as 
formerly.  1  his  is  frequently  exemplified  in  thofe 

"  10  vvear  Gli  their  con  visions  and  reformations  to’- 
ether,  and  notwiihllandirig  all  their  former  reli¬ 
gious  appearances,  difcover  the  alienation  of  their 
hearts  to  'Jod  and  his  laws,  by  their  (infill  and 
leihual  lives  ;  and  as  the  apoftle  exprefTeth  it, 
fiic-.v  themlelves  maims  in  their  minds,  by  their -snick- 

til  'IVQt  fiSt 

But  on  the  contrary,  the  fincere  gofpcl-pemtent. 
Ices  an  admirable  beauty  and  excellency  in  a  life  of 
holinefs  ;  and  therefore  groans  after  higher  attain¬ 
ment®  in  it.  He  is  fenlible  how  much  he  has  trail  f- 
g.^efied  the  law  of  God,  how  very  far  he  is  departed 
from  the  purity  and  holinefs  of  the  Divine  nature. 

*  ^  ^he  burden  ol  his  loul.  Hence  it  is,  that 

he  walks  in  heavinefs  ;  and  waters  his  couch*  with 
his  tears.  Me  mourns,  nor- becaufe  the  law  is  fo 
ilnTr,  or  the  penalty  fo  fevere  ;  for  he  efteems  the 
Ltjj  to  be  holy  ;  and  the  commandment  holy,  juft  and 
good :  But  he  mourns,  that  though  the  law  befpir - 
tilted ,  hf  is  cat  nal , J old  under  jin. — lie  mourns,  that 
jjis  nature  is  to  contrary  to  Cxod,  that  this  practice  is 
fo  contrary  to  liis  will  •  and  that  he  can  make  no 


better  progrefs  in  mortifying  the  deeds  of  the  fiefh, 
in  regulating  his  affe&ions,  appetites,  and  paffions, 
and  in  living  to  God.  So  that  with  the  mind  he  him - 
felfferves  the  law  of  God \  though  in  much  imper¬ 
fection  ;  and  though  by  reafon  of  his  remaining 
carnality,  he  is  forced  to  acknowledge  and  lament, 
that  with  the  fiejh  he  ferves  the  law  of  fin.  The 
true  penitent  is  breathing  with  the  fame  earneftnefs 
after  fanClification,  as  after  freedom  from  wrath.— 
He  does  not  want  to  have  the  law  bend  to  his  cor¬ 
ruptions  :  but  to  have  his  heart  and  life  fully  fub- 
je&ed  to  the  law'  and  will  of  God.  i  here  is  no¬ 
thing  he  fo  much  defires,  befides  an  intcrell  in 
Chriil  and  the  favor  of  God,  as  a  freedom  from 
fin,  a  proficiency  in  faith  and  holinefs  ;  and  a  life  of 
communion  and  fellow  fhip  with  God.  “  Oh,”  fays 
the  penitent  believer,  “  what  a  wicked  heart  have 
I,  that  is  fo  eflranged  from  the  holy  nature  of  God  ; 
and  from  his  righteous  law  !  What  a  guilty  wretch 
have  I  been,  who  have  walked  fo  contrary  to  the 
glorious  God,  have  trampled  upon  his  excellent 
perfections,  violated  his  holy  law,  and  made  fo  near 
an  approach  even  to  the  nature  of  the  devil  !  O 
for  the  cleanfing  efficacy  of  the  blood  of  Chrift  ;  and 
the  renewing  influences  of  his  holy  Spirit,  to  puri¬ 
fy  this  fink  of  pollution  ;  and  tofan&ify  thefe  depra¬ 
ved  affections  of  my  foul  !  Create  in  me  a  clean  heart , 
G  God,  and  renew  a  right  fpirit  within  met  Let  this 
feparating  wall  betw  een  God  and  my  foul  be  broken 
down  !  Let  me  be  a  partaker  of  the  divine  nature  ; 
and  be  brought  near  to  God,  whatever  elfe  be  de¬ 
nied  me  !  0  that  my  ways  were  directed ,  that  I  might 
keep  thy  fiatutes  /  0  let  me  not  wander  from  thy  com¬ 
mandments  :  but  deal  bountifully  with  thy  fervant , 
that  1  may  live  and  keep  thy  word.”  Such  as  thefe 
are  the  afpirations  of  a  (incere  repentance.  A 
language  which  flows  from  a. true  love  to  God  and 
his  law  ;  and  an  earneit  defire  of  conformity  to 
both. 
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But  you  will  enquire  pirbsps,  is  there  no  differ 

r  brJ'een  rePe|itance  and  love  to  God  >  4re  no.- 

Sraces  of  th^  Spirit;  and  I  uve  they 
not  tnnr  difFsrent  exercifes  and  operations  >  I 

bu?rhYeSi;  Ch^  3re  lTUiy  dil‘Fi:reiit  anddiftinft" 

ciou  fo  >|J  WA  ’S  5a7  *  j°mt,  eXerciIe’  «  3  truly  gra-' 
cious  foul.  As  faith  is  truly  diftindt  from  re  pen 

,  'Ue  ;  a"d  >'e£  eveiT  child  of  God  is  a  pemtent  be 
hev,ev  :  fo.lsu!^  likewife  diftinft  from  repentance  i 

other Ct  W1'  °f  thelr.Sl:aces  can  exitt  wfchout  the 

madXtefulT  y  ‘°Ve  °od’  unIe,'s  «>«r  <*". 
re  mad.  baleful  to  us  in  repentance.  We  cannot 

iineere.y  turn  to  God,  until  we  value  his  favour;  and 

ta*.  piealure  in  a  conformity  to  his  will.  As  thefe 

f  !  t..ereiore  are  joint  productions  of  the  blelTed 

fpint  in  our  regeneration,  fo  they  are  joint  compt 

n  'ne  cxere,fe  of  the  ‘divine  love.  From^his 
it  fie  chon  you  may  fee  the  reafon  why  fome  of  the 

fame  tnings  neceffarily  occur  in  this  difeourfe  of  re 
pentance,  which  you  met  with  in  my  laft  letter' 

fahhl  U  d‘UI"S  Up°n  the  difference  of  a  true  and  falfe 
By  thefe  hints,  you  may  plainly  fee  the  very  (treat 

" -S.  !’C'“TY ':;d » 

,  *  r  0he  j°°^s  uPon  with  dread,  terror 

t"nceVf  •  U,1-,  Thc  0tiier  hi*  dif- 

tancc  ft  om  him  ;  and  longs  to  he  more  transformed 

into  h.s  image  and  likenefs.  The  one  (1,11  loves  his 

ms  in  his  heart,  thougn  he  mourns  that  there  is  a 

law  topunift  them,  idle  other  hates  all  his  fins 

without  re/erve  ;  arid  groans  under  the  burden  of 
hem  ;  becaule  they  are  contrary  to  God  and  his 
holy  law.  The  obedience  of  the  one  is  by  mere 
confframr.  t  ne  m, perfections  of  the  other  are  mat¬ 
ter  of  continual  grief ;  and  he  is  confWly  longing 
and  driving  af  t  r  greater  degrees  of  grace  and  ho- 
Jinels.  1  he  one  can  find  no  inward  and  abiding 
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complacency  in  the  fervice  of  God.  ]  he  other  runs 
the  ways  of  his  commandments  with  delight  ;  and 
takes  more  plealure  in  obedience,  man  in  any  thing 
eife. 

4*  A.  legal  repentance  ordinarily  flows  from  dtf* 
couragement  and  despondency  >  bur  an  evangelical  re* 
pemance,  from  encouraging  hope .  I  have  already 
con  fide  red,  how  a  legal  repentance  is  exerted  and 
maintained  by  fetters  of  conscience  ;  and  fearful  ap- 
prehenfions  of  the  wrath  of  God.  Some  indeed  by 
their  external  reformations  paiefy  their  c'onlciences, 
get  fettled  upon  their  lees,  and  cry  out  peace  to 
their  fouls ;  and  To  their  repentance  and  difeourage- 
ments  both  come  to  an  end.  But  whillt  their  con¬ 
cern  continues,  their  defponding  fears  are  the  very 
life  of  it. — Their  fins,  both  for  number  and  nature, 
appear  dreadful  |to  their  affrighted  confidences,  as 
they  frequently  violate  their  purpofes  and  promdes 
of  new  obedience.  They  are  therefore  afraid,  that 
God  will  never  pardon  and  accept  fuch  rebels  as 
they  have  been  ;  and  though  they  dare  not  neglect 
duty,  they  come  with  horror  into  the  prefence  of 
God,  as  an  inexorable  judge  ;  and  nothing  to  keep 
their  fouls  from  (inking  into  defpair,  but  their  good 
defigns  and  endeavours,  which  yet  are  too  defective 
to  give  them  comfortable  hope.  And  what  is  all 
this,  but  a  moll  ungrateful  undervaluing  the  blood 
of  Chrift,  limiting  the  goodnefs  and  mercy  of  God  ; 
and  an  implicit  denying  the  truth  ot  the  whole  goi- 
pel  of  God  our  Saviour  ?  Thus  they  are  flying  from 
the  mercy  ©f  God,  while  they  pretend  to  fly  to  it. 
But  I  need  not  enlarge  on  this  head,  it  being  near 
of  kin  to  what  w  as  obferved  under  the  laid. 

I  proceed,  therefore,  to  fhew  on  the  other  hand, 
that  though  the  true  gofpel-penitent  may  have  a  deep¬ 
er  impreliion  of  the  greatefl  and  atrocious  nature  of 
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?U,LIt'  tha"  even  the  aw;)kened,  terrified 
Da'ir,-1  1  hVnfe  yet  he  dares  not  yield  to  any  def- 

doorof  ho°U.ghtS  ,°f<  G0t!’S  n,TCy‘  Faith  °Pens  the 
as  I  h  ^  \  an<^  therefore  the  door  of  repentance, 

Cofni  n!  °rbferVed  b6f0re*  T™e  “  is,  that  the 

doX  'PeT  ent  mly  meet  with  mmY  difcouraging 
«  lot,  a,,d  fe3rs  t  hat  thefe  are  his  infirmity,' not 

h  /,^en  T|Ce'~Tt'e  aP°ft,e  telh  US;  we  *r'fa>td 
rv  or  Th at  Is  what  glves  !lfe  and  affiviry  to  eve. 

}  R-ice  ;  and  to  repentance  in  particular,  as  I  have 
had  occafion  to  hint  before.  And  it  is  y’et  needful 
°  °bferv®  ^rther,  that  tho’  a  fear  and  jealonfy  0f 
c^r  own  Itncerity  may  be  confident  with  a  true^e- 
pen  ance  ;  and  perhaps  fometimes  ferves  to  further 
ks  progrefs  .  yet  ail  doubts  of  the  faithfuinefs  of 
£olPeJ-pi*omiie4,  or  the  emetilivenefs  of  the 

lfhrSmuICy’  °r  °Pr  exemption  from  the  gofpel- 
j  5  ,‘ij:  apprehentiom  of  our  not  beino-  elecled  • 

Z:V.krjUnrd  awaythe  ,Jav  of  grace  ;  or  of 
la^n.g  finned  againA  the  lioiy  Ghoft  :  ail  ima- 

gmanons  that  our  fins  are  fo  circumftanced,  as  not 

VaWf!t  O’  Pardoning  mercy,  or  the  like;  thefe  are 

.  al/  deftrnflive  of,  or  inconfilfent  with,  the  aft- 

!."£*  of  a  true  repentance.  A  ftneere  penitent  looks 

-  c  r  the  mgheft  mountains,  which  are  railed  before 

by  the  greatnefs  of  his  fins,  his  own  mifgivim-r 

heart,  or  the  temptations  of  Satan,  into  an  ocean  of 

uuimte  goodnef*  and  mercy.  Thither  he  will  Hv  ■ 

and  there  he  will  hope,  let  his  cafe  appear-ever'fo 

•  at  : ;  and  though  every  thing  feems  to  make  a- 

tAr*d  the  more  lively  and  comfortable 
his  hope  15,  the  more  he  is  humbled  and  abafed  for 
’if  uis;  and  the  more  vigorous  are  his  endeavours 
after  life  of  new  obedience.  As  repentance  is  a  ha- 
treu  of,  and  feparation  from  ail  (in  without  referve 
it  mu, t  certainly  be  a  flight  from,  and  an  abhorrence 

o  unbelief  and  defpair,  the  greateft  of  all  fins.  And 

t  H'  'urthcr  the  foul  flies  from  thefe,  the  more  it  is 
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conformed  to  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  ;  and  the  more  is 
it  in  the  way  of  mercy,  it  is  not,  therefore,  fuffi- 
clent,  for  the  fincere  penitent  to  be  fcnfible  that 
God  is  infinitely  gracious  ;  and  that  the  blood  of 
Chrift  is  infinitely  meritorious;  and  that  there  is 
forgivenefs  with  God  for  the  greateft  Tinners,  if  he 
{fill  maintains  fome  referve  in  his  mind,  with  refhect 
to  his  own  cafe.  But  he  muft  be  likewife  perfuadcd, 
that  he  either  already  hath,  or  that  he  may  obtain  a 
perfonal  intereft  in  this  redeeming  pardoning  mercy, 
in  order  to  his  approaching  to  God  as  a  Father  ;  and 
in  order  to  his  being  in  love  with  the  ways  of  God  ; 
and  to  his  fervinghim  with  cheerfulnefs  and  delight. 
This  is  not  the  only  necefTary,  injorder  to  the  firft  ex* 
ercife  of  a  true  repentance  :  but  the  fincere  Chriftian 
will  always  find,  that  by  whatever  darknefs,  difficul¬ 
ty,  or  temptation,  he  is  brought  into  a  really  difeou- 
raged  defponding  frame,  he  is  thereby  rendered  fo 
much  the  more  incapable  of  godly  forrow  for  fin,  or 
delighting  in  God,  or  of  a  fpiritual  performance  of 
any  duty  of  religion.  We  may  be  jealous  and  dif- 
trultful  of  ourfelves  :  but  we  muft  not  defpond  andjbe 
jealous  of  God,  if  we  would  maintain  the  exercife 
of  any  faving  grace. ^ “  I  confefs  (fays  the  truly  pe¬ 
nitent  foul)  that  my  fins  are  like  the  ftars  of  the  fir¬ 
mament,  and  like  the  fand  on  the  lea  fhore,  for  mul¬ 
titude  ;  that  they  are  of  a  fcarlet  and  crimfon  dye  ; 
&that  it  is  of  the  infinite  patience  of  God,  that  fuch  a 
guilty  wretch  is  out  of  hell  :  But  yet  as  great,  as 
dreadfully  aggravated  as  my  fins  may  be,  the  me¬ 
rit  of  a  Redeemer’s  blood  is  fufticient  to  atone 
for  them  all  ;  and  infinite  mercy  is  ft  ill  greater 
than  my  greateft  fins. — Though  my  iniquities  have 
abounded,  God  has  encouraged  me  to  hope,  that  hit 
grace  flail  abound  much  more ,  to  the  returning  {in¬ 
ner.  It  muft  be  aftonifhing  mercy,  indeed,  if  I  am 
faved  :  but  luch  mercy  is  offered  in  the  gofpel  ; 
and  bldfed  be  God,  I  am  not  excluded  from  that 
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°fer,~7  hough  I  have  naturally  no  pow 

f  ere  ,Wr  ter£?*  Up0n  which  P^tionim 

'•  ncy  is  -e  befc”-e  me  :  'Yet  the  gofoe)  provides 
remedy  m  t.tat  cafe  alfo  ;  and  I  am  encouraged  t( 
1111  l"?  tac  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  for  all  funplies  o- 
grace.— 1  wdl  therefore  cart  my  guilty  foul  at  the 
jootirool  01  a  fovereign  God,  and  rely  on  infinite 
nu  rcy  tnrough  a  Redeemer.  I  will  depend  upon 
the  blooc  of  Chrift,  which  cleanfeth  from  all  fm;  ] 
will  conftantly  repair  to  his  fulnefs,  that  from  thence 
1  may  receive,  even  grace  for  grace  ;  and  in  that 
way ,  wul  nope  tor  the  bleffed  fentence  from  his 
gracious  mouth,  thy  Jins  vMch  be  many  are  foremen 
i/jfif.— Oiiow  will  mercy  triumph  over  Inch  fins  as 
mme  !  How  great  glory  will  God  bring  to  the  rich- 
cs  01  h’s  »'m>'.te  grace  in  the  falvation  ofluch  a  fin- 
net  as  I,  ii  ever  1  am  faved  !  How  will  heaven  ring 
v.ult  eternal  hallelujahs  on  uiy  account ! — Sureiv 

1  have  finned  fnouKh  Steady.  Let  me  no  more 

amj  to  the  number  and  guilt  of  my  fins,  by  difrrutt 
or  Got;  s  mercy,  or  by  doubting  the  faithfulnefs  of 
his  invitations  and  promites — Whether  I  have  al¬ 
ready  obtained  a  faving  intereft  in  Chrift  or  not  I 
am  relolved  to  hope  in  his  mercy  ;  and  to  lye  at  his 
feet,  whatever  the  i^^uebe.,, 


So  great  is  the  difference  between  a  legal  and  an 
evangelical  repentance  ;  as  great  as  between  def- 
ponding  fear  and  encouraging  hope,  as  between  be¬ 
ing  affrighted  by  a  fight  of  our  fins,  into  an  incapa¬ 
city  to  truft  God,  or  ferve  him  with  delight,  and  be¬ 
ing  allured  by  his  infinite  mercy  to  feek  his  favour, 
expert  forgivenefs  through  the  blood  of  his  foil  • 
and  to  ferve  him  with  the  difpofition  of  children.  * 

5.  A  legal  repentance  is  temporary  ;  wearing  off 
with  the  convictions  of  confcience,  which  occafion 
it :  but  an  evangelical  repentance  is  the  daily  excr- 
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fife  of  the  true  Chrifiian.  We  have  too  fad  and 
numerous  infiances  of  fuch,  who  will  for  a  while  ap¬ 
pear  under  the  greatefi  remorfe  for  their  fins;  and 
yet  quickly  wear  off  all  their  imprefiions,  and  return 
tothefame  courfe  of  impiety  and  fenfuality,  which 
occafioned  their  difirefs  and  terror  ;  and  thereby 
declare  to  the  world,  that  their  goodnefs,  like 
Ephraim’  s,  was  but  ci  morning  cloud  and  cm  curly 
dew.  And  befides  thefie,  there  feem  to  be  fome 
who  quiet  their  confidences,  and  fpeak  peace  to  their 
fouls,  from  their  having  been  in  difirefs  and  terror 
for  their  fins,  from  their  reformation  of  fome  gr of¬ 
fer  immoralities,  and  from  a  formal  courfe  of  duty. 
They  have  repented,  they  think,  and  therefore 
conclude  theiplelves  at  peace  with  God  ;  and  feem 
to  have  no  great  care  or  concern  about,  either  their 

former  impieties,  or  their  daily  tranfgrefiions _ 

They  conclude  themfeives  in  a  converted  fiats  ; 
and  are  therefore  eafy,  carelefs,  and  fecuref  Thefe 
may  mink  and  perhaps  fpeak  loftily  of  their  experi¬ 
ences,  tney  may  be  blown  up  with  joyful  apprehen- 
fions  of  their  fate  fiate  :  but  have  no  imprefiions  of 
their  fins,  no  mourning  alter  pardon,  no  groaning 
undei  the  burden  of  a  wicked  heart,  imperfetfi  du¬ 
ties,  and  renewed  provocations  againfi  God.  I  fear, 
we  have  ttoo  many  luch  in  theprefent  times,  who  will 
go  on  flattering  themfeives  in  their  own  eyes ,  until  their 
iniquities  are  found  hatefuL  —  1  might  add,  there  are 
man>  that,  while  under  the  (linos  of  an  awakened 
confeience,  will  be  driven  to  maintain  a  foienrn 
watch  over  their  hearts  and  lives,  to  be  afraid  of 
every  fin,  to  be  conlcientioufiy  careful  to  attend 
eveiy  known  outy,  and  to  be  ferious  and  earneit  in 
the  performance  of  it.  Now,  by  this  imaginary  pro- 
grels  in  religion  they  gradually  wear  off' their  con- 
vichons,  and  get  from  under  the  terrors  of  the  law  ; 
and  then  taeir  watchfulnefs  and  tendernefs  of  con- 
icience  are  forgot  :  they  attend  their  duties  in  a 


[•  146  J 

ofrt5  n;S\fWi,h  3  trifling-  remif,  frame 
i-  ' ’  Wl!e  the  g^at  concerns  of  an  un 

mind  "?  „VVwld  are  but  little  in  their 

cold  fV.  3  tbt'r  rebgl0n  is  reduced  to  a  mere 
ma],ry*  ^  hey  Ml  maintain  the  form  •  hut 
fe  utreonceroed  about  the  power  of  godlinefs.’  J„ 

,Lg’p  m;ln,Ier>  a  'egtil  repentance  always  leaves 

■  '  r°lu  (hcrc  of  a  fanftiiyng  faving  change. 

t1n-ni.’?i°?er  h3-d’-  1  f:l^inK  wg'l'cal  repen* 
Mr  "  ,  ‘ailing  principle  of  humble,  felf-abafing 

..  f-c.ndemnmg  mourning  for,  and  abhorrence  of 

h”, ,ht\  ‘'n'r  hiChT’’e  Penltent  ‘^covers,  both  in  his 
.  yaw  arm  hit.— 1  he  true  penitent  does  not  forget 

h.s  pa..,  (ins ;  and  grow  cartel's  and  unconcerned 

ftiVrcei!rr’  T  “  he,°btains  P«ce  in  his  con- 
V-  ,  -t  rom forcing  hope  that  he  is  reconciled 

r°  but  lhe  clearer  evidences  he  obtains  of  the 

ci  vine  favour,  the  more  does  he  loathe  abhor  and 

condemn  him fe If  for  his  fins,  the  more  vile  does  hi 
appear  in  his  own  eyes  ;  and  the  more  aggravated 

Stm  f°  ?*”"  f“‘  .hemfel,.; 

3  him.  A  fe.nie  of  pardoning  mercv  makes  PanI 

'SA10h:D:lf  tbechhf  ./inner  s,  andfpeak  of 

*-r  e?hi‘l  a  x  0f  ho.pe’  ;o  ail  that  come 
...  er  I  an.  Hie  true  penitent  not  only  continues  to 

sbhor  b;mftif  c,n  account  of  his  part  guilt  and  dffile 

ment  :  hot  finds  daily  cnufeto  renew  his  repentance 

beio.  e  Co',..  Ke  finds  lo  much  deadnefs  formality 

and  hypocnfy  in  his  duties;  f„  much  carnali^ 
moi  dly-inmdednefs,  and  unbelief  in  his  heart  •  io 
..HKh  prevalence  of  his  finful  affedlions,  appetites, 

i'v  1  ;  ,:"’d,fo  many  foils  by  the  fin  that  eafily 

befetshim  ;  that  he  cannot  but  groan,  hew?  bur- 

/CJl7r  'V  ’'Jt  \  e  U\  d  t  nS  iabsrm,cle-  Repentance 
dicreloie  t*  the  daily  continued  exercife  of  the 

Chrifiia  i  indeed,  until  he  puts  off  mortality.  Me 

will  not  leave  oh  r.pentmg,  till  lie  leaves  off  finning  ; 
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which  is  not  attainable  on  this  fide  Heaven — u  Have 
I  .hope,  fays  the  penitent  foul,  that  God  has  par¬ 
doned  my  fins  ?  What  an  inftance  of  pardoning 
mercy  is  this!  How  adorable  is  that  wonderful 
grace,  which  has  pluckt  fuch  a  brand  out  of  the  fire  ! 
And  am  I  it  ill  daily  offending  again  ft  fuch  mercy 
and  love  !  Anl  I  flill  lo  formal,  lifelefs  and  hypocri¬ 
tical  !  Am  I  yet  doing  fo  little  for  him,  who  has 
done  fornuch  for  me  !  Ah  vile  (inful  heart  !  Ah  bafo 
ingratitude  to  fuch  amazing  goodnefs  !  Oh  for  more 
victory  over  my  corruptions ;  for  more  thankful nefs 
for  fuch  mercies  ;  for  more  fpirituality  and  heavenly 
mlndednefs!  How  often  have  I  been  mourning  my 
infirmities  ;  and  muif  I  yet  have  ca-ufe  to  mourn 
over  the  fame  defers  ?  How  often  purfuing  and  de- 
f: gniog  a  clofer  walk  with  God  ;  but  what  a  poor  pro¬ 
gress  do  I  yet  make,  favein  defines  and  endeavours? 
How  would  the  iniquities  of  my  belt  duties  feparat'e 
between  God  and  my  foul  forever,  had  I  not  the 
Redeemer’s  merit  to  plead  !  What  need  have  I, 
every  day,  to  have  this  polluted  foul  wailied  in  the 
blood  of  Chrifi: ;  and  to  repair  to  the  glorious  advo¬ 
cate  with  the  Father,  for  the  benefit  of  his  intercef- 
iion  !  Not  a  ftbp  can  I  take  in  my  fptritual  progrefs, 
without  frefh  fupplies  froin  the  fountain  of  grace 
and  ftrength  ;  and  yet  how  often  am  I  provoking 
him  to  withdraw  his  influences,  in  whom  is  all  rhy 
hope  and  confidence  !  0  wretched  man  that  1  am, 

who  /hall  deliver  me  from  this  body  of  death  /”  Thus 
the  true  penitent  goes  with  his  face  Zion -ward, 
mourning  as  he  goes.  And  thus  in  his  higheft  at¬ 
tainments  of  comfort  and  joy,  will  he  find  caufe  to 
be  deeply  humbled  before  God  ;  and  to  vv  re  file 
with  him  for  renewed  pardon  ;  and  new  fupplies  of 
ftrengthening  and  quickening  grace. 

The  difference  between  thefe  two  forts  of  peni¬ 
tents  is  very  apparent.-— There  is  the  fame  differ- 
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""*»<>.  founds  ,lTrire,C,Ton«  S"- 

gehcal  repentance  is  a  total  changeof  heart  and  lit r 
an d  unwerfal  turning  from  (in  to  God  -As  fot 
f>f 1  titular  more  grofs  iniquities  mo  ft  commonly  lead 

3VZ.2  hw.  i  ° , L m 

r  .&  ,.anc*  m  fin  cere  repentance  :  fo  a  re 

impreffion  °!  ^  ^  t0°  fre<5uent,y  "  «rs  off  the 
>rnp  emon,  and  gives  peace  and  reft  to  the  troubled 

confcence,  without  any  further  change.-Or  « 

rhh’t  \herA  W1  bf  r°'1le  d:,rIing  retained,  fome 
rolled  rf  °rrghc  eye  fPared>  fmne  Eweet  rnorfel 
afr  id  ^eiVhe  the  legal  penitent  be 

aid  of  the  Itns  of  roinmiffion,  he  may  Kill  live  in 

(hu;0:nif:°nfT  thC  Carde/S  P-'fonnance  of  known 
!uty.— Or  if  he  oe  more  forward  in  the  duties  of 
-rod  s  immediate  worllnp,  he  may  ftill  live  in  the 
a>  ts  or  tnjuft.ce,  ftrife,  and  llncharirablenefs  towards 
nen.— if  he  mows  fome  zeal  and  activity  in  the  fer- 
vice  or  God,  lie  will  yet,  perhaps,  have  his  heart 
•m-J  affections  inordinately  glewed  to  the  world  • 
•;mi  puri  ne  it  as  the  objeft  of  his  chief  defire  and  del 
iignt— -la  ne  make  confcience  of  all  open  acftual  fins 
>-e  yet'ntvis  regards  the  (ins  of  his  heart,  but  lives  in 
envy,  malice,  pride,  carnal-mindednefs,  unbelief* 
or  io,n mother  fueh  heart-defiling  fin. —To  fini/h  his 
i  hamtfler,  whatever  feeming  prog  refs  he  may  make 
1  religion,  Ins  heart  is  not  right  with  Cod  :  but  is 
ftill  going  after  his  idols,  ftill  eftranged  from  vital 
Chnftianity  and  the  power  of  godlinefs.  Like  E- 
■j  hr  aim,  he  is  as  a  sake  not  turned,  neither  bread  nor 
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Songli  ;  or  like  Laodicea,  lukewarm,  neither  hot  nor 
told~ 

If  we  proceed  to  view  the  characier  of  the  fin- 
sere  penitent,  it  is  directly  contrary  to  this — die 
Ends  indeed  (as  has  been  obferved)  continued  occa- 
[Ion.  to  lament  the  great  impel  feftions  of  his  heart 
Wildlife  ;  and  accordingly  feeks  renewed  pardon  and 
cleaning  in  the  blood  of  Chrift.  But  though  he 
has  not  already  attained ,  nor  is  already  perfect,  he 
is  yet  prejjing  towards  perfection*  He  is  yet  watch¬ 
ing,  driving  againd  all  his  corruptions  ;  yet  aiming 
at  and  endeavoring  after  further  conformity  to  God, 

in  all  holy  converiation  and  godlinefs _ He  is  never 

iatisfied  with  a  partial  reformation,'  with  external 
duty  ;  or  with  any  thing  fhort  of  a  life  of  vital  pie¬ 
ty*—- die  does  not  renounce  one  lull,  and  retain  ano¬ 
ther  ;  content  himfelf  with  firft table-duties,  in  the 
negleft;  of  the  fecond  ;  nor  quiet  himfelf  in  a  life 
of  mere  formal  godlinefs  ;  nor  can  he  red,  till  he 
rejoices  in  the  teftimony  of  his  confidence,  that  in  Jim* 
plicity  and  Godly  jincerity ,  not  with  fief  bly.  wif'dom ,  but 
by  the  grace  of  God  he  has  his  c-onverf ation  in  the 
world . — All  the  actings  of  his  mind,  as  well  as  his 
external  conduct,  fall  under  his  drifted  cognizance 
and  inlpeciion  ;  and  he  is  awfully  careful  to  approve 

himfelf  to  him,  who  knows  his  thoughts  afar  off _ His 

reformation  extends  not  only  to  the  devotions  of 
the  church,  but  of  his  family  and  clofet  ;  not  only 
to  his  converfation,  but  to  his  thoughts  and  a  dec. 
tions  ;  not  only  to  the  word  ip  of  God,  but  to  the 
duties  of  every  relation  he  fudains  among  men  5 
and  in  a  word,  his  repentance  produces  heavenly 
miridednefs,  humility,  meeknefs,  charity,  patience 
forgi  ving  of  injuries  felf-denial  ;  and  is  accompa¬ 
nied  with  all  other  fruits  and  graces  of  the  b  idle  d 
Spirit  It  is  the  delire  of  my  foul  (fays  the  fin- 

cere  penitent)  to  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord  :  and 

M  2 
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not  wickedly  to  depart  from  my  God.  I  would  re. 
fi  am  my  feet  from  every  evil  way  ;  and  walk  with, 
in  myhoufe with  a  perfWl  heart.— f  know  I*  have 

?  d°,  WIt.h  a  God  who  trieth  the  heart  ;  and  hath 
pie  a  fure  in  uprightnefs  ;  I  would  therefore  fet  the 
i.oroalvv  ays  before  me  ;  and  ferve  him  with  a  per- 
heart  and  with  a  willing  mind — 1  know  that  my 
heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things  ;  and  defperately 
wicked.  .  I  know  that  mine  iniquities  are  afcended 
over  mine  head  ;  for  which  I  am  bowed  down 
b^eatly;  and  go  mourning  all  the  day  long.  But 
yet  my  defire  is  before  the  Lord  ;  and  my  groaning 

Is  not  irom  !llrn-  1  can  truly  fay,  that  I  even 
hate  vain  thoughts  :  but  God’s  law  do  I  love.  O 
that  God  would  give  me  underftanding,  that  I  may 
*eeP  his  law,  and  obferve  it  with  my  whole  heart! 

1  would  be  tor  God  without  any  re  ferve  :  for  I 
edefm  his  precepts  concerning  all  things  to  be  right 
arm  1  have  inclined  my  heart  to  keep  his  ftatutes  al- 
wr^s,  even  unto  the  end. 

]  o  conclude,  herein  lies  the  great  difference  be- 
tvee  n  a  legal  and  an  evangelical  repentance:  the 
one  !$  an  external  reformation  only,  deftitute  of  all 
the  graces  of  the  bieffed  fpirit.  The  other  is  an 
internal  change,  a  change  of  the  heart,  of  the  will 
-and  affections,  as  well  as  of  the  outward  converfa- 
tion  ;  a  change  which  is  accompanied  with  all  the 

fruhsand  graces  of  the  Spirit  of  God _ The  one 

aims  at  juft  as  miico  religion  as  will  keep  the  mind 
emy  ;  and  caun  the  ruffles  of  an  awakened  con- 
Iciencc.  1  he  other  aims  at  a  holy,  humble,  watch¬ 
ful,  and  fpirit ual  ’walk  with  God  ;  and  rcffls  in  no 
degree  of  attainments  whatfover. 

1  bus,  fir ,  1  have  given  you  a  general  view  of  the 
difference  between  a  legal  and  an  evangelical  repen¬ 
tance- — d  on  have  not  demanded  this  of  me  out  of 
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mere  euriofity  ;  or  as  a  matter  of  mere  fpeculation 
only  :  but  in  order  to  the  exercife  and  pra&ice  of 
a  repentance  unto  life,  not  to  be  repented  of- 

You  fhoti Id  therefore  remember  who  is  exalted 
at  God’s  right  hand,  to  give  repentance ,  as  well  as 
forgi  venefs  of  fins.  Remember  that  you  muft  de¬ 
pend  only  upon  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift  ; 
and  muft  accordingly  lie  at  his  foot-ftool,  to  have 
this  great  and  important  change  wrought  in  your 
heart— And  therefore,  fin ce  you  depend  upon  the 
mere  fovereign  grace  of  God  in  Chrift,  tor  the  re¬ 
newing  influences  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  you  fhould 
be  the  more  importunate  in  your  cries  to  him,  in 
the  language  of  Ephraim ,  turn  thou  me ,  and  1  Jhall 
be  turned  ;  for  thou  art  the  Lord  my  God . 

You  ihould  endeavour  to  review  ycur  pad  fins, 
and  as  particularly  as  you  ran,  acknowledge  them 
before  God,  with  all  their  heinous  ci ecu m fiance* 
and  peculiar  aggravations  ;  and  you  ihould  with 
peculiar  ardor  of  foul  wreftle  with  him.  for  pardon 
and  c  lea  fifing  in  the  blood  of  Chrift. 

You  fhould  endeavour  to  fee  and  he  effected  with 
the  fin  of  your  nature,  as  well  as  of  your  practice  ; 
of  your  heart  as  well  as  of  your  life  ;  and  with 
conftant  fervency  cry  to  God  for  a  new  heartland 
alright  fpirit^  for  victory  over  ycur  corruptions, 
and  for  grace  to  approve  your  felt  to  God  in  a  life 
of  new  obedience,  as  well  as  for  pardon  ani)  re¬ 
conciliation  10  him-. 

You  fhould  be  daily  calling  your  fed  f  to  an  ac¬ 
count  for  your  daily  fins  and  imperfections  ;  and 
daily  confefllng  and  lamenting  them  before  God, 
that  you  may  never  have  fo  much  as  the  fins  of  ©ne 
day  unrepented  of. 
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Though  it  be  impofible  that  you  can  be 
ently  humbled  before  God,  under  an  abating  Tenfe 
?  youi  great  Uatulnefs,  uuworthine-fs,  and  itUrati- 
tude^to  him  :  Yet  remember  that  faithful  fay in?  ' 
illch  urwort  ’y  of  all  acceptation,  that  Chrifi  Jefus 
cametofave.jmners.-no  not  dilhonor  the  infinite 
mem  of  the  riedeemer’s  blood,  - by  being  afraid  to 
1,11  «,  .or  pardon  and  fan&ification.  Do  not  dif. 
nonour  the  infinite  compailion  of  the  Divine  na- 
lure,  by  c.-u.ing  into  question  his  being  as  ready  to 
grant  as  you  heartily  to  fee-k,  pardon  and  forgive- 
nefs  of  an  your  fins,  how  many  and  great  (never 
tney  be.— --.e  therefore  humbled  ;  be  not  difcou- 
t  aged.  \/hlIe  you  lament  your  fin  and  imperfec¬ 
tion,  adore  the  infinite  riches  of  that  grace  and 

0,vc>  vvhlcn  has.  opened  a  fountain  for  fin  and  un. 
clcannejs .  J 

And  to  film  up  the  whole  in  a  word  :  You  rmift 
remember,  that  it  is  the  eifence  of  a  true  repent, 
ance  to  turn  unto  God  ;  and  therefore  if  you  would 
evidence  the  (inceriry  of  your  repentance,  you  mu  ft 
give  up  yourfelf -to  God.  You  muff  chufe  him  for 
your  God  and  portion.  You  muff  watch  at  his 
gates  ;  and  wait  at  the  polls  of  his  doors.  You 
mult  make  a  bulinefs  of  religion  ;  and  in  a  life  of 
inofh  a ftive  and  earned  diligence,  expeft  acceptance 
through  the  merits  of  Chrifi;  and  continued  fup- 
plies  of  grate  and  ilrength  from  his  fulucfs.  to  bring 
forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance. 

*  y  a  '  '  t  r 

;  I  •  ■*  .  »  .  # 

i  hat  the  Lord  would  carry  on  his  -own  work  in 
yoiu  foul  ;  and  lead  you  from,  ^race  to  grace,  ^nd 
m  pm  Ih  t  nj>th  to  Ilrength,  till  you  arrive  where 
youi  futp  ill  be  turned  into  vilion,  and  your  re** 
pentane e  into  eternal  pruiles,  is  the  prayer  of  * 

Your 


4 


[  *53  3 


letter  x. 

Wherein  is  proved,  that  the  feventh  Chapter  to  the 
Romans  contains  the  Defcription  and  Character  of 
a  converted  Statt ?. 

S  I  R, 

I  CANNOT  but  take  comfort,  from  your  melan¬ 
choly  complaint  of  the  corruption  you  are  ftrug- 
gling  with  ;  and  your  fenfe  of  the  vilenefs  and  fin — 
fulnefs  of  your  heart,  which  make  you  groan  being 
burthened r  becaufe  you  therein  breathe  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  a  broken  and  contrite  fpirit ;  and  give  me 
hopes  that  you  are  offering  to  God  the  Sacrifice , 
which  he  will  not  defpife — “  You  took  comfort,”  you 
tell  me,  i(  from  the  feventh  chapter  to  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  finding  there,  the  like  complaints  with  yours, 
in  fo  eminent  and  exalted  a  Chrifhan  as  the  apoftle 
Paul  himfelf :  but  that  prop  is  knocked  from  under 
you,  by  converfation  with  fome  perfons  of  a  fuperi- 
or  reputation  for  religion,  who  allure  you,  that  St. 
Paul  is  there  giving  the  character  of  an  unconverted 
perfon,  under  a  conflict  between  his  corruptions  and 
the  alarms  of  an  awakened  confidence  ;  and  that  all 
thofe  places  of  feripture  are  to  be  interrupted  in  the 
fame  manner,  which  reprefent  the  like  conflict  in 
the  foul.” — Upon  which  you  defiirc  my  fentiments. 

What  ftrange  efforts  are  of  late  made  againfi: 
evangelical,  vital ,  and  experimental  piety  !  How  in,- 
confident  are  the  methods  ufed  by  thofe,  who  are 
fo  earnefUy  labouring  in  this  undertaking  !  Is  it  not 
enough,  to  put  mankind  into  a  dangerous  fecurity, 
yy  flattering  them  with  a  profpeft  of  fafety,  with- 
out  any  experience  of  a  work  of  grace  in  their 
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•ninds  of  5^h  yh  »ft  ^  rment  and  dirquiet  th 
I  !  /r  1  ti10<e  who  have  been  favoured  with  thof 
blefied  experiences,  by  perfuading  them  that  re 

i’ncor’Se  ![ai!OWed(<i0rrUprionsand™Perfeaionsar 

inconintent  wirh  a  ftate  or  grace  and  wdh  th*  c 
Vonrnravl!  \\T *  1  yi  y  ana  W,tfl  the  M 

f  ;  .  —  What  do  thele  men  mean  ?  Hav, 

y  nf°  (eelmS  perception,  no  eiFedinp  fenfe  of  th, 
imperfeaions  of  their  hearts  and  lives  f  Or  do  the, 
nrue,t  tnem  prattle?,  and  efteem  it  their ’duty  u 
Et  h;"”rruPtions  a  q“jet  refiderice  in  then 
them  ?  °ma,ntaln  no  conflld  or  ftruggle  wit!: 

my  bufinef»  to  ^fwer  your  demands  . 

in  '  he  ^  rnV°Ur  t0  C°nV'"Ce  y°u>  that  npoftle 
^  Vth  ChaPter  to  the  Romans,  is  defcribiL  th« 

,  ’  Whn  h  eVe’^  true  Cbn/tian  experiences 

a“L  ,ie  walks  with  God,  and  lives  near  to  him.  ’ 

In  order  to  a  fair. and  clear  dedfion,  it  will  be  pro- 

’  ta?e,  'i:Tle  (verY  brief)  notice  of  the  gewent 
kmpe  and  oefign  of  his  epiftle,  in  the  firf  feven 

J  r  e‘s\-lh'*  ^cms  to  03  fuminnrily  propoled  in 
he  hi  ft  chapter,  Wrf«  17th,  Therein  the  ri^httoufs 
nefs  of  God  revealed,  from  faith  to  faith,  as  it ' is  writ- 

l i  ’  a  ’\' f  1  "J!  llve  h’  faith-  That  is,  we  are  juf- 

rw.L be  0re  pod>  °0!y  by  the  righteouftiefs"1  of 
U.i  iii  received  by  faith  r  we  continue  in  a  iuftifted 

ifare  by  the  renewed  exercife  of  faith  :  and  the 
whole  life  of  a  j  unified  per  Ion  is  a  life  cf  faith  in  the 
oon  of  God,  as  well  as  his  whole  hope  of  eternal 
life  is  through  faith  in  Chrifh  This  dodrine  is  pro- 
ved  by  a  reprefentation  of  atrocious  impiety  and 
vuckedneG  of  the  whole  Gentile  world  ;  that  even 
t  ley  who  make  higheft  pretences  to  innocence,  and 
who  judge  and  centre  others  for  fnch  horrid  impie- 
tfes.as  ate  commonly  pradded  among  them,  are  all  in- 
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Kcufeable  &  felf-condemned,  on  account  of  thewick- 
dnefs  perpetrated  and  indulged  by  themfdves  ;  be¬ 
rg  all  of  them  violators  of  the  law  and  light  of  na- 
are,  as  will  leave  them  without  cxcufe  in  the  day 
then  God Jhali  judge  the  fecrtts  of  men  by  Jefus  Chrifi . 
-This  is  plainly  the  apoffle’s  argument,  from  the 
8th  verfe  of  the  firft  chapter*  Whence  it  follows, 
iat  the  Gentile  world  cannot  poffibly  have  any  claim 
a juflification  by  their  own  perfonal  obedience  ;  nor 
ny  other  way,  but  by  the  right eoufnefs  of  Chrifi  re¬ 
vived  by  faith* 

The  apoflle  next  proceeds  to  fliew,  that  the  Jew 
ath  no  better  plea  to  make  for  his  acceptance  with 
lod,  on  account  of  his  own  perfonal  righteoulhefs, 
ban  the  Gentile,  though  he  refls  in  the  Jaw,  and 
lakes  his  boafl  of  God,  knows  his  will,  and  approves 
he  things  that  are  moji  excellent .  For  he  alfo,  in  his 
atural  attainments,  breaks  ihe  law,  dijhonours  God, 
nd  at  the  bell  performs  but  an  external  obedience, 
nd  reaches  not  the  fpirituality ,  w  hich  the  law  re- 
uires.— -The  Jew  has  indeed  much  every  way  the 
dvantage ,  in  point  of  external  privilege:  but  in 
oint  of  j  ullifying  right  eoufnefs ,  he  cannot  be  faid-to 
e  better  than  the  Gentile  ;  no,  in  no  wife  ! — This  is 
be  argument  from  the  1 6th  verfe  of  the  fecond,  to 
be  pth  verfe  of  the  third  chapter.  In  which  verfe, 
nd  thofe  folio  wing,  the  apoltle  fums  up  the  argu¬ 
ment,  in  thefe  remarkable  w  ords,  which  fully  jollify 
ay  interpretation  of  his  fcope  and  defign  :  “  For 

have  before  proved,  both  Jews  and  Gentiles, 
hat  they  are  all  under  fin.  As  it  is  written,  there 
i  none  righteous  no,  not  one,  &c. — That  every 
louth  may  be  (lopped,  and  all  the  wmrld  may  be* 
ome  guilty  before  God.” — From  thofe  prornifes,  he 
raws  this  conclufion  in  the  20th  verfe  of  t he  y\ 
hapter7  &c.  V  Therefore  by  the  deeds  of  the  law 
a-aii  no  flefh  living- be  judified  in  his  fight.  .  For  by 


the  law  »  the  knowledge  of  fin.  But  now  the  right, 
eoufnefs  o>  God,  without  the  law,  is  rnanifefted  be. 
ing  witnefied  by  the  law  and  the  prophets  :  even 
tlie  righteoufnefs  of  God,  which  is  by  faith  of  Tefus 
Ghnlt,  unto  all  and  upon  all  them  that  belive  :  for 
there  is  no  difference.  Being  juftified  freely  by  his 
grace,  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Chrilt  le- 
. us .—  J  here  we  conclude,  that  a  man  is  juftified  bv 
faith,  without  the  deeds  of  the  law.’' — Which  was 
trie  point  to  be  proved. 


But  here  may  arife  a  queflion  :  What  law  is  it 
1  ,at  d'eyaPoft!e  excludes  from  having  any  hand  in 
our  juJtipcation  P  To  which  it  is  anfvvered  •  All 
die  law,  that  was  obligatory  both  upon  Jews'  and 
Genti.es.  i‘  or  they  were  both  obnoxious  to  wrath 
by  their  violation  of  the  refpeftive  laws  they  were 
under  ;  had  all  finned,  and  come  Jhort  of  the  glory  of 
Cod.— And  God  deals  with  them  all  alike.  He  will 
julfify  them  all  by  their  faith  in  Jefus  Chrifl  ;  and 
no  otherwife  :  and  thereby  (hew,  that  he  is  not  the 
Cod  of  the  jews  only,  but  of  the  Gentiles  alfo. 

V 

Having  thus  concluded  his  firft  argument  ;  and 
proved  from  the  guilt  and  impotence  both  of  jew 
and  Gentile,  that  no  man  can  be  juilified  by  the  law 
of  nature,  by  the  law  which  was  given  to  the  Jews: 
iK’i  any  other  way,  but  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  Cod 

which  is  by  faith  of  Jefus  Chrifl - The  Apoftle’ 

proceeds  to  prove  the  fame  thing  from  Abraham’s 
faith  being  imputed  to  him  for  righteoufnefs  ;  and 
irom  David’s  def  riling  the  lleffednefs  of  the  man, 
to  whom  Cod  imputeth  righteoufnefs  without  works'. 
throughout' die  fourth  chapter. 


(  *-‘C  tiieti  begins  tnc  j ft h  cr.apter  by  defenibing 
die  glorious  privileges  of  thofe,  who  arc  thus  jufli. 
fed  by  faith;  and  ends  it  by  (hewing  in  what  man- 
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\gf  we  partake 'of  the  right  eonfnefs  of  Chrift,  for  otir 
unification  :  That  it  is  in  the  lame  manner,  as  we 
re  partakers  of  the  fin  and  guilt  of  Adam,  to  our 
condemnation.  As  Adam’s  fin  was  imputed  to  all 
Tom  he  reprefented,  unto  their  condemnation  ;  Jo 
le  righteouinefs  of  Chrift  is  imputed  to  all  whom 
e  reprefented,  and  who  believe  in  him,  unto  jvfti- 
cation  of  life .  As  by  one  man's  difobtaience  many 
fere  made  jinners  ;  fo  by  the  obedience  of  ene}  many 
mil  be  made  righteous . 

After  a  folernn  caution  unto  all,  not  to  turn  the 
race  of  God  into  wantonnefs,  and  not  to  continue 
i  fin,  that  grace  may  abound  ;  and  after  enforcing 
his  caution,  from  the  obligation  we  are  under  by 
ur  baptifm,  to  die  unto  jin ,  and  walk  in  newnefs  of 
fe,  as  Chrift  died  for  us)  and  rofe  again  from  the 
ead,  (as  in  the  fir  ft  part  of  the  fixth  chapter)  the 
pofile  goes  on  to  (hew  (in  the  latter  part  of  that 
hap  ter  j  what  was  the  privileged  happy  {late  of 
hefe  Romans,  to  whom  he  w  rote  :  1  hat  “  fin  had 
ot  dominion  over  them  ;  for  they  were  not  under 
he  law,  but  under  grace  That  they  were  “  made 
ree  from  fin,  and  were  become  the  fervants  of 
ighteouinefs.” — And  then  throughout  the  whole/e - 
inth  chapter,  and  the  beginning  of  the  eighth  f  he 
iuftrates  this  matter  and  (hews  in  what  refpecT 
mey.  are  not  under  the  law ,  and  how,  or  in  what  re- 
3  e<5ts,  they  are  made  free  from  fin . 

This,  fir,  appears  plainly  to  be  tie  fcope  and  con- 
e£tion  of  the  firfi  feven chapters  of  Te  e piffle  to  the 
toman  s  ;  as  may  be  ealily  obfervetd,  by  any  one, 
tat  will  impartially  look  into  the  caftv  without  pre- 
idice  in  favor  of  a  party  ;  or  a  preconceived  opin- 
>n,  which  he  is  refolved  to  maintain. 

And  thus  I  am  come  to  a  more  particular  con  fid - 

N 
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eration  of  this  fevcnih  chapter  ;  which,  as  was  ob- 

ferved,  is  defigned  to  clear  up  thefe  two  things _ 

1  low  we  are  made  free  from  the  law;  and,  How  we 
are  made  free  from  fn,  and  become  the  fervants  of 
rlgh'eovfnefs. 

The  fir  ft  thing  confidered  by  the  apoftle,  in  this 
chapter,  is,  in  what  relpedls  thefe  believing  Romans 
were  under  grace  and  not  under  the  hw _ But  pre¬ 

vious  to  a  dtreft  attendance  to*  this,  it  will  be  ne- 
ceda ry  to  remove  a  Humbling- block  out  of  the  way, 
by  confidering  again,  what  law  it  is  that  the  apoftle 
refers  to,  when  he  declares  thefe  Romans  not  to  be 
under  the  law,  but  under  grace  ;  to  be  dead  to  the 
law  ;  and  be  delivered  from  the  law ,  that  being  dead 
wherein  they  were  held .  Does  he  herein  fpeak  of 
the  ceremonial  law,  or  of  the  moral  law,  or  of 
loth? 

To  this  I  anf\  rer  :  The  npcflle  here  fpeaks  of 
lire  law  in  the  fame  fenfe,  and  ufes  the  word  in  the 
1  sine  extent  of  iignification,  as  in  the  foregoing 
parts  of  this  epiftle, — It  is  the  fcope  and  defign  of 
this  epjft'le — (as  1  have  fhewn  you)  to  prove  that 
both  Jew  and  Gentile  rrmft  bejuftified  only'by  the 
right eoujnefs  of  ChriJ ?,  received  by  faith  ;  and  not 
by  their  own  obfervanee  of  any  law,  which  they 
are  under — The  law ,  therefore,  in  queftion,  is  that 
law,  which  the  Gf  ntiles  have  written  in  their  hearts  ; 
and  that  law  which  the  Jews  reft  in,  boajtirg  them - 
felves  'f  God ,  ChaO.  ii.  14,  15,  17. — It  is  that  law, 
by  the  violation  ''  hereof  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  are 
ail  under  fn  ;  add  agsinft  which  all  have  fnned ,  and 
come  fjort  oj  the  glory  if  God.  Chap.  iii.  p,  23.— 

It  is  that  law,  without  which  there  could  be  no  tranf 
greffion,  Chap.  iv.  15 — And  in  a  word,  that  law, 
by  which  ev  try  mouth  may  be  flopped,  and  all  the  world 
become  guilty  before  Cod .  Chap.  iii.  j p — The  law, 
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therefore,  here  mu  ft  be  taken  in  the  largeft  extent 
of  the  word,  including  the  whole  will  of  God,  any 
manner  of  way  rnnnifefted,  to  any  and  every  part 
of  mankind,  whether  jew  or  Gentile.  i  hough  it 
is  evident,  that  the  apoftle  hath  in  ibis /event  Chap¬ 
ter  a  fpecial  reference  to  the  moral  law* — 1  his  ap¬ 
pears, 


1,  Becaufs  the  law  here  referred  to,  is  what  thefe 
believing  Romans  had  been  married  to,  and  been  held 
by;  as  appears  in  the  4th  and  6th  vcrles.  Now 
thefe  Romans  to  whom  the  apoftle  wrote,  were 
mod  of  them  {if  not  all  of  them)  Gentiles  ;  as  he 
exprefsly  declares,  Chap.  i.  13.  and  Chap.  xi.  13. 
asd  were  therefore  never  married  to  the  Levitical 
or  ceremonial  law,  never  held  by  it  ;  and  con  ft  quern- 
jy  never  delivered  from  it.  It  was  the  moral  law 
only  to  which  they  had  beed  married  ;  and  from 
that' only  they  were  therefore  made  free  :  and  that 
confequently ,  mud  be  what  the  apoitla  especially 
refers  to,  in  this  chapter. 


2«  Becaufe  the  apoftle,  in  exemplification  of  his 
meaning,  inftances  in  the  moral  law,  and  no  other  ; 
the  law  by  which  concupifcence  is  known,  and  which 
forbids  coveting,  verle  7th.  The  lav/,  which  is 
fpiritual,  verfe  14th.  Whereas,  the  ceremonial 
law,  conlidered  in  itfelf,  was  not f pi  ritual.,  but  made- 
up  of  carnal  ordinances ,  Heb»  ix.  10 — It  is  t lie  law > 
in  which  the  apoftle  delighted ,  after  the  inward  man , 
verfe  2 2d.  But  he  was  fo  far  from  taking  delight 
in  the  ceremonial  law,  that  he  ftrongly  and  puheii- 
ralJy  exclaims  againft  the  ©bfervation  of  it  now  that 
Chrift  is  come,  and  reprefents  the  ordinances  of  this 
law,  to  be  now’  become  beggarly  elements ,  Gai.  iv* 
q,  and  forward* 


...  In  fine,  he  inftances  in  that  law  of  God,  which 
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|ie  himfelf  fervid  with  Us  mind,  verfe  2rth.  U„ 

re',v  7?  f°  /  /'P°n  the  ^rva non  of  tin 
ini  i  '/  as  ro  ‘  dehf-e  again  ro  be  brourrh 

mo  botadage- 1°  It.'-From  all  which  iris  evident 

is  hT°n  ;/,10n  n'a,V  l>,e  taken  for  evidence,  that  ii 

wh,ch  is  principally  defigned  by 

tell  "‘  if  111  th'S  chaPw  aiKl  context,  when  he 
anVh/l^r  "°  man  0,1  be  hY  the  law  . 

and  that  believers  are  made  free  from  the  law  by 
their  intereff  in  Chrift.  ’  Dy 

^■.m  now  prepaid  to  confider,  in  what  refnefts 

the  apoftle  here  repfelents  believers  to  be  ‘freed 

non;  the  law,  or  to  be  not  under  the  law. ’—And 

l"  li8h‘-  “  »»  b‘  F- 

/.■  Negatively.'  Shewing  in  what  fenfa  they  are 

far*u^Pr,‘hf“t'd'  "  be"’E  fmi  tm  'fc 

They  are  not  represented  to  be  freed  from  the 
aiu’  as  ir  IS  3  ri{l?  of  moral  conduch  No  !  ‘  The 
aw  is  holy  •  and  the  commandment  holy,  and 
jult,  and  good/  verfe  12th.  Believers  ‘  confent 
to  the  law,  that  it  is  good/  verfe  1 6th,  '  And 
vvMtn  their  mind  fchey  Jferve  the  law  of  God  * 
verle  25th.  ; 

.  /  ^ey  are  not  freed  from  endeavors  after,  and  de- 
m  obedience  to  the  law  of  God.  <  To  will  is 
prefen t  with  them/  even  beyond  their  capacity  of 
performance,  verfe  i8ih.  ‘  They  would  do  pood  p 
7en  when  ‘  evil  is  prelent  with  them  /  and  >  thev 
delight  in  the  law  of  God,  after  the  inward  man' 
^erle  21  it,  and  2 2d. 

•f  add^  they  are  not  freed  from  being  grieved  and 
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'mrthened  on  the*aceount  of  the  imperfection  of  their 
>bedience  to  the  law  of  God  :  but  n\uft,  on  that 
iGcoirnt,  ‘  groan  being  burthened,  while  they  are 
ifcre  in  -this  tabernacle  f  and  mud  cry  oi|c  with 
he  apoftle,  ‘O  wretched  man,  that  I  am  ;  whc* 
(hall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  thisdeath  ly  vet  it 
24th*  And  now  let  us  attend, 

'2,,  To  the  affirmative  defcription  here  given,  of 
the  believer’s  freedom  from  the  law  of  God. 

They  are  here  represented  as  freed  from  their 
marriage  relation  to  the  law  ;  or  from  the  obliga¬ 
tions  of  it,  as  a  covenant  of  life. — W  bile  in  their  car¬ 
nal  and  unregenerate  lfate,  they  were  under  the 
drifted  bonds  offubjeftion  to  the  law  of  nature,  or 
the  moral  law.  It  rigoroufiy  exafted  perfeft  obedi¬ 
ence  of  them,  as  the  only  condition  of  their  accept¬ 
ance  with  God  ;  and  continuing  in  that  date,  they 
could  have  no  righteoufnefs  at  all  to  plead*  but  their 
own  conformity  to  the  whole  demands  of  law  ;  and 
they  mud  obtain  eternal  life  by  perfeft  obedience, 
or  not  at  alb — But  now  that  marriage-covenant  is 
diffolved,  by  their  faith  in  Chrid.  They  are  be¬ 
come  dead  to  the  law,  by  the  body  of  Chrid,  that 
they  fhould  be  married  to  another,  even  to  him  who 
is  raifed  from  the  dead.’  They  are  delivered  from 
the  law,  that  being  dead  in  which  they  were  held.’ 
Verfes  4th  and  6th. — They  have  therefore  ano* 
ther  righteoufnefs  to  plead,  without  a  perfeft  per- 
fonal  conformity  to  the  law  ;  and.  their  hope  of  fal- 
vaticn  is  held  by  another  tenure,  built  upon  another 
foundation,  an  efpmfal  to  Chrift,  the  one  only  huf 
hand,  that  is  able  to  pay  their  debrs  to  offended  juf- 
tice,  and  fave  them  to  the  uttermoM — They  may. 
now ferve  God  in  newnejs  of fpirit ,  from  a  mw  prin-' 
dple,  from  new  motives,  with  new  affeft ions,  with 
lew  hopes;  and  not  in  the  oJAnefs  of  the  letter* 

'  ‘  N  2  '  -  ' 


fiJ'i 


♦  '(• 
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^rIer6r^r“N0ufr0ni  any  expe^tion,  that  by  do 

ing  thefe  things  they  fhould  live  in  them  ;  nor  unde 
16  ruror  the  dreadful  curfes,  pronounced  again! 

th7hT7!iCTtlnUeS  n°tin  ali  thl"£*i  written  h 
lh  book  0}  the  law,  to  do  them .  This  is  evidently 

the  defign  of  the  fifft/x  vcrfes  of  this  chapter.  ‘ 


xvhirT?^^  they  2re^from  ‘hat fpirit  of  bondage 
h  h  they  Were  once  under,  when  their  guilt,  dan 
gei  and  milery  were  brought  to  iheir  view  by  the 
aw.  i  his  the  apoftle  exemplifies,  by  representing 
his  own  ftate,  when  under  a  law-work.  — “  For] 
was  alive  without  the  law  once  :  but  when  the  corn- 
mandment  came,  fin  revived,  and  I  died  ;  and  the 
commandment  which  was  ordained  to  life,  I  found 
to  be  unto  death,  verfes  9th,  and  10th.  That  is  I 
thought  myfelf  once  alive,  was  in  a  flate  of  fafetv 
tind  without  .the  curfein  my  own  appreherrfion,  while 
ignorant  or  thobghtlefs  of  the  fpirituality ;  extent 
and  terror  of  the  law  of  God  :  but  when  the  com. ! 
mandment  came  home  to  my  conference,  and  I  found 
what  my  (late  truly  was,  Jin  revived,  rofe  up  again  ft 
me  m  its  Condemning'  power,  or  appeared  to  me  in 
:l$  own  nature  and  aggravations,  exceeding  (inful; 
t or  oy  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  jin  :  and  foT  found 
my  *  elf  to  be  a  guilty  creature,  a  dead  man,  indeed 
unaer  the  law,  under  its  curie  and  damning  fentence  ; 
and  died  to  lelf-flattering  hope,  and  confidence  in 
ute  fie  ilr.  Now  this  is  the  very  cafe  of  all  a  waken  - 

eo  fmners,  w  hen  ihe  law  cc>mes  near  to,  confidence 
lays  the  weight  of  their  guilt  upon  them,  and  fets 
theii  danger  o!  everlafling  punifhment  before  them. 
—Ijlh  now  thefe  believing  Romans  were  delivered 
Item  this  bondage  to  the  law  ;  there  being  6  no  con- 
detonation  to  them  which  are  in  Ghrift  Jelus  "j  and 
that  being  dead,  wherein  they  were  held.* 


I  may  add  to  tlfis;  that  they  v*ere  al ho  freed  from 
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the  irritating  power  of  the  law — When  an  awaken¬ 
ed  Tinner  firii  obtains  a  fenfible  view  of  the  ftri&n-ifs, 
purity,  and  fpirituality  of  the  law,  fo  of  the  vail 
number  and  dreadful  aggravations  of  his  Jins,  with 
the  amazing  wrath  that  hangs  over  his  head  ;  this 
Tils  his  loul  not  only  with  horror  and  amazement, 
but  with  an  impatient,  difquieting  anxiety,  which 
unhinges  his  mind  for  duty,  inflames  his  corrup¬ 
tions,  and  gives  them  the  advantage  againll  all  his 
good  pur  poles,  jrefolves,  and  endeavors.  So  that 
the  law,  inhibiting  fin,  without  giving  power  to 
avoid  it,  does  but  make  the  Tinner’s lujh  (like  a  tor¬ 
rent  dammed  up)  to  fwel.l  the  more,  and  to  run  with 
greater  force,  when  they  get  vent  :  and  ‘  fin  taking 
occafion  by  the  commandment,  works  in  the  foul  all 
manner  of  concupifence,  deceives  the  Tinner,  and 
flays  him/  as  it  is  expreffed,  verfe  8th  and  nth. — 
But  theTe  believing  Romans  were  delivered  from  the 
law  in  this  refpedt  aifo.  Having  a  difcovery  of  the 
glorious  way  of  falvation  by  Chrilt,  and  the  fafety 
of  depending  upon  his  righteoufnefs,  they  were 
quickened  by  adoring  views  of  redeeming  mercy  ; 
ailed  by  a  principle  of  love  to  God  ;  and  ftrength- 
ened  by  the  divine  influences  of  the  Spirit  of  grace, 
to  mortify  their  lulls,  and  to  live  a  life  offlneereand 
fpiritual  obedience  ;  or  as  the  apoftle  expreffes  it 
(verfe  6)  to  ‘  ferve  God  in  newnefs  of  ipirit  and 
not  in  the  oldnefs  of  the  letter.’ 

Thefe  three  things  are  mofl:  certainly  reprefented 
in  the  context,  as  the  fervitude,  that  unregem  rate 
men  are  under  to  the  law* — This  is  too  evident  to 
be  difputed.  Believers  are  certainly  reprefented, 
as  being  delivered  from  the  fervitude  of  the  law  : 
Whence  it  follows,  that  their  freedom  from  the  law, 
here  treated  of,  mult  confiit  in  thofe .  particulars 
which  I  have  confidered. 


And  now  I  am  further  to  obferve  to  you  that 
dtere  ,s  another  glorious  privilege  of  believe/s  di 
ilmdly  infilled  upon  in  the  fxth  chapter,  which  is' 
as  I  hinted  before,  particularly  illullrated  in  this' 

mni  God'5'  S  V  iey  arC  ‘  deacl  unto  (in  ;  alive 
no  God.  Sin  has  no  more  dominion  over  them  ’ 

‘‘7  be,n/>  “nder  the  law,  but  under  grace.'' 

They  a,  e  made  free  from  fin,  aud  become  the  fer 

vants  ot  righteoufnefs  And  being  made  free  from 

fin,  they  are  become  fervants  of  God,  have  their 

mm  unto  holmefs,  and  the  end  everlalling  life.’ 

V1‘  ]l>  I4,  l®>22 — This  chara&gr  of  believ- 
epends  upon  the  other  already  eonfidered. 

1  hey  be,n«  '»afie  Acs  from  the  law,  they  are  of 
confequence  mad«  free  from  (In  likewife.  A  free, 
doin  Irom/m  is  the  fruit  of  our  freedom  the  law  ; 
wmch  is  therefore  firft  eonfidered,  and  the  confid’ 
eration  of  this  iuperadded  as  an  appendage  to  it,  or 
a  necefJary  corhequence  from  it.  -  & 

But  how  are  we  to  underftand  thefe  firong  ex- 
preiiio.is .  /\re  believers  wholly  freed  from  all  fin  > 
Vre  they  arrived  at  a  finlefs  ilate  of  perfection  ?  Or'- 
m  what  other  fenfft  are  they  free  from  fm,  and  be. 
ome  fervarsU  of  rigbteoujnefs  ?  This  queftion  the 
•ipoltle  anlwers,  from  the  1 41  h  verfe  of  the  feventh 
to  me  3d  verfe  of  the  eighth  chapter  ;  and  particu¬ 
larly  exemplifies  the  cafe,  by  reprefeming  .0  us  the 
Bate  of  Ins  own  foul,  with  refpeft  to  his  freedom 
.roni  liu  ;  and  the  remaining  conflict  heyet  had  with 
.  nis  corruptions — In  ihe  foregoing  verfes  he  had 
,wn  us,  what  he  once  was,  when  in  a  carnal  Hate 
and  under  the  tyranny  of  the  law — 1  was  alive 
Wilrwnt  the  taw  once,  &c.  And  throughout  that  dif. 
'.'ourJe,  /peaks  wholly  in  the  p  eterperfetf  tenfe 
as  of  former  matters,  things  already  paficd.-l  From’ 
the  14-th  verfe,  and  forward,  he  ihews  us  what  he  f 
now  is  ;  and  fpeaks  therefore  only  in  the  pref'ent 
tenfe,  as  being  to  dtl'cribe  his  new  ilate  of  freedom 
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from  fin- _ By  altering  thus  his  form  of  exprefilorr, 

in  this  change  of  ten/esf  we  may  plainiy  fee,  that 
there  is  fuch  a  tranjition,  as  I  am  now  fuppoting  ; 
and  may  eafily  know  where  it  begins* 

Thus,  fir,  I  have  endeavored  to  fet  before  you  in  ' 
the  briefed:  and  plained:  manner  I  could,  the  icope 
and  connection  of  the  firft  fevcn  chapters  of  thisepif- 
tie  to  the  Romans.  By  a  due  attendance  to  which, 
you  cannot  butdifcover,  how  groundlefs  and  imper¬ 
tinent  all  rhe  reafonings  ov  thofe  gentlemen  are,  of 
whom  you  fpeak. 

However,  that  this  may  appear  in  a  yet  ftronger 
light,  1  will  now  proceed  to  a  direft  refutation  of 
the  opinion,  that  the  apoftle  is  here  perforiating  and 
giving  t!ie  character  of  an  unconverted  or  unr {gene¬ 
rate  perfon,  ftruggling  under  the  convictions  of  an 
awakened  conlcience.  And 

1.  It  is  undeniably  certain,  that  the  mod;  holy  of 
all  the  natural  descendants  of  Adam,  that  ever  were 
in  the  world,  have  had  caufe  to  make  the  fame  com¬ 
plaints  of  their  remaining  corruptions,  as  the  apoftle  ‘ 
here  does:  and  have  all  in  like  manner  experienced 
what  the  apoftle  elfewhere  calls  ‘  the  fleih  hiding 
a  gain  ft  the  Spirit/  and  ‘  the  fpirit  againft  the  fleih/ 
Gal.  v.  17. — Have  they  not  all  of  them  feme  re¬ 
maining  carnality  ?  The  mod  improved  faints,  com¬ 
paratively  but  babes  in  Chrifi ,  and  not  fa  fpirit ual 
as  they  fhould  be  ?  Nay,  are  they  not  even  fold  tin - 
der  fn  P  it  is  true,  they  do  not  voluntarily,  with 
Aha b,fell  tbemfdves  to  do  wickedly  ;  this  would  de¬ 
note  the  full  dominion  and  power  or  fin  :  but  they  • 
^refold,  as  captives  are  fold  againft  their  will.™ 
Though  for  the  general  they  make  ever  lo  great 
refiftance,  they  have  yet  corruptions  that  do  and  ■; 
will  at  times  prevail  againft  them,  and  bring  them ■  '' 


. 
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Have  they  not  all  caufe  to  acknow. 

,*Vv !at  t  ,ley  do  w,hat  they  alhw  mf>  M#y 

r"tf  "5/>  ;1!K|  f  wh“t  they  hate  »  That  they  fall' 

Jjor; ,°,r  what ,th*y.  rwld  df>  ?  And  that  W;m  pW 
’would  do  good,  evil  ts  prefent  with  them  ?  That' they 
r^4  a  Jaw  rn  their  members  warring  again  ft  the  law 
/  'bf\r  mh\d-  And  don’t  they  groan  bein,r  bur- 
dened,  under  a  fenfe  of  what  -wretched  men  they  ar» 
on  thefe  accounts  ?  In  other  words,  are  there  any 
o.  them  mat  don’t  feel  in  themfelves  finful  affcc- 
•  lons,  (mful  .mperfeaions,  and  finful  aftions,  that 
are  the  grief  and  burthen  of  their  fouls?  Here  let 
,  aPPeal  be  made  to  all  the  generation  of  God’s  chil. 
fen,  whether  they  do  not  find  thefe  things  in  them- 
>el^«  even  m  their  moft  watchful  periods.  I  muft 
!Vee<,s  fV.  u  ar«-ties  a  dreadful  ignorance  of,  or  an 
unaccountable  inattention  to,  the  phwue  of  their 
own  heart  in  them  who  hare  not  a  feeling  and  ex¬ 
perimental  apprehenfion  of  thefe  things?  Jt  msv 
therefore  be  jufily  prefmned,  that  the  apoftle  here 
c’ornpfaiivs  Of  what  every  true  Chriftian  feels  and 
laments.  Or  at  lead  [  may  confidently  fay,  that 
the  experience  of  all  the  children  of  God  is  a  refu¬ 
tation  ol  the  principal  arguments  againd  my  inter¬ 
pretation  of  this  chapter. 

<!  ti  r,  ly,  by-added,  in  the  language  of  another, 

1  hole i  objeftions  are  chiefly  owing  to  a  miflaken 
notion  Of  the  cafe  deferiberf  here,  from  ver.  14  th  • 
as  if  the  apoftle  fpake  of  gro/s  finning  in  praaice, 
with  only  fome  feeble  relu&an-ce  of  his  will,  and 
haoirua fly  tranfgreffing,  in  a  courfe  of  outward  ac- 
tions,  through  the  power  of  fome  conquering  and 
ruling  tuft,  againft  the  dilates  of  his  natural  con- 
f  cicnt  c.  VV  here  as,  in  trurli,  he  does  nor  own  a 
4 u ho m ary  indulgence  to  any  the  leaf!:  fin  in  exter- 
Ha  pi  active  ;  much  lefs  to  any  great  wickednefs,  and 
grojs  hos  oj  prefuxnftion*  But  he  evidently  fpeaks 
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n  his  complaint,  of  unallowed  j ratifies,  or  fins  of 
'nfi rmity,  incident  to  the  bed  of  men. —And  if  his 
anguage  in  reprefenting  the  cafe  feems  too  ex^> 
ireihve  and  emphatical,  we  may  fairly  neiolve  this 
nto  his  humility  ;  a  grace,  that  always  makes  the 
Chridian  willing  to  fee  the  ivarjl  of  his  cafe,  anc)  to 
lay  himfelf  low  before  God  and  man*  From  this, 
principle,  we  muff  conceive  it  was,  that  this  fame 
Etpoftle  elfew here  defcribes  himfelf  under  thofe  de¬ 
bating  characters,  4  The  lea  IF  of  the  apoftles* — Lcfs 
than  the  lead  of  faints,— yea,  The  chief  of  tinners*’ 
Though  an  eminent  example  of  holinefs, yet  being  not 
already  perfect,  he  readily  confelTes  it  :  and  under  a 
humbling,  affecting  fenfe  of  his  imperfections  and 
remaining  corruptions,  he  breathes  out  his  com¬ 
plaints  in  very  animated  and  drifting  forms  cf 
fpeech*  However,  his  fell- aba  fin  g  exprdhons  (ta¬ 
ken  in  this  view)  do  all  of  them  well  con  fit!  with 
the  brighter  and  commendatory  reprel'entations  he 
fomet lines  makes  of  himfelf,  when  considering  h.s 
cafe  in  another  light  ;  and  they  are  all  reconcilable 
with  every  fcripture-chara&er  of  regenerate  pro- 
feiTors,  as  well  as  with  the  univerfal  experience  of 
real  ehridians,  even  the  bed  upon  earth.  For  do 
they  not  all  own  themfelves  confcious  of  *  indwel¬ 
ling  fin/  ;?nd  4  fleilily  kids  that  war  again d  the 
foul  >’  Do  not  they  all  confefs  themfelves  not  as  yet 
perfe&ly  enlarged  to  run  the  way  of  God’s  com¬ 
mandments  ;  their  graces  not  as  yet  perfedly  free 
in  their  exercife,  but  often  under  a  very  fenlible 
redrain*,  fo  that  they  cannot  produce  them  into 
a£,  as  they  would,  and  ought  ;  their  corruptions 
infmuating  and  intermingling  with  their  bed  per-! 
formances  of  duty  ;  their  lujis,  though  by  divine 
grace  conquered  within  them,  yet  Ji riving  dill  for 
the  mafltry  ;  yea,  fometimes  uftirping  the  throne: 
feemingly,  and  acting  the  tyrant  over  them  for  a- 
feafon  ;  againd  the  fixed  judgment  and  fettled  bent; 
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of  the,ir  mind  and  heart ;  which,  in  the  account  of 
golpej  grace  ,s  the  man  ?  Now,  looking  upon 
thenifel  ves,  if  tried  by  the  law  and  jijtke,  asha- 
,  e  to  be  condemned  with  the  world,’  they  have 

!  ’eh7e°rr  "f  hT  f  bkeinS  ‘  faved  by  fny  works  cf 
gi  eotifnefs,  which  they  have  done,’  but  only  look 

for  mercy,  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrid,’ 

magnified  in  their  deliverance  out  of  the  nre- 

ient  date  of  imperfection.  In  the  mean  time  their 

tins,  yea,  their  unavoidable  infirmities,  are  their 

burden,  under  which  they  figh  and  bemoan  them- 

U.ves  .  alhamed  and  grieved  even  for  difallowed 

p  Mines,  more  than  unregenerate  Tinners  for  their 

wilful  and  fcandalous  enormities.  Is  it  any  uncom.' 

mo~  cafe  for  a  chliti  °f  Cod,  in  a  repenting  frame 
paiiionately  to  lament  in  the  drain  of  Rom.  vii.— 

judging  himlelf  for  carnality,  complaining  of  fpir- 
uuai  captivity,  and  crying  out,  ‘  O  wretched  man 
that  I  am!  who  fhall  deliver  me  !’  nor  finding  any 
i eluge,  but  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrid  V 
\/here  is  there  any  injudice  clone  to  to  the  infpired 
writer,  or  the  lead  injury  to  chridianity,  by  fuppo- 
lnig  this  to  be  the  very  cafe  the  apodle'  had  in  ' 
view  .  Or  what  one  word  is  there  in  all  hisdefcrip- 
noti  of  the  cafe  before  him,  but  is  fairly  accommo¬ 
date  to  this  interpretation  ?  And  what  occafion 
then  to  fuppoje  the  apodle  ufes  fuch  a  metafchema- 
tijm t  here,  as  fome  fuppofe  ;  transferring  to  himfelf 
tlioie  odious  things  which  belonged  only  to  an  uh - 
regenerate  legalijt ,  and  putting  them  in  his  own  cafe, 
merely  out  ot  modelly,  and  to  avoid  sdving  offence  to 
the  party  reproved 

.  .  2\  ,Wf  tlle  apodle  here  giving  ebaratfers  of 
bn. licit  tuat  are  the  didinguilliing  marks  of  aregene- 
raw  d..te  ;  characters,  that  do  not,  that  cannot, 
agree  to  any  unconverted  perfonin  the  world.— It  is, 
tor  uidance,  the  peculiarproperty  of  a  child  of  God, 


©  hate  that  which  is  evil ;  and  to  have  a  will prej'ent 
with  him  to  that  which  is'goot?—  No  un regenerate 
>erfon  is  able  truly  to  fay,  that  “  he  would  do  that 
v Il'ich  is  good  ;  and  would  not  do  that  which  is  evih,> 
—The  confidence  indeed,  and  the  judgment  of  an 
3  n  re  gene  rate  man,  may  in  lome  fenie  be  faid  to  be 
igainft  the  fin  ;  but  his  lu  ll  is  for  it,  and  the  1  u (ts  of 
i  depravidjWill,  habitually  govern  the  man  ;  fo  that 
le  always  inclines  to  fin,  in  one  kind  or  another,  in 
one  degree  or  another,  and  dees  always  actually 
indulge  himfelf  in  fin,  except  only  when  under  fume 
fpecial  rellraints  by  fiiame  or  fear  of  punifhment — 
He  can  never  be  faid  to  bate  fin  ;  though  he  may 
hate  the  mifery  that  is  like  to  be  the  eonfequence  of 
it  :  but  he  father  hates  the  law,  that  pun  i  flies  fin — 
And  to  be  fure,  it  cannot  be  faid  of  any  unregene¬ 
rate  man,  that  he  hates  evil  and  would  do  good ,  inde¬ 
finitely  :  that  is,  that  he  hates  all  evil,  and  w  ould  do 
all  good,  without  any  difiinciion  or  referve  ;  as  the 
apoitle  here  affirms  of  himfelf. — No  !  there  is  fome 
Delilah  in  referve,  fome  bofom-luft  retained,  fome 
methods  of  vital  piety  (either  of  heart  or  life)  re¬ 
jected  by  the  greateft  proficients  in  morality  among 
the  unconverted  world.  None  but  the  truly  regen¬ 
erate  can  fay  with  David,  4  I  efieem  all  thy  precepts 
concerning  all  things,  to  be  right  ;  and  I  hate  every 
falfe  way,  Pfal.  cxix.  128. 

To  this  I  may  add,  that  it  is  the  difiinguifhing 
chara&er  of  a  child  of  God,  to  ‘  delight  in  the  law  of 
the  Lord,  after  the  inward  mad.’ — An  unregenerate 
man  may  by  the  lafhes  of  an  awakened  confcience, 
and  terrors  of  the  law,  be  kept  under  fome  flaviih 
rellraints,  and  be  forced  to  fome  fervile  endeavors 
of  obedience  :  Bur  could  he  w  ith  a  quiet  confcience, 
and  hopes  of  falvation,  enjoy  his  choice,  he  w  ould 
break  through  all  tl  efe  relhaints,  and  always  grati¬ 
fy  hislinful  and  fenfual  inclinations. — To  have  our 

O 
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.f  f  J  man,  our  very  mind  and  heart  delighted  ir 
,aw  of  God>  ,s  to  have  our  fouls  delighted  in  - 
conform, ty  to  God  ;  the  law  being  but  a  tranfcrbt 
of  his  moral  perfections.  That  is,  in  other  words 
n  is  to  love  God  himfelf,  to  delight  ourfelvesin  his 
nature  and  government  to  love  to  be  like  him  in  the 
inward  man,  having  ‘  the  law  written  on  the  tabbs 
of  our  heart,’  which  is  the  Aim  of  all  reliction  the 
whole  and  only  evidence  of  vita]  Chriftianity  all 
oaiei  marks  atld  Characters  of  a  Chriftian  indeed  be. 
ng  contained  in  it — Whence  it  is,  that  the  Pfalmjft 
lo  often  mentions  ‘  his  delight  in  God’s  command 
ments,  which  he  had  laved,’  asa  mark  of  his  upright, 
nefs.  To  unregenerate  profelTor  does  really  delict 

‘  J°  ’  r3S.  thC  h°  J  a"d  Governor  and 

.fudge  of  the  world  :  And  therefore  no  unregene  ' 

rate  perfon  can  truly  fay,  as  the  apoftle  here,  ‘I  dc. 

■  got  in  t.i e  law  of  God,  after  tlife  inward  man.’ 

,  1  l}^y  ^kewife  add,  that  it  is  the  diftinguilhinc? 

i™?"  cf  a,ehdd  of  God>  ^  groan  under  the  bum 
c.mi  o  t.,e  My  of  death,  to  long  for  deliverance  from 

it,  and  to  have  a  war  maintained  between  the  ‘  law 
o!  Ins  members,’  and  the  ‘  law  of  his  mind.’ _ Awak¬ 

ened  linners  may  groan  under  a  fenfe  of-guilt  and 
danger  ;  and  have  a  war  between  their  conference* 
and  their  lulls.  But  they  are  believers,  and  none 
hut  they,  who  groan  under  the  burden  cf  their 
heart. corruptions  j  and  after  a  further  progrefs  in 
noltnefs.— Uiirenewed  Aimers  may  have  a  ‘  law  in 
their  members,’  warring  againft  their  awakened 
confciemes  :  but  they  have  no  contrary  ‘  law  in 
their  minds,’  no  !uch  habitual  bent  of  foul,  or  hated 
and  untied  difpolition  of  their  affections,  as  has  the 
loive  of  a  iaw  with  them,  and  maintains  a  conflant 
war  with  their  inward  corruptions,  their  vain  ima¬ 
ginations,  fluful  appetites  and  paffions _ Thev  do 

indeed , love  the  Lord,  that  thus  hate  evil,  Pfal.  xeviv 
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so*  And  they  who  thus  c  fight  the  good  fight  of 
Faith/  will 4  lay  hold  on  eternal  life/  i  Tim.  vi.  12. 
[t  is  one  chara&eriftic  of  a  true  believer,  that  he  rd- 
iflsjin,  in  all  the  lufts  thereof  even  the  mo  ft  fecret, 
and  hidden  from  the  eye  of  the  world — Every  crea¬ 
ms  has  ins  antipathies  :  the  new  creature,  as  weii  as 
fny  other  ;  and  as  Jin  is  the  great  elf  contrariety  to 
rs  temper  and  tafte,  to  its  interefts  and  comforts,  the. 
Divine  nature  always  is  difpofed  to  exert  itfelt  in  an 
5ppolitton  to  indwelling  Jin,  Undying  to  mortify  it 
mere  and  more. 

f.  K  •*  .*  v  *  .  | 

3.  The  apoftle  is  here  giving  the  chara<fter  of  a 
pcvfon  who  lias  a  twofold  principle  in  him  :  the  one 
3  governing  principle,  that  may  be  called  himfelj  .« 
the  other  a  fnbdued  principle,  which  i‘s  ‘  not  he, 
but  fin  that  dwelleth  in  him.’- — Now  can  any  uuem- 
verted'yevi bn  in  the  world  truly  fay,  it  is  not  he, 
that  Uvudgreffeth  the  law,  when  the  natural  bent 
and  difpofiiion  of  his  foul  is  to  ‘  evM,  only  to  evil, 
Uid  that  continually/  notwkhflanding  all  the  re- 
ftraims  of  the  law  and  checks  of  confcience  ;  and 
when  alt  the  fins  of  his  hefrt  and  life  are  imputed 
to  him,  and  will  be  ponifhed  upon  him,  if  he  remain 
in  his  prefeiH  flare  ? — Can  any  unconverted  per  foil  in 
rive  world  fay,  that  he  himfelf  (all  in  him  which  in 
Sod's  account  can  be  called  himlelr)  ferves  the  law 
fG'xi,  though  with  Ms  fief h  (his  remaining  carnal 
aifeciions  and  appetites)  the-  law  of  Jin  ;  when  it 
is  certain,  that  every  unconverted  naan  is,  both  with 
his  mind  and  jlcjh,  a  fervemt  to  jik,  and  free  from 
Hghteoujhefs ,  as  the  apoftle  adores  us,  in  the  fixth 
Chapter  of  this  epillle,  verfes  16,  17,20. 

4.  What  jollifies  my  interpretation  beyond  alb 
reaibnable  oppofuion,  is,  that  the  apoftle  draws  that 
:6nclMfi$n  from  thofe  very  chara&ers  here  given  of 

"  There  is  therefore  now  no  condemnation 
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T  ^  Chrift  Jef^^ho  walk  not 
fhp  f  i  fl+ r1/  t!ut  after  the  (pint :  for  the  law  of 

fromP  h  '  |  /  r”  Chrift  Jefus>  hath  "tade  me  free 

f-  om  the  law  of  fin  and  death."  Chap.  viii.  r,  2._ 

oVeft,  f  d<Vre  apPear  to  lne  certain  and  un- 
queilonaoe.  One  is,  that  the  fir  It  verfe  of  this  8tl, 

chap.er  is  here  reprefented  („  plainly  as  any  thing 

a  en  erep- e  fmrd  ^  »«  »  ^ceffory  confe? 

i  ‘  ,  OI'JL1<t  "!ferenc«  from  the premi/es,  and  from 
the  4 ara£l th e  apoftk  had  there  given  of  him- 

f  -  ;  and  ,s  therefore  a  full  proof,  that  every  one 
in  the  fame  fp.ntual  date  defcribed  in  the  latter  part 
the  preceding  Chapter,  is  in  Chrift  jefus,  and 

rnrlr°m  cor,aetTination — There  is  THERE- 
p  now  no  condemnation,"  See.  Wherefore? 
bee m(e  they  who  are  in  Chrift  Jefus  are  “  freed 
from  fin,  and  do  “  not  walk  after  the  Heft,  but 

after  the  fptric,"  as  before  defcribed  :  and  particu- 

arly  becatife  “  they  themfelves  do  ferve  the  law  of 
°.  ’  ssexprciFed  in i  the  verfe  immediately  fore, 
gcjuig.  ^  This  confirti&ion  is  neceflary,  to  make  the 
connection  ot  this  verfe  with  what  went  before,  con¬ 
gruous  and  rational.  Nay,  it  is  the  confiruCtioa 
which  the  apoflle  htmfelf  purpofely  leads  us  to,  in 
tne.2d  verfe.  »  FOR  the  law  of  the  fpirit  of  life, 
in  Ourur  Jelus,  hath  made  me  free  from  the  law  of 
ft  and  death."  As  if  he  had  faid,  they  who  are  in 
i^orjt  jejus  cannor  be  under  condemnation,  fince  they 
4l*e  made  “  free  from  the  law  (from  che  dominion, 
tnough  not  from  the  remains)  of  fin  and  death 
'vv h icii  I  have  already  ihe wn  you  to  be  my  cafe,  in 
the  foregoing  description  of  my  fpiritual  {fate  and 
experience,  and  in  the  characters  I  have -given  of 
™yM'  Another  thing  that  appears  to  me.  moff  cer¬ 
tain  and  evident  is,  that  the  apollie  fpeaks  of  him- 
heie  (in  this  2d  verie  of  chapter  viii)  in 
tne  i  a  me  manner,  and  to  the  fame  purpofe,  as  he 
i poke  , of  hjnafcjf  in  the  latter  part  of  the  foregoing 


ctetp ter  V  a n d  t h a 1 1 h e fe  w o r d 5 ,  -  with  the  f oilo • 
Verfesj  are  th  ejhm  and  cmclttjhn  of  that  whole  difi. 
couffe.  This  was  the  point  the  apoftle  was  under¬ 
taking  toexplaih  •  this  the  fubjectol  the  preceding 
chapter,  as  I  have  already  fhewn  ;  in  this  he  {peaks 
tht  firj}  per  fun,  as  fn  the  former  chapter ;  this  is  a 
natural  and  rational  fammoning  up  or  drawing  the 
conclufion  of  the  whole,  “  1  he  law  of  the  ipirit  of 
life,  inChrift  Jefus,  hath  made  ME  free  from  the 
law  of  fin  and  death*” — Whence  it  follows,  that 
thofe  characters  in  the  latter  part  of  the  f event  h 
chapter,  belong  to  none  but  fuch  who  are  vn  Chrift 
fefus,  and  by  him  freed  from  condemnation ,  and 
from  the  law  of  Jin  and  death • 

And  now,  Heave  it  to  you,  fir,  to  judge,  whether 
we  have  not  realon  to  conclude,  that  the  apoftle  is 
here  fpeakingof  himfelf  when  in  a  renewed  or  rege¬ 
nerate  Hate  ;  and  thereby  repre Tenting  the  conflict, 
which  the  children  of  God  m  their  higheft  attainments 
have  with  their  remaining  corruptions  :  Since  there 
is  fo  plain  a  transition  (by  the  change  of  the  tend?) 
from  confidering  what  he  once  had  been,  to  a  repre- 
fentation  of  what  he  now  was,  at  the  time  of  writing 
-this  epiftie — Have  we  not  realon  to  conclude  this, 
when  all  (the  very  beft)  of  the  children  of  God  ,  do 
always  experience  the  fame  ftrvggle .  with  their  cor¬ 
ruptions,  as  is  here  deferibed  ?  —  May  we  not  confL 
dently  draw  this  conclufron,  when  we  find,  that  the 
characters  here  given  are  applicable  to  none  but  the5 
regenerate  only?  None  but  they  u  hate  that  whfth 
is  evif and  have  ( *  a  will  prefent  with  them  to5 
that  which  is  good.”  To  be  fare  none  but  they' 
hare  all  evil  ;  and  have  a  will  to  all  good,  without 
referve  or  diifinftion.  None  but  they  ‘‘  delight  irv 
the  law  of  the  Lord,  after  the  inward  man.”  None 
but  they  groan  tinder  the  burthen  of  (i  the  body  Qf 
cteatft;  and  maintain  a .  cten&arit « u  -war-  Wftfe  fayy 


’ 
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t°Jin  thi1^  thehV"-mbers-”-M;'y  we  not  fafely  m#k» 

find  atrfon  de  1  T*"?  when  we 

fo!H  ?  defcrlbed  under  the  influence  of  a  two- 

ft,  ,  P  ,‘;'P!.e’  caption  and  grace  ?  The  former 
obi  ought  into  fubjeaion,  that  its  aftings  are  not 

ontrarv  to  thCe  ’  *****  ife,kin*  *°  (being  ft 
contrary  to  the  new  man,  his  predominant  princmle 

according  to  which  God  accounts  of  us,  and“£f 

."I  "T ,,bl' “'l'  to  ,he„  J„S 
the  oh/  man,  or  indwelling  fin.  The  latter  having- 

ftch  an  empire  in  his  foul,  as  to  be  called  himfelf,  ft 
■  (  otvvithftanding  his  corruptions  and  the  out¬ 
let  5e  can  fZ’  “  1  nly  felf  can  ferve 

t  •  ,  ^0<^*  — *n  nne,  this  conclufion  moftcer- 

tim  thev^Vh  be  necefl’ary  and  lln(]i>cltionable, 
livered  ft  ^  ^  IP  *  reKen,:rate  who  are  de. 

gz ic,h  •t*?*  ***  -+£  « 

by  the  law  ot  the  fpint  of  life,  in  Thrift  [efts 
made  free  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death  •”  as  the 
•ipoftle  fliews  to  be  his  own  cafe,  according  to  the 
description  he  had  before  given  of  himlcl'f.  ‘To  fun 

that,v he  hc,’e,  Pfrfonates  a  profelftr  un regene- 
pnr  ’  mllil  ‘>Pon .the  whole  appear  utterly  inconfift. 
8nt.  '7  ’  fhe  Caie  here  defcribed  in  thefe-paffages  ; 
?.iu  t:  e  re  fore  luch  an  expoiition,  as  altogether  for- 
is  not  to  be  received.  rj 

.  Bl,t  ;,fttr  all,  yon  will,  perhaps,  object,  that  my 
interpretation  tends  to  make  men  fecure  and  carelefs, 
bolu  and  prejumptuous,  in  a  flateand  courfe  ai  finl 

’  anfwer,  It  is  ft  far  from  this,  that  it  has  a  di- 
rea  contrary  tendency.  It  is  a  foiemn  admonition 
to  the  children  of  God,  to  be  upon  their  guard,  fmee 
they  have  luch  a  dorneftic  enemy  to  deal  with  :  Arid 
a  fike  admonition  it  is  to  all  carelefs,  fecure,  and 
tlwmal  1111  ners,  not  to  flatter  themfelves  with  a 


ft 
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vain  .prefumptuous  hope  of  their  regenerate  ftate>  oti 
any  pretences  whatfoever* 

It  is  here  the  chara&erof  a  Chriftian  indeed,  that 
he  hates  evil,  all  evil,  without,  relerve.  If,  there- 
fore  they  who  retain  any  favorite  lud,  and  roll  it  as 
a  fweet  morfel,  under  their  tongue,  cry  peace  to 
their  fouls,  they  are  ‘  deeping  upon  the  top  of  a  malt: 
There  is  no  peace,  faith  my  God,  to  the  wicked. 
The  peace  of  inch  is  all  a  delufion  ;  and  a  molt  ialie, 
abfurd,  and  dangerous  peace* 

It  is  here  like  wife  the  chara&er  of  a  true  Chrif- 
tian,  that  he  does  not  allow  fo  much  as  his  twperjec- 
tions  ,*  that  whenthefe  obtain,  they  are  without  his 
confent,  and  againft  his  will.  Theie  are  -what  he 
would  not,  and  among  the  evils  which  lie  hates.  They 
therefore  are  entertaining  but  a  vain  dream  of  a 
fafeftate,  who  are  knowingly  and  deliberately  liv¬ 
ing  in  a  way  of  (inning,  and  who  accuftomarily  al¬ 
low  any  moral  imperfection.  They  will  certainly  in 
the  conclulion  be  rejected,  among  the  workers  of 
iniquity • 

_  Y*  *  ’  •  •  '  *  v 

Jr  is  here  alfo  reprefented  as  the  property  of  eve¬ 
ry  fincere  Chridian,  that  he  has  a  ‘  will  prefent/ 
with  him  ‘  to  that  which  is  good  /  that  ‘  lie  con- 
fents  to  the  law  that  is  good  /  and  that  ‘  he  delights 
jn  the  law  of  God  after  th«  inward  man  ;’  that  is, 
in  other  words,  (as  1  have  fhewn)  he  truly  loves 
God  and  godlinefs. — Here  is  therefore  no  foundati¬ 
on  for  them  to  think  well  of  their  date,  whole  whole 
religion  is  condrained  by  fear  ;  and  whole  heart  and 
affe<d ions  are  not  f ncerely  engaged  in  the  lervice  of 
God.  As  for  them  w  ho  love  the  world  and  their 
idols,  more  than  God  and  a  life  of  fincere  univerlal 
obedience  to  him,  fuch  are  in  the  *  bonds  of  iniqui¬ 
ty/  and  have  f  no  part  or  lot  in  this  matter. 7 


I 


— 
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fr  <**«* :  *r  «*•  j* 

•rom  the  remainders  of  his  rorruptiou  ■  an**’  ^ 
tofw  a  conftant  war  againft  the  £  r  ’  c  ?-  rnain- 
mrmtere."  What  cna  1  1  ?w  ,of  fln  m  W» 

fm- for  ‘1JC  tneotn  agement  is  there  there- 

rorefor  luch  an  one  to  hopE  AVell  of  1,;,  a,>~  u 

does  not  make  it  his  bafmeft  to  kerb  his  heart  ’  'i^ 
xvatcn  over  his  lips  and  life  .  tha/do e  1Z  ’  If 

WlSh  ®od  for  deliverance  From,  and  greater  virto  ^ 
oyer  his  corruptions  ;  and  that  does  not  look  Jnmv 

*>  -I*  grearburdS 


rnm  rif  fh  ,  e,glyen  ,n  the  barter  of  the 
U  tie  C1'nltian,  that  he  thankfully  experts  this  ,iv 

erance  only  by  fefus  Chrifl.  i'heanoie  f 
[I  »».  “Who  (hail  deli^rmeV^s 

l  thlk  T  rf  Jefus  Chnft,  our  Lord.”’,-  d. 
c  W„Hy  look  unto  God,  in.  and  through  Tdhs 
Grmft,  as  a  fure  refuge  , n  this  difficulty  ;  and  ^  the 
f  untain  of  life,  from  whence  I  may  fafely  exocrt 
!"y  n«ded:  fupplie. - All  unbeliever,  there! 


Jore  as  excluded  from  any  u^SSe  p£e^ 
ofthdHlat:’  ha'en°r'°-m  kft  tbem  t0  thlnk  well 


u  In  f  ife>  tbe  Chrvftian  here  defcribed,  is  one  who 
with  his  intrfd  does  himfelf  lerve  the  law  of  God.” 

£  t‘,‘lCl°(!S-hWr  PUt  iRt0  »>«  ™od,”  and 

,  ,trvts  wod  with  his  fpint.”  His  whole  man 

that  can  be  called  himfelf,  is  engaged  in  a  life  of 

£f<S?r“"-*T  ~  ‘h"'f ore  f„° 

Wed  ri  nPRaCe  f  ?mforr>  Which  is  here  of¬ 
fered  to  ChnlW  indeed,  who  are  grdilly  defec- 

lye,  pai  tin],  and  un Heady  in  their  obedience  •  whole 

mtms  are wavering,  and  whofe  hearts  are  divided 

betvveeuthe  for  vice  6f  God  and  their  idols'1  "A 


•  \<v 


\ ' 'C-. .  .  ,v' 
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double-minded  man  is  unftablein  all  his  ways  :  and 
let  not  that  man  think  that  he  lhall  receive  any  thing 
of  the  Lord,”  James  i.  7,  8- 

No  v,  to  conclude  this  long  letter,  I  will  only  fur¬ 
ther  obferve,  that  you  may  here  find,  in  a  fummary 
and  concife  repreientation,  the  true  characters  ot 
the  children  of  God  ;  as  well  as  matter  of  convic* 
tlon  to  thole  who  cannot,  and  of  confutation  to  thofe 
who  can,  apply  thefe  marks  to  theml  elves-  If  upon 
an  impartial  examination.,  you  can  juifify  your  claini 
to  the  characters  here  given,  let  no  man  rob  yon  of 
the  comfort  and  hope  thereby  fet  before  you-  But 
if  you  cannot  find  fuch  marks  in  yourlelf,  never  rett 
till  you  obtain  thefe  evidences  of  a  converted  hate- 

That  the.  lord  may  comfort  your  hart ,  and eftahlijh 
you  in  every  good  word  and  work,  to  do  his  will,  is 

the  prayer  of, 

Sir, 

Your 


LETTER  XI. 


Wherein  the  Moravian  and  Antinomian  DoCtrine  of 
Jollification,  in  feme  of  its  peculiar  points,  is  con/i -■* 
dered  and  refuted •  , 

SIR, 

IT  is  true  that  I  do  agree  with  the  Antinomians 
and  Moravians  in  this,  <(  The  righteoufnefs  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  alone  matter  of  our 
j  unification  before  God.”  But  I  am,  notwithftand- 
ing,  very  far  from  agreeing  with  them,  in  the 
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a  fin !  *e  r  \ ^  UV  fi ^  0  ^  n  e  on  t!lat  important  article  of 
ir.nei  s  juftifieation  by  faith  in  'Chr.fl-  n  * 

fon  yon  have  convened  with  1  "s  in  nn  vT  C  Per' 

therefore  enfim  L  ^  deraands>  1  *..11 
firence  betw  ^  and  thT  fWhM  is  the  ^ 

in  this  great  00 it M  l  °  -vour  P™f%on, 
differing  from  thei.^I Zf"  °f  °\r 

.  o-n  me  a  particular  detection  of  all  the  Morgan 
ana  Anttnorman  errors  •  Thk  u  j  ;  or  a  v. an 

2er  volume  than  I°h a ve  leifure  1 0  TT  *  iar' 
wou-C  hWs  patience  to  re  ,,  ^ 

"**  “  «*«  ***  you  hive  pTopifjj: 

condemned  a c  ^obe 

yon  fpeakof.  The  fiS," °Zl '"**  *"*«**» 
ture  of  a  lavinp  faith  u  V  '  *■  .notlon  OT  the  na- 

thev  l.rT  SJ  .  1  !le  Pecona  is,  the  part  which 

A rj;  1  g  1  r°  faith  ln  our  cation,  h  is  necef 
Vl  y  >P  c‘'der  to  let  the  affair  in  a  nmoer  1;  1  ,  * 

he  Something  particular  upon  eadulf thefe!'’ 

'  H-,e  firlf  tiling  then  to  be  confldered  is  tt,eir  n« 

J*>fe  to  tonfift  in  a  joyful  LSuafiort  of  n  hey  ^Pc 
2nd  4 12  f-urtrtle  tolnspnrc haled  fal vatic,  !  ' 
us  thi  vL  8  yr  c°unt  Zmzendorf  frequently  gives 

£  *1“  V:  ;  o£a&™g  ‘BJneve  then  ' 

has atoned  *ndJ*  * 

ry  moment;  and  know  that  you  have bee"hea>ed 
hy  bis  wounds  and  by  his  fttfpeii’*_And  the  Ant  nn 

Buans  *n  *«**»  ^  *  m,  ;ienAfSg 

*  Dfintitfi* a* the  Redemption  s/Man.  Page  1  so. 


"aith  confiils  in  a  comfortable  perfuafion  of  our  per¬ 
sonal  intereft  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. — But  then* 
m  the  contrary,  you  may  perceive  by  what  1  have 
written  to  you  on  this  fubjefi,  that  I  do  not  lup- 
x>fe  this  perfuafion  to  enter  into  the  definition  of  a 
:aving  faith  ;  nor  to  be  any  part  of  it.  It  is  what  a 
rue  believer  may  want  ;  and  an  unbelieving  and 
mpenitent  finner  may  entertain,  in  a  high  degree. 

This  is  an  affair  of  vajft  confeq.uen.ce,  and  there¬ 
fore  deferves  a  more  diftinft  and  particular  coplider. 
ition,  than  I  can  now  have  opportunity  for-  I  fhall 
lowever  attempt  to  fet.it  in  as  plain  and  familiar  a 
i&ht  as  I  can.  In  order  to  this,  it  will  be  proper 
[previous  to  my  reafoning  again  11  this  wild  opinion) 
o  premife  thefe  obfervations* 

i.  That  believers  may  have  good  fatisfadtion  of 
heir  fafe  efface,  and  full  perfuafion  of  their  intereltiri 
thrift,  from  their  experience  of  zvjork  of  grace  \n 
heir  hearts  ;  and  from  the  fruits  of  faith,  in  their 
affedlions  and  converfations.  It  is.  juft  reafoning, 
rom  the  nature  of  the  fruit,  to  the  quality  of  the 
ree  that  bears  it*  If  therefore  a  man  finds  in  him- 
elf  a  habitual,  predominent  defire  after  the  Lord 
fefus  Chrift:,  as  the  portion  of  his  foul,  and  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  his  hope  ;  if  he  feels  his  fins  to  be  the 
xirthen  of  his  foul,  what  he  hates  without  re- 
erve,  what  he;  drives,  watches,  and  prays  ngainft, 
and  never  willingly  and  deliberately  indulges  ;  if 
le  delights  himfeif  in  the  Lord,  in  near  approach¬ 
es  to  him,  and  communion  with  him  in  his  or¬ 
dinances;  if  he  knows  it  to  be  the  bent  and  dif- 
pofition  of  his  foul,  to  approve  himfeif  to  God  in 
i  life  of  fpiritual-mindednefs,  and  in  all  holy  con- 
verfation  and  gcdlinefs,  in  felf- denial,  in  piety  to¬ 
wards  God,  in.  righteoufnefs,  and  charity. towards 
ueu  :  Though  he  may  yet  groan  under  many  dif- 


allowed  imperfeftions,  he  neverthelefs  may  be 
and  ought  to  be  perfuaded  of  his  interett  in  Chrift  - 
and  give  the  praife  and  glory  of  thefe  divine  influ! 
erices  upon  his  foul,  to  the  blefled  author  of  them, 
i  his  is  the  ordinary  and  Handing  evidence  to  the 

children  of  God,  of  the  fafety  of  "their  Hate _ By 

this  they  have  a  comfortable  and  joyful  perfuafion, 
that  he  who  has  begun  a  good  work  in  them,  will 
perform  it  to  the  day  of  Chrift — By  this  the  children 
of  God  are  manifeft ,  both  to  themfelves  and  others. 
In  this  fenfe  then,  I  do  not  deny  to  believers  a  per- 
fuaJion%  or  manifestation  of  their  own  good  eftate* 
This  perfuafion  is  what  they  Ihould  by  no  means  con¬ 
tentedly  reft  fhort  of.  It  is  greatly  needful,  not 
only  to  their  comfort  and  hope,  but  to  their  ferving 
God  with  the  difpolltions  becoming  children,  with 
enlargement  of  foul,  and  with  chearfulnefs  and  de¬ 
light. — But  then  you  muft  remember,  that  this  per- 
fuafion  is  not  faith:  but  arifes  from  the  fruits  and 
efte&s  of  faith  upon  the  foul,  and  is  what  may  (fome- 
trmes  at  lead)  be  wanting  in  the  bed  of  the  children 
of  God. — I  mud  dill  further  obferve, 

2^  That  God  is  fometimes  pleafed,  in  a  more 
fpecial  and  peculiar  manner,  to  fhed  abroad  his  love 
in  the  hearts  of  believers,  by  his  holy  Spirit,  with 
Inch  luperior  light  and  evidence ,  that  their  gracious 
lincerhy,  fo  confequently  their  intere  d  in  Chrid, 
and  their  title  to  the  eternal  inheritance,  can  at 
inch  times  be  no  ways  doubtful  and  quedionable  to 
them. — “  ]  he  Spirit  of  God  witnefTeth  with  their 
fpirits,  that  they  are  his  children.  And  they  are 
fealed  with  the  holy  Spirit  of  promife.” — In  this 
cafe,  as  in  the  other  before  mentioned,  their  com¬ 
fortable  perfuafion  ot  their  intereft  in  Chrid  arif¬ 
es  from  r»  evident  difeovery  of  the  exercife  of 
the  graces  of  his  blefled  Spirit.  Plerein  this  joy- 
iul  perfuafion  in  both  cafes  agrees,  that  k  is  reafon- 


[  i8i  ] 

We  and  well  grounded.  1  lie  (pint  of  God  a$ver 
erfuades  the  foul  to  believe  a  truth  without  its  pro? 
>er  evidence  ;  nor  can fes  the  believer  to  rt-jmce 
/ithout  rational  grounds  and  motives — But  the.i 
his  latter  perfuajion  differs  from  that  before  men- 
oned,  in  thefe  following  refpeds  :  It  is  produce  d 
i  the  foul  with  an  incomparably  prongcr  and  dear- 

r  light _ In  the  other  cafe,  fatisfadion  is  obtained 

ya  feries  ofreafoning,  refledion,  awd  folf  examina- 
ion  ;  diftindly  confldering  the  Scripture  rule,  and 
omparing  it  with  the  date,  circumftances,  and  ler- 
led  habit  of  the  foul.  Whereas,  in  this  calc,  the 
oul  has  fo  clear  a  view  and  confcioufnefs  of  its  pre- 
ent  exercife  of  faith  in  Chuff,  and  love  to  God,  that 
11  clouds  are  uifperfed,  all  mills  and  darkneis  va- 
ifh  ;  and  there  is  no  room  left  for  doubts  and  r\  f- 
iving  thoughts  :  But  the  foul  fees  itfeiY  fafe  in  the 
ands  of  Chrift  ;  and  can  reft  there  with  the  greats 
ft  alacrity  and  pleafnre — Moreover,  as  this per/ita* 
'on,  which  I  am  now  fpeaking  of,  makes  its  way 
ito  the  foul  with  much  greater  light,  fo  it  has  a 
much  quicker  and  more  fudden  production.  The  foul 
>  not  exercifed  in  this  cafe,  for  months  or  years  to¬ 
other,  with  difficult  enquiries  into  its  own  ftate  : 
ut  at  once,  before  it  is  aware,  overcomes  all  its 
ears,  by  feeling  the  pofteiTion  snd  influence  of  the 

races  and  confolations  of  the  Spirit  of  God _ -I  may 

et  add,  that  this  perfuapon  is  accompanied  with 
ichunfpeakable  joy,  as  thofe  (even  believers  them- 
slves)  cannot  have  any  idea  of,  who  have  not  thus 
ofl cd  that  the  Lord  is  gracious-  The  divine  light 
lines  into  the  foul  with  a  tranfporting  and  raviffimg 
nergy,  till  it  is  as  it  were  loft  in  a  joyful  aftonifh- 
lent.  By  this  the  world  vaniflies  out  of  light,  and 
eath  iifelflofes  its  terrors  ;  by  this  the  martyrs 
ave  been  enabled  to  ling  in  the  flames,  and  molt 
>y fully  to  triumph  over  all  that  is  frightful  and  dif- 
•effing  to  nature. — To  which  I  may  alfo  add,  that 
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this  joyful  perfuafon,  of  which  I  now  fpeak,  has  a 
transforming  efficacy  on  the  foul,  who  is  the  happy 
iubjeftofit.  It  purifies  the  heart,  and  promotes 
coniormity  to  God  :  it  humbles  the  foul  to  nothing 
m  its  own  eyes  ;  bows  it  to  an  ablblute  fubjedion  to 
tne  will  of  God  ;  and  excites  in  it  the  moft  vigorous 
fxsrafe  of  the  graces  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  duties  of 
Uinftianity  :  iLffecfts,  which  at  leaft  are  not  fo  fen- 
ho^y  pi  educed,  and  in  luch  a  degree,  by  the  fatis- 
fattion  which  the  loul  obtains  of  its  own  good  flare 
in  the  method  firft  mentioned*  I  have  inlifled  the 
longer  upon  thefe  heads,  to  obviate  all  mifappre- 
henfions  of  what  I  have  yet  to  offer  :  And  to 1  the 
fame  purpofe  I  mud  add  once  more, — 

3*  J  hat  we  can  have  no  other  claim  to  accept¬ 
ance  with  God,  hut  by  the  rightcoufnefs  of  Chrift 
imputed  to  us,  and  receded  by  faith  :  And  there¬ 
fore,  that  we  can  have  no  juft  perfuafon  of  our  be¬ 
ing  in  favor  with  God,  but  from  our  inter  eft  in,  and 
dependence  upon  his  riglneoufnefs,  as  the  matter  of 
our  juft  if  cation*  It  is  only  on  account  of  what 
Chriff  has  done  and  differed  for  us,  that  we  are 
jufifed  before  God  and  intitled  to  eternal  falvation. 
—  It  is  only  by  faith,  that  we  are  inrerefte'd  in  this 
i  i  gin  eouf  nc  i  s*-— -  An  ci  it  is  only  by  the  evidence  c  t  our 
having  a  true  unfeigned  faith,  that  we  can  fafely  en¬ 
joy  the  fatisfaflion  and  comfort  of  ajuftified  ft  ate.- _ 

That  we  cannot  be  juftiiied  before  God  by  our  own 
fincere  obedience  either  to  the  law  of  nature,  or  to 
any  imaginary  law  of  grace,  or  even  by  faith  itfelf, 
as  it  is  an  acrt  of  obedience,  or  any  other  way  what¬ 
soever,  but  by  the  imputation  of  the  righteoufnefs 
of  Chrift  to  us,  and  on  the  account  of  what  he  did 
and  differed  (or  us,  will  appear  from  the  following 
condderations. 

This  appears  evidently  true,  in  that  nothing  can 
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be  the  matter  of  our  juftiiication  before  God,  but 
what  is  a  proper  and  adequate  atonement  and  pro¬ 
pitiation  for  our  fins. —  I  hat  6  we  have  all  finned, 
and  come  Pnort  of  the  glory  of  God/  is  a  truth 
evident,  both  from  the  light  of  nature  and  revela¬ 
tion _ That  God  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty , 

has  the  fame  evidence  and  certainty.  Infinite  juf- 
tice  and  holinef*  cannot  look  upon  thofe  to  be  juft, 
who  are  under  the  guilt  of  bn,  and  the  damning 
fentence  of  the  law —  There  is  therefore  a  neceifi- 
t)',  that  the  difhonor  done  to  God  by  our  iins  be 
repaired,  and  the  penal  demands  of  his  broken  law 
be  fulfilled  ;  that  our  .guilt,  may  be  removed  from 
us,  and  God  be  juft  in  jufltfying  the  ungodly*  How 
elfe  would  the  "fudge  of  all  the  earth  do  right ,  in  de¬ 
claring  the  firmer  righteous,  while  he  remains  under 
the  pollution  and  guilt,  both  of  original  and  aftual 
fin  ?- — As  far  then  as  our  obedience  confidered  in  it. 
ft  If,  can  aofwer  thofe  ends,  fo  far  it  may  conduce 
to  our  ) unification  before  God  ;  and  no  farther — 
If  we  can  anfwer  the  demands  of  the  juffice  and  law 
of  God  for  our  pall  tins  ;  if  we  can  pay  ten  thou- 
fiaud  talents  with  lefs  than  nothing  ;  and  if  by  com* 
mining  new  fin  (as  we  always  do  in  the  heft  of  our 
imperfect  obedience)  we  can  fatisfy  for  our  former 
flu  and  guilt,  and  fo  difeharge  the  old  fcore  ;  then 
may  our  obedience  be  confidered  as  the  condition 
'of  our  jollification  before  God.— -Whereas,  if  nei¬ 
ther  our  legal  nor  our  evangelical  obedience  can  do 
any  fining  at  all  towards  this  ;  but  (as  coming  from 
a  finful  nature,  and  mixed  with  finful  imperfection) 
V'  hi  acid  to  the  debt,  and  increafe  the  weight  of  our 
guilt,  then  it  is  certain,  that  that  cannot  be  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  a  ftnner’s  juilificatipn,  nor  the  condition  of 
our  acceptance  with  Got! — Whence  we  may  con¬ 
clude  with  the  apoftle,  that  ‘  Chrifl  Jefus  is  let 
forth  to  be  a  propitiation,  through  faith  in  his 
blood/  that  ‘  his  righteoufnefs  may  be  declared, 


for  the  remiffion  of  our  fins,’  in  order  that  ‘  Got 

be  juft,  and  the  juftifier  of  him  which  believed 
injefus.’  Rom.  iii.  25,  16. 

Here  can  therefore  he  no  room  at  all  for  that  pi  e 
tence,  1  hat  the  obedience  of  Chrift  has  purchafct 
■  or  us  a  ddpenlmg  aft  of  grace,  that  our  fincen 
obedience  lii all  on  this  account  be  accepted  indeac 
of  the  per! eft  obedience  demanded  by  the  law  of  na. 
tore  ;  and  that  we  are  accordingly  juftified  by  our 
evangelical  obedience,  our  faith  and  repentance 
-nd  our  Sincere  endeavors  after  a  conformity  to  the 
"  til  of  God.  For  by  whatever  price  thefe  terms 
<>i  our  juitmcntion  be  procured  for  us,  that  obedience 
immediately  by  which  (according  to  that  notion) 
we  are  juftified,  is  cur  own  right e oufnefs :  and 
therefore  cannot  intiile  us  to  any  jufiifi'cation  be- 
fore  God,  mentioned  in  fciipture.  Not  to  that  ref. 
peeled  by  the  law  :  For  that  is  only  propofed  on 
coiioition  of  perfect?  obedience.  Not  to  that  ref- 
p.Cico  by  the  g  of  pel  .*  lor  that  is  the  purification  0  f ' 
/or  urgoaly,  by  a  not  imputing  their  iniquity ,  but  im¬ 
puting  in  them  right  eoujhefs  without  works.  (Rom. 
JV0  Whereas,  according  to  this  imagination,  it 
muff  be  by  a  vindication  of  our  own  fincerity  ;  and 
in^  virtue  of  our  own  evangelical  righteoufnefs 
v.  hich  mult  therefore  be  proportioned  to  the  de¬ 
mands  of  juf) ice,  or  leave  us  open  to  the  curies  of 
tiie  law— How  much  fafer  therefore  would  it  be 
(with  the  p.pofHe j  to  difclaim  all  ‘  our  own  righteouf. 
neb-,’  that  we  may  be  veiled  with  that  ‘  righteouf. 
ntfs  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift,  the  i  i<>ht- 
eoulncfs  which  ;s  of  God  by  faith  !’  Phil,  iii,  g.  ^ 

Befides,  how  can  our  fincere  obedience  juftify  us, 

"  lien  v.  e  can  have  no  gracious  fincerity  and  there- 
fi  re  no  true  obedience ,  until  the  moment  in  which 
v  e  are  aftually  jujiifed  d—1  think,  all  mult  allow, 
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who  is  united  to  Chrift  by  faitn,  fix  uL  l,ie 
fame  time. iuititied  in  the  fight  of  God*  .  Fen  we 
are  4  accepted  in  the  beloved  : — I  here  is  no  con¬ 
demnation  to  them  which  are  in  Chrift  JdusF-— 
And  it  is  moil  certain,  that  we  can  have  no  gra¬ 
cious  linearity,  before  we  are  united  to  C drift  by 
faith  unfeigned-  £  As  the  branen  cannot  bear  fruit 
of  id  elf,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine  ;  no  more  can 
ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me.  He  mat  abide  th  in  me, 
and  I  in  him,  bringeth  forth  much  i rtiit^ :  l  01  with¬ 
out  me  yg  can  do  nothing,’  John  xiv.  4,  ^.--rrom 
whence  it  is  evident,  that  no  man  can  exeicife  gra¬ 
cious  fincerity  in  performing  any  good  works,  un¬ 
til  he  be  in  a  juftified  ftaie  :  and  confequently  fin- 
cere  obedience,  either  to  the  law  or  gotpel,  cannot 
be  the  condition  of  our  jollification  bsfore  God*— 
The  fir  ft  exercife  of  laving  faith  unites  us  to  Chrift ; 
and  is  the  immediate  foundation  both  of  our  jollifi¬ 
cation  and  of  our  fincere  obedience*— I  here  is  not 
a  moment  of  time  palfes  between  the  firft  adl  of  true 
faith,  and  our  juilification  :  and  coniequently  not  a 
moment  of  time  for  the  pra&ice  of  fincere  obedience, 
before  we  are  united  to  Chrift,  and  thereby  juftified 
in  the  fight  of  God.  Now  it  is  impoflible,  that  our 
fincere  obedience  Ihould  be  both  the  condition  and 
the  confequence  of  cur  jollification. 

I  might  add  to  this,  that  if  the  Scriptures  aferibe 
all  the  fpiritual  benefits  we  are  partakers  of,  either 
in  this  world  or  that  to  come,  to  the  rlghieoufinefis  of 
Chrift  only ,  then  our  obedience ,  either  to  the  law  or 
gofpel,  can  have  no  hand  in  our  juJFification  before 
God.  If  all  laving  mercy  flow  to  us  from  that  foun¬ 
tain  only,  there  can  none  flow  to  us  from  any  other. 
And  it  appears  plainly  the  whole  defign  and  tenor  of 
the  gofpel,  to  illuftrate  this  biefled  truth  to  us* — 
Though  I  cannot  now  enlarge  upon  this  head,  I 
will  juft  mention  a  few  inftances  to  exemplifyk.— Ic 
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;; lrocm  c!lrift’s  righteoufi.efs  alone,  that  we-receiv, 

r  s  i"  l0'Eir  nrf!  Ro»  ""  6 

/elsnf  rf '  ^  DaVld  alfo  bribed  the  bteiTed 
IZ  the.'™>  ™to  whom  God  impute*  riohte 
tunels  w/Ao«/  works,  Lying,  Bleffed  are  *’th« 

ed'  Blefloi"eHare  f°rgiven’  '"hofe  «e  cover 
impute  fi  ’’  P  eunian!  10  Wh0m  the  will  no, 
Kom  v  i  n  (<B>  th‘Sa,yne  we  are  made  righteous, 
h.  i  P\  !ne  obedience  of  one,  fhall  manv 
c  made  righteous.”— By  this  alone  we  are  acquit* 

‘  31ld  fr«d  from  condemnation,  Rom. 

,  ■  1  heTe  ,s  therefore  now  no  condemnation 

'rlo™uZZ  7  T  Chrfift  -  are 

Ie;ns  r.  tdn’  „vv h“  hafh  reconciled  us  to  himfelf  by 

'•  ccefs  in  ifh'  By  th'S  WC  have  Peace  with  God, 

irfeter  a  7  8r“»0US  prcfcilce’  and  joyful  hopes 

m.  d  fi  5  ?ry‘r  ■Ro’n-  v-  2-  “  Therefore  be- 

■  j  Ted  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God 

'2rar  V1  J^L“S  Chrilt  5  by  whom  alfo 
,  atce(s  ,nto  this  grace  wherein  we  ttand 
and  Rejoice  m  hope  of  the  glory  of  God.”— 
By  tms  we  are  heirs  of  eternal  life.  Rom.  v.  2I. 

i  na t  as  (in  hath  reigned  unto  death,  even  fo  might 
grace  reign  through  righteoufnefs,  unto  eternal  life, 
ny  Jcius  Chrilt  our  Lord.”— -The  bleffed  hope  we 

.!■  e  looking  for,  is  therefore  called  the  hope  of  right- 
Qufncjs,  Cal.  v.  c.  J  A 

,  ^  0my  tnat  if  the  Scriptures  do  exnrefs- 
]y  exciuc*f  lll‘  our  own  righteoufnefs,  and  all  our 
own  wonts,  from  any  hand  in  our  j  unification,  we 
.ii'o  iDouio  i  enounce  them  all  ;  and  depend  noon  the 
nyhteouiiiels  of  Chrift  only.  For  this  fee  Tit.  iii. 
fy  “  iXot  5)-V  vv’orks  of  righteoufnefs  which  u-e  have 
done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  he  fared  us.” 
Konniv.  5.  “  J  o  him  that  worketh  not,  butbe- 
jicvLi/i  on  him  that  jufbheth  the  ungodly,  his  faith 
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is  coimted  for  righteoufsi”  Th  efe  things  are  io 
plainly  and  evidently  the  fcope  and  defign  of  the 
whole  New  Teftament,  that  ail  the  artful  evafions 
of  thole,  who  would  go  about  to  efiabhjh  theh "  ovjn 
righteoufnefs,  and  rob  Chrill  ol  the  honour  of  their 
jullification and  ialvation,fhould  be  r ejected  with  ab 
horrence — In  fine,  let  me  intreat  you,  fir,  always  to 
remember,  that  6i  both  the  law  and  the  piopnets 
witnefs  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  which  is  by  faith 
of  Jefus  Chriit,  unto  all  and  upon  all  them  that  be¬ 
lieve,”  Rom.  iii.  21,  22 — That  “  CUrift  is  the  end 
of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs,  to  every  one  that  be- 
lieveth,”  Rom.  x.  4.  And  that  ‘  being  juflitied  by 
his  blood,  we  fliall  be  laved  from  wrath  through 
him/  Rom.  v.  9. 

\ou  will  pardon  me,  that  I  have  fo  long  delayed 
your  expectations.-— I  thought  it  necelfary,  not  only 
to  clear  the  way  before  me,  that  you  may  lee  in  what 
fenfe  I  oppofe  the  Antinomian  dreams,  and  Moravi¬ 
an  dotages :  but  alfo  to  offer  fame  precautions  that 
you  may  not  fall  upon  Scy  11a,  while  you  avoid  Cha- 
rybdis ;  but  if eer  your  way  fafe  between  the  two  ex* 
tremes* 

By  all  that  I  have  now  faid  you  may  perceive, 
that  the  queflion  between  us  and  the  Moravians  or 
Antinomians  is  not.  —  Whether  believers  may  have, 
and  fhould  feek  to  have  a  comfortable  perfuajlon  of 
their  interell  in  Chriii  ?  To  doubt  of  this,  would  be 
at  once  to  contradict  the  flrongelt  atteftations  there¬ 
to  in  the  word  of  God,  and  the  happy  experience  of 
ins  children.— Nor  is  it  the  queflion,  Whether  we 
are  jujiifitd  by  any  attaiinnents  of  our  own  ?  To 
fuppofe  this,  were  we  to  counteract  the  whole  defign 
of  the  gofpel  ;  and  to  bring  the  greatdl  contempt 
upon  the  Redeemer’s  merits  and  righteoufnefs. — - 
But  the  queflion  is,  Whether  a  true  faving  faith 
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3  tffaafvm  of  our  perfonal  aftual  inlere 
'■<;  and  that  he  will  beftow  his  eternal  falva 

t!0.i  upon  us  in  particular  ?  W  hether  there  may  no 
be  a  trong  perfuajion  of  *  juftified  ft  ate,  without  atl, 

avin£,/^  ’  ,ar‘a'  3  C1'ue  laving  faith,  withou 
t  h  span  icula  r  perfuajion  of  a  juftified  ItuCe  f  —If  thi 

°’h  m®n  may  ^ave  this  perfuajion  while  in 
ot  guilt  and  condemnation,  and  if  God’s  0 wr 
oear  children  may  be  in  doubts  and  darknefs,  with 
reaped  to  them  Hate,  it  neceffarily  follows,  that  this 
oi  avian  and  Antinomian  doftrine  is  a  moft  danger 
oils  miftake  and  delufion.  This  matter  therefore 
curves  to  be  particularly  confidered. 

r  rTh«  ™er}  n,ay  he  ftrongly  terfuadtd  of  the 
Jaf Hy  °!  £nelr  Irate,  while  remaining  under  puilt 
a n d  condemnation,  appears  from  fuch  conllderauons 

,  ^ £i!is  PsrJuaf‘0»  may  be  entertained  by  thofe  who 
nave  never  been  emptied  of  their felffifficiency,  nor 
«  .u  had  any  fenlible  difeovery  of  their  loft,  imp*. 
tc:nt,  and  helplefs  ftate,  it  certainly  cannot  be  a  true' 
fivmg  faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  That  this 

’e>  ls  evident  from  the  nature  of  things. _ 

here  can  be  no  reafon  affigned,  why  fuch  may  not 
oe  capable  to  entertain  a  ftrong  opinion  of  their  own 
good  hate,  who  have  never  difeovered  how  had 
how  dangerous,  and  miferable  their  ftate  by  nature 
f-  I  hat  this  has  been,  is  evident  from  Scripture. 

Laodicea  thought  herfelfrich  and  encreafed  in 
goods  ;  and  to  have  need  of  nothing,  when  fhe  was 
poor,  and  miferable,  and  wretched,  and  blind,  na- 
^ch  there  have  always  been,  who  ‘  think 
t  ienif elves  lomething,  when  they  are  nothing,  and 
deceive  themfdyes.’— And  that  fuch  have  not  a 
unc  faith  in  Chrift,  whatever  perfuajion  they  enter¬ 
tain,  ts  evident,  in  that  men  cannot  come  to  Chrift 
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for  that  which  they  do  not  feel  the  want  of  5  ncr 
can  thev  feel  the  want  of  deliverance  from  that  lok 
and  miferable  ftate,  which  they  have  never  had  a 
fenfible  difcovery  of.  ‘  The  whole  need  not  the 
phvlician.’  It  is  alfo  evident,  in  that  laving  faith  is 
a  dependence  upon  Chrift  alone  for  falvanon.  _  i  or 
it  is  impoflible  to  depend  upon  Chrift  alone,  ano  yet 
to  depend  partly  upon  ourfelves  for  ialvation  ;  as 
ail  fuch  necelfarily  do,  that  have  never  felt  their 
own  impotent  and  loft  condition.  'I  he  Antinomi- 
ans  I  know,  difdaim  all  pretenfions  to  felf-depend- 
ence.  But  whence,  I  befeech  them,  are  the  tower¬ 
ing  imaginations  of  the  divine  favour,  which  fome 
of  them  entertain,  while  they  have  never  been  bro¬ 
ken  under  the  fenfe  of  their  fin  and  mifery,  never 
humbled  nor  loft,  nor  driven  to  Chrift  as  a  refuge 
for  guilty  finners  ;  but  from  an  high  opinion  of 
thenifelves  ?  Whence  do  they  thank  Cod  that  they 
are  not  as  other  men  ;  but  from  fotne  imaginary 
qualifications  of  their  own  ?  If  they  pretend  to  no 
other,  they  may  ftill  build  upon  this,  tuat  they  have 
a  perfuafion  Chrift  will  fave  them  ;  and  To  they  make 
that  perfuajim  their  righteouineis,  and  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  their  hope  ot  Ialvation*  And  this  is  hul 
further  evident,  from  the  exprefs  declaration  of 
our  blefled  Saviour,  that  he  ‘  came  not  to  call  the 
righteous,  but  finners  to  repentance.’— Inafmifth 
therefore  as  fuch  felf  righteous  perfons  may  have 
the  ftrongeft  perfuafion  of  their  own  jifftification  by 
Chrift,  and  yet  have  no  intereft  in  him,  whatever 
perfuafion  they  entertain,  fince  he  came  not  to  cad 
them,  while  fuch,  to  repentance,  it  is  inoft  evident, 
that  this  perfuafion  cannot  be  a  faring  faith— 
Moreover, 

If  this  perfuafion  may  be  entertained  by  thofe  who 
are  under  the  power  and  dominion  of  their  fins,  i  t 
cannot  bs  a  favvag  faith — That  this  may  be,  is  too 
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evident  from  our  conftant  obfervatiou  Wi 
*?e  more  tenacioufly  perfiiaded rf  S'  ~  V  h°  c« 
jah’ation  by  Chrift,  than  many  of  ourTareS'”^ 

u“-  “  °f  *.  d.vii.cr"rVr! 

) 

mrJ  arife  from  and  ML 
tfeiX?  tb;ha  favlnit/^—I  think,  no  n  n 
and  i^uX’ rdi  e  Produihonaofonr  own  proud 
v  op  of  p’  1^  ,‘e  eem  wKi  nucreft  us  in  rhe-fa 

VI  :  Si*™  *»  '■>  .!>•  pro . rl  r 

inchKi  f  A  ttave  ™>™rous  inihnces  , 

fro  ,  I  •fcr,ptUre>  who  entertained  this  p,^U 
%  :  t!lel*-^n,  haughty  opinion  of  thenfckS 
were  Koran  and  his  company.  ‘  All  th*  <o- 

iX!;xvb^ (fay  th^  on;*^. 

bv  kvVf  y  ,n  the  propltet,  who  fair  I,  ‘Stan. 
,tf)n  '  •'  o’  C.0a!e  n0t  nsar  i:,e  ;  for  i  ain  holier  tha 

1  Plllrif". 

t,1Jt  «e  was  nor  as  other  men  A-n  <•„  . 
were  the  body  of  Jcwkli  ruler.  ,  n  :  *UC‘ 
time  <  w  '  u  J  1,.n,Jers»  ,n  our  Savjour^ 
line.  \V  e  nave  one  Father  /ru,,  \ 

r ' n,j  >  a  1  y  •  1  A  («ay  tney)  ever 

:vt  ”J 

/*  i  ,  ai e  at  this  time  too  mnv 

"h"  •«»  «f  .h“n"o2 

A  C  «f>«  Of  thf.r  jiill'Sc.J  an<|  of  *J 

.’'•s  J  y-’j  "liofe  hiohdt  attainments  in  rtb-non  ;s 

■J1 ‘,7ft  m-Wcrvea, ha,  they 

Of  their  .L7'in,e?arr;hiS.  b;«e;* 
tl'  -ir  -inZ  1  r  ’  r  pir/iuion  heighten* 

!•<  ih  :  Pl  !f  T‘  f"  °f,li,e,r  Srf:lt  attainments  in 

;;  ;  A,,k1  Mm»  they  go  on,  in  an  unhappy 

‘  J"d  pr‘j£  artd  frli  exaltation.  Now,  can  any 
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pretend,  that  a  faying  faith  eonfiils  in  pride,  and  fu- 
percilious  vanity  of  mind  ! — I  may  yet  add, 

If  fuch  a  perfuajion  may  be  a  diabolical  fnggeflion 
and  helllfh  delufion,  it  cannot  be  a  laving  faitlu — 
This  confeauence  cannot  be  difpnted  by  any,  that 
allow  a  difference  between  light  and  darknefs,  be¬ 
tween  Christ  and  Belial,  between  the  influences 
of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  the  delufions  of  the  devil. 
And  I  think,  it  will  be  allowed  by  all,  that  the  de¬ 
vil  has  power,  craft,  and  malice  enough,  thus  to 
impofe  upon  poor  unwary  finners,  and  delude  th.  m 
into  tranfports  of  joy,  for  which  they  have  no  folid 
grounds.  That  he  may  do  fo,  is  confirmed  by  the 
apoftle,  who  tells  us,  that  *  Satan  himfelfis  trans¬ 
formed  into  an  angel  of  light.’  That  he  does  fo  in 
fad,  is  too  often  exemplified  in  the  high  rapturous 
joys  of  fome,  who  are  openly  and  villbly  irreligious. 
—I  iubjoin  once  more, 

If  fuch  a  perfuajion  may  be  entertained  by  thole 
who  embrace  the  moll  dangerous  and  damnable 
hcrejies ,  it  cannot  be  a  faving  faith .  That  there 
may  be  fuch  herefies  as  are  utterly  inconfiflent  with 
faving  faith,  we  are  certain,  both  from  the  nature 
of  things,  and  from  the  exprefs  words  of  the  apoftle, 
who  informs  us  of  fuch  who  Jhall  be  left  tojlrong 
delufions ,  to  believe  a  lie-.y  that  they  may  all  be  damned . 
And  conftant  experience  has  convinced  us,  that  the 
wrorft  heretics,  which  have  ever  affiided  and  infec¬ 
ted  the  church,  have  the  mod  undoubted  perfuajion 
of  their  intereft  in  Chrift  ;  and  of  the  love  and  fa¬ 
vour  of  God  to  them.  Now,  can  fuch  as  rhefe  have 
a  faving  faith  P 

From  every  one  of  thefe  particulars  it  appears, 
that  men  may  entertain  fuch  a  perfuajion  of  an  adu- 
al  intereft  in  Chrift,  as  is  falfe  in  fad*  And  I  think, 
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t.icrc  Gjinnot  need  any  arguments  to  convince  you 
that  believing  a  lie  is  not  the  frith  e/  Cod’s  eleci 
which  gtves  a  title  to  falvation.  This  then  appears 
unqueiiiunably  true,  that  there  may  be  a  ftrong* 
pi erjuafion  of  a  jollified  (late,  without  faving 

* 

And  it  is  equally  certain,  that  there  may  be  a  fav. 
!nS 'Jatf  without  this  perfuajion  of  an  aclual  intereft 
m  Chrift.  I  need  not  fay  much  to  make  this  appear 
*n  a  convincing  light. 

If  this  perfuajion  be  no  where  found  in  Scripture 
to  belong  to  the  defeription  of  a  faving  faith,  a  man 
may  be  a  true  believer  without  it.  This  muft  be 
allowed  to  be  a  neceffary  confcquence,  if  there  'be 
any  true  and  juft  defeription  of  a  faving  faith  in  the 
Bible.  And  I  think,  I  may  confidently  affirm,  that 
this  perfmifion  of  our  intereft  in  Chrift,  that  he  will 
fave  us  in  particular,  or  that  we  are  aftually  juftified 
by  his  righteoufnefs,  is  no  where  found  in  Scripture, 
to  be  any  part  of  the  defeription  of  a  faving  faith. 
And  there  may  conlequently  be  a  true  faith  without 
it.  Befides, 

This  joyful  perfuafion  of  our  intereft  in  Chrift  and 
our  juftified  ftate,  is  confidered  in  the  Scriptures  as 
the  fruit  and  confluences  of  a  faving  faith — ‘  Be¬ 
ing  juftified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God — 
believing  we  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full 
of  glory.’  Whence  it  follows,  that  faith  may  and 
muff  exift  before  it  can  bring  forth  fruit  ;  and  that 
this  perfuafion  cannot  be  both  faith  itfelf,  and  the 
fruit  or  effeft  of  it  too  ;  and  confequently,  that  there 
may  be  a  true  faith  without  this  perfuafion,  whereof 
I  am  treating.  I  further  add, 

1  he  in  fiances  of  dark  and  deferted  believers 7  in 
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Scripture,  and  the  many  prcmifea  and  encourage- 
ments  given  to  fuch,  do  plainly  and  hilly  prov/>  (lMt 
a  t r u e  fed th  may  exid  w i c h o u i  i h i s  p r rju afm n •  »  n e s  c 
may  be  true  believers,  ‘who  tear  the  Lord,  ana 
obey  the  voice  of  his  lervants,  that  walk  in  ciai  kinds 
and  fee  no  light/  that  are  ready  to  conclude,  ‘  t  m 
Lord  hath  forlaken  them,  and  their  God  hatn  io»  • 
gotten  them  ;  who  are  yet. ‘  graven  upon  the  palms 
of  his  hands  /  and  encouraged  ‘  to  hope  in  the  Lord, 
as  the  health  of  their  countenance  and  their  God.’ 


In  fine,  if  we  may  receive  the  Lord  Jefus  Chtift 
upon  the  terms  of  the  gofpel,  without  a  joyful  per- 
fuajion  of  our  own  good  It  ate,  we  may  have  a  laving 
faith  without  it.  1  his  conlequence  cannot  be  oppoied, 
bee au fe  receiving  the  Lord J efuiChrjt ,  is  the  gofpel- 
defeription  of  slaving  faith.  _  And  that  we  may  thus 
receive  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrid  without  this  joyful 
perfuafion  of  our  own  intereft  in  him, may  be  eviden¬ 
ced  by  a  variety  of  arguments. 

This  is  evident  from  the  nature  of  things, in  that  the 
a£l  muff  neceffarily  precede  the  evidence  of  it :  and 
confequently  our  fird  receiving  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrid  mud  neceffarily  precede  our  knowledge  or 
grounded  perfuafion  of  it ;  or  elfe  we  mud  be  per- 
fuaded  of  a  non  entity,  of  what  is  falfe  in  fad,  and 
jud  as  different  from  a  Living  faith,  as  any  other 
whatfoever. 


Th  is  is  likewife  evident,  that  our  receiving  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrid,  and  our  perfuafion  of  an  intered 
in  him,  are  two  very  different  adls  of  the  mind, 
which  no  ways  imply  each  other.  It  is  one  ad  of 
the  mind,  heartily  to  confent  to  the  gofpel  offer  ; 
and  another  ad  of  the  mind,  quite  different  and  dif- 
tind,  to  entertain  a  joyful  perfuafion,  that  this  con¬ 
tent  flows  from  gracious  Gnceritv-  The  former 

Q. 
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may,  and  often  does  exift  without  the  latter  •  ™ 
tnemore  Chnft  may  be  received  by  faith,  wither 
le  ferfuaJion  of  an  in  ter  eft  in  him. 

I'his  is  alfo  evident,  in  that  a  true  faith  may  ron 
"  ^“nagreat  deal  of  remaining  unbelief  H 
J?ay  fincerely  receive  Chrift  by  faith,  whohaVocca 
%!"ake  that  excla'mation,  Lord,  help  my  l!nhe. 
{  •  T.his  ;;lay  therefore  fo  much  darken  the  mind 
as  to  make  the  unbeliever  incapable  ofdifcernimr  anc 
ue.ng  ml y  perfuaded  of  the  fincerity  of  his  faith 
and  amf.quently,  true  faith  may  exift  without  thii 

/lX/?Chriftandb  man  "lay  have  received  the  Lord 
about  ft!  "  Wh°1S  111  grea  do«bts  and  darknefs 

j  his  is  moreover  evident,  in  that  fuchan  one  mav 

truo'  receive  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  upon  his  own 
terms,  w  ho  has  no  c.ear  idea  of  the  nature  of  ibfti- 
fyn Z  faith.  He  may  have  a  belifevinp  heart  who 
tins  but  a  weak  and  cloudy  head.  He  may  defpair 
ot  al!  help  m  htmfelf,  moitearneftly  defire  an  inter- 
eft  m  Chnft,  be  heartily  willing  to  comply  with  the 
gofpel- offer,  refolved  tohaveChrift  upon  any  terms 
nnd  may  tnift  in  Chrift  alone  for  ftdvatioh  ;  who' 
notwnhftanthng,  may  have  but  very  confuted  ao- 
t  lenlions  of  the  nature  of  thefe  exercises  of  foul 

and  oi‘  t,,e  p'romSfes  made  to  thefe  who  have 

attained  them:  and  coniequently,  may  receive 

.  hy  ftttth>  without  this  perfuajion  of  an  intertft 
in  nun*  i  may  add  once  more, 

'  !l's  is  alfo  evident,  in  that  all  who  receive  the 
-ord  Joint.  Chrift,  have  the  power  or  privilege  to 
become  the  fans  oj  God,  whether  they  we  perfuaded 
of  their  trite  reft  in  Chrift  or  not-  But  all  who  are 
periuaded  of  their  own  good  eftate,  have  not  that 
power  or  privilege  ;  for  many  of  thefe  are  prefump- 
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tuous  finners.  Whence  it  follows,  that  to  receive 
the  Lord  Jelus  (Thrift  by  faith,  is  one  thing  ;  and  to 
be  perfuaded of  our  intereft  in  him,  is  another  thing, 
quite  diftind  in  its  nature  and  confequences. 

The  fecond  thing  'which  I  mentioned,  as  a  mod 
dangerous  error  in  the  Moravians  and  Antinomians, 
is  the  part  they  afiign  to  faith  in  our  juftification. 

The  moll  of  the  Antinomians  fuppofe,  tliat  our 
'unification,  confidered  as  a  freedom  from  guilt  or 
tonaeinnatiop,  and  a  title  to  the  favor  of  God,  was 
Yom  eternity.  All  of  them  fuppofe,  at  leaft  we 
vere  thus  juttified  from  the  time  of  Chrift’ s  death, 
5cfo,  v.  we  had  any  actual  exiftenec. — Though  the 
noft  oj  tne  Antinoinians  limit  this  juftification  to 
neelecl  only,  the  Moravians  herein  differ  from 
iteu  other  Antinomian  brethren  ;  and  fuppofe 
hat  ad  the  world  of  mankind,  without  difference 
vere  actually  juftified,  when  (Thrift  pronounced 
nofe  words  upon  the  crofs,  ‘It  is  finifhed.’  Ac- 
ordmgly  count  Zinzendorf  in  the  forecited  book 
ells  us,  “  On  the  crols  he  made  a  confeffion  for 
11  the  world,  when  he  faid,  Father,  forgive  them  ; 
nd  when  he  cried  out,  It  isfinijhed,  he  gave  abfo- 
uion  to  all  wicked  rebels.”*— Whence  it  appears, 
^according,  to  them,  faith  in  Chrift  has  no  part 
^ all  moui  juftification,  ronhdermg  this  as  a  judi- 
;a  fentence  of  our  judge.-This  juftification  was 
o_t  only  precedent  to  our  faith,  but  to  our  very 
x’ftau  e  :  and  according  to  the  Moravian  divinity 
m.Utudes  are  thu .juftified,  who  never  had.  not- 
,er  will  have,  any  true  faith  m  Jefus  Chrift— Ac 
irouig  l0  the  doctrine  or  all  the  Antinomians,  the 

*„ ibfsrvdil  M°"  **  1  “  **•* 
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W  hen  thefe  therefore  fpeak  of  j unification  by 
faith,  they  mean  no  more,  than  that  faith  gives  us 
the  comfortable  evidence  of  that  hate  of  peace  and 
favour  with  God,  which  we  were  in  before  :  Or 
that  it  enables  our  conjciences  now  to  pronounce  the 
Jams  lenience  concerning  our  hate,  which  our  Judge 
had  pronounced  before  we  were  born. 

•  •  •  '•  v  7 

I  arn  fure,.  1  need  no  arguments  to  convince  you 
that  thefe  principles  are  diametrically  contrary  u 
the  lenn merits  fet  before  you,  in  fome  of  my  former 
letters. — All  that  is  therefore  needful  to  give  you  t 
furfeitof  thefe  Antinomian  and  Moravian  tenets,  u 
only  to  give  you  a  very  brief  view  of  the  Scripture 
doctrine  with  refpeft  to  ouv  jujl  if  cation  before  God  ; 
and  then,  fet  before  you  fome  of  the  dreadful  confs . 
qutnees ,  that  mil  ft  nece'ffarily  follow  from  the  wild 
and  extravagant  icheme  I  am  oppoling. 

The  Scriptures  every  where  fhew  us,  that  w< 
are  ju/tified  by .  faith  ;  that  Chrift’ s  righteoufnefs  i: 
received  by  faith  ;  and  that  righteoufnefs  Jh  all  be  im¬ 
puted  to  us,  if  we  believe .  But  no  where  do  they 
make  mention  of  our  juftification  as  prior  to  our  be- 
iieving  in  Chrift.  Thus  we  are  taught,  that  ‘  the 
righteoufnefs  of  God  is  by  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift 
unto  all,  and  upon  all  them  that  believe  thai 
God  hath  fet  forth  Chrift  to  be  a  propitiatior 
through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteouf- 
nefs.for  the  re  million  of  fins.*  Rom.  iii.  22,  25- 
Now  then  can  it  poifibly  be  true, that  we  are  juftified 
y.:  ■  in  the  fight  of  God  before  we  believe  in  Chrift  ;  and 

;/ .  yet  interefted  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  by  the  faitli 

H  of  Jefus  Chrift  ?  Canit  be  true, that  Chrift  is  our  pro- 

v  pi t iat ion ,  and  declares  his  righteoufnels  for  the  ie- 

irpffion  ot  our  fins,  through  faith  in  his  blood  ;  and 
yet  that  his  propitiation  and  his  righteoufnefs  for  the 
remiflioii  of  our  fins,  and  applied  to  us  before  ant 
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^it-hui-  any  faith  in  his  blood?— 1  he  Scriptures 
teach  us,  that  4  the  righteouiuels  of  God  is  reveal¬ 
ed, from  faith  tp  faith- ^  Rom.  i.  17-  And  that 
6  there  is  one  God  who  ihall  julfily  the  circutnciiion 
by  faith,  and  uncircumcifion  through  faith/  Kom. 
iih  30.  Can  there  be  a  greater  inconhftency  and 
coiuradiftion  imagined,  than  is  between  the  follow¬ 
ing  proportions,  viz •  i  hat  the  beginning,  the  con¬ 
tinuance,  and  the  accofnplifhment  of  our  actual  fil¬ 
tered  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  for  our  j  unifi¬ 
cation  is  by  faith,  or  that  both  the  circutnciiion  and 
the  uncircumcifion  (that  is,  all  men  without  differ¬ 
ence)  are  juftified  by  and  through  faith  ;  and  yet, 
that  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrilf  was  actually  imputed 
to  us,  and  we  accepted  as  righteous  in  the  fight  of 
God,  not  only  before  we  did  believe ,  but  before  it 
was  pojjible  for  us  to  believe  in  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  ?  —  The  Scriptures  teach  us,  that  4  a  man  is 
juftified  by  faith,  without  the  deeds  of  the  law/ 
Rom  iii.  a8.  that 4  God  imputeth  righteoufnefs  with¬ 
out  works/  Rom.  iv.  6.  that  4  we  are  juftified  by 
the  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift/  Gal.  ii.  16-  that  we  4  are 
juffified  by  his  grace/  Titus  iii-  7.  that  4  w^e  are  fa- 
ved  by  grace,  through  faith/  Eph*  ii.  8.  that 4  righ¬ 
teoufnefs  is  imputed  to  all  that  believe/  Rom.  iv.  1 1* 
and  that  we  muftbe  found  in  Chrift,  not  having  on 
our  own  righteoufnefs,  which  is  of  the  law,  but 
that  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift,  the  rigfr- 
teoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith/  Phil.  ii.  9 — 
Rut  I  fhould  weary  your  patience,  fhould  I  go  on 
to  enumerate  quotations  of  this  kind.  This  is  the 
conftant  language  of  the  word  of  God. — Thefe 
wild  notions  of  the  Antinomians  are  therefore  as  re¬ 
pugnant  to  the  whole  tenor  of  the  Scriptures,  as 
they  are  to  reafon  and  common  fenfe. 

I  am  aware,  that  they  have  an  evajion  at  hand, 
by  which  they  pretend  to  folve  this  difficulty  :  and 
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ore  /h  1  ,  0Ur  3u{uficati°«  by  faith  means  no 

•lire  than  the  mamjejiathn  of  our  j  unification  to 

own  con/ctences ;  or  an  inward  perfuafion  and 

flare.  But 'chi's  ,s  too 

V  K  d“ferve  a,|y  ferioas  confideration _ Is  not 

jauo  accordm*  to  them,  a  perfuafion  of  our  jollified 
1!JtC?  A'u  are/„7//;  and  jujtificatkn  the  fame  thing > 
Are  u  e  ndhhetl  by  faith  ;  and  yet  are  we  to  con I- 
oet  faith  as  our  jufhjication  itfelf  ?  If/i/tf  be  a  ter- 
'W*  of  our  lntereii  in  Cfarift  and  our  adual  faJva- 
tion  by  him,  and  if  juftification  like  wife  be  a  perfua. 
>V  0U r  \«iereft  in  Chrift  and  our  aftual  falvatr- 
on  by  him  u\»n  faith  is juftification,  anci  jidjtificatm 
is  ]  ait  a ;  the  terms  are  convertible,  and  mutually* 
J:2iP  y  eac^  otner  :  and  consequently  we  can,  with 
no  propriety  of  expreffion,  be  faid  to  be  juftifiedbv 

jC!.~  1  ']s  S^ols  of  theirs  is  not  therefore  to  ex- 
].-icun  ic!  ipiure,  but  to  render  it  more  obfeure,  in- 
conuftent,  and  unintelligible.  There  is  nothing 
more  plainly,  expreisly,  and  repeatedly  affirmed  in 
la  ignore,  than  that  we  are  juitified  by  faith,  and 
'll  rough  faith  ;  and  that  the  rightecufnefs  of  Chrift 
becomes  ours  by  or  through  faith  ;  and  if  this  means 
no  hioie,  man  that  ue  have  the  knowledge,  the 
manftelration,  or  perfuftion  of  our  juftification  by 
ju.i< }  men  language  can  be  no  longer  ufeful  to 
convey  ideas  :  for  the  words  may  be  interpreted  hi 
any  otner  icnie,  with  as  much  propriety  as  in  this, 
forced  upon  them  by  our  Antiuomian  interpreters. 
li  it  be  but  toe  knowledge  or  perfuafion  of  ou cjufii- 
jiCutliYi ,  that  is  alcnbed  to  faith,  then  we  may  as 


/  '  J  1  )  j  y  etc 

properly  be  faid  to  be  duOtd  by  faith,  to  be  creates 
by  faith,  or  to  be  redeemed  by  faith,  as  to  be  jufiijud 
by  J  auk.  for  we  have  the  knowledge  or  perftnlion 
Df  thole  things  by  faith,  as  well  as  of  tins  :  And  the 

/y**  /  ,»  «  ,, 

.  U  /I  I  fl  1  \  •  •  r\  .  < .  a 


Of 


^  f  j  a  /  -  -w  w#  Miv 

exprefli'on  (io  qnderftood)  is  juft  as  abfurd  and  ri- 
d iculous  in  this  cafe,  as  in  the  other* 
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feefides,  declarative  or  manifeAative  juflification  is 
not  by  faith  alone ,  but  by  -works  alfo  ;  as  the  apoAle 
James  largely  Ihevvs  us,  throughout  the  lecond 
chapter  of  his  epiltle.  It  is  therefore  evident  and 
certain,  that  where  the  fcripture  fpeaksof  our  jujlu 
f  cation  by  faith  atone,  without  the  deeds  of  the  law, 
it  cannot  intend  a  mere  declarative  or  manifeAative, 
but  an  a £lual  fentential] unification  :  unlels  we  would 
put  the  fcripture  into  the  higheA  opposition  and 
contrariety  to  itlelf. 

But  it  is  high  time  I  fhonld  proceed  to  the  fecond 
thing  propole d  ;  which  is,  to  conllder  fome  of  the 
horrible  conft queue ts ,  that  muff  neceffarily  flow  from 
this  Antinomian  fcheme. 

It  muff  follow  from  this  doctrine  of  theirs,  that 
there  are  many  unbelievers,  who  are  not  in  a  Ante  or 
condemnation ,  and  are  not  the  objects  of  God’s 
wrath  and  difpleafure  ;  though  our  Lord  himfelf 
allures  us,  that  he  who  believtth  not,  is  condemned  al¬ 
ready  ;  and  hath  the  wrath  of  God  abiding-  on  him . 
John  iii.  18,  36.  For  there  can  be  no  greater  re¬ 
pugnancy,  than  to  be  juflifled  and  condemned  at 
the  lame  time.  And  this  may  probably  be  count 
Zinzendorf’s  meaning,  in  that  odd  faying  of  his  : 
“  He  that  will  condemn  natural  men,  who  neither 
have  nor  can  have  the  Lord  Jefus  in  their  hearts, 
meddles  with  an  affair,  that  does  not  all  belong  to 
him.”* 

It  will  alfo  follow  from  hence,  that  there  is  no 
need  of  any  care  ov'pains ,  to  get  into  a  Aate  of  peace 
or  favour  with  God.  For  why  Ihould  I  take  pains 
to  obtain,  what  1  have  already  *,  or  elfe  what  it  is 
impoflibie  that  I  ever  fhonld  have  1 — It  is  enough 
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Ui>oo  this  fuppofai,  to  attend  the  Count’s  advice. 

Here  one  Ihould  do  nothing,  but  quietly  attend 
ne  vo.te  ot  the  Lord.”'  1  here  can  be  no  need  tc 
excite  any  to  the  ufe  of  means  ;  but  according  to 
another  direct, on  of  his,  “  As  long  as  people  purfue 
then  tinful  Gourfe  with  pleafure,  and  do  not  fee  their 
Ganger,  one  muft  have  patience  with  them.”f 


,  wi;i  follow,  that  the  more  confJenc 

tnc  great eft/aww  in  the  world  entertains,  ‘of  th 
larety  of  his  itate  by  the  merits  of  Chriit,  the  mor, 
acceptable  will  he  be  to  God  ;  and  the  more  will  hi 
promote  his  own  happinels.  Thus  preemption  i 
io  far  from  being  tmful  or  dangerous,  that  it  is  ou: 
greateft  duty  and  fafety,— This  confecJuence  th, 
Count  feerns  to  allow.  “  There  is,’  fays  he  “  m 
itnner  to  whom  Satan  has  not  loft  all  his  claim.  Yc 
whoremongers  and  thieves,  ye  revengeful  and  rrum. 
derers,  ye  liars  and  whoever  ye  are,  ye  fearful  ant 
unbelieving,  that  hear  and  read  this,  will  ye  bt 
faved  ?  Believe  then,  that  Jefus  has  atoned  and 
paid  a  ranfom  for  you  all  ;  and  that  you  may  exoe- 
rience  it  this  very  moment  ;  and  know  that  ye  have 
been  hcaieo  by  lus  wounds,  and  by  his  ftripes.— 
I  ake  the  ablolntion,  look  upon  him,  believe  and 
rejoice  ;  arife,  gird  yourfelves,  and  run.”j;  How 
piealing  muff  fuch  doftrine  as  this  be  to  bold,  care- 
id's  and  impenitent  (timers ! 


It  will  moreover  follow,  that  no  man  need  to  hav 
any  apprehenftons  of  danger,  from  any  courfe  t 
finning,  be  he  as  bold  in  impiety,  as  daring  and  hr 
penitent  in  his  fins,  as  he  pleafe.  For  if  he  b ejuji. 
fied  already,  and  all  he  has  to  do  is  to  be  perfuads 
or  it,  and  to  take  comfort  in  the  refledion,  his  cor 
fcience  may  be  eafy  and  pleafant.  Or  if  he  be  nc 
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j uftified  already,  he  never  will  ;  and  it  is  m  vain  to 

■ [right  himfelf  about  it.  He  may  therefore  lately 

aoree  with  the  Count,  that  “  Sin  is  the  moft  m  L- 
,-able  and  mean  thing  under  the  inn,  not  worth  our 
thoughts.  Sin  has  no  right  nor  pow  ei  ;  nor  • 1  • 
hy  of  our  lealt  regards.  He  need  not  fo  much  as 
ook  upon  fin  ;  nor  think  it  worthy  ot  one  caft  of 
his  eyes.* — For  it  is  alfo  true,  that  finning  .s  not 
the  caufe  of  rejection,  according  to  the  t\ew  ,  e.h- 
nient.”+ — W hat  is  the  natural  language  ot  t.,.s 
doctrine,  but  an  exhortation  to  fmners  to  go  on 
courageoully  in  their  tins,  without  care  oi  It  a  . 

k  will  in  like  manner  follow  from  this  doctrine, 
that  as  there  is  no  duty  neceilary  for  ou rjafety,  be- 
ing  inftified  before  we  were  born,  fo  that  there  can 
be8 no  duty  but  a  ferfuafion  of  our  good  It-ue,  necei- 
fary  for  our  comfort.  This  the  Count  full}'  ac- 
knowleges.  “  There  is,”  fays  he,  “  but  one  duty, 
which,  is  that  of  believing.  }  Holmefs  is  a  nature 
but  not  a  duty,  as  morality  dreams.  §  W  hat 
fort  of  a  world  would  there  quickly  be,  it  mankind 
could  generally  fuppofe  themlelves  releafea  from 
all  duty,  either  to  God,  or  to  our  neighbcui,  ct  to 

ourfeives ! 


You  may  perhaps  imagine,  that  we  are  not  to 
take  an  eftirnate  of  the  Antinomiatis  principles,  from 
the  Count's  conceflions.  But  as  there  doftrmes  m 
the  point  under  conbderation,  are  the  fame,  o  the 
confequences  from  them  all  are  the  lame  ;  whetner 
they  do  fo  readily  fee,  or  fo  ingeniously .  own  theie 
confequences,  or  not — I  hope,  by  this  time  you  are 
convinced  of  the  horrible  inconfdlency  ot  tms 
fcheme  ;  and  even  of  its  repugnancy  to  the  very 
Bril  principles  of  reafon  and  common  lenle. 
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there  was  any  difhncp  nr  .1;  10 r°od>  before 

B«t  this  was  done  in  the  T"  fr°™  him  <- 
Very  well  -  Le  thefe  a  •  ^  cou”fil  °f  God— 

hiftorical  truth,  that 5.eS? SI'T fo' 
«f  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  ^ 

1  date,  even  before  A4^  1  under  -Pontius 

day  of  jndg.nenMs  al-  -VaS  rfeated  ;  thac  the 

children  of  God  in  the  world  C°me  5  ths5  3,1  the 

•  ni"g  m  their  robes  of  glory  andVfiT  fClU,,1!^  &i‘ 

right  hand  of  Chrift --o/ifJn  tru  nP.hmS  at  the 

this  letter  to  you  before  the  \  •  iT  il that  1  wrote 

leait  above  feventeen  hundred  years  arf”  !j'°h  ^ 

J  l*ft  the  fame  foundation  of  truth  in  A’e  "  ^ ® 

c ile  d  to  Cjod  2?ii I  it> \\  ^  s  i  !  •  “t  •  *  j  1 1  t ton* 
habitually  indulging 

jLa"‘  ''"Patently  in  fin  and  eumit/’to  God  ;  ns£ 

Chrifti  °aa  nien  heiore  converfion  and  faith  in 
rilt .  Are  mens  hearts  and  fives  contrary  to 

G  ;  rys: Goj «-i,h  .bc„crsrta“ 

tVf  >,  *? y"  ■» c« ;  23 

*  ’*  hu,,?,  Ar  they  «f  their  father  the  deM 
*'  ,  ‘f  'Vorl”  the>’  d°  ;  and  yet  the  children  of  God 
.  nd  heirs  rrf*  eternal  glory?  Can  heaven  \nd& 
e  bonded  together  f  Is  the  ferviceofK 

and  the^-eaS  SS*  3  PUre  a,,d  iioly  God  ? 

rp..i*A.  ®  practical,  as  well  as  ipeculative  con 

“  KUOOS'  rtccnc.lable  to  truth  >  What  a  ftrange 


_ 
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medley  is  here  !  What  a  door  to  all  licentioufnefs 
is  here  fer  open  ! 

In  fhort,  How  wild  and  chimerical  are  their  no¬ 
tions  on  the  article  oi  our  jafiif cation  by  faith  ! _ If 

we  are  indeed  in  the  favour  of  God,  our  fouls  are 
in  the  fame  degree  of  fafety,  whether  we  are  per- 
funded  of  this,  or  not.  if  we  are  not  in  the  favour 
of  God,  our  perftwjmi  of  a  (fate  of  fafety  will  not 
influence  him  to  treat  11s  as  his  favourites ;  nor  to 
confider  that -as  true,  which  in  its  own  nature  isfalle. 
Ail  therefore  that  is  left  for  faith  to  do,  according 
to  them,  is  to  give  us  eafe  and  comfort  in  our  own 
minds.  And  is  this  all  v\  e  are  to  underftand  by  our 
being  jttftifeed  by  faith?  Is  this  all  we  are  to  uu- 
derfland  by  the  repeated  declarations  in  holy  ferip. 
tute,  that  the  believer  (hall  be  faved ;  whilethe  un. 
believer  (hall  be  damned?  Iffo,  the  gofpel-fajva- 
tion  is  no  more  than  merely  the  comfort  flowing  front 
a  p.erfuafiun  of  the  fafety  of  our  prefent  (fate.  But  I 
need  not  enlarge  in  opposition  to  a  doctrine  fo  ap. 
pare.my  repugnant  to  the  whole  defigo  of  the  c,,f 
pel,  fo  mamfefUy  unreafonable,  and  fo  direftly  fub 
verfive  .of  all  pradfical  godlinefs  ‘  J3o  we'  then 
make  void  the  law  through  faith?  God  forbid  !  yea 
we  eflabhih  the  law.’  Rom,  iii,  j{.  ’ 

It  is  infinitely  t'our  concern,  fir,  to  experience  in 
your  own  neart  fomethitig  more  than  a  mere  Anti 
nominn  or  Moravian  faith.  It  is  of  infinite  impo-* 
ranee,  that  you  receive  the  Lord  Jefus  Chriji ,  and  that 
you  walk  in  km  ;  that  you  experience  the  far.&ifv, 
fS  f&«cy  0 r faith  and  exemplify  the  obedience  of 
fim/^in  the  exercife  of  all  the  graces  and  fruits  0f 
the  Holy  Spirit ;  and  thereby  evidence  to  yourfelf 
it  once,  the  uncerity  of  your  faith,  and  the  realky 
your  jujhfwat to n  before  God. 


'i'll 
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Now,  that  the  Lord  may  dire <fb  you  fafe  in  th.c 
way  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  to  the  kingdom  o: 
his  glory,  is  the  prayer  of 

Sir, 

Your  &c. 


LETTER  XII. 


Wherein  the  Doffrine  of  a  Sinner's  Juflification,  hy  tht 
imputed  Righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  is  explained  am 
vindicated . 

SIR, 

IT  is  indeed  as  you  reprefent  it,  *  A  matter  oi 
great  confequence,  to  have  a  right  view  of  the 
way  and  means  by  which  God  will  be  reconciled  tc 
you,  and  by  which  you  may  have  a  title  to  life  eter¬ 
nal.  9  I  am  glad,  that  you  fo  kindly  accept  the  pains 
I  have  taken,  to  fet  the  Antinomian  doctrine  of  j  dei¬ 
fication  in  its  proper  colours.  For  though  i  Yon 
did  not  give  me  that  trouble  (as  you  are  pleafed  tc 
exprefs  it)  becaufe  you  had  any  favourable  opinion 
of  their  fchemes,  but  to  know  whether  I  was  (as  is 
pretended)  of  their  opinion  ;  and  to  know  how  I 
could,  confident  with  my  declared  fentiments,  deer 
clear  of  their  wild  notions  Yet  I  rejoice,  that  your 
defires  are  gratified,  and  that  you  are  6  fet  right  in 
that  matter.* 

But  you  yet  are,  as  you  have  all  along  been,  in 
great  difficulties  on  the  other  fide  of  the  quedion  : 
and  cannot  fee  into  the  doftrine  of  a  finner’s  judifx- 
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cation  by  the  imputed  rightepufnefs  of  Cbrift.  You 
have  been  lately  reading  upon  that  Subject  ;  and 
find  many  arguments  agaiuSt  it,  that  you  cannot  get 
over.  Your  author  represents  it  as  unfcpptur-a!, 
and  unreasonable  :  you  therefore  defire  me  to  give 
you  a  right  view  of  that  dottrinq  and  to  anfwer 
your  objections  againft  it.’ 

There  is  indeed,  fir,  no  canfe  for  you  to  u  fuf- 
pedl,  that  you  Shall  wear  out  my  patience.”  I 
gladly  embrace  the  opportunity,  to  do  any  thing  in 
my  power  to  give  you  Satisfaction  ;  and  to  afliif  you 
in  your  greateft  concern,  which  you  have  reafon  to 
be  moil:  Solicitous  about.  I  Shall  therefore  according 
to  your  defire,  endeavour  in  the  firft  place  to  give 
a  brief  view  of  the  doctrine  of  our  j unification  ;  by 
the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Christ  ;  before  I 
proceed  to  confider  your  objections  againft  it. 

1  lliall  firSl  confider  what  we  are  to  understand 

J’uJiifictttiQn ;  and  in  what  lenfe  that  expreffion 
s  ufed  in  Scripture.  Should  f  herein  follow  Some 
3f  our  wrangling  difpuranrs,  I  know  not  how  many 
lifting  meanings  of  the  word  jufiification  1  mi<vlit 
et  before  you.  But  this  would  be  to  darken  conn- 
el,  by  words  without  knowledge  ;  the  term  havino- 
)ne  invai  lable  meaning,  throughout  the  w  hole  Bi¬ 
de —  It  always  (as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ob- 
erve)  constantly  Signifies  being  ‘  efteemed,  declar- 
:d,  m a ni felled,  or  pronounced  righteous.’  This  is 
vhat  the  original  word,  both  in  the  Old  and  New 
reftement,  naturally  Signifies  :  And  in  this  fen fe 
inly,  it  is  always  tiled.  I  need  not  therefore  un 
lertake,  to  give  infhnces  of  the  ufe  of  the  word  in 
his  fenle,  Since  in  all  inftances  it  is  ufed  in  this  fenfe 
inly.  This,  I  believe,  mud  he  acknowledged  bv 
very  one,  that  will  thoroughly  and  impartially  ex, 
mme  the  cafe.  I  think,  there  can  no  text  be  found 
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-  &  \  .. 1  -  v  v i  *  ”  f  .... 

vher e  j  if  if  call  on  is  ufed  for  making  us  Inherently 
righteous. 

T'  4  >  Jj) 

Pur  though  this  word  has  one  invariable  fignifii. 
cation,  it  is  ufed  in  lcripture  in  a  three-fold  re- 
Iped  :  either  tor  our  pre fent  jufification  in  the  fight 
ot  God,  for  our  jufiifiqation  hetore  men  and  our  own 
coniuences,  or  tor  our  fuff  cation  at  the  tribunal  of 
cur  Judge  at  the  latt  day  —  It  is  the  firft  of  thefe 
that  tails  under  our  prelent  confideration  :  which  is 
to  be  con fide red  as  ou  r  acquittance  from  guilt,  and 
cur  acceptance  with  Codas  righteous  in  his  fight*  3t 
is  to  be  conlkiered  as  a  lenience  of  absolution  and 
acceptation,  by  the  great  judge  of  the  world — As 
jnjliftintion,  there  tore,  is  always  confidered  in  Scrip¬ 
ture  as  a  tore.nlnk  or  juridical  fentence,  it  fhould  be 
carefully  ciiftinguilhed  Irom  the  infufion  of  a  princi- 
pie  pt  grace,  or  inherent  r ighteoufnefs. — JuJlfca T 
lion  is  uiualh  in  Scripture  oppofed  so  condemnation* 
As  this  latter  therefore  does  not  imply  the  render¬ 
ing  men  *  iched  and  guilty,  but  pronouncing  them 
fo  ;  Even  iu  the  former  hkewife  cannot  mean  ren¬ 
dering  men  righteous,  but  fententially  declaring  and 
.  v  ffiun  truing  them  (6;  Were  this  duly  attended  to, 
many  oi  the  objections  made  againit  our  doctrine  of 
jtj:  ifxation  h)  the  r  ighteoufnefs  of  Chri/l ,  would  va- 
inihoi  collide.  You  wifi  be  pleaied,  therefore,  all 
along  to  can  s’  this  in  vour  mind,  that  I  am  not  con- 
fide  ring  how  we  (kould  become  inherently  righteous, 
by  a  renovation  of  our  nature  :  but  how  we  may  be 
Pi  quit! ed»  from  guilt,  and  accepted  as  righteous,  by 
the  fentence  pi  pur  glorious  Judge. 

X  proceed  to  confuler  w  hat  w  c  are  to  underfland 
bv  the  in  put  ailin’ ox  ChrifPs  r  ighteoufnefs. 

To  impute,  is  to  judge  or  efteem  any  matter,  cha¬ 
racter,  or  quality,  whether  good  or  evil,  to  belong 
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to  a, per fon  as  his .  And  may  either  refer  to  what 
was  originally  his,  antecedently  to  lurch  imputation  ; 
or  to  what  was  not  antecedently  his,  but  becomes 
fo  by  virtue  of  fuch  imputation  only.  The  imp¬ 
lores  abound  with  inftances  of  both  thefe  Idrts  ot 

'  ;  ’  '  •  t  /  1  '  ; .  . 

imputation .  f  ,  ,4 ' 

We  have  many  inftances  in  Scripture  of  imputing 
that  to  a  perfon,  which  was  originally’  his  own,  and 
performed  by  him  antecedently  to  fitch  imputation* 
Thus,  [in,  is  fa  id  to  be  imputed  to  a  (inner,  when  he 
is  judged  or  treated  as  an  offender.  i  Let  not  my 
Lord,’  lays  Shimei,  ‘ impute  iniquity  unto  me,’  2 
Sam.  xix.  19.  And  thus  righteoulhefs  is  imputed  to 
the  fainr,  when  he  is  judged  or  acknowledged  righ¬ 
teous  (in  a  qualified  fenfe)  with  relation  to  a  particu¬ 
lar  faA,  done  in  conformity  to  the  preceptive  part  of 
the  divine  law.  6  Then  Pool  up  Phineas,  and  ex¬ 
ecuted  judgment,  and  it  was  imputed  to  him  for 
righteoufnefs,’  Pfalm  cvi.  31.  But  this  is  not  the 
imputation  now  to  be  coniidered,  which  refpe  efts'  a 
[unification,  that  is  propofed  as  the  relief  of  a  fioful, 
perifhing  wcrld,  againft  the  penalty  of  the  condemn¬ 
ing  laiv.,  and  implies  a  change  of  the  Tinner’s  / late , 
mun  guilt  to  grace,  from  death  to  life ,  in  a  relative 
fenle. 

c>  *  .■  i  ■  *■  -v r 

,v  I.proceed  then  to  obferve,  that  alfo  may  be  faid 
to  be  imputed  to  a  perfon,  which  was  not  his  own 
originally  or  antecedently  ;  but  is  judged  and 
f  deemed  to  belong  to  him,  and  is  his  on  account' of 
fuch  imputation  only.  Thus,  a  debt  is  imputed  to  a 
fnrerv  ;  and  the  fure tv’s  payment  of  a  clef>t  L  hnp  ti¬ 
led  to  the  principal  debtor,  and  is  pleadable  by  him 
in  difeharoe  from  his  creditor’s  demands — -'If  he 
have  wronged  thee,  or  owerh  thee  ought,  (fays 
Paul  of  OnefnnusJ  put  that  on  my  account,  (Greek) 
impute  it. undo  me.’  Thus  our  iius  are  imputed  uu- 


L  208  ] 


to  thrift;  mafmuch  as  he,  in  the  chamber  of  ou 
iuiety  has  undertaken  to.  difcharge  thofe  debts  t 
1  e  ju^ice  °»  God.  And  thus  his  righteoufnefs  i 
imputed,  unto  us  ;  1:  having  been  wrought  out  in  ou 

Pi,iCe  anc*  head,  and  given  to  God  in  payment 
our  behalf.  *  J 


Oj 


There  things  being  premifed,  we  are  to  under 
nand  the  imputation  in  queftion,  to  be  God’s  gra. 
cjous  donation  of  the  perfect  righteoufnefs  of  Chril 
to  believers,  and  his  acceptation  of  their  perfons  aj 

nghteous,  on  the  account  thereof - Their  (ins  be- 

mg  imputed  to  him,  and  his  obedience  being  imputes 
io  them,  they  are  in  virtue  hereof  both  acquitted 
from  gnilt,  and  accepted  as  righteous  before  God« 

.  We  ar€  not  therefore  to  underhand  our  j it (Ufi ca¬ 
tion  by  the  imputed  right  eoujnefs  of  Ciirift  as  imply- 
ing  and  fuppoling,  that  God  does  efteem  believers 
to  be  what  indeed  they  are  not*  He  elteems  them 
to  be  poor,  ffrTiil,  imperfe  ct  men,  who  have  no  other- 
wife  latisfied  the  claims  of  his  juftice,  and  the  de¬ 
mands  of  the  law,  than  by  the  obedience  of  their  fure - 
iy  :  Which  is  really  by  a  gracious  imputation  become 
tiieirs,  and  they  arc  on  the  account  thereof  become 
indeed  righteous  in  God’s  fight ;  although  antecedent 
ro  that  imputation  t\\\ey  w'ere  legally  condemned  crim¬ 
inals,  and  though  yet  remain  inherently  imperfect 
and  fnful  creatures.  ' 


We  are  further  to  confider,  that  this  righteouf- 
nefsof  Chrilt  is  imputed  to  none  but  believers;  but 
is  (as  the  apoftle  expreffes  it)  revealed  from  faith  to 
faith •  -It  is  not  imputed  before  vve  have  faith,  as  fhe 
Antinomians  dream  ;  nor  is  the  imputation  delayed 
till  the  fruits  and  effects  of  faith  in  an  obedient  life 
appear,  as  fome  other  feem  to  fuppofe  :  but  it  is 
imputed  a t  a n d  u pen  our  believing.  It  Jhk ll  he  Itn • 
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puted,  if' one  believe,  Rom.  iy.  24*  ^‘dth  "!S  ^He  retj-- 
iag  an  offered  Saviour  (John  i.  I2«)  ’n  his  perlon, 
his  offices,  and  all  Ins  benefits  ;  and  theitioie  it  J  > 
a  receiving  his  rigkteoufnefs ,  which  is  one  ot  his  ben¬ 
efits, freely  offered  in  chegoipel,  to  all  that  will  ac¬ 
cept  ic.  "  . 


So  I  am  prepared  to  oblerve  ro  you,  that  we  are 
to  underftand  our  juffification  by  the  imputed  rigln- 
eoufnefs  of  Chrift,  to  fignify  and  ini  pi  v.  gra¬ 

cious  Sentence  of  God,  whereby  a  tinner  antece¬ 
dently  guilty  in  his  tight,  is  upon  his  believing  in 
Chrift,  acquitted  from  guilt,  accepted  as  righteous, 
and  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  the  covenant  ot 
grace,,  on  account  of  what  Chrift  has  done  and  {of¬ 
fered  for  him.” 

Thus  Sir,  I  have  endeavored  in  as  few  words 
as  poffible  to  give  you  a  juft  and  clear  view  of  the 
doiftrine  before  us  ;  and  am  now  ready  to  confi- 
deryour  obje&ions. 

You  firft  obi e ft,  that  “  the  imputation  of  our  fins 
to  Chrift,  or  the  imputation  of  C,ft  rift’s  rigkteoufnefs 
to  us,  are  no  where  mentioned  in  the  word  of  God  ; 
that  the  terms  and  expreifions  ufed  in  this  cafe,  are 
certainly  of  human  invention  ;  and  the  do&rine 
therefore  to  be  fufpefted,  as  having  its  origin  ra¬ 
ther  from  our  feholaltic  divines,  than  from  the  ora¬ 
cles  of  God.” 

Your  fir  ft  fuppofal  is,  that  the  imputation  of  our 
Jins,  to  Ch  r  1  ST,  is  no  where  mentioned  in  the  word 
or  God.  —  If  you  mean  by  this,  that  we  no  where  in 
Scripture  find  that  proportion,  in  fo  many  exprefs 
words,  that  our  Jins  are  imputed  to  Chrift,  this  is 
true  :  but  I  hope  to  fhew  you  it  is  altogether  im¬ 
pertinent.  But  if  you  mean  by  this,  that  we  can  no 

R  2 
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Ayhere  find  full,  dear,  and  undeniable  evidence  fort 

<Z,p!tUr\’  °r.!he  lmMation  of  the  fins  of  believers  to 

t,hr‘  V  ,  WU1  er>deavor  immediately  to  convince 
you  of  their  miftake.  ,  f 

The  whole  Lcvitical  difpenfation  was  purpofely 
detigned  to  repfeient  this  comfortable  truth  to  u u 
I  Ins  was  the  end  of  all  their  facrifiees,  and  bloody 
oblations  for  the  remiffion  of  their  fins.— -They  dki 
rot  imagine,  or  at  leaft  God  did  not  defign  they 
mould  imagine,  that  their  fin  and  guilt  was  actually 
to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  transferred  from  the  of- 
lender  to  t hevi&im  :  but  they  were  hereby  led  to 
look  to  Chriff,  the  Antitype  of  all  their  fimofferinos 
in  faith  and  hope,  that  their  fins  fhould  all  be  impu¬ 
ted  to  him  ;  and  themfelves  through  the  merit  of 
his  facrifice,  be  acqu  tted  from  guilt. —This  defign 
of  rfd  their  expiatory  facrifices  was  more  clearly  ex- 
hihited  to  them,  in  the  infiitution  of  th efcape-goat  j 
where  the  imputation  of  our  fins  to  Chriit  was  in  the 
nioft  lively  manner  reprefented.  ‘  And  Aaron 
thall  lay  both  his  hands  upon  the  head  of  the  live 
g<xu  ;  and  confefs  over  him  all  the  iniquities  of  the 
children  of  Ifrael,  and'  all  their  tranfgreflions  in  all 
ihen*  fins,  putting  them  upon  the  head  of  the  goat; 
and  fhall  fend  him  away,  by  the  hand  of  a  fit  mar/ 
into  the  wildernefs  ;  and  the  goat  fliall  bear  upon 
nun  all  their  iniquities,  unto  the  land  not  inhabited/ 
i>ev.  xvi.  21,  22 — Here  was  a  plain  and  exprefs 
communication,  or  transferring  of  guilt  from  God’s 
people  to  rh c  ji  ape-goat.  All  the  iniquities  of  God’s 
people,  all  their  tranigreifions  in  all  their  fins,  were 
laid  upon  his  head — He  bore  upon  him  all  their 
iniquities:  Or  in  other  words,  their  fins  were  im± 
puted  to  him.  Now  you  cannot  fuppofe,  that  all 
the  hopes  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  terminated  upon 
this  goat .  I  ou  mint  fuppofe,  that  they  looked  to 

the  great  Antitype ,  to  whom  their  guilt  was  indeed 
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to  be  transferred,  and  their  fins  imputed  ;  and  from 
whom  they  expected  their  difeharge  and  jultili- 
cation. — Hence  it  plainly  appears,  that  ail  the 
hopes,  which  the  church  of  God  in  all  the  ages  and 
d  fpenfations  thereof  have  entertained,  of  the  for- 
giveneis  of  fin  and  reconciliation  to  God,  was 
through  the  imputation  of  their  fins  to  Chrift,  the 
fobftance  of  all  the  Levitical  ihadows,  and  the  only 
true  tin -offering. 

The  fame  do&rine  which  was  fo  plainly  pointed 
out  by  thefe  typical  rites,  is  fully  and  abundantly 
confirmed,  by  very  many  plain  and  clear  paffages  of 
feripture ,  which  cannot,  with  any  appearance  of 
propriety,  be  conftrued  in  any  other  fenfe,  than  that 
I  am  pleading  for — Thus,  Ifaiah  iii.  6,  11.  (  The 
Lord  hath  laid  upon  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all — - 
For  he  fhall  bear  their  iniquities — 2  Cor.  v.  21* 
For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  fin  for  us,  who  knew 
no  fin,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteonfnefs  of 
God  in  him.  Gal.  iii.  13.  Chrift  hath  redeemed  us 
from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curie  for 
us.  1  Pet.  ii.  24.  Who  his  own  felf  bare  our  fins  in 
his  own  body  on  the  tree.’ — Many  other  texts  to 
the  like  purpofe  might  be  quoted  :  but  thefe  are 
every  way  fufficient  to  decide  this  point. 

If  the  iniquity  of  us  ail  could  be  laid  upon  Chrift 
and  he  hear  our  iniquities ,  no  other  way  but  by  im¬ 
putation,  it  then  appears  from  Ifa.  liii.  that  our  ini¬ 
quities  were  imputed  to  him.  And  I  think,  the  ad- 
verfariesof  this  do&rine  can  make  no  rational  pre¬ 
tence  to  any  other  way,  in  which  our  fins  can  be  faid 
to  be  laid  upon  Chrift,  and  he  be  faid  to  bear  our  in¬ 
iquities. 

If  Chrift  has  been  made  jin  for  us,  Accord  *ng  to  2 
Cor.  v.  he  muftbe  made  Jin  for  us  (and  treated  as  -a 
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f mner)  either  by*  his  own  pcrfonal  fault,  or  by  the 
imputation  of  our  fin  to  him.  I  can  think  of  no  other 
poilible  way,  in  which  this  can  he  fuppofed,  but  one 
or  thefe  two.  Now  the  blafpbemy  of  the  former 
fuppoiition  obliges  us  to  reject  it  wiih  abhorrence  • 
anti  therefore  the  latter  muft  be  allowed. 

been  made  a  curfe  for  us ,  according 
to  Gal.  iii.  he  muft  then  have  the  violation  of  the  law 
imputed  to  him  ;  otherwife  the  curfe  of  it  could  not 
in  juft  ice 'have  been  inflicted  upon‘  him.  To  infiitf: 
the  curfe,  or  penalty  of  the  law,  upon  one  no  ways 
cnargeable  with  the  violation  of  it,  is  contrary  to 
the  juflice  both  of  God  and  man.  And  I  can  ima¬ 
gine  no  ocner  way,  oy  which  our  bleiTed  Saviour 
could  be  chargeable  with  the  violation  of  the  law  of 
God,  and  thereby  be  obnoxious  to  the  curfe  of  it  ; 
but  through  the  imputation  of  our  fin  and  guilt  to  him. 

If  our  bleflcd  Saviour  bear  our  fins  in  his  own  body, 
and  was  punched  for  our  (ins,  upon  the  crofs,  ac¬ 
cording  to  i  Pet.  ii.  our  fins  then  muff  be  laid  to  his 
charge,  and  punifhed  upon  him,  either  by  imputation 
or  fome  other  way.  Here  then  let  our  adverlaries 
fpeak  fenfe/and  tell  us,  if  they  can,  what  ether  way 
this  could  poflibly  be  done. 

Pardon  me,  fir,  if!  am  forced  to  tell  you,  that  it 
is  too  trifling  an  evalion  to  be  adopted  by  men  of 
learning  and  lenfe,  to  urge  againft  us,  that  the  word 
imputation  is  not  uled  in  thiscale  in  feripture,  when 
fo  many  expre/fions  are  ufed  in  feripture,  which 
fully  and  neceflarily  imply  it,  and  are  of  the  fame 
fignindancy. —  \  rue,  we  do  not  read  in  exprefs  words 
that  our  fins  were  imputed  to  Chrift  :  but  we  do  read 
in  exprefs  words,  that  our  iniquities  were  laid  upon 
him  ;  that  he  bore  them  ;  that  he  was  made  fin,  or 
legally  reputed  a  firmer,  on  the  account  of  them  r 
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‘  that  he  bare  them  in  his  own  body ,  or  was  punifoed 
for  them,  upon  the  crofs  ;  and  bore  the  cur  fie  of  the 

*  law,  which  we  had  violated.-— And  if  all  this  do  not 
amount  to  the  fame  thing,  as  t he-  imputation  ot  our 
fins  to  Chrift,  i  malt  forever  defpair  of  underhand  - 
ing  the  meaning  of  the  m oft  plain  and  familiar  cx- 
preffions. 

Dear  fir,  allow  me  the  freedom  to  obferve  to  you, 
that  you  have  been  guilty  of  innumerable-  fins  :  If 
thefe  have  not  been  imputed  to  Chrift,  if  he  hath  not 
borne  your  fins,  if  he  bath  not  fatisfied  the  divine  juf- 
tice  on  account  of  them,  they  muft  yet  be  imputed 
to  you,  and  you  muft  bear  your  iniquity  yourfclf  : 
you  muft  yet  be  under  the  guilt  of  all  your  fins,  and 
under  all  the  curfesof  the  broken  law’. — A  thought, 
which  will  adminifter  but  little  comfort  here  ;  and 
lei's  at  the  tribunal  of  Chrift,  if  this  Ihould  then  be 
found  to  be  your  cafe.  A  thought  big  with  horror  ! 

I  now  proceed  to  confider,  whether  the  (  impu¬ 
tation  of  ChrilCs  righteoufnefs  to  us/  is  no  where 
mentioned  in  the  word  of  God.  I  muft  here  again 
acknowledge,  that  this  proportion,  ‘  Chriffs  right- 
teoufnefs  is  imputed  to  believers/  is  no  where  to 
be  found  in  the  feriptures,  in  exprefs  terms.  But 
then  we  have  fo  many  full  and  clear  teftimonies  in 
feripture,  to  the  doctrine  contained  in  that  proposi¬ 
tion,  that  there  can  be  no  reafon  to  call  the  truth  of 
it  into  queftion.  Thus,  Jer.  xxiii.  6.  6  This  is  the 
name  wherebyhe  fhallbe called, The  Lord  our  right¬ 
eoufnefs/ — Rom.  iii.  25,  26.  ‘Whom  God  hath 
fet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation  through  faith  in  his 
blood,  to  declare  his  righteoufnefs  for  the  rerniliiqn 
of  fins — to  declare  at  this  time  his  righteoufnefs; 
that  he  might  be  juft,  and  the  juftifter  of  him  which 
believeth  in  Jefus/  Rom.  v.  18,  19.  ‘  Therefore 

as  by  the  offence  of  one,  judgment  came  upon  all  men 
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to  condemnation:  even  fo  by  the  righteoufnefs  of 
one,  the  free  gift  came  upon  all  men  unto  juliificatfcon 
of  life.  For  as  by  one  man’s  difobedience,  many  were 
made  Tinners  :  fo  by  the  obedience  of  one  lhall  111a- 
ny  he  made  righteous.’ — Rom.  viii.  3,  4.  ‘  God 

fending  his  own  Son  in  the  hkeuefs  of  finful  flefh, 
and  for  fin,  condemned  fin,  in  the  flelh,  that  the 
righteoufnefs  of  the  law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us.’ — 
Rom.  x.  4.  <  For  Chrift  is  the  end  of  the  law  for 

righteoufnefs,  to  every  one  that  believeth.’ — 1  Cor. 
h  30.  ‘  Biit  of  him  are  ye  in  Ghrifi  Jefus,  who  of 

God  is  made  unto  us  wifdom,  and  righteoufnefs,  and 
faffifHfication,  and  redemption.5 — a  Cor.  v.  21. 

4  That  we  might  be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God 
in  him.’ 


T  might  have  added  very  many  more  texts  of 
Scripture  to  the  fame  purpofe  :  but  how  can  more 
be  needful.,  to  fatisfy  anv  man,  in  the  truth  of  our 
jufitfi cation  by  the  imputation  of  Chrift' s  righteoufnefs , 
who  attentively  reads,  and  impartially  weighs  thefe 
cited  texts,  without  prejudice  againft  the  do&rine, 
ora  biafs  to  fome  favourite  fchetne ?  Let  it  be  coij> 
fidejred,  here  we  are  exprWIly  affured,  that  C hri f t  is 
the  Jo^d  our  right eoufn? fs  ;  that  it  is  by  his  right - 
eoumefs '.we  obtain  remdnon  of  1ms  ;  that  by  his  right.- 
(ovCneCs  God  is  the  juftifier  of  him  which  believeth 

•  V-  .  a  .  m  m  /»  I  . — V  . 


in  fefus  •  that  bv  his  rigteoufnefs  we  have  jufiifica- 
tion  of  life  :  and  by  his  obedience  we  are  made  righ¬ 


teous;  that  by  his  being  lent  for  fin ,  and  condemn^ 
ing’fln,  the  right  cdufnrf's  of  the  law  is  fulfilled  in  us;; 
that  he  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs  to  the 
believer  ;  that  he  is  of  God  made  unto  us  righte- 
oujnefs  ;  and  we  are  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  Cod 
in  him — Is  it  poiTible,  that  the  dofixine  1  am  pleads 
ing  for,  fhould  be  exnrefJed  in  plainer  and  fironger 
terms  ? — The  Word  im'tmtr.  or  imtut ation .  is  nor  in. 


terms? — The  word  impute,  or  imputation,  is  net  in¬ 
deed  found  in  thefe  texts ;  but  the  thing  intended 


/ 


[2i  5  ] 

by  it,  is  plainly  found  there.  Let  that  oe  allowed, 
and  I  fliall  maintain  no  controverfy  with  yon  aboqt 
the  meaning  or  ufe  of  a  word. — -Let  it  be  allowed, 
that  Chrift  has  fulfilled  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law 
for  believers,  That  his  righteoufnefs  has  become 
theirs,  That  they  have  thereby  remi llion  of  fins,  are 
juftified  before  God,  and  made  righteous  :  let  tnele 
things  be  owned  ;  and  it  will  not  be  of  fo  Sieat  i,T1“ 
portatice,  whether  you  content  to  the  pi  opiitty  of 
the  word  imputation,  in  this  cafe  or  not*  No>v  tiiefe 
things  you  mult  allow,  or  deny  tne  very  language  of 
the  quoted  texts  :  And  by  allowing  thefe  things,  you 
will  allow  all  that  is.  intended  by  thofe  who  plead 
for  the  imputation  of  ChriiVs  righteoufnefs — Lut 
why  mud  the  word  impute  or  imputation ,  be  found 
fault  with  ?  Be  pleafed  10  read  the  fourth  chapter  to 
the  Romans,  and  oblerve  how  often  righteoufnefs 
is  there  laid  to  be imputed  to  them  that  believe. 
Though  the  righteoufnefs  there  fa  id  to  be  imputed , 
is'not  exprefsly  called  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  ;  yet 
that  is  folly  implied.  For  it  was  a  righteoufnefs,  w  here¬ 
by  Abraham  was  juftified  (v.  2- )  A  righteoufnefs  •with¬ 
out  works ,  (v,  6.)  A  righteoufnefs  by  which  our  Jins 
are  covered,  chat  the  Lord will  not  impute  them  (v.6,  7*) 
A  righteoufnefs  by  v\hich  God  is  the  lather  oj  ail 
them  that  believe,  (v.  i  i,j  And  a  righteoufnefs 
through  which  Abraham  had  the  promt fe  that  he 
Jhould  be  the  heir  of  the  world,  (v,  13.) --Now  can 
any  man  pretend  to  a  perfonal  righteoufnefs  which 
all  thefe  characters  are  fairly  applicable  to?  Or  can 
theie  characters  judly  be  applied  to  any  other,  lave 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  only  ? 

I  hope,  by  this  time,  you  are  convinced,  that  the 
Scripture  is  not  a  dranger  to  the  doCtrine  of  jujtifi - 
cation  by  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift.  I 
would  therefore,  fir,  intreat  you  to  confidcr,  it  is  of 
infinite  confequence,  that  you  yourfelf  be  not  a, 


ft  ranger  to  that  faith ,  by  which  you  may  receive 
this  righteoufnefs ,  may  have  this  imputed  to  you,  and 
may  in  virtue  of  this  be  accepted  (your  perfot/  and 
your  fincere  performances)  as  righteous  before  God . 

But  I  have  been  too  tedious  in  my  anfwer  to  your 
firfl  objedion.  I  therefore  haften  to  confider  what 

you  have  further  to  objed  again  11  this  important 
truth. 

;‘Y°ur  author/’ you  tell  me,  “argues,  that  if 
faith  be  imputed  for  righteoufnefs  unto  the  juttlfica- 
tion  of  a  (inner,  then  Chrift’s  obedience  cannot  be 
imputed  to  that  end  ;  unlefs  our  faith  and  ChrifRs 
righteoufnefs  be  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  rhino-  : 
That  there  is  nothing  more  evident,  than  that  faith 
(which  is  fo  often  faid  to  be  imputed  for  righteouf- 
uefs,  Rom.  iv.)  is  properly  our  own  perfonal  ri^h- 
teoufnefs  :  1  hat  the  word,  faith  (in  Greek )  figni- 
tiesfaithfulnefs,  as  well  as  believing  ;  and  includes 
evangelical  obedience  in  the  nature  of  it  :  That  God 
deals  with  us  as  moral  agents  ;  and  imputes  to  us 
the  righteoufnefs  which  we  personally  have,  and  not 
that  which  we  perfonally  have  notd9 

I  take  this  to  be  the  mod  plaufible,  and  the  moft 
weighty  objedion  againfi:  the  dodrine  under  confi- 
deration,  that  hnsever  been  made  :  And  it  therefore 
defervestobe  dilfindly  taken  notice  of.  I  iliall  ac¬ 
cordingly  endeavor  to  Ihew,  that  the  faith  which  is 
imputed  unto  righteoufnefs  (for  fo,  I  think,  (hould  the 
words  be  rendered)  does  not  include  obedience  in 
the  nature  ol  it.  J  jfhall  proceed  to  prove,  that  the 
faith  which  is  imputed  to  believers  unto  their  jufiifi- 

cation ,  is  not  their  own  perfonal  righteoufnefs _ 

And  then  endeavor  to  make  it  evident,  that  if  y  cur 
conflrufiion  of  thole?  patfages  in  Rom.  ii*,  were 
granted,  it  would  mike  nothing  againft  the  dodrine 


of  our  jufiification  by  the  imputed  nghteoufvfs  of 
Chrifi • 

I  am  fir  ft  to  view,  that  the  faith  which  is  imputed 
unto  righteoufnefs ,  does  not  include  obedience  in  the 
nature  of  it ;  conli, dering  faith  in  its  reference  to 
jufiification,  or,  (as  fome  exprefies  themft  !ve.b)  in  its  . 
office  of juflifying — For,  though  a  true  and  lively 
faith  has  its  influence  in  purifying  the  hearts  and 
lives  of  men,  and  producing  obedience  ;  yet  it  is  of 
the  very  nature  of  faith,  to  exclude  all  opinion  of 
merit  in  ourfelves,  to  refpeel  the  promife  of  God's 
mercy,  and  dire&ly  fend  us  to  Christ  for  jufiifita- 
tion  and  acceptance  with  God,  through  ins  merits 
and  righteoufnefs.  So  that  jujtifying  faith  as  fitch  % 
does  not  include  in  its  nature,  works  of  obedience. 
— I  need  not  ufe  many  arguments  to  prove  this  ; 
the  apoidle  having  in  the  plained:  and  ffrongeft  terms 
declared  it.  It  is  the  very  fcope  and  defign  of  the 
apoftle’s  argument  in  this  fourth  chapter  to  the  Ho¬ 
mans,  to  prove,  that  we  are  ju fifed  by  faith  without 
works .  This  was  the  argument  of  the  piecedino- 
chapter;  which  is  confirmed  and  illustrated  in  this, 
by  the  examples  of  Abraham  and  David.  ‘  For  if 
Abraham  were  juftified  by  works,  he 'hath  whereof 
to  glory  :  but  not  before  God.  For  what  faith  the 
Scripture  ?  Abraham  believed  God  ;  and  it  was 
counted  unto  him  for  righteoufnefs.  Now  to  him 
that  worketh,  is  the  reward  reckoned  not  of  grace, 
but  of  debt.  But  to  him  that  worketh  not,  but  he- 
lieveth  on  him  that  juftifieth  the  ungodly,  his  faith 
is  counted  for  righteoufnefs.  Even  as  David  alfo 
deferibeth  the  bleflednefs  of  the  man,  unto  whom 

God  imputeth  righteotifuefs,  without  works/ 

Rom.  v.  2,  6. 

1  he  apoftl*  is  here  ufing  a  variety  of  unanfwer* 
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able  arguments,  againft  the  doflrine  I  am  now  im. 
l>leaoing.  He  argues,  that  if  Abraham's  faith  had 
mcaided  works  or  obedience  in  it,  he  would  have 
had  whereof  to  glory.  All  works,  all  ads  of  obedb 
once  vvhatloever,  are  formally  our  own,  being  dona 
by  our  1  elves  :  and  therefore  may  be  gloried  of 
as  Inch  :  but  Abi  anam  had  not  whereof  to  glory  he. 
fore  God ;  and  therefore  Abraham’s  faith  did  not 
include  wo?  ks  o  1  obedience  in  the  nature  of  it,  con- 

ildeiing  it  as  counted  to  him  for  right eoufnefs> He 

next  fhews  us,  that  if  we  had  the  benefit  o ljufiifi- 
cation  as  a  reward ,  upon  the  account  of  any  works, 
of  any  obedience  whatsoever,  the  reward  would  not 
be  of  grace,  but  of  debt.  For  by  whatever  law,  by 
whatever  covenant- tranfaclion,  a  reward  becomes 
c. ue  to  any  fort  of  works ,  or  obedience,  it  is  how.5 
cvet  oecome  due  j  and  may  be  claimed  as  a  debt, 
upon  the  performance  of  fuch  works ,  or  obedience* 
V  hence  it  folio. vs,  that  no  lort  of  obedience  cither 
1c  gal  or  evangelical,  can  be  included  in  the  nature 
of  a  jifiif)  rug  faith,  as  fuch ,  if  we  are  judified  of 
grace  not  ot  debt,  fie  fhews  us,  that  vt  here  faith  is 
imputed,  unio  right tGufnefs,  ir  is  imputed  ro  him  that 
worketh  ret,  tiiat  doeth  no  works  of  righteoufnefs  at 
d\;  dependeth  upon  none  at  all  of  his  ow  n  doing, 
in  order  to  his  jollification  :  And  therefore  it  cannot 
pofiibly  be,  that  fuch  faith  has  any  fort  of  works , 
any  fort  oi  obedience,  included  in  the  nature  of  it, 
as  it  is  a  jfiifyh.g  faith,  lx  ju fifes  only  as  it  re¬ 
ceives  a  divine  gift,  freely  offered  ;  or  in  the  apof- 
tle’o  language,  as  it  beihvetb  on  him  who  jaftifeth 
the  ungodly.  Here  is  no  room  left  for  any  evaficn. 
After  ever  fo  many  critical  diftin&ious  are  made, 
Id  ini  the  t  worketh  not,  is  him  that  worketh  not •  He’ 
moreover  fhews  us,  that  the  faith  under  contldera-  - 
tion  is  a  belitving  on  }  i?n  that  jufl if  eth  the  ungodly  : 
and  therefore  cannot  include  evangelical  obedience 
in  the  nature  of  it ;  unlefs  evangelical  obedience, 
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and  ungoJtinefs,  he  the  fame  thing.  It  is  true,  that 
a  perloti  when  jufiified ,  or  when  exercifing  that 
faith  through  which  he  is  jufiified,  ceafes  to  be  in 
his  (late  anil  habitual  courfe  ungodly  ;  for  he  has  a 
faith  which  not  only  feuds  him  to  ChriJ}  for  juflifi* 
cation,  but  for  fandfif cation  too,  and  which  not  on¬ 
ly  embraces  the  promile,  but  the  precept  too,  and 
is  n  vital  active  principle  of  obedience.  But  then 
there  is  no  moment  of  time  intervenes  between  h  s 

ft  ate  of  urgo  nil  inc/s  and  his  juj if  cation _ He  fur- 

therjhews,  that  God  imputeth  right eouftrfi,  for  our 
j n it ; hc.ru> n ,  w i t h ■: u t  w o r k s. :  And  therefore  o b e d  - 
cncc  cannot  be  included  in  the  nature  of  jufiifyirg 
i.r.tli.  aa  hum  ;  unlefs  obedience  be  without  works 
ado.  iirre  like  wife  the  exprt  (lions  are  (fcrojtg  and 
I  h  re  is  no  room  f  cm  Ihifr,  or  cavil.  When 
an  i iK  mol.  planfible  pretences  in  the  world  are 
mane  to  avoid  t!ie  force  of  rhcfe  expreflions,  without 
works ,  i i 'without  works  fbll. 

ttu'V  admirable  does  the  pretence,  which  I  am 
oppofi  m,  appear,  when  the  apoftle  does,  with  his 
own  pul,  in  as  llrong  a:'d  pointed  language  as  can 
be  tiled,  obviate  the  pretence,  rejefl  it"  and  refute 
it  ;  and  mat  too,  in  the  very  context,  upon  which  it 
it  founded.  I  need  therefore  offer  no’ other  areii. 
menrs  to  clear  this  point  :  it  js  effectually  ‘do«e*\o 
my  hand  by  the  apoltie  himi'cif  :  And  his  reafonimr 
osiniti  to  take  place,  agairll  dl  objections.  Could 
V.  e  hw  jrftftrd  by  any  fort  of  works  or  obedience 
p? :  !  >n.a . y  performed  by  us,  we  fhould  have  whereof 
to, And  were  our  juft  fication  a  reward  efven 
on  account  of  any  works  of  obedience  of  ours,  it 
would  be  O  t  debt,  and  not  ft  grace.  Bur  both  rh’efe 
t.i'ngs  are  tncoftiiftetit  with  God’s  gracious  difpen- 
ia::o:;  towards  us.  He  imputeth  rigi.teoftr.els  to  hhn 
tout  vsoriieth  not;  he, juft fie!, h  the  ungodly  /  he  im. 
P^rtb  right  eouftnsfs  without  vsorks  ;  'And  therefore 
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faith,  which  is  imputed  unto  righteoufnefs,  does 

not  cannot,  as  luch,  include  any  fort  oi'  obedience 
in  die  nature  of  it. 


,  Pro«ed  now  to  prove  to  you,  that  the  faith 
.  K  1  is  imputed  to  believers  unto  their  juftification 
is  not  their  own  perfonal  righteoufnefs .  This  will 
evidently  appear,  it  you  duly  confider  thefe  follow- 
ln£  arguments  : 


.  Tha:  righteoufnefs,  by  which  a  Tinner  is  juffified , 
nine  righteoufnefs  of  God.—<  1  he  righteoufnefs  of 
ffD  is  revealed  from  faith  to  faith/  Rom.  i.  j7. 
‘  f  e  are  n,ac^e  the  righteoufnefs  of  GOD  in  him  ’ 
i  Cor.  v.ai  — 4  The  righteoufnefs  of  GOD,  which 
is  by  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift,  unto  all,  and  upon  all 
fiicm  tnat  believe/  i\orn.  in.  2i» — INJovv  it  cannot  be 
>  * :  1 1  - ^  righteoufnefs  of  Cod ,  and  our  own  in* 

herein  perfonal  right  eoifnfs  y  are  the  fame  thing.— 
If  it  be  pretended,  that  faith  is  the  gift  of  God,  and 
as  fuch  it  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  the  anfwer  is 
eafy.  fmth ,  confidered  in  itfelf,  as  a  principle,  is 
oius  in  Jectively  ;  and  confidered  in  its  exercife, 
it  is  ours  formally,  or  our  own  perlonal  afr  ;  and  in 
that  re h) eel ,  16  fir  as  it  is  any  righteoufnefs  at  all, 
it  is  our  own  perlonal  righteoufnefs  :  and  therefore 
as  it  is  our  o.vu  perlonal  righteoufnefs,  it  can  n^ 
more  properly  he  laid  io  he  rhe  righteoufnefs  of 
God,  than  cur  breath  can  be  faid  to  be  the  breath 
ci  God,  our  words  ro  be  the  words  of  God,  or  our 
loco- morion  to  he  the  motion  of  God.  For  our 
power  to  breathe,  to  fpeak,  or  to  move,  is  as  truly 
t{)C£;.f:  r-J  God>  as  our  power  to  believe — Befides, 
ail  pretences  61  this  kind  wire  utterly  excluded  by  the 
quoted  tf-xts.  for  if  faith  cannot  with  any  propri¬ 
ety  be  laid  to  be  revealed  from  faith  to  faith  ;  if  with 
any  propriety  fay,  that  faith  is  a  righteoufnefs  by  faith 
i/  Jtfus  (  hr if l  ;  then  faith  is.  not  the  right esufnefs  of 


x 
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if  1 


Moreover,  vve  are  faid  to  be  made  righteous  by 
the  obedience  of  ChriJl ,  Rom.  v.  19.  And  to  be  juf¬ 


tified  by  the  blood  of  Chriff  Rom.  v*  9 — But  faith, 
as  it  is  our  perfona!  inherent  righteoufnefs,  is  in  no 
refpecl  the  obedience  of  Chrift,  or  the  blood  of 
Cnriit  :  And  therefore  faith,  as  it  is  our  perional 
inherent  righteoufnefs,  can  in  no  refpeeft  be  that 
right£oufnefs ,  by  which  we  are  juft: died,  or  made 
righteous  before  God . 

Furthermore,  faith  as  it  is  our  perfonaj  inherent 
ngnteoufnefs,  is  our  own  *  but  the  righteoufnefs  by 
which  we  are  juftified,  is  not  our  own.  *  Not  hav¬ 
ing  my  own  righteoufnefsP  Phil.  iii.  9.  And  thpre- 
iore/faith,  as  our  psrfonal  inherent  righteoufnefs, 
does  not  juftify  us  before  God. 

I  will  only  and,  if  faith,  as  it  is  ct;r  inherent  per¬ 
form!  righteoufnefs,  cannot  anfwer  the  demands  of 
the  moral  law ,  it  cannot  juftify  us,  confidently  with 
the  perfections  of  the  Divine  nature  :  but  the  for¬ 
mer  is  true,  and  therefore  the  latter.  If  4  there 
had  been  a  law  given,  which  could  have  given  life, 
verily  righteoufnefs  fhouhl  have  been  by  the  law/ 
Gal.  iii.  21.  Bur  this  w?as  impoffible  in  the  cafe  of 
fallen  man,  as  being  utterly  inconfiftent  with  the  d i. 
vine  perfeaions—I  think,  go  man  will  pretend, 
tnat  out  perional  inherent  nghreoufuefs  can  anfwer 
the  demands  of  the  moral  law.  I  (hall  therefore 
only  endeavor  to  drew  you,  how  it  is  utterly  incon- 
ftiient  with  the  divine  perfections,  that  finners 
j/ionid  be  juftified  by  any  righteoufnefs  which  will 
not  aiifwer  the  demands  of  the  moral  law* 


[  222  2 


It  earn  not  be  agreeable  to  the  juj, Vice  of  Cod,  that 
vve  fhould  he  j  uft  fed  by  any  righteoufnefs,  which 
%V]J!  nor  an^wer  the  demands  of  the  moral  law .  For 
which-  reafon,  f  God  lending  his  own  Son,  in  the 
h  Kent  Is  of  finful  fie-fh  and  for  fin,  condemned  fin  in 
the  fle/h,  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  might  be 
fulfilled  in  us/ Korn.  viii.  3,  4.  It  is  by  <  declaring 
ChnlPs  righteoufnefs  (by  which  the  demands  of  the 
moral  law  are  latbned)  that  God  can  be  juft,  and 
)’ *ne  juftifier  of  him  that  belicveth  in  Jefus/ 
Iioiti.  iii.  2 6 — i  he  glorious  God  jujtly  gave  us  the 
law,  as  the  rule  of  our  obedience  ;  iaftly  required 
our  per  left  conformity  to  it  ;  and  jujlly  annexed 
the  penalties  to  it  in  cute  of  difobedience.  The  law 
was  founded  upon,  and  flowed  from  the  juft  ice  of 
the  Divine  nature*  Obedience  to  it  was  required, 
and  the  penalties  of  it  were  annexed,  by  the  redo- 
ral  jujhce*-v>\  the  great  Governor  of  the  world* 
And  the  jvjlice  of  God  is  now  the  fame  that  it  was 
when  this  law  was  firft  given;  and  with  the  fame 
inflexible  feverity  requires,  that  it  be  fulfilled,  and 
not  a  rittle  of  it  pafs  away,  or  be  defir oyed .  The 
ianiejr  jrlcc,  \\  :h  annexed  the  penalties,  muft  be 
fatisfien  t  or  the  violation  of  the  law,  in  fuch  manner 
as  that  the  honor  of  a  righteous  judge  may  be  fecu- 
red,  and  the  penalty  of  the  law  fulfilled.  Whence 
k  lolimvs  that  no  pci  fonal  inherent  .righteoufnefs 
of  ours  w  hatfoever  can  juftify  us  before  God,  con¬ 
fident  with  his  redoral  jufiice  ;  becaufe  it  can'not 
anfwer  the  demands  of  the  moral  law. 


It  is  altogether  impertinent,  to  pretend,  that 
Chrift  h  as  procured  eujier  terms,  than  obedience  to 
the  law  of  nature'  And  that  our  fmcere  obedience 
to  the  grfpel  is  now  the  condition  of  our  j uj i if  cation* 
For  the  queftion  ftiH  recurs,  Which  wav  is  the  mo¬ 
ral  law  fulfilled  ?  Has  Chrift  fulfilled  that  for  us, 
and  in  our  pkee  and  ftead  :  or  has  he  not  ?  if  he 
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facts,  we  then  have  a  better  righteoufnefs,  to  plead 
for  our  judification,  than  any  perfonal  inherent 
rigteoufnefs  of  our  own.  But  if  he  has  not ,  the  law 
has  {fill  its  full  challenges  upon  us  (penal,  as  well  as 
preceptive)  not  with  (landing  any  righteouineis  of  our 
own,  and  we  cannot  be  jultified  upon  this  bottom, 
confidently  with  the  juf  ice  of  God. 

I  mud  further  obferve,  it  cannot  be  agreeable  to 
the  holinefs  of  God,  that  dinners  Ihould  be  judified 
by  any  righteoufnefs  whatloever,  which  does  not 
fully  anfwer  the  demands  of  the  moral  law .  The 
moral  law  is  (as  it  were)  a  copy  or  tranfeript  of  the 
holinefs  of  God  ;  and  mud  therefore  be  a  perpetual 
and  unalterable  rule  of  righteoufnefs  to  man. 
There  can  ftriclly  be  no  righteoufnefs ,  but  by  a  com¬ 
plete  conformity  to  this  law  :  And  hence  none  can, 
confident  with  God’s  holinefs ,  be  accepted  by  him  as 
righteous ,  who  have  not  a  full  conformity  to  this  ori¬ 
ginal  and  only  rule  of  righteoufnefs,  to  plead  in 
their  favor.  If,  therefore,  we  can  have  no  fuch 
perfect  conformity  to  the  moral  law ,  to  plead  before 
God,  on  account  of  our  own  perfonal  inherent  rig h- 
teoufnefs,  or  any  other  way,  but  on  the  account  of 
the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrid  only  ;  then 
faith ,  as  it  is  our  own  perfonal  inherent  righteouf¬ 
nefs,  cannot  judify  us,  confidently  with  the  re  floral 
holinefs  of  God. 

I  may  add,  it  cannot  be  agreeable  to  the  truth  of 
God,  that  we  fhould  be  juft  i  fie  d  by  any  righteouf¬ 
nefs,  which  will  not  fully  anfwer  the  demands  of  the 
moral  law*  God  has  pronounced  every  one  c  unfed, 
who  ‘  continues  not  in  all  things  written  in  the  bock 
of  the  law,  to  do  them.’  If,  therefore,  we  hav« 
not  a  full  conformity  fo  *  all  things  written  in  the 
book  of  the  law,’  if  we  have  not  a  perfect  obedience 
to  its  precepts,  nor  a  full  fatisfaftion  for  the  viola* 
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tK)n  of  them  to  plead  in  our  favor,  then  either  w* 
uiua  he  under  the  curfe,  or  God  muft  break  his 

r.' ;  '  !,e  .latter  you  <ljre  n or  fuppofe  :  and  the 
otmei  ts^iu  us  nature,  ahiolately  inconliftent  with 
cur  jujnf  cation 

,  1  K)ow  f  bl\t  onc  Mfwer,  that  can  with  any  co. 

.on,  of  i leafon ,  oe  made  to  thefe  arguments  :  And 
nt  ts,  f  hat  Chrifl’s  fulfilling  the  L  for  us  is  our 
1  ‘«h‘eoulne.s  ;  as  freeing  us  from  the  rigorous 
chin  arms,  and  from  _  the  curfes  of  the  moral  law  , 
But  ihat  our  faith,  including  fincere  obedience  in 
us  nature,  is  our  righteoufnefs,  whereby 

we  ourfelves  perlonaliy  fulfil  the  gofpd,  and  are 
nerroy  J«M'd before  God.  According  to  this  d,f- 
tindlion,  Ct'nJ}'  r  nghteoufnefs  is  the  matter  or 
g.  oun  o.  our  justification,  taken  negatively,  as  it  lies 
in  amoving  us  from  the  curje  of  the  law,  and  decla- 
i  mg  our  iinsiorgiven  :  But  our  own  righteoufnefs 
the  matter  or  ground  of  our  jollification,  confidered 
polit^y  as  it  he  si  n  pronouncing,  us  righteous,  and 
entmed  to  the  llejpng — Now  the  leal’c  that  can  be 
i«is  notion,  is  that  it  eclipfes  the  honor 
oi  Car  if  as  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs,  and  leaves  man 
ivvcreof  to  glory.  — Rut  the  confideration  of  this  will 
of  cotirfe  bring  me  to  the  Inf}  thing  I  propofed  in 
the  aniwer  to  your  objection* 

If  your  conftruetion  of  thofe  pafTages  in  the 
fourth  chapter  to  the  Romans  were  granted  ;  and 
fuith>  as  including  evangelical  obedience  in  it,  \%  im. 
luted  to  us  for  righteoufnefs ,  yet  this  would  make’ 
nothing  again!!  our  juji iji cation  by  the  imputed  riph- 
letnfnefs  of  Christ.  For  allowing,  that/^//be 
our  perl  on  a  1  evangelical  righteoufnefs ,  and  that  as 
Inch  it  will  jufify  us,  or  render  us  acceptable  t« 
as  far  as  it  goes,  we  mult  yet  have  Christas 
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righteoufnefs  imputed  to  us,  or  elfe  lie  under  the 
curfe  of  the  moral  law,  as  I  have  already  proved. 

If  faith,  including  fincere  obedience  in  it,  be  im¬ 
puted  to  us  for  righteoufnefs ,  this  our  perfonal  righ- 
teoufnefs  muft  be  imputed  to  us,  not  for  what  it  is 
not,  but  for  what  in  truth  it  is,  that  is,  an  imperfect 
righteoufnefs.  God  cannot  judge  that  to  be  perfect, 
which  is  really  imperfect.  For  his  judgment  ever  is 
according  to  truth .  And  a  weak  imperfect  faith  (as 
that  of  the  heft  is)  cannot  conflitute  a  per  fed:  right  e - 
oufnefs.  Whence  it  follows,  that  we  cannot  on  ac¬ 
count  of  this  our  perfonal  righteoufnefs  be  effectual¬ 
ly  and  thoroughly  jnltiiied  ;  we  cannot  be  perfectly 
acquitted  from  guilt  and  condemnation;  we  cannot 
he  entitled  to  complete  happinefs  and  eternal  life, 
by  virtue  of  our  own  righteoufnefs :  And  therefore 
it  is  of  the  iaft  necefiity,  that  we  have  feme  other 
and  better  righteoufnefs,  even  a  perfect  otic,  to 
plead  ;  or  eife  we  innft  peri  {ft  eternally — At  leaft, 
we  cannot  at  prefent  be  jujrified ,  on  the  footing  of 
our  own  righteoufnefs,  fo  long  as  we  are  in  this  im¬ 
perfect  date  :  but  omit  wait  for  juf  ification  of  life, 
as  a  diffant  future  benefit,  not  robe  received  till  we 
are  made  perfect  in  hdlinefs .  Whereas,  by  the  whole 
current  of  Scripture  it  appears,  that  jufification  is  a 
prefent  benefit,  taking  place  in  the  life  which  now  is. 
Believers  have  not  a  mere  promife  that  they .fhaiibe 
juftifed :  But  (uch  are  in  the  rnoft  exprefs  terms 
rep  refen  ted  in  feripture  as  already  juftifed,  as  actu¬ 
ally  pardoned  and  ‘  made  accepted  in  the  beloved/ 
as  ‘  paffed  from  death  to  life/  and  reinftatechin 
God’s  fpecial  favor,  fo  that  ‘  there  is  now  no  con¬ 
demnation  to  them,’  but  they  are  now  the  heirs  of 
falvation . 

Thus,  fir,  I  have  given  you  feme  of  the  reafons 
I  have  againft  your  author’s  interpretation  of  chafe 


pillages  in  the  fourth  chapter  to  the  Romans.  Ma. 
ny  other  arguments  might  be  added,  further  to  il. 

thkTe  ithVrUrth  5  a;d  ro  refute  al>  pretences  of 
h  s  kind.  But  I  am  afraid  I  have  been  already  too 

t-oous  ;  and  1  hope,  what  is  already  faid  may  pro.e 
iuiiiciern  for  your  Jatisfd&ipn-.  '  * 

You  defire  me  ‘  to  give  you  a  brief  view  of  mv 

-^'Tr  ?  th.offe  r-Wvii  'ird  to  chew  you,  u 
w,,;U  fenfe  l  underltand/^VA  to  be  imputed  to  us  fer 

rgateoufnefs.  You  tell  me,  that  you  cannot  under. 

fwths  being  imputed  touts  for  riphtermL 
ntls’  ^a!1  intend  that  Chrijt's  nghinufm  fs  is'impmej 

i  ho  common  interpretation  of  chefe  paiTages  67  ' 
our  i  roteiiant  divines,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
re  for- nation,  is,  ihi\x  fajtlj  is  imputed  for  rio  liteojif-' 
nefs,  nor Jubjefthcly  or  as  it  is  an  aft  of  our  own 
and  our  perlonal  righteoufnefs  ;  but  objectively,  er¬ 
as  it  hath  re]  peel  to  its  object,  and  apprehends  the- 
ngkuoujntfs  of  Christ.  That  is,  as  faith  is  the 
.band  °J  between  Chrft  and  the  foul,  and 

inreivfls  us  in  hini  and  his  ui'fVifvhm  rmhteoufnefs 
it  is  ‘  imputed  to  us  for  rio hteoufncfs.^  Thus,*  ;r  j* 
tue  /  tghteoufmfs  of  faith,  as  faith  is  the  term  or  me;  n 
ot  our  mterefl  in  Chfift’s  r ghteoufncfs:  And  }et  it  is 
tut  }  ty rteoufnvfs  of  Chi  iji ,  as  he  was  the  immediate 
fubj  -ct  and  author  of  it,  or  as  it  was  wrought  out  by 
ii'in.  v/ui  faith  is  in  a  like  manner  faid  to  be  c  the 
lauii  of  Jefus  Chrift’  (Rom.  iii.  z2)  as  Cbrifi’ s  right.  . 
evafrigCs  is  here  fiid  to  be  the  nghteow%fs  of  faith. 
Our  it;  fit  is  not  called  the  faith  of  C hr  iff  as  it'  is  his 
perlonal  uC 7,  (Chrut  does  not  believe  for  usj  but  as 
it  lea.ivas  tue  Lord  Jelus  Chrilt,  and  gives  us  an  in- 
terej}  in  him.  Nor  is  our  faith  our  right  eouf'nefsi  as 
it  is  out  perfonal  aft  (our  faith  has  not  fulfilled  the 
Liw,  nor  a « fa e red  the  demands  of  vindictive  jujlice) 


but  it  is  our  righteoufnefs,  as  it  interefts  us  in  what 
Chrift  has  done  and  fufFer edforus,  w  hereby  the  lave 
is  fulfilled,  and  j iifi ice  Satisfied. — In  the  former  cafe, 
the  objeft}  is  put  for  the  aft}  :  The  faith  of  Chrift ,  for 
believ'ing  in  ChriJ} .  And  there  can  no  reaibn  be 
given,  why  with  the  fame  propriety,  in  the  latter 
cafe,  the  aft}-  may  not  be  put  for  the  objeft}  ;  the 
righteoufnefs  of  faith ,  for  righteoufnefs  by  or  through 
faith:  and  why  faith  may  not  be  counted  for  the 
righteoufnefs  obtained  by  believing. — It  is  remarka¬ 
ble,  that  the  apoflle  exprefllv  fpeaks  of  fait  h  in  this 
view7,  every  where  elfe  betides  this  context  :  And 
therefore  he  ought  to  be  here  alfo  underftood  in  this 
fenfe,'  to  make  his.do&rine  confident. — In  this  fenfe 
faith  is  our  jollifying  righteoufnefs;  as  a  condem¬ 
ned  malefactor’s  accepting  his  prince’s  pardon  is  his 
deliverance  from  execution  :  Or  as  a  beggar’s  ac¬ 
cepting  an  alms  is  his  prefeTvative  from  ftarving. 
As  in  thele  cafes  it  is  not  the  aft}  of  receiving  Chrift: 
but  the  beneft  received,  that  is  the  prefervation  :  So 
in  that  cafe  it  is  not  the  at 7  of  receiving  Chrift,  but 
the  benef  t  received  by  faith ,  that  is  the  believer’s 
righteoufnefs . 

But  “  you  cannot  underftand  how  faith's  being 
imputed  to  us  for  righteoufnefs,  can  intend  that 
Chrijt7s  righteoufnefs  Is  imputed  to  us.”  Well  then, 
let  it  oe  even  fuppofed,  that  faith  is  here  taken  fub- 
jedtively  ;  and  that  it  was  stbrabam' s  faith  itfelf, 
confjdered  as  an  act  of  his  own,  that  was  imputed 
to  him.  It  may  notwithstanding  be  fet  iri  fuch  a 
view,  as  will  fecure  the  truth  of  the  doctrine  I  am 
pleading  for,  if  the  text  be  confidered  as  it  is  in  the 
original  Greek.  ‘His  faith  was  imputed  UNTO 
1  ighteoufnefs.’  That  is,  as  he  \vas  reckoned,  judg¬ 
ed,  or  efteemed  of  God  to  be  a  found  believer,  fo 
tne  fait  a  vyhich  was  imputed  or  reckoned  to  him, 
was  unto  righteoufnefs  ;  w  as  inftrumental  to  his  at- 
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IfTming  of  right eoufnefs  ;  was  the  means  that  <  b 
the  righteoufnefs  of  one  the  free  gift  came  upo 
him,  unto  juftification  of  life;’  or  in  other  words 
was  the  means  of  his  intereit  in  that  righteoufnefs  c 
Christ,  by  which  he  was  juftified.  in  this  fenfe 
the  imputation  refpe&s  his  faith  ;  and  intends  ai 
approbation  and  acknowledgment  of  it  as  true  am 
fmcere,  and  effetftual  to  its  proper  purpofes.  Hi 
was  approved  of  God,  as  having  a  true  and  fount 
laith,  a  faith  effectual,  as  an  applying  means,  unt\ 
righteoufnefs,  and  thereby  unto  juftification  ;  a  fait! 
which  interefted  him  in  Chrift  and  bis  righteoufnefs 
and  thereby  entitled  him  unto  acceptance  with  God 
and  eternal  life.  He  was  judged  to  be  fuch  a  be- 
lievei,  as  to  have  a  right  according  to  the  termsoi 
the  covenant  of  grace,  to  *  have  righteoufnefs  im¬ 
puted  to  him  without  works/  as  it  is  exprelled  in 
verfe  6th.  According  to  this  view  of  the  cafe,  im¬ 
putation  is  confidered  in  this  context  in  both  the 
fenfes,  before  explained.  Abraham  was  reckoned 
or  efteemed  a  true  believer  ;  in  confequence  where- 
°'»  a  j unifying  righteoufnefs  was  imputed  to  him, 
even  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  without  the  law.’ 

I  think,  I  have  before  fufficiently  proved  to  you, 
that  we  are  juftified  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift 
received  by  faith,  and  cannot  be  juftified  by  any  per- 
ional  inherent  righteoufnefs  of  our  own.  1  his  has 
been  illuftrated  from  the  nature  of  things,  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  full  and  plain  fcripture  teftimony  :  And 
this  upon  an  impartial  fearch  and  inquiry,  I  think, 
would  appear  to  you  to  be  the  whole  fcope  and 
deiign  of  the  golpel  of  Chrift.  —  I  have  now  remov¬ 
ed  your  great  difficulty  out  of  the  way,  and  (hewn 
you  how  this  dotftr  ne,  fo  plainly  taught  every 
where  elfe,  may  he  true  in  a  full  confidence  with 
thofe  texts,  which  in  your  apprehenfion  feemed 
to  make  againft  it.  I  would  now  propofe  one  tne- 
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thod  more,  to  confirm  you  in  the  important  truth 
under  consideration  :  and  that,  if  duly  attended  to, 
cannot  fail. 

Allow  me,  fir,  the  freedom  to  ad  vile,  you,  that 
you  place  yourfelf  in  the  prefence  of  the  infinitely 
great  and  glorious  God,  and  give  yourfelf  to  medi¬ 
tation,  on  fuch  fubjetfis  particularly  as  may  tend  to 
enlighten  and  eff.ablifh  you  in  the  prclent  truth. — 
With  this  view  folemnly  contemplate  God’s  infinite 
jiiftice,  his  infinite  purity  and  hoiinefs,  his  infinite 
abhorrence  of  fin  and  linners,  efpecially  as  to  be 
feen  in  the  glais  of  Ch rift’s  fuffe rings.  Alfo  con¬ 
template  your  own  flate  and  moral  character,  both 
by  nature  and  practice.  Contemplate  the  {inful  de¬ 
feats  of  the  belt  works  of  righteonfnefs  that  ever 
you  have  done,  the  pollutions  mingled  with  the  be  ft 
duties  that  ever  you  performed.  Contemplate  the 
unbelief,  which  accompanied  the  higheft  actings  of 
faith  you  were  ever  capable  of  ;  the  formality  and 
hypocrify,  which  has  mixed  with  your  devdiueft 
prayers  ;  the  defultory  thoughts  and  dead  frames, 
which  have  accompanied  you  to  the  mo.fi:  facred  or¬ 
dinances  of  God’s  lioule  ;  the  frequent  violations  of 
the  moil  folemn  refolutions  and  covenant-obligations 
by  which  you  have  bound  your  foul  to  the  Lord  — 
And  in  a  word,  contemplate  the  greatnefs  of  your 
fins,  their  vafl  number,  and  dreadful  aggravations  ; 
with  the  nothingnefs  of  your  bell  performances  and 
htgheil  attainments  in  religion  ;  how  much  you  have 
done  againfl  God,  and  how  little  for  him — And  then 
confider,  what  plea  you  have  to  make  before  this  in¬ 
finitely  great,  this  abfolutely  juft,  this  perfectly  pure 
and  holy  God,  for  j unification  in  his  fight,  and  ac¬ 
ceptance  with  him — Will  you  plead  your  atfino-  of 
faith  in  him  and  his  protnifes  ?  Alas,  how  will  your 
prevailing  unbelief  fly  in  your  face,  and  put  you  to 

fileace  1  Will  you  plead  your  perianal  obedience* 

*  * 
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and  works  of  right eoufnefs,  that  you  have  done 
Alas,  how  will  a  vaft  degree  of  fin  and  unright eou 
nefis  cover  and  confound  you  ! — Will  you  plead  yot 
fincenty  before  God  ?  But  W'hat  w  ill  you  do  wit 
that  prevalent  formality  and  hypocrify ,  which  you 
own  confidence  will  accufe  and  convince  you  of  !~ 
Will  yon  not  be  forced  at  laft  to  cry  out  with  Da 
vid,  ‘  If  thou,  Lord,  fhouldell  mark  iniquity,  ( 
Lord,  who  fhall  {land.1’ — and  with  Job,  4  Behold 
I  am  vile  f  What  fhall  I  anfwer  thee  ?  I  will  la 
mine  hand  upon  my  mouth*  Once  have  I  fpoken 
but  I  will  not  anfwer  :  yea,  twice  ;  but  I  will  prc 
t  eed  no  further.’  Will  you  not  then  fee  your  ne 
\  o  a  more  perfeft  rightecufnefs,  to  plead  be 
fore  God,  than  any  perfonal  inherent  righteoufnei 
you r  own,  to  cover  your  dreadful  finfulnefs  an 
infinite  deiedts  ;  and  to  render  you  acceptable  ti 
God,  notv\  itbftand  ng  all  the  challenges,  which  th 
juffice,  the  holineis,  and  the  law  of  God,  togethe 
with  your  own  confidence*  have  againft  you  ?  Sure 
)y,  on  due  reflection,  you  mud  fee  yourfelf  in  perifh 
ing  necefiity  of  Chrift,  and  his  righteoufnefs,  to  re 
commend  you  to  the  divine  favour. 

Dear  fir,  I  Intreat  you  to  confider  in  feafon,  wha 
you  muff  confider  firlt  or  1  a  ft  :  and  let  you  and  I  b* 
l  ow  folerntily  careful  to  lay  our  foundation  fnre,  tha 
we  may  meet  with  comfort  at  the  great  trial,  anc 
receive  the  Euge  (i.  e.  well  done)  of  our  judge,  ir 
that  awful  and  great  day  :  which  is  the  prayer  of* 

-  V  ™ 

Sir, 


Your  &e» 

»  *  t  X 
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LETTER  XIII. 


Wherein  it  is  confderedj  whether  we  are  justified  by 
-Faith  and  Obedience  to  the  Go  (pel,  as  a  new  Law 
of  Graces 

Si  r} 

CAN  with  greater  encouragement  ufe  my  endea* 


JL  vours  to  remove  your  difficulties  ;  and  to  fatis- 
fy  your  defires,  fi ace  “  you  do  not  throw  difficul¬ 
ties,  either  in  your  own  way  or  in  mine,  out  of  any 
conceived  prejudice,  or  from  olfentation,  or  wrang¬ 
ling  difpofition  ;  but  from  a  fmccre  defire  of  budd¬ 
ing  your  hope  upon  the  fare  foundation  laid  in 
Zion.”  Would  all  men  ad  from  views  fo  wonky 
of  this  great  concern,  it  would  be  a  likely  means, 
not  only  to  pin  an  end  to  the  prevailing  confufions 
among  us  :  But  to  give  a  triumphant  pregrefs  to 
the  truth  ;  and  to  eltablilh  men  in  the  faith  deliver • 
ed  to  the  Saints* 

tl  You  have  (you  fay)  been  fo  fenfibly  affeded  hy 
any  laft  ;  and  are  fo  fully  convinced  of. the  danger 
of  mi  flaking  your  way,  that  you  are  the  more  1  o!  i  - 
citous  to  be  fet  right  ;  and  to  have  your  remaining 
difficulties  removed  :  and  therefore  you  intreat  me 
tb  bear  with  you,  while  you  propofe  your  llroror i[ 
-objection  againfl  the  dodrine,  I  fuppofe  to  be  of  fo 
great  importance. — Your  author  (you  fay)  tells  you, 
that  our  bleffied  Saviour  has  purchased  tor  us  new 
and  c after  conditions  of  life  ;  and  inllead  of  the  fm- 
lefs  obedience  required  by  the  moral  law,  he  has 
now  given  us  a  new  law  0}  grace ,  which  only  re¬ 
quires^/ with fincere  obedience  to  the  gofpcl,  as 
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the  condition  of  our  j unification  and  acceptance  wit] 
God. — Whence  it  is  a  neceffury  ccofequence,  tha 
our  juf/if  cation,  or  title  to  eternal  life,  depends  no 
upon  Chrift’s  righteoufnefs  imputed  to  us  ;  but  up 
on  our  faith y  including  fincere  obedience  to  the  gof 
pel,  as  the  condition  to  which  it  is  promised:  anc 
that  as  our  obedience  is  imperfedt,  fo  our  date  o 
j  unification  is  imperftft  alfo  ;  and  we  (hall  not  b< 
perfectly  judified,  till  our  obedience  be  perft&edd 

That  I  may  didindtly  confider  this  cafe,  I  (hall  en 
deavor  in  the  hill  place,  to  make  fame  proper  in 
quirtes  and  reflections  upon  this  Jcbeme  ;  and  offer 
iome  objections  again!!  it  ;  and  then  take  notice  ol 
the  arguments  which  you  have  brought  to  fupport  it. 

I  would  fird  inquire,  where  you  find  any  thing 
in  Scripture  of  our  Saviour’s  pur  chafing  this  new 
law  of  grace,  whereby  faith  and  fincere  obedience 
are  made  the  conditions  of  our  judificution  ? — Per¬ 
haps  your  author  is  blent  upon  that  head  :  and  for 
my  part,  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever  read  any 
thing  at  all  about  it,  in  the  word  of  God.  We  read 
often,  of  our  blefied  Saviour’s  (  giving  himfelf  a 
ranfom  for  us  •’  of  his  4  being  a  propitiation  for 
our  (ins  p  of  his  being  4  the  Lord  our  righteouf- 
weds  of  his'having  4  brought  in  everlading  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  4  his  being  the  end  of  the  law  for 
rightepufnefs,  unto  every  one  that  believeth  and 
of  his  being  4  of  God  made  unto  us  wifdom,  and 
i  ighteoufncfs,  and  fan&ification,  and  redemption  y 
with  many  other  like  reprefentations  of  his  procu¬ 
ring  a  judifying  righteoufnefs  for  us.  But  of  his 
purchafing  this  new  law  of  grace ,  not  one  word  is 
to  be  found  in  the  Scriptures — -May  we  not  judly 
iuppofe,  that  if  this  fcheme  were  right,  we  (liould 
have  it  plainly  reprefented  to  us  in  the  oracles  of 
God  ;  and  not  to  be  left  to  grope  in  the  dark,  and 
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tpfind  out  by  far-fetched  confequences,  what  is  the 
foundation  of  our  practice  and  hope  ?— How  vah  is 
the  difference,  between  the  one  and  the  other  lido 
of  this  queflion  !  On  the  one  fide,  we  have  (or  at 
lead:  we  think  we  have)  very  numerous,  plain,  ex* 
prefs  Scripture-authorities,  for  our  jollification^  by 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift*  On  the  other  fide, 
there  is  a  deep  filence  throughout  the  whole  word 
of  God,  about  any  fur  chafe  of  a  nevs  law,  Inch  a  law 
of  favorable  terms  ;  and  about  thofe  new  conditions 
of  our  jujiifi cation,  thofe  eafier  terms y  our  faith  and 
fincere  obedience. — This  fcheme  therefore  may  be 
prefumed  to  be  at  beft  but  of  human  in  vention. 

I  would  further  incure,  whether  in  the  nature  of 
things  there  can  be  any  juft  ifi  cat  ion  at  all,  upon  fucli 
conditions  as  you  fpeak  of? — I  have  (hewn  you,  that 
juflification  is  always  to  be  underflood  of  our  being 
efleemed,  declared,  manifefled,  or  pronounced  righ¬ 
teous.  Now  then,  if  our  evangelical  obedience  be 
imperfect,  we  are  (till  unrighteous,  by  cur  remaining 
Jin  and  difobedience  againfl  this  (imaginary)  new 
law  of  grace  ;  and  confequently  God  cannot  judge 
and  declare  us  righteous  by  virtue  of  our  obedience. 
For  *  his  judgment  is  according  to  truth/  as  I  ob- 
ferved  to  you  in  my  lafl  letter — Certain  it  is,  that 
no  man  upon  earth  is,  cr  can  be  pei  fedly  fincere, 
perfectly  believing,  or  perfectly  obedient  to  the  gof 
pel.  His  defeats  will  bo  greater  than  his  attain¬ 
ments,  and  his  difobedience  will  be  greater  than  his 
obedience,  under  his  higheft  improvements,  as  long 
as  he  lives.  He  knows  nothing  of  himfelf,  that 
does  not  know  this  to  be  fa 61.  He  mull  therefore 
ever  be  mere  unrighteous,  than  righteous ,  as  long  as 
he  lives  :  And  accordingly  he  that  can  make  no 
wrong  judgment  of  things,  will  judge  and  efleem  him 


to  be  as  he  is  ;  io  that  the  man  mull 
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and  aPPear  at  the  bar  of  Chrift  in  the  fame 


-  o  .peak  of  an  imperfefl  or  defective  ftate  of  iuf. 
tip  cation  lee  ms  to  be  a  m  oft  egregious  trifling  in 
uns  a v.  i u i  concern.  We  either  are  juftified,  or  we 
a:e  not  :  either  God  does  pronounce  us  righteous 
or  he  does  not.  Now,  if  he  does,  we  are  free  from 
guik,  and  fully  accepted  of  him  ;  but  if  he  does 
not,  we  are  under  guilt,  and  a  fentence  of  condem- 
-nanon.-  There  can  be  no  medium,  no  middle  ftate 
between  that  of  juftiftcation  and  that  of  condemn*, 
tion-  However,  were  it  even  granted,  that  we 
might  be  imperfectly  juftified,  in  proportion  to  our 
contoj  mity  to  this  luppofed  new  law,  we  muff  at  the 
boil  live  and  die  but  imperfetfly  juftified  ;  and  (as  I 
be cure  obierved)  mull  appear  at  the  bar  of  Chrilt 
in  the  iatue  irate  in  which  we  die;  and  coniequent- 
ly  be  but  imperfectly  juftified  forever,  without 
lonit  fun  her  remedy  be  provided  beyond  the  grave. 
I  bus,  this  doctrine  of  jollification  upon  the  foot  of 
perlonal  obedience  to  a  new  law.  is  better  adapted 
to  a  Popi/b  purgatory  than  to  th  z  P  rot  eft  ant  profef- 
iion  and  hope. 


I  would  ag.iin  inquire,  whether  it  be  poOiblein 
the  nature  oi  things,  that  we  may  have  any  ftneert 
ctcd:encc  in  in  is  new  In  .v  of  grace,  before  we  are 
jr-f-pea  ;  arid  conicquenily  whether  it  is  poflible  that 
wc  may  be  L  Tried  by  (incere  obedience,  before  vve 
have  any  acting  or  gracious  fincerity,  or  any  true 
o  leditnce  at  all?  -fuith  indeed  does  precede  our 
juftiritatibn,  m- order  of  nature;  but  not  in  tittle. 
There  is  no  moment  of  time;  wherein  a  man  is  a 
true  be. Hevei4,  and  yet  not  jollified  before  God  :  arid 


therefore,  there  cannot  be  a  moment  of  nine  for 


Gt  tl»  tn  oe  operative,  and  bring  forth  the  fruits  c>! 
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righteoufnefs  of  God  is  by  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift,  un¬ 
to  all  and  upon  all  them  that  believe  ;  for  there  is 
no  difference.’  Rom.  iii.  22..  This  is  the  condant 
language  of  the  fcripture,  ‘  We  are  juftified  by 
faith  ;’  and  4  he  that  believeth,  is  not  condemned.’ 
Therefore,  as  there  can  be  no  condemned,  no  un- 
jndified  believer,  at  any  time  whatfoever,  nor  any 
time  at  all  for  either  legal  or  evangelical  obedience 
between  the  fir  lb  ad  of  faith  and  our  paffmg  out  of 
a  date  of  condemnation  into  a  date  of  juftification , 
hence  our  liucere  obedience  rauft  be  the  confequence , 
and  therefore  cannot  be  the  condition  of  our  jufti- 
iication. 


Refides,  as,  there  can  be  no  fmcere  obedience 
antecedent  to  our  intereft  in  Chrift  and  union  to  him, 
it  hence  appears  chat  our  fmcere  obedience  inud  ne- 
ceffarily  be  the  confequence  of  our  judification  ;  and 
therefore  cannot  be  the  condition  of  it. — I  think, 
every  body  will  allow  that  man  to  be  in  a  jujtified 
date,  who  is  intereded  in  Chrid,  and  united  to  him. 
Now,  our  Lord  himfelf  allures  us,  that  we  cannot 
bring  forth  the  fruits  of  new  obedience,  till  we  are 


united  to  him.  John  vi.  4,  5.  6  Abide  in  me,  and 

I  in  yon.  As  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  it- 
felf,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine  :  So  no  more  can 
yc,  except  yc  abide  in  me.  He  that  abideth  in  me, 
and  I  in  him,  the  fame  bringeth  forth  much  fruit  : 
for  without  me,  ye  can  do  nothing.’  Or,  as  it  may 
be  rendered,  ‘  Severed  from  me  ye  can  bear  none,’ 
can  bring  forth  no  fruit  at  all.*  There  cannot  be 
3  greater  folecifm,  than  to  fpeak  of  a  lincercly  obe¬ 
dient  Chridlefs  firmer  :  and  therefore  there  cannot 
be  a  greater  inconfidency,  than  for  that  to  be  the 
condition  of  our  judification,  which  is  the  fruit  and 


* 
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Compare  the  original  with  John  xx.  7.  and 
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e&a  of  our  intereft  in  Chrilt,  and  fo  the  confe- 
quence  of  our  j  unified  (late. 

1  hefe,  fir,  are  feme  of  the  many  inconveniences, 
that  attend  this  your  fcheme  :  which  one  would 
think  Ihould  awaken  your  attention,  and  make  you 
look  well  about  you,  before  you  venture  your  eter¬ 
nal  interefts  upon  fuch  an  unfcriptural  and  incon¬ 
dite  nt  foundation* 


I  proceed  now  to  offer  fome  other  objections  a- 
gainft  the  dodlrine  you  propofe.  And  here  one  ob¬ 
vious  exception  again#  this  doctrine  is,  that  it  ‘  per- 
yerts  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God,’  and  makes 
it  properly  and  ftri&ly  a  covenant  of  works .  The 
condition  of  the  covenant  of  works  was  this  ;  c  The 
man  that  doth  thefe  things,  fhall  live  by  them.’ 
.•\urn.  x.  5.  And  the  condition  of  our  j unification* 
according  to  this  new  fcheme  is  this:  ‘The  man 
tint  doth  thele  things’  (i»  e.  that  performs  flncere  0- 
bedience  to  this  new  law  of  grace)  fhall  live  by  them.’ 
Where  then  is  the  difference,  between  the  old  cov¬ 
enant  of  works,  and  this  new  imaginary  law  of 
grace  ?  What  gave  denomination,  to  the  covenant 
of  works,  was,  that  it  required  works  of  obedience 
as  the  condition  of  it.  And  does  not  this  pretended 
new  law  of  grace  require  works  or  obedience  as  a 
covenant. condition  ;  and  does  it  not  therefore  de- 
ferve  the  denomination  of  a  covenant  of  works,  as 
much  at  the  other  ?  If  we  run  a  parallel  between 
'the  fir  ft  covenant  and  this  imaginary  new  law  of 
grace,  they  will  be  found  in  all  things  to  agree,  as 
a  covenant  of  works.  Thus,  the  old  covenat  of 


works  was  a  law  with  functions ,  requiring  obedience* 
as  the  matter  of  that  rigbteoufnefs  by  which-  man 
was  to  be  juftified.  And  this  imaginary  new  cove- 
nant  is  like  wife  'filed  a  law  of  grace,  which  requires 
■iiicere  obedience,  as  the  condition  of  our  jultificja- 
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tion.  7 unification,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 
old  covenant  of  works,  was  of  debt :  And  thus  it  is 
likewife  according  to  the  tenor  of  this  pretended 
new  law  of  grace.  An  obligation  to  give  a  reward 
for  fcrvice  performed,  makes  it  a  debt ,  upon  the  fer- 
vice  being  performed  ;  and  it  can  be  claimed  as 
fuch,  whatever  proportion  there  is  between  the  re¬ 
ward,  and  the  fervice  by  which  it  becomes  due. — 
The  old  covenant  of  works,  when  it  exa&ed  obe¬ 
dience,  yet  gave  no  new  ftrength  for  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  it  :  And  thus  it  is  likewife  in  the  prefent 
cafe.  .  For  unlefs  we  are  united  to  Christ,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  his  righteoufnefs,  we  can  have  no  fecuri-' 
ty  of  new  fuppliesof  grace  and  ftrength  as  we  need 
them.  Whatever  pretences  to  gracious  aftiftance, 
the  patrons  of  this  new  law  of  grace  may  make  ; 
they  do  not  pretend,  that  God  has  by  covenant  fe- 
cured  to  us  frelh  fupplies  of  grace,  for  perfevering 
obedience.  According  to  the  tenor  of  the  old  cov¬ 
enant  of  works, y unification  was  fufpended,  forfeit¬ 
ed,  and  loft,  upon  the  non  performance  of  the  re¬ 
quired  obedience  :  And  juft  thus  it  is  likewife  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  tenor  of  this  pretended  new  law  of 
grace.-— I  muft  therefore  again  demand,  wherein 
this  new  law  does  any  way  differ  from  a  proper 
covenant  of  works  P 

If  it  be  pretended,  that  the  conditions  of  this  new 
covenant  are  much  eafer  than  the  condition  of  the 
old  covenant  of  works  ;  which  required  perfect,  and 
this  but  imperfect  obedience,  as  the  term  of  our  ac¬ 
ceptance  with  God  :  1  anfwer,  Thisfuppofal  would 
nothing  alter  the  general  nature  of  the  covenant. 
Works  are  worjts,  obedience  is  obedience,  whether 
perfeeft  or  imperfect.  The  condition  of  each  cove¬ 
nant  is  works  ;  and  works  come  into  the  very  for¬ 
mal  nature  of  each,  as  they  are  covenants.  And 
therefore  how  the  one  can  be  either  more  or  lefs  a 
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covenant  of  w°As  than  the  other,  I  know  not— 
J^iules,  k  ss  a  great  miftake,  to  fuppofe,  that  th* 
conditions  of  this  imaginary  new  law  or  covenant 
,  “  ^'!/-'er 'han  the  conditions  of  the  old  covenant  of 
f‘ks.  The  cafe  is  much  otherwife.  He  with 
*  Pm  th®  fi‘1*  covenant  was  made,  had  fufficient 
Power  and  ability  to  fulfil  all  its  conditions,  and 

„ 'y  £0  come  »P  to  all  its  demands.  But  fallen 
ei  ,atiites  are  utterly  uncapable  to  perform  fincere, 

though  imperfeft,  obedience  ;  ihey  have  naturally 
no  incenty,  no  truth  in  the  inward  parts,  no  prin¬ 
ciple  of  new  obedience  ;  nor  does  this  pretended 
ccK'tnant  fupply  them  with  any,  as  before  oblerved, 
Hnd  therefore  whatever  pretences  are  made,  that 
1  "  J  conditions  are  eafier,  they  tire  indeed  rather 
imrc.a-xo  be  cemplyed  with,  than  the  conditions  of 
tne  tint  covenant.  It  is  more  difficult  for  a  man 

without  legs  to  walk,  than  for  a  perfect  vigorous 
iively  man  to  run.  0 


If  it  oe  farther  pretended,  that  this  law  of  grace 
oiuers  from  the  covenant  of  works,  in  that  faith  is, 
according  to  this  fcheme,  made  the  principle  condi - 
'  'r,n  0i  ^he  ziew  covenant :  this  is  but  an  empty  pre* 
tcnce.  For  faith  is  here  conGdered  but  as  an  a&  of 
cvti-ience,  and  as  being  leminally  or  virtually  all 
evangelical  obedience,  including  the  fame  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  it ;  fo  that  this  faith  is  nothing  elfe  but  a 
con( tit utive  part  and  aftive  principle  of  the  works 
required,  and  not  dHIin&  from  them  in  the  office  of 
juhi.ying*  And  was  not  Adam  as  much  obliged  by 
the  covenant  of  works,  to  acl  faith  in  the  condition* 
al  promile  of  life,  and  to  fubjeft  himfelf  to  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  legiflator,  as  we  £an  be  by  this  new 
law  ol  grace  ? — Let  the  cafe  therefore  be  looked  up¬ 
on  in  any  view,  in  every  vie w  ;  and  this  pretended 
new  law,  or  covenant,  of  mild  and  favourable  terms, 
wid  be  found  to  be  as  truly  a  covenant  of  works }  as  the 
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drd  covenant,  made  with  Adam—— There  will  in¬ 
deed  appear  fome  circumftantial  differences,  be¬ 
tween  that  covenant  and  this.  For  indance,  That 
covenant  was  appointed  and  enjoined  by  God  as  a 
fove  reign  :  whereas  this  (as  is  pretended)  was  fur- 
chafed  by  the  blood  of  Ohrid,  and  is  the  law  of  a 
Mediator.  That  covenant  admitted  no  renovation , 
when  violated  :  but  this  leaves  room  for  recovery, 
upon  condition  of  repentance  and  future  obedience, 
to  fuch  tranfgreffors,  as  does  not  happen  to  die  in 
the  fad  interval  of  unbelief  and  infmeerity. — And 
that  covenant  required  p erf  eft  :  This  accepts  of 
tmperfeft  obedience. — But  thefe  things  are  only  cir- 
cumdances  ;  and  enter  not  into  the  nature  of  a  co¬ 
venant-condition.  From  whatever  inducement  God 
was  pleafed  to  propole  thefe  conditions  ;  whatever 
be  the  confequence  of  their  violation  ;  and  whate¬ 
ver  degree  of  obedience  be  required  in  order  to  juf- 
tification  ;  yet  (according  to  this  new  divinity)  fin- 
cere,  perfevering  obedience  is  the  dated  condition  of 
each  of  thefe  covenants.  This,  -and  this  only,  was 
what  rendered  the  fird  covenant  a  covenant  of 
works  :  and  therefore,  when  all  the  pretences  are 
made,  that  can  be  made,  the  fecond  covenant,  upon 
this  fchetne,  is  as  itridiy  and  properly  a  covenant  cf 
works ,  as  the  fir  ft  was. 

Yon  feem  to  be  aware  of  this  confequence  ;  and 
therefore  demand  of  me,  “  Why  it  may  not  be  dip- 
poled  agreeable  to  the  divine  perfections,  to  require 
of  man  a  life  of  obedience  now,  proportioned  to  his 
prefent  abilities,  as  the  condition  of  his  jujiifi cation , 
as  well  as  to  make  with  him  a  covenant  of  works  at 
drd,  proportioned  to  his  primitive  powers  and  capa¬ 
cities  lJi  To  which  I  anfwer, 

*  have  already  Ihewn  you,  that  it  is  impofllble  that 
?ny  covenant  requwmg  Jincere  obedience ,  as  the  corn 
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tiition  of  our  juftification,  can  be  proportioned  toou 
prefent  abilities.  For  we  have  no  natural  ability  foi 
any  fincere  obedience  at  all.  ‘  We  are  dead  in  tref 
paiTes  and  (ins/  Eph.  ii.  1.  ‘  The  carnal  mind  in  11 
is  enmity  againft  God,  and  is  not  fubjed  to  the  law 
of  God  ;  neither  indeed  can  be/  Rom.  viii.  7.  Bu 
this  is  what  I  may  have  further  occafion  to  incul 
cate,  before  I  have  finifhed  this  letter. 

I  would  now  only  add,  that  the  fcriptures  repre 
fenttous  an  irreconcilable  oppofition,  between  oui 
being  faved  by  works ,  and  our  being  faved  by  the 
grace  revealed  in  the  gofpel.  I  have  (hewn  you  ir 
my  laft,  how  ftrongly  faith  and  works  are  oppoled  tc 
each  other,  with  relpeft  to  nnr  ]  unification.  And  1 
mud  alfo  obferve,  that  works  and  grace  are  in  like 
manner  eppofed,  as  irreconcilably  inconfiftent  with 
each  other,  in  this  grand  concern.  ‘  And  if  by  grace, 
then  it  is  no  more  of  works  :  otherwife  grace  is  nc 
more  grace.  But  if  it  he  of  works,  then  it  is  no  more 
grace  :  otherwife  work  is  no  more  work/  Rom.  xf. 
6.  ‘  By  grace  are  ye  faved  through  faith  ;  and  that 

nor  of  yourfelves,  it  is  the  gift  of  God.  Not  of 
works,  left  any  man  fhould  boaft/  Eph.  ii.  8,  9. 
4  Now  to  him  that  worketh,  is  the  reward  reckoned, 
not  of  grace,  but  of  debt/  Rom.  iv.  4.  Here  are 
the  moil  plain,  exprefs,  and  peremptory  declarations, 
that  can  be  made  in  human  language,  of  the  utter 
inconfiftcncy  of  works  and  grace,  the  impollibility  of 
their  concurring  in  the  affair  of  our  juftification  and 
intereft  in  God’s  laving  mercy.  Whence  it  plainly 
appears,  that  we  muft  be  faved  by  grace  alone  ;  or 
by  works  alone.  And  if  the  former,  it  muft  be  by 
the  firft  covenant  of  works .  But  if  the  latter,  then 
not  by  any  works,  by  no  obedience  at  all,  as  the  con¬ 
dition  of  our  juftification  and  acceptance  with  God. 

You  have  indeed  undertaken  to  obviate  all  fuch 
arguments  againft  your  fcheme,  by  pretending  that 
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a  where  works  are  rejected  as  having  no  hand  in  our 
juflifi cation,  and  as  being  inconliflent  wdth  the  grace 
of  the  gofpel,  it  mud:  be  legal  obedience  which  is 
there  intended  ;  whereas,  the  obedience  pleaded 
for,  is  evangelical .  It  is  not  fnppofed,  that  we  are 
juftified  by  obedience  to  the  moral  law  :  but  by  fin* 
cere  obedience  to  the  gofpd  injiitution 

But  I  intreat  you  to  confider,  that  if  we  are  in¬ 
deed  juflified  by  fincere  obedience  to  the  gofpel,  we 
mud  be  juiiified  by  the  works  of  the  law ,  by  obedi¬ 
ence  to  the  moral  law;  and  therefore  not  by  the 
faith  of  Chrid,  as  revealed  in  the  gofpel.  This  ap¬ 
pears  evident  from  inch  confiderations  as  thefe — 
1  he  moral  law  is  the  very  rule  and  dandard  of  all 
our  obedience  to  God  :  it  therefore  we  obtain  juf- 
tiftcation  by  fincere  obedience,  we  mud  obtain  it  by 
a  conformity  to  the  ynoral  law ,  without  which  there 
can  be  no  obedience  at  all,  and  therefore  no  fincere 
obedience.  All  the  duty  and  obedience  which  we 
can  owe  to  God  as  rational  creatures,  is  comprized 
in  that  comprehenfive  fummary  of  the  ynoral  law ,  to 
6  love  the  Lord  our  God,  with  all  our  heart,  mind 
and  ftrength,  and  to  love  our  neighbour  as  our- 
felves:’  tmd  there  neither  is,  nor  can  be  rny  obe¬ 
dience  fincere  and  acceptable  to  God,  but  what  flows 
from  this  principle  of  love,  the  fource  of  all  practical 
conformity  to  the  moral  law .  Befides,  the  gofpel 
decs  not  make  void  the  law,  as  a  rule  of  obedience  • 
hut  efi ablijhes  it  •  and  therefore  our  juftification  by 
fincere  obedience  to  the  gofpd,  is  a  judification  by 
the  deeds  of  the  lav:,  or  by  a  conformity  to  it  as  the 
rule  of  life.  It  is  no  jud  objection  againd  this,  that 
there  are  Come  pofitive  precepts  in  the  gofpel,  which 
are  not  difcoverable  by  the  light  of  nature,  nor  di¬ 
rectly  required  by  the  moral  law  ;  for  though  thefe 
pofitive  duties,  fuch  as  receiving  bnptifin  and  the 
Lord’s  f upper,  and  faith  in  Jefus  Chrid,  the  Mcdia- 
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tor,  confidered  as  an  ad  of  obedience  to  the  go'foel 
command,  be  not  dire&ly  required,  yet  they  are  b* 
iieccflafy  cpnfequence  enjoined  in  that  fundaments- 
ftatute  of  the  moral  law,  4  Thou  (halt  worfhip  the 
Lord  thy  God,  and  him  only  {halt  thou  ferve.’— 
Moreover,  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  wrought  out  the 
work  of  redemption  for  us,  4  that  the  righteoufnef 
of  the  law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us/  Rom.  viii.  4.  I] 
therefore  be  wrought  out  our  redemption  in  ordei 
to  procure  juft  if cation  for  ns  on  the  condition  of  fin- 
cere  obedience,  then  our  ftneere  obedience  is  a  ‘  fut 
filling  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  in  us  d  For  ii 
can  no  Other  way  be  fulfilled  in  us,  upon  that  fup. 


pof-'l.  '1  his  then,  I  think  is  a  plain  cafe,  that  we 


rnuft  upon  this  feheme  be  juftified  by  the  works  of  tin 
Lav,  by  a  perfonal  conformity  to  it,  and  by  our  own 
fulfilling  the  right  c  oufmfs  of  it.  Here  is  noplace  for 
your  diifindion  of  legal  ai  d  evangelical  obedience. 
All  obedience  is  l gal,  when  performed  from  legal 
■motives  and  to  a  legal  end ,  as  it  is  if  performed  it 
order  to  our  obtaining  juft  if cation  and  acceptance 
with  God,  upon  like  conditions  with  tbofe  propofed 
in  the  moral  law  ;  which  I  have  already  {hewn  tc 
be  the  cafe  here  before  us,  according  to  this  fcherne 


of  a  new  law  of  grace , 


Here  it  will  therefore  be  proper  to  paufe  a  little, 
and  conlider  whether  a  depending  upon  fuch  legal 
obedience  for  a  claim  to  God’s  favor,  can  be  confid¬ 
ent  with  our  L  Ration  by  the  faith  of  Chrift ,  as  re¬ 
vealed  in  the  gofpe!  —  The  apoftle  is  full  and  plain 
upon  this  head.  fc  1  herefore  by  the  deeds  of  the 
Jaw  fhall  1 : o  flefh  living  be  juftified  in  his  fight.  But 
now  the  righteoufnefs  without  the  law  is  manifelf, 
being  witndled  by  the  law  and  the  prophets/  Rorm 
iii.  20,  21 — :  Knowing  that  a  man  is  nor  justified  by 
the  w  orks  of  the  law,  but  by  the  faith  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  even  we  have  believed  in  jefus  Chrift  ;  tbst 
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might  be  juftified  by  the  faitn  of  Chrifl,  and  not 
by  the  works  of  the  law  :  for  by  the  works  of  the 
law  (hall  no  flelh  be  jollified,  Gab  ii.  16.— But  II- 
rael  which  followed  after  the  law  of  righteoufnefs, 
hath  not  attained  to  the  law  of  righteoufnefs. 
Wherefore  ?  Becaufe  they  fought  it  not  by  faith, 
but  as  it  were  by  the  works  of  the  law,  Rom.  ix.31, 

— And  be  found  in  him,  not  having  mine  own 
righteoufnefs,  which  is  of  the  law  :  But  that  which 
is  through  the  faith  of  Chrifl,  the  righteoufnefs 
which  is  of  God  by  faith/  Phil.  hi.  9. 

But  you  have  another  anfwer  to  make  to  fuch 
texts  as  thefe,  which  are  fo  ftrongly  pointed  a- 
gaind  any  dependence  upon  legal  obedience. 
“  There  are  fome  (you  tell  me)  who  plead,  that  the 
legal  obedience,  or  the  works  of  the  law,  which  the 
apofile  oppofes  to  the  grace  and  faith  ot  the  gofpel 
intends  no  more,  than  a  conform u y  to  the*  ceremo¬ 
nial  law  ;  ami  in  that  view  of  ihe  caie,  thofe  texts 
of  Scripture,  wherein  fuch  legality  is  condemned, 
are  no  ways  inconfiftent  with,  or  oppofite  to,  the 
dad;  me  you  are  pleading 

I  thought,  I  had  fully  obviated  tins  objection,  in 
one  of  my  former  letters  to  you,  wherein  I  endea¬ 
vored  to  for  before  you  the  apokk’s  fccpe  and  de- 
fign  in  his  epiftle  to  the  Romans,  efpecially  in  the 
fcvtnth  chapter  :  And  if  you  will  review  that  letter 
with  proper  attention,  I  think,  you  will  find  fufficient 
matter  of  fatisfadion. — It  is  Orange,  that  any  man 
who  has  ever  read  that  epifUe  to  the  Rouung 
wherein  the  cafe  before  us  is  fo  diftindlly  confide  red  . 
can  efpoufe  fuch  a  trifling  pretence,  as  this  to  rue 
mail  evidently  is.— The  apofile  there  fpeaks  of  a 
law,  by  which  ‘  the  doers  (fuppofing  there  were 
any)  'hall  be  jollified  before  God/  (Chap.  ii.  13)  of 
s&'laWf  which  the  Gentiles  may  (in  part,m  leak)  cl  if- 
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cover  °y  th  t  light  of  nature.;  and  therebv  be  in  ionic 
meaiure a  law  to  them/ elves,  (v.  14.)  But  can  ain 
nian  pretend,  that  we  could  be  juftified  before  God 
T  an  oolervance  ot  the  ceremonial  law  ?  or  that 
trie  bennies,  without  revelation,  could  have  under, 
iiood  the  ceremonial  law,  fo  as  to  have  been  a  law 
tothemlelves  /—-The  apoflle  is  there  treating  of  a 
by  which  'both  Jews  and  Gentiles  are  all  un- 
and  ty  which  they  had  '  the  knowledge 
ot  bn.’  (Chap.  iii.  9,  20.  and  vii.  7.)  But  could  the 
Gentiles  be  under  fin,  or  have  the  knowledge  of 
ii.i,  by  the  ceremonial  law ,  which  was  no  law  to 
thcmf  How  then  could  they  be  capable  of  any 
ti  an  fy  1  edion  oi  it?  i  he  apoftle  there  treats  of  a 
/^iv,  whereby  ‘  every  mouth  may  be  flopped  ;  and 
all  the  world  become  guilty  before  God  /  and  a 
law,  which  is  '  effabliflied  by  faith/  (Chap.  iii.  10, 
31)  Neither  of  which  can  in  any  ienfe  be  true  of  the 
ceremonial  law*  i  lie  apofile  in  fiances  in  moral  pre« 
cepts,  as  belonging  to  the  law  which  he  treats  of 
(Chap.  ii.  21,  22.  and  vii.  7.)  The  apofile  exem¬ 
plifies  the  works  of  the  law,  of  which  he  treats,  in 
the  cafe  of  Abraham,  (chap,  iv.)  who  lived  hun¬ 
dreds  of  years  before  the  exhibition  of  the  ceremo¬ 
nial  law  :  and  therefore  they  could  not  be  the  works 
01  the  ceremonial  law ,  that  are  there  oppofed  to 
faith — I  may  add,  the  apoftle  treats  of  a  law,  to 
which  the  believing  Romans  had  been  married,  (c hap. 
▼ii*  4-)  4 law,  '  the  righteoufnefs  of  which  muft  be 
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fulfilled  hi  us,  (chap.  viij.  4.)  J  law ,  according  to 

which  '  the  man  that  doth  thefe  things,  fhall  live  by 


them,  (chap.  x.  5.  Gal.  iii.  12.)  A  ‘  law  which  if 
the ci i  cumcifion  keep  the  r'ghteoufnefs  of,  his  uncir- 
cumciiion  fiiall  be  counted  for  circunicifion/  (chap, 
ii.  26.) ‘  A  law  w hich  worketh  wrath/  (chap  iv.  15.) 
and  a  !  aw,  by  which  *  we  are  under  the  curfe  lor 


r, 


n. 


(Gal.  iii.  10.)  None  of  which  characters  are 
properly  applicable  to  the  ceremonial  law. —  Upo'a 
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tire  whole,  then,  it  is  evident,  even  to  dernonfira- 
tion,  that  it  is  the  moral  law,  of  which  he  *'  concludes 
that  a  man  is  juftihed  by  faith  without  the  works  of 
the  law  ;  that  a  man  is  not  juilified  by  the 
works  of  the  law,  but  by  the  faith  of  Jefus 
Chriit  :  and  if  righteoufnefs  came  by  the  law,  then 
Chrill:  is  dead  in  vain.*  In  a  word,  all  dependence 
for  juftification  upon  any  works 9  either  of  the  cere¬ 
monial  or  moral  law,  is  diredly  oppofite  to  the 
grace  of  the  gofpel,  and  to  the  way  of  faivaticn  by 
the  faith  .of  Jefus  Chriit* 

But  you  tell  me,  that  if  it  be  allowed  to  be  the 
works  of  the  moral  law,  to  which  the  apoftle  refers, 
it  mult  imply  an  apprehenfion  and  vain  imagination 
of* a  perfetl  conformity  to  that  law.  And  that  the 
apoltle  only  condemned  the  hope  of  thofe,  who  im¬ 
agined  that  they  had  merited  falvation,  by  their  per¬ 
fect  obedience  to  the  moral  law.” 

This  (if  pofiible)  is  a  more  trifling  pretence  than 
the  former,  for  which  there  is  not  the  leaf!  ihadow 
cf-a  foundation — The  Jews  and  Judaizing  Chrif- 
tians,  knew  themfelves  to  be  tinners.  They  had 
the  Bible,  which  every  where  taught  them  their 
imperfect  and  finful  ftate. — Their  continual  expia¬ 
tory  facrifices,  their  laying  their  fins  upon  the  head 
of  th e  fcape  goat,  their  annual  confefiing  themfelves 
Tinners  on  the  day  of  atonement,  with  all  their  legal 
purifications,  were  continual  monitors  to  them  of  the 
imperfections  of  their  obedience.  And  as  this  was 
the  cafe  of  the  Jews,  we  may  more  ftrongly  con¬ 
clude  that  the  Gentiles,  newly  converted  from  their 

devil-worfhip,  could  make  no  fuch  pretence _ So 

that  had  the  apoltle  only  ddputed  againft  this  pre¬ 
sence,  he  had  only  contended  with -his  own  Ihadow. 
lie  condemns  our  dependence  upon  the  works  of  the 
daw.;  and  is  not  our  imperfect  obedience,  as  truly 
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the  works  of  the  law,  as  per  fed  obedience  could  "be 
Can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  depending  upoft  ptrfeft  0 
becnrnce,  which  fulfils  the  law',  will  condemn  us 
but  that  to  depend  upon  imperfett  obedience,  whicl 

does  not  fulfil  the  law,  will  not  condemn  us  in'  ih 
fight  of  God! 

Indeed,  fir,  I -cannot  bni  compaffidnate  the  caf 
01  thole  men,  w-ho  by  fo  many  artful  fhifts  and  eva 
lions  are  putting  fotne  glofs  or  other  upon  fuch  nu 
meious,  clear,  and  plain  texts  of  Scripture,  to  mafa 
them  confident  with  their  beloved  fchemes  ;  ane 
perhaps  to  keep  their  confciences  eafy,  in  a  depen- 
dcnce  upon  their  own  obedience  for  their  judifica- 
non.— -But  I  have  been  too  long  upon  this  head.  I 
mud  therefore  more  briefly  mention  feme  other 
juft  prejudices  again#  this  fcheme. 

Another  exception  then  to  this  fcheme  is,  that  it 
is  incontinent  with,  and  repugnant  to,  the  various 
representations  which  the  Scriptures  gives  us  of 
the  redemption  by  Christ,  and  of  the  method  in 
which  our  ialvation  is  wrought  out  by  him.—- *  Re 
was  made  to  be  fin  for  us,  w  bo  knew  no  fin,  that 
wemignt  be  made -the  righreoufnefs  of  God  in  him,? 
0  C 01  •  ‘  lie  ms  own  iclt  bare  our  fins,  in 

his  own  body  on  the  tree/  i  Pet.  ii.  24.  Now  how 
caii  it  in  6ny  fen f e  whatever  be  poffibly  true,  th? 


'a  ft  J  7  **■■•*•' 

cui*  uord  jeius  Chrid  was  made  (in  for  us,  tin  lefs  ii 
be  under  flood  m  the  imputative  fenfe?  Or,  that  be 
bare  our  fins  in  bis' vWri  body ,  if  tie  only  undercook  tc 
pure  hale  for  us  a  grant  of  pardon  and  reconciliation 
with  God,  upon  the  condition  of  our  finccre  obetfi- 
once  ;  -and  rmlets  out  fins  \v6re  -imputed  to  him 
He  is  like’wiie  fa  id  to  give  his  life  a  ranfbin  for  us^ 
Priat.  xx.  28.  And  can  pr honors  be  fiaid  to  be:  ran- 
fomed  our  of  their  enemy’s  hands,  who  are  only  pit! 

own 


under  advantages  to  work  out  their 
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■ttid  deliverance  ?  Upon  the  payment  of  a  ranfom, 
the  confenting  captives  is  immediately  releafed  ; 
and  as  the  prophet  exprefles  it  with  refped  to  the 
cafe  before  us,  Liberty  is  proclaimed  to  the  captives* 
— He  is  moreover  reprefented  as  an  atonement  for 
our  fins  ;  and  an  atonement  which  believers  have  ac¬ 
tually  received.  ‘  By  whom  we  have  received  the 
atonement/  Rom.  v.  n.  And  can  divine  juftice  be 
atoned  for  oUr  fins  •  and  we  not  freely  acquired  and 
juftified?  Can  we  have  received  the  atonement  by 
faith,  when  it  yet  depends  upon  our  future  conduCl, 
and  upon  our  fineene  obedience,  whether  we  ihall 
ever  receive  the  benefit  of  it? — lie  is  alfo  repre¬ 
fented,  as  having  (  redeemed  us  from  the  curie  of 
the  law,  being  made  a  curie  for  us/  Gal.  iii.  13. 
And  how  can  it  with  any  propriety  be  faid,  that  be¬ 
lievers  are  actually  redeemed  from  the  curfe ,  when 
they  are  (till  under  the  curfe,  and  mud  continue  fo 
until  by  a  cowrie  of  fin  cere  per  fevering  obedience, 
they  get  themfelves  acquired  andjnfiified?  Or  how 
could  our  blefied  Saviour  be  made  a  curfe  for  us, 
when  neither  our  guilt  was  imputed  to  him  ;  nor  his 
fufferings  were  imputed  toils?  Fie  might  indeed 
upon  this  fuppofal  be  faid  to  fuffer  for  our  advan¬ 
tage  and  benefit  ;  but  he  could  not  be  made  a  curfe 
for  us,  in  our  (lead,  when  no  curfe  due  to  us  was 
laid  upon  him  :  nor  we  freed  from  any  curfe  by  his 
fufferings,  without  procuring  our  deliverance  by 
our  own  ’fin cere  peVfevering  obedience,  fie  is  like- 
wife  reprefented  as  our  furety,  a furety  of  a  better 
tefi  ament,  Heb-  vii.  22.  And  has  the  furety  paid 
the  debt  ;  but  the  bond  not  cancelled,  nor  the 
debtor  re 1-e a fe d  f ro m  p a y m e n t  ?  1) oe s  divine  j u It i c e 
demand  the  payment  of  the  debt  in  order  to  fat'is- 
faction,  and  the  performance  of  the  conditions  in 
order  to  our  jnjhjiccrt ion,  of  both  the  furety  and  the  * 
principal  debtor  P  He  is  moreover  reprefented  as 
'*  die  Lord  our  Right-eoufuefs/  Jer.  xxiik  6.  And 
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is  find  ‘  to  ha  made  of  God  unto  us  wHdom,  anil 
rjghttoufnefsy  and  fimftification,  and  redemption  > 
i  Cor.  l.  3  i  He  is  our  peace,’  Eph.  ii.  j4.  But 
I  know  not  how  Chnft  can  be  ours  lor  any  of  tfeefe 
purpores,  no. els  upon  our  receiving  him  by  faith 
thele  benefits  are  ■with  him  freely  given-  us,  actually 
imputed  or  imparted  to  us,  and  we  confidered  as 
yelled  with  them,  and  partakers  of  them.  For  in- 

ar'c^’  can  Ch‘'ift  be  °ur  right eoufnefs,  and  we,  not- 
wttmtanding,  have  no  righteoufnefs  that  will  jurtify 
us  beiore  God,  till  we  have  wrought  out  a  righte- 
ou  fuels  of  our  own,  by  a  perfevering  courfe  of  fin- 
cere  obedience  ?  Can  he  be  our  peace  ;  and  we,  not 
be  at  peace  with  God  upon  our  faith  in  him,  until 
qy  a  courle  of-hncere  obedience  we  are  juflified  and 
interelled  in  the  divine  favour?  The  time  would 
fan  me,  hiou.d  I  particularly  inlift  upon  all  the  va 
nous  reprefematlons  of  Christ’s  redemption  in 
Scripture  ;  and  Ihew  they  are  all  direftly  repugnant 
to  this  fcheme  of  yours.  I  fhall  therefore  mention 
but  an  m fiance  or  two  more  ;  and  then  inborn  it  to 
your  own  ferious  reflexion.  We  are  fa  id  ‘  to  be 
justified  by  his  biood  ;  and  reconciled  to  God  bv  his 
ceatly’  Horn.  v.  9,  io-  But  can  we  be  inftified  by 
his  blood,  and  yet  juflified  by  our  own  obedience  ' 
Are  we  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  Cbrift  and 
yet  not  reconciled  to  God,  but  by  a  continued^ro- 
grefs  of  our  own  obedience  !  Dare  you,  fir,  adven¬ 
ture  to  attribute  that  to  your  own  obedience,  which 
is  attributed  by  the  Spirit  of  God  to  the  blood  and 
death  of  Chrifl  ? 

But  perhaps  you  wifi  make  the  fame  remarks  up- 
on  what  I  have  now  offered,  as  you  did  upon  my 
lall,  and  tell  me,  that  “  Your  author  does  indeed 
luppole  iome  conditions  of  our  interefl  in  the  bene¬ 
fits  procure  !  by  Chrill  lor  us;  and  do  not  they 
who  are  of  the  other  fide  of  the  3u  eft  ion  alfo  fop- 
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pofe  our  intereft  therein  to  be  conditional  ?  Do  not 
they  foppofe  faith  to  be  the  condition  of  our  inter- 
eft  in  Chrift,  and  all  the  benefits  he  had  purchafed 
for  us  ?  Where  then  is  the  difference  ?  Why  is  a 
conditional  intereft  in  the  benefits  purchafed  by 
Chrift,  fo  very  offenfive  in  the  one  fcheme  ;  and  To 
innocent  and  inoffenfive  in  the  other  ?” 

In  anfvver  to  this,  you  nmft  allow  me  the  free¬ 
dom  to  tell  you,  that  this  plea  takes  its  rife  from  a 
very  great  inattention  to  the  fubjedl  before  us. — 
You  know,  fir,  that  I  have,  in  my  former  letters, 
largely  and  particularly  Ihevvn  you,  that  faith  is  no 
©therwife  a  condition  of  our  intereft  in  Chrift,  and 
the  benefits  of  his  redemption,  than  a  beggar’s  re¬ 
ceiving  an  alms  is  a  condition  of  his  having  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  it  ;  or  than  a  condemned  malefatftor’s  accept¬ 
ing  a  free  pardon  is  the  condition  of  his  reprieve 
from  execution,  and  reftoration  to  his  prince’s  fa¬ 
vour,  And  is  there  no  difference  between  partak¬ 
ing  of  a  free  gift,  on  no  other  condition  than  a  thank¬ 
ful  acceptance  ;  and  having  the  offer  of  a  favour  on 
the  condition  of  long  continued  fervices ,  of  very 
difficult  and  uncertain  performance?  Is  there  no 
diffe  rence  between  expecting juftificatim  from  no 
right  eoufnefs  of  our  own ,  but  only  from  the  right  couft 
nefs  of  Chrift,  received  by  faith  ;  and  our  fuppofing 
this  alone  an  infuffcient  foundation  of  confidence, 
and  therefore  look  to  fome  righteoufnefs  of  our  own 
as  tlie  condition  of  cur  acceptance  with  God  ?  The 
diffe  rence  is  juft  as  great,  as  between  any  other 
eontradi&ory  propofitions.  Upon  the  one  fuppofal 
Chrift  himfelf  has  performed  all  the  proper  condi¬ 
tions  of  our  juft ification,  and  freely  beftows  the 
benefit,  on  our  grateful  acceptance  :  Whereas  up¬ 
on  the  other  fuppofal,  Chrift  has  not  performed  the 
conditions  of  our  juft  if  cation,  but  only  procured  for 
-us-  the  privilege  to  perform  them  <surf elves s —  Upon 
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ihc  one  fuppofal,  we  are  jujlified  on  account  t 
thrift's  obedience  ;  but  on  the  other  fuppofal,  w 
are  juflified  on  the  account  of  our  own  obedience 
Upon  the  one  fuppofal,  Chrift  has  merited  juftifica 
tron  tor  us  without  works  ;  but  upon  the  other  fup 
]X>ral,  he  has  merited  justification  for  us  by  our  works 
And  in  fine,  upon  the  one  fuppofal,  the  fir  ft  ad  0 
javi ogfaitn  gives  an  immediate  and  continuing  in 
terefi  in  the  favour  of  God  :  but  upon  the  other  fup 
pofal,  faith  is  but  the  introduction  of  that  life  of  fin 
cere  obedience ,  which  is  properly  the  condition  0 
our  obtaining  and  enjoying  the  divine  favour. 

Sir,  it  belongs  now  to  you,  fer ioufly  and  inipar 
lially  to  reflect  and  contider,  which  opinion  is  mof 
likely  to  be  true  *  whether,  that  which  renounce 
all  c^njuknee  in  the  fief h,  and  propofes  no  conditioi 
Qf.Ji{f>ijlcation9  but  our  hearty  approbation  and  ac 
cepe 3 nee  of,  and  dependence  upon  the  Lord  Jem, 
Chi  nt  alone,  as  the,  way  'wherein  the  priory  of  tlii 
rigbteoufnefs,  wifdom,  love,  and  mercy  of  G  Q  I] 
is  exalted,  and  (inful  man  juftiy  debafed,  and  bro’ 
to  the  foot  of  .an  infinite  Sovereign  :  Or,  that  opin 
ion  which  denies  this  honor  tothe  Redeemer’s  mer 
its,  and  to  fovereign  grace,  and  pro  poles  our  oivt 
performances  and  attainments,  as  conditions  of  ov.i 

jufl  ij i  c  a  t  ion  and  accept  an  ce  vv  it  h  God _ I  have  nou 

been  file  wing  you,  that  the  former  is  the  Scriptun 
representation  of  the  cafe  r  And  me.thinks,  any  on< 
mat  has  had  a  jiuf  and  lenfible  difeovery  of  his  owr 
depravity  and  fpiritual  impotence,  mud  know  b) 
experience,  that  it  is  the  only  way,  in  which  he  car 
entertain  comfortable  expectations  of  iafety  am 
happinefs. 

Amother  objedlien  again  id  this  opinion  is,  that  it  h 
dcjtrubiive  of  prafficul  religion,  fubverfive  to  a  life 
oi  true  holme fs .  — Whatever  fen tunenxs  wp  entertain^, 
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and  whatever  principles  we  efpoufe,  we  mu  ft  yet 
remember,  that  *  without  holinefs  no  man  fball  lee 
the  Lord  ;  and  he  that  hath  this  hope  in  him,  puri- 
fieth  himfelf  as  he  is  pure.’  The  ‘  doctrine  of 
Chrift*  is,  in  all  its  parts,  a  ‘  dodrine  according  to 
godlinefs.’  If  it  therefore  appears,  upon  an  impar¬ 
tial  examination  of  this  cafe,  that  thefe  principles  of 
your  author  are  inconliftent  with,  and  repugnant  to 
that  holinefs,  which  is  a  necedary  qualification  for  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  there  can  no  other  argument 
be  wanting  againff  thisfeheme^  to  convince  us,  that 
it  cannot  be  agreeable  to  him,  *  who  gave  himfelf 
for  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity, 
and  purify  unto  himfelf  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of 
good  works.’ — Bui  left  I  be  mifunderflood,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  a  cenfure  for  uncharitablenefs,  I  would 
premile,  that  I  cannot  but  hope,  that  there  are  fome 
who  adhere  to  thefe  principles,  whofe  hearts  are 
founder  than  their  heads  ;  and  who  are  truly  holy 
in  body  and  fpirit,  by  a  dependence  very  different 
from  their profejjion-  This  is  what  may  be  reafon- 
ably  hoped,  not  only  from  the  exemplary  lives  of 
fome  who  embrace  thefe  tenets,  but  from  their 
prayers ,  of  a  truly  evangelical  drain,  which  we 
ought  to  fuppofe  the  language  of  their  hearts ,  and 
which  we  ought  to  hope,  will  find  audience  with 
God,  fiotwithftasiding  the  error  of  their  judgments. 

I  muff  ncverthelefs  infid  upon  it,  that  filch  cannot 
be  truly  holy ,  whofe  hearts  and  lives  are  coniform- 
able  to  the  principles  I  am  oppofing. —  Not  all  their 
religious  purpofes,  promifes,  refutations,  reforma¬ 
tions,  not  all  their  fadings,  external  mortifications, 
macerations  of  their  bodies,  vows*,  meditations,  pray-1 
ers,  or  other  endeavours  they  may  tife,  can  be  pro- 
dudive  of  holinefs,  upon  thefe  principles .  IV]  em 
may  by  fuch  means  put  fome  reftraint  upon  their 
corruptions,  they  may,  in  a  ilavilh  manner,  perform 
fome  hypocritical  duties,  and  thereby  may  quiet 
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their  confciences,  obtain  a  reputation  amongft  me 
and  entertain  hopes  of  heaven  :  But  they  mutt  y 
remain  Grangers  to  any  true  love  to  God,  delig 
in  him,  and  conformity  of  heart  and  affections 
him  ;  wherein  the  effence  of  holinefs  canfifts- 
This  will  appear,  from  fuch  considerations  as  thefe 
It  is  an  inconteftible  truth,  that  we  cannot  be  hoi 
before  we  have  a  principle  of  holinefs  •  that  we  cai 
not pei  form  vital  actions,  without  a  Source  and  prii 
ciple  of  life.  It  is  equally  certain,  that  we  natu 
ally  have  not  this  principle  of  Spiritual  life  :  but  6  tl 
imagination  of  man’s  heart  is  evil  from  his  yout 
only  evil  continually.’ — -It  is  alfo  certain,  that  fal 
in  Chrift  is  contemporary  with  (though  in  order  < 
nature  it  flows  from,  and  is  fucceftive  to)  the  fir 
principles  of  Spiritual  life  ;  and  it  is  from  our  unit: 
ro  Chrift  by  faith,  that  we  derive  from  him  fuppli 
of  grace  and  ftrength,  and  that  the  whole  progre 
of  holinefs  is  carried  on  in  the  foul — It  is  therefoi 
necefTary,  that  we  be  firft  united  to  Chrift,  the  hes 
of  influences,  and  fountain  of  all  holinefs,  and  fo  fc 
habitualy  alive  to  God,  before  we  can  actually  liveh 
Cod,  as  I  have  obferved  before.  All  our  attair 
ments  in  religion,  without  a  vital  principle  withir 
wi!l  he  but  as  a  c-arcafe  without  breath  ;  or  t 
ftreamsfrom  a  corrupt  fountain.-- Whence  it  fo 
lows,  that  they  who  are  looking  to  fincer 
obedience  for  juftrfi  cation,  mu  ft  be  ftrangers  t 
true  holinefs  ;  they  not  having  firft  committed  thci 
fouls  to  Chriji ,  depended  upon  him  alone  for  rightt 
oufnefs  and  ftrength ,  and  thereby  obtained  fupplic 
of  grace  for  a  life  of  holinefs,  from  that  only  four 
tain  of  life. — To  feck  juftificatian  from  our  fanftifi 
cation ,  is  to  invert  the  order  and  method  of  our  fal 
vat  ion  :  it  is  to  produce  the  caufe  from  the  elFecft 
to  fetch  the  fountain  from  the  ftreanis.  We  muf 
firft  by  a  new  living  principle  be  enabled  to  act  faitl 
in  Chrift,  to  receive  him,  and  thereby  be  united  t< 


him,  and  be  jollified  in  the  fight  of  Cod  ;  other  vvile 
all  our  religious  and  moral  duties  will  be  in  vain,  a 
Sacrifice  without  a  heart,  mere  legal  or  fU-vrlh  per¬ 
formances,  that  have  nothing  of  true  h  o  dri  fts  in  them. 
‘  We  mull:  be  created  in  thrift  Jefus  ‘unto  good 
works/  if  we  would  4  walk  in  them/  h»ph.  ii*  io« 
1  We  nuift  be  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  our  mind/  if 
we  would  4  put  on  the  new  man,  which  after  God  is 
created  in  righteoufneis  and  true  holinefs/  E.ph-  iv. 
23*  We  muft  be  4  quickened  together  with  him/ 
Cob  il.  13.  We  are  fa  notified  through  the  off  ring 
of  the  body  of  Jefus  Chrift,  once  for  alf/  Heb.  x. 
10.  It  is  of  thrift’s  fulnefs,  that  we  all  receive,  and 
grace  for  grace/  John  i.  16.  And  4  as  the  branch 
cannot  bear  fruit  of  itfelf,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine, 
no  more  can  we,  except  we  abide  in  Chrift/  John 
xv.  4. 


Moreover,  I  think,  it  will  be  readily,  allowed, 
that  we  cannot  live  a  life  of  holinefs ,  while  we  re¬ 
main  children  and  fervams  of  (in  and  Satan*  It  rn;u.ft 
alio  be  allowed,  that  the  whole  world  of  mankind 
are  either  /tie  children  of  God ,  or  the  children  of  the 
devil.  This  diftribution  divides  the  whole  human 
race.  1  John  iii.  10. —  Now,  then,  if  we  are  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  God,  we  are  already  in  a  juft  fed  ftite  ;  and 
therefore  cannot  depend  upon  our  fmcere  obedience 
for  jujiificaiion  :  but  if  the  children  of  the  devil  we 
cannot  be  holy ,  whatever  pretences  to  fmcere  obe¬ 
dience  me  may  make.  An  unjufifed  child  of  God, 
91;  a  holy  child  of  the  devil,  are  each  of  them  the 
greateft  folecifm ,  that  can  be  thought  of — We  be¬ 
come  children  of  God  by  the  fame  means  by  which 
\ve  ary  juihned.  4  We  are  juftified  by  faith/ Rom. 
iii.  24-  And  4  we  are  children  of  God  by  faith  in 
Chrift  Jefus. 7  Gal.  iii.  26.  But  all  they  which  have' 
not  this  faith,  and  are  not  thereby- become  the  chi), 
dren  ol  God,  and, Juftifkd  in  his  fight,  are  fo  blinded 
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ly  tbs  god  of  this  world,  that  they  are  utterly  incana 
ble  their  prefent  ft.te,  of  a  life  of  true  bolinefs 

1  he  God  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  o 
mem  which  believe  not ;  left  the  light  of  the  plori. 

ous  Chrift,  who  is  tlie  image  of  God 

uiouid  ihine  unto  them,’  2  Cor.  iv.  4.  ‘ 

I  may  add  to  this,  that  the  natural  difpofithn  oi 
everyone,  while  without  an  intereft  in  Chrifl,  ant 
m  an  unjvfiified  date,  is  utterly  repugnant  to’  anc 
mconfiftent  with  a  life  of  holinefs.  The  charadei 
imd  (late  of  all  fuch  is,  that  they  are  ‘  fervants  oi 
hn,  and  free  from  righteoufuefs/  Rom.  vi.  j7}  20. 
^hey  are  ‘  dead  in  trefpafTes  and  fins/  Eph.  jj.  j, 
1  hey  are  ‘  after  the  flefli,  and  mind  the  things  of 
tne  flesh/  Rom*  viii.  Fheir  1  carnal  mind  is  en¬ 
mity  to  God  ;  and  is  nor  fuhjeft  to  the  law  of  God, 
1  either  indeed  can  be/  Rom.  viii.  7.  This  is  the 
(.afe  of  every  man  while  in  a  natural  ff ate  ;  a  cafe 
'Ahich  can  never  be  remedied,  until  4  the  law  of 
i]'c  ipirir  of  lite  in  Chrifl  Jelus,  make  us  free  from 
the  Uw  of  fin  and  death/  Rom.  viii.  2.  And  I  even 
appeal  to  yourfelf  to  determine,  whether  life  and 
iiOdih,  light  and  darknefs,  God  and  Belial,  cannot 
ay  well  be  reconciled,  as  thefe  characters  made  con. 
5 diem  with  a  lire  of  hoiz-ncjs.  It  is  therefore  evident, 
mat  we  can  have  no  imeere  obedience  until  we  are 
jyftifitd;  and  that  w>e  cannot  live  a  holy  life,  while 
we  depend  upon  imeere  obedience  for  jnjtif cation* 

I  will  only  ftibjoin,  that  we  may  not  expect  t lie 
renewing  and  fanctifying  influences  of  the  Spirit  of 
Chr  [ft ,  while  we  depend  upon  our  own  fincere  obe* 
d  eiue  for  j  aft  i ft  cat  ion  •  Te  has  indeed  made  11s  gra¬ 
cious  proimfes.  that  if  we  receive  him ,  we  fl  ail  have 
the  privilege  to  become  the  children  of  Cod,  and  if  we 

trujl  in  him  we f hall  never  be  a  foamed Blit  we  mult 

exp-eft  no  better,  than  to  4  follow  after  the  law  of 
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righteoufnefs,  and  not  attain  to  it,  if  we  feek  it  not 
by  faith,  but  as  it  w  ere  by  the  works  of  the  law/’ 
Rom.  ix-  31,  32*  I  have  already  lhewn  you,  Chrifl 
did  not  undertake  our  redemption  to  the  end  that  he 
might  affift  us  in  working  out  a  righteoufnefs  of  our 
own,  for  our  juftification  ;  nor  may  we  exped  any 
faving  grace  from  him,  until  we  depend  upon  him 
alone  to  do  ail  in  us  and  for  ns.  When  he  is  made 
of  God  unto  righteoufnefs ,  through  faith,  we  may  then, 
but  not  till  then,  expect  from  him  the  fupply  of  the 
Spirit,  for  p r og re il i v e  fan ftifcati 0 n ,  and  redemption- 
7  hey  may  rejoice  in  Chrift  Jeffs  (and  none  but  they) 
who  have  no  confidence  in  tbefiejh.  Look,  fir,  through 
the  whole  Bible,  and  fee  :f  you  can  any  where  find 
encouragement  to  expert  a  progrefs  of  quickening 
and  I  acidifying  influences  from  Chrift,  without  an 
kite  re  ft  in  him,  or  dependence  upon  him  ;  and  while 
repa  r;ng  to  your  own  peffonal  obedience  as  your 
refuge  and  hope.  In  fine,  as  you  can  have  no  prin¬ 
ciple  cf  holmefs  in  ycnrfelf,  but  nj*e  tinder  the  in- 
fiuence  of  fin  and  Satan,  and  under  t lie  power  of 
anertions  and  dilpoflttons  utterly  inconilfient  with 
true  holinefsj  to  are  y'>u,  without  any  grounded  ex* 
pecta lions  of  the  divine  influences  to  renew  and 
1  an ct  1  fy  you,  whileyou  are  building  upon  this  falfe 
foundation  ;  I  mean,  while  you  are  doing  fo  practi¬ 
cally ,  as  well  as  fpecuhmvdy. 

I  cannot  but  hope,  fir,  uotwithflanding  your  pre- 
feiu  wavering  and  un fettled  pofttire,you  have  had 
fume  experience  of  the  truth  of  what  I  am  now  fet- 
ling  before  you  in  your  own  foul.— Look  back  and 
contider,  how  often  you  have  found  all  your  iVIf. 
righteous  refoulutions,  feJf-confkleric  promifes,  and 
end  e  a  voursin  your  own  itrength  to  mortify  your  cor¬ 
ruptions,  and  to  .maintain  a  clofer  walk  with  God 
too  weak  a  foundation,  to  build  upon,  and  how 
iUilufE.ci.ent  tney  have  been  to  produce  that  new 
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obedience,  which  you  have  purpofed  and  expelled 
But  how  often  you  have  found,  on  the  contrary 
that  a  humble  ar.d  cheerful  dependence  upon  Chrii 
for  right eottftfefs  and  firengtb ,  has  invigorated  you 
foul  in  your  fpirku.il  progrefs.  How  often  hav 
you  found  a  legal  frame  has  dipt  the  wings  of  you 
devotion  ;  while  a  believing  dependence  upon  th 
rid-.es  of  God’s  infinite  mercy  in  Chrrft,  has  enable) 
you  to  '  mount  up  v\ich  wings  as  the  eagle,  to  ritj 
and  not  be  weary,  to  walk  and  not  faint  !’  Reflet 
upon  your  own  experience  ;  and  confiderhow  oftei 
you  have  found,  that  even  the  refhaints  of  th« 
law,  when  you  have  acted  upon  no  higher  motive 
have  rather  irritated  and  fixer  gthened  thofe  cor 
ruptions,  which  you  have  endeavoured  to  mortify 
.how  often  you  have  found,  that  nothing  but  fait} 
in  Chrift,  and  a  realizing  fenfe  of  the  love  of  God  h 
him,  could  give  you  the  victory,  engage  your  hear 
to  the  lerviceof  God,  and  make  the  ways  of  hpli 
nefs  pleafant  and  delightful  to  you.  Thcfe  thing 
are  the  common  experience  of  the  children  of  God 
arid  a  Banding  evidence  to  them,  of  the  truth  whicl 
I  am  reprefeming  to  you. 


1  Have  patience  with  me,  'while  I  mention  one  ex¬ 
ception  more  to  the  fcheme  yon  have  propofed,  whicl 
is,  that  this  doctrine  is  highly  definitive  to  the 
comfort  of  a  life  of  religion  ;  and  fubverfive  of  that 
joy  and  peace,  which  may  be  found  in  believing.— 
The  feriptures  inform  us,  that  *  the  ways  of  wifdorr 
are  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  are 
peace  and  exhort  us  to  ‘  rejoice  evermore,  to  re¬ 
joice  in  Chrift  Jefus,  without  confidence  in  the  flefiv 
This  was  one  end  of  Chriit’s  coming  into  the  world, 
that  we  might  ‘  ferve  him  without  fear,  in  right- 
t  oufnefs  and  holinefs  before  him  all  the  days  of  out 
life.’  They  who  are  (  juftified  by  faith,  have  peace 
with  God  and  Ihould  ‘  rejoice  in  hope  of  his  glo- 
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■ry.5;— This,  the  Calvinift  principles,  or  (if  you  will 
allow  me  the  expreffion)  the  fcripture  principles, 
Uy  a  good  foundation  for.  True  fcriptural  joy  is 
the  joy  of  faith .  We  may  have  ‘  ftrong  confolati- 
on,  who  have  fled  for  refuge,,  to  lay  hold  on  the 
hope  fet  before  us.  We  know  whom  we  have 
fruited  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  we  have 
committed  to  him  againft  that  day.’  Though  our 
frames  may  be  very  mutable,  *  Jefus  Chrift  is  the 
'  lame,  yefterday,  to-day  and  forever.  In  whom, 
though  now  we  fee  him  not,  yet  believing  we  re¬ 
joice. ?  Me  has  undertaken  for  us  ;  ‘  He  will  never 
leave  us  nor  forlake  us  and  therefore  we  may 
‘  hold  fait  our  confidence,  unto  the  end.’  The  more 
cheerfully  and  firmly  vse  truft  in  him ,  the  more  (hall 
we  increafe  in  holinefs  and  in  comfort ;  and  the  more 
lure  will  be  the  foundation  of  our  eternal  hop  e. — 
This  the  Scripture  teaches  ;  this  our  own  experi¬ 
ence  confirms  :  we  may  therefore  go  on  our  way  re¬ 
joicing .  But  now  let  us  look  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  queftion. 

We  depend  upon  our  fincere  obedience  for  jufitifi- 
cation  :  But  alas  !  how  fhall  we  know,  whether  we 
have  any  gracious  fincerity,  or  not?  We  have  yet 
many  corruptions  remaining,  great  defecls  in  our 
duties,  fi  equent  violations  of  our  good  purpofes  and 
defigns :  And  the  doubt  is,  Can  thefe  things  be  con- 
fiflent  with  Jincerity  P  Our  confciences  upbraid  us, 
tnat  we  do  not  do  what  we  can  in  our  endeavors  af¬ 
ter  fincere  obedience.  And  hence  what  a  dreadful 
perplexity,  what  diffidence,  darknefs,  and  legal  ter¬ 
rors,  mu  ft  every  ferious  per  fori  be  thrown  into  by 
tneie  principles?  Here  is  no  place  (as  upon  the 
other  principles)  to  commit  this  cafe  alfo  to  Chrl ft, 
and  in  a  w ay  of  cheerful  dependence  and  diligence 
to. expert  grace  znd  fmcerity  from  him  :  for, "upon 
tade  principles,  we  muft  be  well  allured  of  our  ac- 
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lurtfocerity,  before  we  can  look  to  Chrifl  far  sc- 
ceptance.  And  therefore  there  is  no  place  for  corn 
j  f  l>  or  lor  quiet,  bun t  from  a  carelels  inadvertency 
however,  luppofmg  we  may  find  fome  farisfyino 
evidence  of  our  fineerity,  at  certain  feafons,  under 
fpcciai  ref or  mat  ions  and  enlargements ,  what  will  be* 
come  of  oar  hopes,  w  hen  a  contrary  frame  prevails! 
vs  an  we  then  Hatter  ouiielves  with  oar  Jincerity  .< 
Mult  -not  our  hopes  and  fears  keep  peace  with  cut 
‘'fames  \  ana  our  whole  life  be  a  dreadful  Hudfuat 
mg  between  both,  with  refpebf  to  the  infinite,  eter* 
nai  coacfcru  before  us  l  And  is  not  this,  to  be  called 
to  *  the  ipirii  of  bondage  again  to  fear? 


What  room  can  there  be  upon  this  plan,  for  the 
Spirit  of  adoption  P  How  can  the  i  Spirit  witneh 
with  our  lpirits,  that  we  are  children  of  God  V  How 
can  we  experience  the  fea lings  of  the  Holy  Spirit  ; 
or  t  he  e  a  me  ft  of  our  future  inheritance  P  How  can 
we  have  the  fall  affurance  of  hope  P  Or  how  can  we 
make  our  eating  and  eledhen  jure  P  We  muft  upon 
thole  principles,  give  up  all  pretenfions  to  thefe  glo 
rious  com  torts,  benefits,  and  privileges  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  God,  while  cur  hope  is  built  upon  this  pre- 
carious  foundation,  and  depends  upon  the  doubtful 
-and  uncertain  performance  of  perlevering  fincere 
obedience.— -Lee  us  fuppofe  the  bell  which  can  be 
inppofed,  i  hat  we  ihould  make  a  comforting  and 
encouraging  progrefs  in  a  life  of  finccre  obedience  ; 
yet  how. do  we  yet  know, -but  death  may  feize  us  in 
an  unguarded  hour,  and  find  us  actually  playing  the 
aypotriie  P  in  this  cafe,  what  will  become  of  all  our 
rem  mn.s  duties  and  ail  our  hopes  ?  And  what  w  ill 
become  of  our  fouls  to  all  eternity  ?— I  muff  confefs, 
fir,  1  could  lee  nothing  before  me  but  horror  and 
clef  pair,  if  1  had  no  better  foundation  or  confidence 
and  h; 'pc  towards  God,  than  my  oven  right coufnejs* 
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Every  experienced  Chridian  muil  acknowledge, 
that  the  chief  comfort  of  a  religious  life,  flows  from 
the  lively  actings  of  love  to  God  in  Chrift.  But  ho  w 
can  there  be  the  comfort  of  love,  w  hen  at  the  bed: 
we  are  in  an  awful  fufpence,  whether  God  be  cur 
friend,  or  our  enemy  ? — What  grounds  of  horror  (in¬ 
deed  of  the  pleafing  exerciie  ol  love)  mud;  we  con- 
ffantly  experience,  while  we  are  afraid  we  have  an 
infinite  enemy  to  deal  w  ith  W  hat  flrar.gers,  iu 
this  cafe,  muff  we  be  to  the  joy,  which  flows  from 
a  refrefhing  view,  that  4  this  God  is  cur  God,  and 
will  be  our  guide  even  to  death,  and  our  portion  for¬ 
ever  ?’ — How  unacquainted  muff  we  be  with  the 
iublime  pleafures  of  communion  with  God,  while 
we  approach  his  prefence  under  fuch  an  uncertain 
profpedl of  his  favour,  and  under  grounds  for  pre¬ 
vailing  fear  of  an  eternal  reparation  from  him  ?  —  And 
what  aggravates  the  cafe  is,  that  this  not  only  now 
is,  but  mud  continue  to  be  our  dark  and  difconfolate 
circumftance,  as  long  as  we  live,  if  we  remain  un¬ 
der  the  governing  influence  of  thefe  principles  1  am 
impleading* 


I  may  add  to  this,  that  a  cheerful  progrefs  in  all 
gofpel-kolinefs  is  neceflary  to  our  true  comfort  and 
h  ippinds,  while  we  tire  here  in  this  vale  of  tears. 
*  In  keeping  of  God’s  commands  there  is  great  re- 
I  h is  is  our  rejoicing,  the  tedimony  of  our 
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‘conittences,  that  in  fimplicity  and  godly  fineejdtv 
not  by  flefhly  wifdoin,  but  by  the  grace  of  God,  we 
‘have  had  our  con  venation  in  the  world.’ — But  I 
•havelhewn  you  already,  that  this  fcheme  I  am  cp- 
poting,  affords  no  principle  of  new  obedience,  al¬ 
lows  no  foundation  for  a  comfortable  progrefs  in  the 
divine  life.  Here  is  no  certainty  of  forgive nefs  to 
:be  obtained  :  And  therefore  no  delightful  incentive 
to  the  mortification  of  our  lulls  and  corruptions.— 
^Ipon  this  plan,  we  are  in  porpe'ual  danger  of -use 
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ci'.rfe  of  the  law,  on  account  of  our  defects  ;  an 
there  is  therefore  no  room  for  that  pleafure,  whic 
would  other  wife  be  found  in  running  the  way  c 
Qld  scommndsj^-Ylw can  be  no  allured  confident 
ju  e  10  divine  afp/lancc  or  acceptance ,  no  abfolute  al 
fiance  in  the  riches  of  God’s  free  grace  in  Chrift 
And  therefore  nothing  to  melt  the  heart  and  con 
Science  into  love  and  lubjedtion  ;  nothing  to  inflam 
our  affections,  and  fill  us  with  gratitude  to  God  fo 
'  blelhng  us  with  all  fpiritual  bleffings  in  heaven! 
tilings  m  Chrift  Jefu3  nothing  to  excite  us  to  ]jV 
to  tne  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grace,  wherein  In 
hath  made  us  accepted  in  the  Beloved.’— The  prin 
tuples  of  the  fcheme  you  propofe,  are  JlaviJh  /  ant 
the  obedience  muft  be  of  the  fame  kind  with  tin 
principles  from  whence  it  flows  :  And  confequenth 
we  muft  be  utter  {h  angers  to  that  love,  delight 
fatisfadion,  which  children  might  find  in  tin 
fervice  of  their  heavenly  Father,  fo  long  as  out 
obedience  is  thus  excited  from  fear  and  conftraint 
cr  at  beft  only  from  fuch  uncertain  hopes,  as  wholjj 
depend  upon  our  own  righteoufnefs,  as  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  acceptance  with  God — Blefied  be  God,  th< 
golpel  teaches  us  a  more  pleafant  and  delightful  re- 
iigion,  the  fervice  of  love,  and  the  obedience  of  faith. 
which  is  truly  its  own  reward. 


And  new,  Sir,  f offer  me  Something  freely  to  ex 
pullulate  with  you  on  this  lubject.  Do  not  voi 
know  tiiat  the  doctrine  which  you  and  your  authoj 
plead  for,  is  (fubftamially)  the  fame  with  the  Popid 
d  oblrine  upon  the  head  of  re  million  of  (ins,  and  ac 
cepiance  with  Gou  j  and  tnat  this  very  dodlr im 
was  one  of  the  greateft  occasions  of  our  glorious  re. 
formation  from  Popery  ?  Read,  fir,  the  many  ela¬ 
borate  treatifes  written  by  our  fir  ft  Reformers- 
and  you  will  find  this  doftrine  fet  in  its  proper  light 
3fou  will  .find  all  your  author’s  cavils,  ihifts,  atu 


cvafions  juftly  expofed  :  all  his  arguments  diftindtly 
anfwered  ;  and  the  dangerous  error  ftript  of  ail 
that  plaufible  drefs,  with  which  it  now  again  makes 
its  appearance.  You  will  find,  that  the  do&rine  of 
jvfiiftcation  was  efteemed  by  all  our  excellent  Re¬ 
formers,  as  well  as  by  Luther,  Afticulus  ft  antis  vel 
cadentis  ec  cleft  a ,  the  article  by  which  the  Church 
rmifl  either  band  or  fall — And  (hall  we  again  build 
tip  thofe  things,  which  that  glorious  army  of  mar¬ 
tyrs  dcftro'yed  ?  Shall  w-e  again  revive  Popery  in 
one  of  its  mod  confiderahle  branches : — Is  not  this 
to  open  the  door  toother  Popish  delufionS  and  prac¬ 
tical  errors,  as  penances,  pilgrimages,  a  monadic 
life,  celibacy,  and  other  audericics,  to  ftipply  the 
defects  of  our  line  ere  obedience,  and  patch  up  a  righ- 
tcoufnefs  of  our  own  to  juftifyus  ?  I  wim  there 
were  not  too  much  occ alien  giveri  for  this  appreheu- 
fion,  by  fonie  in  the  prefeht  times,  who  wo  old  fain 
be  reputed  Prated  ants.*  —  You  will,  perhaps,  think 
me  too  fevere  in  this  d  fccurfe  ;  but  fearch  into  the 
enufe*  as  I  have  done,  and  you  wall  find  it  other- 
wife. 

And  why  mud  this  hydra  be  digged  out  of  its 
grave,  and  revived  t  VV  hat  advantage  can  be  hoped 
for  by  this  fciieme  ?  Were  this  dodfrine  true,  would 
not.  fincere  obedience,  done  from  a  principle  of  fpi- 
ritual  life  and  holinefs,  and  a  dependance  upon 
Chrid  alone,  to  do  all  in  us  and  for  us,  and  to  re¬ 
commend  us  to  the  divine  favor,  be  accepted  of  God, 
as  well,  as  if  it  had  been  done  in  our  own  ftrength , 
and  with  a  view'  to  eflablifh  our  own  right eoufnefs  ? — - 
Will  Chrid  reject  us  at  lad,  for  doing  too  much  ho¬ 
nor  to  his  infinite  merit,  and  to  the  rich  and  free 

*  See  for  inftance ,  Mr .  Law’s  Chriftian  perfec¬ 
tion,  and  Serious  Call.  Books ,  that  would  he  defer - 
vedly  efteemed  and  prized,  were  it  not  for  this  pop  ft 
taint . 
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grace  of  God  in  him? — -What  if  von ‘flirt  nU  f 
y  our  reafoning  Life  and  deceitful,  when  it  comes" 
>e  great  trial  ?  Dare  you  venture  your  stern,! 
ipon  it,  that  in  this  cafe  you  cannot  be  deceived 

-  t  the  reformation  m  general,  and  the  molt  ex 

cJIent  men  for  learning,  fagacity  and  piety,  tin 
e  1  etormed  churches  could  ever  boaft  of  ftioul 
>e  found  on  the  fide  of  truth  at  the  day  of  judgment 
n  determining  that  we  cannot  be  juflified  on  th 
loot  of  a  moderated  covenant  of  works,  or  the  eat 
terms  you  plead  for,  what  will  become  of  all  thofe 
vyho  have  built  their  eternal  hope  on  that  founds 
t-on  ,  not  only  riotionauy,  I  mean,  but  practically. 

But  I  have  outgone  my  intended  limits  ;  anc 
,  a  therefor«  only  add  (after  my  hearty  prayers 
Unit  your  hope  may  be  built  upon  a  furs  found 
iiUDj  that  1  am  with  great  refpe  ct, 
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letter  XIV. 

!/  hi  ^  ein  the  Notion  of  a  firfi  Juf} if  cation  by  Faith, 
and  a  Secondary  Juft  if  cation  by  fincere  Obedi¬ 
ence,  is  dif cuffed  and  confuted 1 

S  1  R, 

YOU  muft  conclude  I  have  fpent  my  time  but 
idly,  if  I  fhould  yet  be  (t  unacquainted  with 
}  our  author's  meaning  j  and  not  fully  underftand, 
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in  what  fenfe  he  fuppofes  onr  fincere  obedience  to 
be  the  condition  of  our  juftification.”  It  is  fcarcely 
poflible,  that  he  fhould  with  any  appearance  of  plau¬ 
sibility  offer  any  thing  new  in  defence  of  thefe 
principles,  or  that  has  not  been  often  advanced,  and 
often  refuted,  long  before  either  you  or  I  were 
born.  And  in  particular,  what  you  now  propofe, 
is  but  the  old  popifh  doctrine  new  vainpt ;  which 
has  been  repeatedly  anfwered  by  ail  our  old  Protelt- 
ant  writers. 

You  tell  me,  (<  Your  author  acknowledges,  that 
“  omfirjl  j  unification  is  by  faith  alone;  that  is  God 
accepts  us  as  being  meet  probationers  for  falvation, 
upon  our  hearty  affent  to  the  truth  of  the  gofpel] 
and  our  being  heartily  willing  to  take  ChriiPs  yoke 
upon  us,  and  obey  him  ;  And" this  is  the  juftjfication 
of  which  thejapoftle  Paul  (peaks'  that  it  is  by  faith 
without  the  works  of  the  law. — ,But  our  fecondary 
juftificarion,  or  continued  title  to  the  favour  of  God, 
is  by  our  works,  or  by  a  courfe  of  fincere  obedience 
to  the  golpel.  Of  this  the  apoffle  Janies  fpeaks, 
when  he  tells  us,  that  a  man  is  Tujiified  by  works 
and  not  by  faith  only 


Sir,  You  cannot  be  inferfible,  that  this  plea  is 
utterly  inconfident  with  the  evafions  before  offered. 
We  are  therefore  now  to  hear  no  more  of  your 
former  diftinflions,  that  the  apoftle  Paul  refers  to 
kgaf  and  not  evangelical  works,  when  he  excludes 
aU  works  from  having  any  part  in  our  juflifica t ion . 
W e  are  to  hear  no  more  of  the  apoftie’s  refering 
to  the  ceremonial  law ,  when  he  oppofes  the  law  to 
grace ,  and  tells  us,  c  that  if  righteoufnefs  come  by 
tne  law,  then  Chrift  is  dead  in  vain.’ — You  now 
acknowledge,  that  the  juflif  cation  of  which  the  a- 
poitle  1  a ul  (peaks,  is  by  faith  alone.—k\\  other  pleas 
for  the  fcheme,  which  I  oppofe,  muft  confequent- 
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}y  wp  ;  and  it  muft  be  put  upon  this  fingl 

iilue.—i  lii all  now  therefore  proceed  to  conlidet 
whether  this  foundation  will  bear  the  weight,  whic 
you  are  putting  upon  it. 

It  is  worthy  of  confideration,  that  there  is  no 
thing  of  this  new  diftintftion,  of  a  firft  and  a  fecon 
dary  juftification,  to  be  found  in  the  fcriptures. 
look  upon  it  an  arbitrary  diftin&ion,  coined  to  fervi 
2  purpcfe,  and  to  help  out  a  tottering  fcheme,  whic] 
could  no  other  way  be  fupported.  The  apoft] 
Paul,  it  is  true,  fpeaks  of  our  juftification  in  on< 
refpe<ft,  and  the  apoftle  Janies  in  another,  as  I  hav 
formerly  obferved  to  you  :  But  each  of  them  retail 
one  invariable  view  of  their  fubjeft,  and  continu 
the  fame  idea  of  the  jitjiif  cation  about  which  the\ 
treat.  There  is  not  a  word  lpoken  by  either  o 
them,  of  a  firfl  and  Jecond ,  of  an  original,  an  a  cl  d  i 
tiona'l  jijiijictition .  Indeed  the  fcriptures  knov 

nothing  at  all  of  this  diftinclion.  ft  he  children  o; 
God  learn  nothing  of  it  from  their  own  experience 
And  you  muft  pardon  me,  fir,  if  I  muft  demand  form 
better  foundation  of  my  eternal  hope,  than  the  fub« 
tile  inventions  of  fuch  men,  who  would  eltablifL 
and  vindicate  their  principles  by  new  and  unfcrip. 
tural  dodrities  of  religion,  which  have  no  founda¬ 
tion  at  al!,  but  their  own  teeming  imagination* — 
This  is  the  common  fource  of  all  the  errors,  which 
obtain  among  us.  Men  of  learning  and  parts,  fuf- 
ficiently  apprehenfive  of  their  own  capacities,  in- 
ftead  of  a  humble  fubjedling  their  realon  to  the 
wifdom  of  God  in  his  word,  are  fit  ft  for  forming 
fchernes,  which  appear  to  them  moft  reafonable  ; 
theft*  they  take  for  principles  :  And  then  they  innit 
force  tome  conftruebon  or  other  upon  the  moft  op- 
polite  texts  of  feripture,  and  invent  fome  arbitrary 
cjilt i'u'hoiis,  to  obviate  the  difficulties;  that  lie  in 
their  way.  Tills  is  plainly  the  cafe  before  us.  it 
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docs  look  reafonable  to  the  Papids,  to  the  Socinians, 
to  the  Armmians,  and  to  the  Neonomians,  that  ou’ 
obedience  fhould  be  wholly  excluded  a  parr  in  out 
jiittifkation.  It  is  true,  the  feripture,  does  in  rnul 
titudes  of  moft  plain  and  familiar  expreffions,  in, 
the  molt  exprefs,  and  {Irongeil  language,  utterly 
exclude  it.  But  there  muft  he  one  unnatural  con - 
firitdfion,  or  another,  forced  upon  thefe  texts  of 
Feripture,  to  make  them  confident  with  xhth'fcheme  ; 
which  they  take  for  a  pojtulatum  whatever  is  laid  in 
the  feripture  to  the  contrary.  When  this  refuge? 
fails,  the  prefent  diJlinSxlon  is  coined,  to  fupporr  the: 
(inking  caufe.  It  were  a  fufficient  anfwer  to  all 
thefe  pretences,  to  fay,  ‘  The  foolifhnefs  of  God  is 
wifer  than  men,  and  the  weaknefsof  God  is  dronger 
than  men.  And  he  that  feemeth  to  be  wife  in  rhis 
world,  let  him  become  a  fool,  that  he  may  be  wife.* 

But  I  have  this  further  objection  ngainfl  the  dif- 
tlnflion  you  mention,  that  it  is  not  only  a  human  de¬ 
vice,  without  any  appearance  of  feripture  warrant  ; 
but  is  utterly  inconjlfient  with  the  feripture  doctrine 
of  jufiification.  i  here  is  fo  much  aferihed,  in  the 
feripture,  to  what  they  call  our  firji  jujltfi  cat  ion,  as 
leaves  no  poffible  room  for  a  fecond.  I  have  ob¬ 
served  fomething  of  this  to  you,  upon  another  oc- 
cafion,  in  a  former  letter  ;  and  you  mud  bear  with 
me,  if  you  here  meet  with  feme  repetition,  in  order 

to  let  the  prefent  cafe  in  a  true  and  proper  light. _ 

By  virtue  of  the  righteoufnefs  imputed  to  us,  and 
received  through  faith,  we  have  a  free  pardon  of  all 
our  (ins.  Rom.  iv.  5,  6,  7.  ‘  To  him  that  work- 

eth  not,  but  believeth  on  him  that  judifieth  the  un- 
'  godly,  his  faith  is  counted  for  righteoufnefs.  Even 
as  David  alfo  defcribeth  the  bledednefs  of  the  man  ' 
unto  whom  God  imputeth*  righteoufnefs  without 
works,  faying,  Bleffed  are  they  whofe  iniquities  are 
forgiven  ;  and  whofe  fins  are  covered.  Bleffed  is 

Y 


Z  276  3 


I 


the  man  to  whom  the  Lord  will  nor  impute  fin 
By  virtue  of  this  juftifkation,  we  are  frr  t  d  Ironj  the 
wrath  of  Cod,  and  actually  reconciled  to  him/ Bom* 
v»  9,  io*  ‘  Much  more  then  being  juitiHed  by  his 
blood,  we  fiiall  be  faved  from  wrath  through  him. 
For  if  when  we  were  enemies,  we  were  reconciled 
to  God  by  the  death  of  his  fon  :  much  more  being 
reconciled,  we  {hall  be  faved  by  his  life.’  By  this 
juftifkation  we  are  made  righteous  in  the  fight  of 
God.  Horn.  v.  18.  19*  4  By  the  righteoufnefs  of 

one,  the  f  ee  gift  came  upon  all  men  unto  jollifica¬ 
tion  of  fife.  For  as  by  one  man’s  difobed  fence  ma¬ 
ny  were  made  Tinners  ;  fo  by  the  obedience  of  one, 
fhall  be  made  righteous.’ — By  this -jiffti'ficartion  we 
have  the  adoption  of  children.  John  i.  12.  ‘  As 

many  as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  powder  to 
to  become  the  Tons  of  God  ;  even  to  them  that  be¬ 
lieve  on  his  named  B.y  this  juftifkation  we  have 
the  fpirit  of  adoption,  peace  with  God,  and  a  joyful 
prpfprft  of  our  internal  inheritance.  Kom.  v.  l,  2. 

*  TheVtfore  being  juftiSed' by  faith,  vve  have  peace 
with  God  til  rough  oiir  Lord  Jefns  Oh  rift— and  re¬ 
joice  in  hope  of 'the  glory  of  God.’  By  this  juft  lo¬ 
cation,  we  are  fimftifietl,  and  deceive  needed  fup- 
pfies  of  grace.  fieb*  x.  iC.  ‘  By  the  will  which  We 
are  fanftified,  through  the  offering  of  the  body  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  once  lor  all  -  ’  Rom.*v.  17.  ‘  tor  it  by 

one  man’s  offence,  death  reigned  by  one  ;  much 
more  they  w  ho  receive  abuntlanrce  vdf  graee,  and  of 
the  gift  of  righteoufnefs,  In  all  reign  in  life,  by  one 
Jefus'  Chrift.  By  this '  juftification,  we  are  Teamed 
of  pe*  fe  c  era  nee  in  grace.,  again  ft  all  charges,  accu- 
fatums,  perfeentions,  and  malignant  endeavours  of 
hell  and  earth  to  the  contrary.  Kom.  viii.  33,  35. 
Who  fli ill  la/  any  thing  to  the  charge  ofGod’s 
cleft  ?  It  is  God  that  juftifieth.  ’Who  fltaH  feparnte 
us  from  the  love  of  Chrift?  Shall  tribulation,  or 
tlifirefs,  or  perfecution,  or  famine,  or  ntrkedncfs^  01 
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peril,  or  fword  l9  And  in  a  word  ,  by  this  juftificat}- 
on,  wo  arc  inthled  to,  and  fhall  finally  be  pofTtfled 
of,  eternal  glory.  Rom*  viii.  30*  (  Woom  he  juf- 

tiffed,  them  he  alfo  glorified.’  And  now,  in,  what 
is  there  left  for  your  fecondary  juftifieation  to  do  l , 
We  have  God  himfelf,  pardon,  peace,  with  all  the 
benefits,  comforts,  and  privileges  of  the  children  of 
-God  in  this  life,  and  eternal  glory  hereafter,  bellow¬ 
ed  upon  us,  or  made  over  to  us,  in  conlecjuence  of 
what  you  call  the  fief  juftrficatiofi.  Yon v  Jet ondu ? y 
justification  mutt  therefore  be  a  mere  imaginary 
thing,  an  unaccountable  fiction  :  which  has  as  hniu 
foundation  in  the  nature  of  things,  as  it  has  in  the 
word  of  God- 


I  may  add  to  this,  that  our  continuance  in  a  jufti- 
fied  date  .is  by  the  fame  means,  by  which  we  were 
faril  juffified.  It  is  true,  believers  (as  well  as  o- 
thers)  are  daily  finning,  in  thought,  word  and 
.deed  :  And  there  may  therefore  appear  fome  diffi¬ 
culty  in  conceiving,  how  our  once  being  juftified 
by  faith,  can  fecure  to  ns  a  re  million  ot  future  fins, 
it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  our  fins  are  actually 
pardoned,  before  they  are  committed  ;  or  our  guilt 
cancelled,  before  it  was  contracted.  How  then 
can  one  fingle  juft  incat  ion  ft  and  us  in  Head,  through 
the  future  feene  of  fin  and  guilt,  and  intitle  us  to 
.eternal  glory,  notwithstanding  a  repeated  forfeit¬ 
ure  of  the  divine  favour,  and  notw ithfianding  our 
renewed  deferts  of  God’s  wrath  and  difpleafure  ? 


This  deferves  fome  particular  confiderarion.  I 
lhall  therefore  endeavour,  in  a  few  words,  to  folve 
rli io  dilficuUy,  before  I  proceed  diitincYty  to  consider 
in  what  manner  our  jufti  Scat  ion  is  continued. 


Let  it  then  be  obferved,  that  as  the  meritorious 
procuring  caufie  .of  our  j unification,  with  all  its  be¬ 
nefits,  of  grace  here  and  glory  hereafter,  was  at 
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once  eompleated  :  '  the  body  of  Chrift  was  offered 
0n^e  ^or  all/  and  by  his  obedience  unto  death  he 
brought  in  everlafling  right eoufnej}  :  So  the  believ¬ 
er,  upon  his  fir  ft  being  actually  interefted  in  the  re¬ 
demption  by  Chr.fi:,  and  receiving  bis  right  eoufnep 
tht  ough  faith,  is  at  once  unalterably  acquitted  from 
condemnation,  re. inflated  in  the  paternal  favor  of 
God,  and  fecured  in  (uch  a  continuing  progrefs  of 
grace  and  holinefs,  as  will  end  in  eternal  glory. 
For  by  4  one  offering,  Chrift  hath  perfected  for 
ever  them  that  are  fa  r:  cl  i  lie  cl. ?  (Heb.  x.  xiv.)  As 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  by  4  bearing  our  fins  in  his 
oa.-n  body  on  the  tree/  has  ‘  fiuiihed  tranfgrcfffon, 
wind e  an  end  oi  fin,  made  reconciliation  for  iniquity, 
and  brought  in  everiaffing  righteoufncfs/  [(Dan. 
ix*  24-)  — 4  So  by  faith  that  is  in  him,  we  receive  the 
forgivenefs  of  fins,  and  an  inheritance  among  them 
that  are  fandlified/  (Ad.  xxvi.  1  8.)  and  are  com - 
pleat  in  him •  (Col.  ii.  io-J  He  therefore  4  that  be- 
iieveth.  hath  everlafling  life,  and  fhall  not  come  in¬ 
to  condemnation  :  but  is  pafJcd  from  death  to  life/ 
(John  v.  24)  and  is  4  bleffed  with  all  fpiritual  blef- 
iings,  in  heavenly  things  in  Chrift/  (Eph.  i.  3.) 

But  this  notwiiliftanding,  though  our  juftificatiorq 
Tii  to  the  meritorious  procuring  can  ft  of  it,  be  at  once 
cerleded  and  compleated  ;  and  by  virtue  of  the 
immutability  of  God’s  counftel,  the  infinite  merit  of 
/fie  righteoufnefs  imputed,  the  ft  ability  of  the  co¬ 
venant  of  grace,  anti  the  faithfulnefs  of  thepromifes, 
the  bel.evtr  immutably  remains  a  child  of  God,  and 
n  heir  of  eternal  glory  :  He  neverrhelefs  by  rea- 
m  of  his  daily  fins  and  imperfections,  ftards  in  daily 
; red  of  a  renewed  application  of  the  benefits  of 
■  hriti’s  redemption  to  his  foul,  and  in  daily  need  of 

pardon  and  jollification - But  then  it  fhould  be  re- 

membertd,  that  this  is  not  a  fecondary  jollification, 
dl flint}  from  the  former  ;  but  the  fame  renewed 
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and  Gpnnr«ied-  If  the  believer  finsyhe  hath  an  W- 
■VQcatt *  with  the  father,  to  make  continual  intercef- 
fion  for  him,  for  renewed  pardon  and  grace,  and 
for  a  continuance  of  his  juflified  (late.  4  Me  ever 
liveth  to  make  interceffion  for  them  ;  who  needeth 
not  daily  as  thofe  high  priefts,  after  the  order  of 
Aaron,  to  offer  facrifice  firft  for  his  own  fins,  and 
then  fur  the  people’s  :  for  this  he  did  once,  when  he 
offered  up  himfelf-’  Heb.  vii.  25,  27* 

Thefe  things  being  premifed,  the  qucftion  now 
recurs,  By  what  means  are  believers  continued  in  a 
ju (lifted  (late  ?  To  which  I  anfwer  as  before,  by  the 
fame  means  by  which  they  were  at  fir/}  brought  in¬ 
to  it.  The  righteoufnefs  of  God  is  revealed  from 
faith  to  faith,’  Rom.  i.  7.  That  is,  as  a  noted  com¬ 
mentator  expounds  thefe  words,  the  beginning,  the 
continuance,  and  the  confummation  of  otar  jollifica¬ 
tion,  is  by  faith--1  Now  the  jufb  (hall  live  by  faith'/ 
Heb.  x.  38.  Not  only  are  the  ungodly  juftified  by 
faith  ;  but  the  juft,  or  thofe  that  are  in  a  juflified, 
ill  a  11  live  by  faith,  (hall  obtain  new  fupplies  of  par¬ 
doning  and  fan&ifying  grace  through  faith.  And 
thence  c  the  life  which  the  believer  lives  in  '  the 
ilefh/  is  faid  to  be  ‘  by  the  faith  of  the  fon  of  GqJ,’ 
Gal.  ii.  .20. 

Let  any  ferious  Chridian  confider,  what  refuge 
he  can  betake  himfelf  to,  in  order  to  quiecthe  accu- 
fations  of  his  confcience  for  (In  committed;  and  to 
obtain  renewed  pardon  for  his  frequent  tranf- 
greilions  and  conflant  imperfe&ions — Dare  he  ven¬ 
ture  into  the  prefence  of  God,  and  challenge  pardon 
on  account  of  his  own  fmcere  obedience  P  Will  he 
plead  before  the  eternal  Pvlajefty,  the  milder  terms  of 
-this  (imaginary)  .new  law  of  grace,  and  tell  the  Al- 
inighty,  this  eafy  condition  was  pure hafed  for  him  by 
the  blood  of  ChrifL  that  his  own  works  ihould  htCti 
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;  that  he  fincerely  defires  and  endeavours  t- 
obey  God,  and  therefore  pleads  the  benefit  of  tlu 
Kg-j)  covenant  of  works  ;  and  entreats  pardon  and  ac 
ceptance,  /or  his  fincere  obedience,  according  to  thj 
tenor  of  it  ?  If  this  be  an  article  of  our  creed ,  whj 
Should  it  not  be  like  wife  an  article  of  our  devotion  J 
3ut  yet,  I  t  a  ink,  the  patrons  of  this  fcheme  canno 
be  fo  hardy,  as  to  plead  it  before  the  throne  of  God 
And  I  may  venture  to  fay, that  every  fenfible  humble 
Chriftisrn  will  ufe  a  quite  contrary  argument  in  pray- 
er  for  pardon  and  acceptance  with  God.  Such  s 
man  will  find  no  plea  to  make  at  the  throne  of  tr race 
but  the  infinite  merits  of  the  glorious  Redeemer 
with  the  boundlefs  riches  of  God’s  free  mercy  in 
Chrifi— -He  can  find  no  other  fource  of  continuing 
peace  and  hope,  but  a  humble  truii  and  confidence 
in  the  merit  and  righteoufnefs  cf  Chrifi.  He  durfl 
not  plead  his  own  attainments  before  God,  nor  trufl 
in  them,  as  juiily  recommending  and  entitling  him 
to  his  favor  ;  but  repairs  by  faith  immediately  to 
the  righteoufntfs  of  Chrifi  alone,  for  renewed  par¬ 
don  and  acceptance.  Thus  you  fee,  that  as  the 
Tcriptures  propofe  a  way  very  different  from  that 
of  our  o  vvn  obedience,  for  the  continuance  of  our 
jollification,  fo  the  children  of  God  have  a  quite  con¬ 
trary  refuge  for  peace  and  pardon  ;  and  it  would 
even  fliock  a  Chriltiari  ear,  to  hear  any  devotions 
exactly  juljufied  and  proportioned  to  thefe  princi¬ 
ples.  Iris  therefore  evident,-  that  all  pretences  of 
this  kind  fnouid  be  rej'  fled  by  tliofe  who  would  not 
be  finally  af homed  of  their  hope- 

That  we  may  have  a  further  view  of  the  abfurdi- 
ty  of  this'  didinflion,  h  t  us  confider  a  little  how  this 
jcheDie  will  hang  together  ;  and  fee  whether  it  will 
not  neceffarily  deftroy  i t G  If* 

The  patrons  of  this  diflinflion  do  fo  much  honor 
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the  fcriptures,  which  every  where  attribute  our 
jullification  tofaith,  as  to  allow,  that  our firfl  jufkifi- 
cation  is  by  faith  alone.  But  what  are  we  to  under- 
iland  by  that  faith,  by  which  this  firfl  juftifkation  is 
obtained  ? — The  Papifls  tell  us,  that  it  is  an  infu¬ 
sion  of  a  new  principle  of  grace  and  charity. — 1  he 
"Socinians  and  Arminiaos  (at  leaft  force  of  them) 
teach,  that  it  is  the  to  credere ,  or  an  alien t  to  the 
gofpel  revelation,  which  juftifies,  as  it  is  an  ad  of 
our  own,  and  an  inftance  of  obedience  to  the  divine 
command. — Some  of  our  more  modern  refiners  up¬ 
on  this  fcheme  chufe  to  define  this  faith,  by  which 
we  obtain  our  firfl  juflification,  to  be  a  receiving 
Chrift  as  our  Lord  and  Saviour  ;  and  tell  us,  that  a 
fubmitting  to  his  government,  has  as  great  a  hand  in 
our  juflification,  as  our  relying  upon  his  merit ,  or 
hoping  for  falvation  on  account  of  what  he  has  done 
and  f offered  for  us.  I  think,  all  of  them  agree  in 
this,  that  faith  juftifies  as  it  is  an  ajfent  to  the  truth 
of  the  go  (pel,  and  an  entrance  upon  a  life  of  obedi¬ 
ence  •  None  of  them  fuppofe  this  fir (l  juflification 
to  be  cur  acceptance  with  God,  ‘  as  righteous,  by 
•the  righteoufnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift  imputed  to  us;  and 
received  by  faith  alone.’ 


Now  then  whatToom  is  there  for  this  difliuftion  ? 
is  not  faith,  in  this  confideration  of  it,  as  much  as  an 
ad  of  obedience,  as  any  other  point  of  conformity 
to  the  divine  command,  which  we  are  capable  oi  ? 
And  is  it  not  fuppo'fed  to  jufiify  us^sit  is  our  (objec¬ 
tion  to  the  new  jaw  of  grace, and  as  it  is  our  firfl  ad  of 
©bedience  ?  What  then  do  they  mean,  ty  telling  us 
cf  a  Ji  rfi  j  u  fl :  fi  c  a  fTo  n  by  faith  alone,  and  of  a  fecondary 
juflification  by  loorks  ;  when  they  really  intend,  that 
the  beginning,  the  prpgrefs,  and  the  conciufion  of  our 
juflification  is  by  obedience  only  I — This  may  e  a  lily  be 
brought  to  a  fhort  and  determinate  ifiue.  Either 
faith  does  jufiify  us  as  it  is  a  work  of  outv?  a«nd  an 
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ad  o obedience  ;  or  it  juftifxes  us  at  it  is  the  meat* 
of  our  receiving  Chrijf's  right  eoufnefs ,  and  havin' 
•the  lame  actually  applied  to  us,  for  our  juftificatiq 
and  acceptance  with  God.  There  is  no  other  way,  \ 
which  we  can  he  fuppofed  to  be.juftified  by  faith— 
All  the  diftin&ions,  that  the  m'oft  exuberant  fancie 
of  men  can  light  upon,  are  reducible  to  one  of  thef 
two — Now  if  the  latter  of  thefe  be  auumed,  th 
controverfy  is  ended  :  We  have  a  righceoufhefs  t. 
plead,  that  is  fujBdently  perfed,  and  that  will  flam 
us  inilead  ;  there  is  no  need  of  our  new  obedience 
in  order  to  make  up  its  defeats,  and  procure  a  fecon 
dary  jollification.  But  if  the  former  of  thefe  be  af 
Tured,  then  out  firfi  juftfication  is  as  truly  by  works 
as  th efecond  ;  and  the  whole  is  by  obedience  only 
How  much  more  fair  and  ingenious  would  it  there- 
fore  be,  for  the  abetters  of  thefe  principles  to  fpeaj 
•out,  and  tell  us  plainly,  that  we  are  juftified  only  Jy 
works,  and  that  faith  has  nothing  to  do  in  our  jifftjfc 
cation,  but  ns  it  is  our  own  work,  and  an  att  of  obe¬ 
dience.;  than  thus  to  endeavour  to  hide  the  deformi- 
ty  of  their  fcheme,  as  contrary  .to  the  whole  tenor  of 
the  gofpel,  by  the  paint  and  varnifh  of  this  phufible, 
but  groundless  dijlinftton  P 


If  we  fli o ul*d  proceed  to  con Oder  the  nature  of 
their  ft  con  J  ary  juftification ,  and  the  obedience  by 
which  it  is  obtained,  there  will  appear  to  be  as  little 
foundation  for  this  new  diftin&ian  from  thence,  as 
from  the  former  view.  V/ ill  every  aft  of  our  fin- 
cere  obedience  jollify  us  ?  Or  mud  it  be  a  progrefs 
of  obedience  to  the  end  of  our  lives?  If  the  former, 
we  have  not  only  a  fir  ft  and  fecond,  but  a  ihoufand - 
/oWjuftification.  If  the  latter,  we  can  i « a  v  e  no  j  u  fl  i  - 
fication  at  all,  fo  long  as  we  live  ;  and  have  there¬ 
fore  very  little  reafon  to  expert  it  after  we  are  dead* 
For  as  death  leaves  us,  judgment  will  find  us ;  as  I 
have  observed  to  you  in  another  letter.  Should  you 
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fiippofe,  that  our  juftification  is  progreffi ve,  and 
bears  proportion  to  our  fa  notification,  you  mud 
then  allow,  that  we  cannot  be  completely  juf- 
tified,  till  we  are  completely  fanOtified  ;  which  we 
are  not  to  expeCl  in  this  life.  Should  you  fuppofe, 
we  fhall  oe  judified  in  our  expiring  moments,  juft  as 
we  are  breathing  our  laft,  even  this  will  be  before 
bur  obedience  isfinifhed,  or  our  f, and! ifi cation  perfect¬ 
ed  ;  and  therefore  there  can  be  no  more  reafon  af- 
figned  for  it,  at  that  period,  either  from  Scripture  or 
the  nature  of  things,  than  there  could  have  been  per¬ 
haps  a  thousand  times  before.  So  that  in  whatever 
view  we  confkler  the  cafe,  this  dijlinfiion ,  and  the 
whole  fcheme  founded  on  it,  is  a  mere  feene  of  con- 
fufion,  in  the  higheft  degree  repugnant  both  ta  Scrip¬ 
ture  and  reafon. 


And  now  I  am  ready  to  attend  to  your  reafoning , 
in  favour  of  thefe  principles. 

<(  I  mud  acknowledge  (you  fay)  that  we  are  juf- 
tihed  tfpon  covenant -works*  Now  a  covenant  mud 
have  conditions ,  to  be  fulfilled  by  both  parties:  and 
coniequently  the  benefits  of  the  covenant  mud  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  performance  of  thofe  conditions,  and 
be  fu (pended,  when  the  conditions  are  violated. — 
Wh  ence  it  is  neceflary  to  fuppofe,  that  there  are 
fome  continuing  conditions  required  of  us,  in  order 
to  our  complete  juilificrtion.” 


Th  ere  is  no  need  to  debate  with  you  the  propriety 
of  the  word  [conditions’]  in  this  cafe;  becaufe  it  mav 
be  ufed  in  a  lound  fenfe.  But  I  know  nothing  in  the 
nature  of  any  covenant ,  except  a  covenant  of  vsorks , 
that  makes  fuch  conditions  as  you  (peak  of,  neceffary 
to  it.  VV  hereas,  if  you  conlider  the  covenant  of  grace 
in  all  the  exhibitions  of  it,  it  is  a  covenant  of  promise , 
as  itiled,  Eph*  ii.  12*  Thence  thofe  who  are  inter- 
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tiled  in  this  covenant,  are  called  the  children  of  L 
promife ,  Rom.  ix.  8.  And  ./A?  heirs  of  the  promlj 
Heb.  vi.  17.  1'hus  the  tenor  of  this  covenan 
when  unde  with  Adam,  was,  that  ‘  the  feed  of  th 
woman  ihould  bruife  the  ferpent’s  head/  Gen.  ii 
If  And  thus  when  made  with  Abraham,  it  cor 
(iiied  of  a  promife,  tint  ‘  in  him  all  the  families  ( 
the  earth  ihould  be  blefTed/  Gen.  xii.  3.  In  neithc 
vf  thefe  cafes,  was  there  any  condition  added  :  it  w; 
barely  a  declaration  of  mercy  to  guilty  finners.  An 
yet  the  apofile  exprefslv  calls  this  ‘  a  covenant 
which  was  confirmed  of  God  in  Chri^:,,  and  fay< 

The  inheritance  God  gave  to  Abraham  by  promife 
GaL  iii*  17,  18.  And  what  is  there  that  ihould  mak 
this  ioconfilient  with  the  nature  of  a  covenant  P  Can 
not  you,  fir,  covenant  with  a  beggar,  to  bellow  up 
on  him  whattreafure  )ou  pleafe,  upon  theonly  con 
dition  o i  hrs  thankful  acceptance:  Cannot  a  princ< 
covenant  with  his  rebel  fubjefts,  to  pardon  them,  an< 
receive  them  into  his  favour,  upon  the  only  condi. 
■tiori  of  their  acknowledging  his  fovereignty  and  ac 
-tepring  ltd  pardon  ?  Would  not  this  be  truly  ant 
formally  a  covenant  ;  and  a  covenant  with  ftrongefi 
obligations  to  the  performance,  efpecially  if  confirm, 
ed  by  an  oath,  as  the  glorious  God  has  condefcended 
10  confirm  the  covenant  of  grace?  Heb.  vi.  1 8» 

You  further  argue,  that  “  good  works  and  a  life 
of  fincere  obedience  are  ahiolutely  neeeffary  to  faL 
vation,  without  which  no  man  can  fee  the  Lord, 
and  therefore  rteceffary  to  our  jollification,  which  is 
but  our  title  to  eternal  life.  And  a  right  or  title  to 
eternal  life  is  promifed  to  obedience.  Rev.  xxii.  1 4. 
(  Bleffcd  are  they  that  do  his  commandments,  that 
they  may  have  right  to  the  tree  of  life  ;  and  enter 
in  through  the  gates  into  the  ciryd — Heaven  is  a 
recompence  of  reward.  And  God  has  particularly 
promife J  to  his  people,  that  he  will  proportion  the 
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<Jifpen&tions  of  his  grace,  to  the  good  or  evil  be¬ 
haviour  of  his  people,  in  the  eighteenth  and  thirty- 
third  chapters  of  Ezekiel. 19 

Do  you  indeed,  fir,  fuppofe,  that  there  is  no  dif¬ 
ference  between  jvji  ip  cation  and  far:  ffifi  cation  f 
They  are  both,  it  is  true,  neceffary  to  falvation  5 
but  are  they  both  neceffary  in  the  fame  rcfpef*s,  in 
the  fame  place,  and  order,  and  to  the  fame  ends  ? 
Are  they  both  neceffary,  as  what  equally  intitle  us 
to  the  continuing  favour  of  God,  to  grace  here  and 
glory  hereafter?  Holinefs  or  new  obedience  is  ne- 
ceffary,  as  a  qualification,  difpofing  or  fitting  us  for, 
the  enjoyment  of  God,  and  poffeflion  of  the  hea- 
venly  glory.  But  how  will  it  follow  from  hence, 
that  it  is  neceffary,  as  the  condition  of  our  recon¬ 
ciliation  to  God,  and  of  our  being  kept  by  his  pow¬ 
er,  through  faith  unto  falvation  ?  How  will  it  fol¬ 
low,  that  becaufe  we  cannot  he  fave-d  wit  tout  holi¬ 
nefs,  that  therefore  we  mud  h efaved/or  it,  and 
upon  the  account  of  it  ?  I  t  is  neceffary  to  an  heir’s 
poffeffion  of  an  efiate,  given  him  by  his  father’s  will, 
that  he  live  and  enjoy  his  r-eafon  ;  Vet  it  is  not  his 
life  and  reafon,  but  his  father’s  donation,  which 
gives  him  the  title.  Even  fo  in  the  preferit  cafe, 
our  life  and  a£livity  are  neceffary  to  our  peffe  fling 
rhe  eternal  inheritance  ;  but  it  is  the  free  grace  of 
God  in  Ghrift,  w  hich  gives  us  the  title.  ‘  iiy  grace 
ye  are  faved  through  faith,  and  that  not  of  your- 
wives :  it  is  the  gift  of  God,’  Eph .  ii.  8. 

As  to  the  feriptures  cited  by  you,  they  are  alto¬ 
gether  impertinent  to  your  purpose.  You  fhould 
prove,  if  you  would  confirm  your  point  in  view, 
that  we  are  jufbfied  by  works  ;  and  that  our  works 
give  us  the  title  to  falvation.  But  all  that  you  do 
prove  by  the  cited,  feriptures  is,  that  good  works 
■are  neceffary  to  falvation  ;  which  is  a  truth  equal- 
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ly  allowed  by  both  parties  in  the  prefent  controve^ 
fy,  and  a  confequence  equally  refulting  from  th 
principles  of  both. 

The  fii  ft  text  indeed  which  you  quote,  does  i 
the  Engliih  tranflation,  feem  to  look  fome thing  i: 
your  favour.  But  then  read  in  the  original,  a! 
that  appearance  is  loft.  I  think,  it  fhould  thus  b 
iead,  6  BlefTed  are  they  who  do  his  commandments 
that  they  may  have  power,  privilege,  or  liberty  fo 
tne  tree  of  1  le*’ — And  it  is  on  all  hands  granted 
that  none  will  ever  have  the  power,  privilege,  o 
liberty,  to  enter  the  eternal  inheritance,  but^thof 
who  are  lancftified.  \  he  whole  queftion  is,  Fror 
whence  this  power  is  derived  ;  upon  what  titled  hi 
liberty  or  privilege  is  founded  ?  W  hether  only  iron 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  imputed  ?  Or  from  thei 
lincere  conformity  to  the  (pretended)  new  law  0 
grace?  To  this  the  text  fays  nothing  at  all:  Noi 
can  any  argument  be  drawn  from  it,  either  on  thi 
one  or  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion. 

But  heaven  is  a  recommence  of  reward .  VVhai 
then  ?  May  not  a  reward  be  given,  hot  of  debt ,  bu! 
of  mere  grace  ;  without  any  claim  by  perfonal  mer¬ 
it,  without  any  motive  from  covenant- conditiom 
performed,  or  any  other  incentive  at  all,  but  the 
mere  goodnefs  and  kindnefs  or  the  donor?  How 
then  does  this  prove  the  covenant-conditions  you 
are  pleading  for?  You  may,  fir,  if  you  pleafe,  with- 
out  any  previous  covenant,  reward  your  flaveh 
tovvardlinefs,  with  freedom  and  with  a  good  eftate  j 
thodgb  this  be  what  he  can  have  no  claim  to  by  his 
obedience.  His  perfon  and  fervices  being  your  pro¬ 
perty,  the  reward  rmift  flow  wholly  from  your  kind¬ 
nefs  and  bounty. — And  thus,  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
though  eternal  life  be  a  reward,  it  is  a  reward  of 
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mere  bounty  and  goodnefs,  it  is  the  gift  of  Gad, 
through  Jefus  Chrijt  vur  Lvrd,  Rotn.  vi.  23* 

What  you  urge  from  the  1  Sth  and  33d  chapters 
Of  Ezekiel  is  as  little  to  your  purpofe.  1  his  w  ill 
evidently  appear,  if  you  conhder,  that  thefe  chap, 
ters  have  a  fpecial  reference  to  a  temporal  faivation, 
from  the  calamities  that  I  fra  el  felt  or  feared  from 
the  Chaldean  war.  They  were  part  of  them  alrea¬ 
dy  in  captivity  ;  and  the  remainder  in  dreadful  ex¬ 
pectation  of  the  fucceeding  carnage  and  defolation, 
which  made  a  fwift  approach  upon  them.  They  on 
this  account  complain  of  God’s  rlifpenfations  as  &«- 
equal ,  and  of  their  own  mifery  as  remedilefs.  In 
anfwer  to  which  complaints,  God* is  pleated  by  the 
prophet  to  jollify  his  difpenfations  towards  them  ; 
and  to  let  them  know,  that  his  dealings  with  them 
were  according  to  their  doings  :  that  their  refor¬ 
mation  would  avert  his  judgments  ;  but  their  apofr 
lacy  and  ded.en.flon  ft  cm  his  fervice,  would  both 
heighten  his  difpleafure  and  their  punifhment— 
That  this  was  the  dt-fign  of  the  iSth  chapter,  ap¬ 
pears  evident  from  the  whole  foregoing  context  ; 
where  their  dreadful  deftru&ion  by  the  Babylonians 
was  exprefsly  predated  and  threatened  ;  which 
gave  occasion  to  obviate  their  obje&ions  againft 
God’s  dealings  with  them,  and  to  give  them  a  juft 
view  of  the  true  fource  and  caufe  of  their  mifery 
and  ruin.  That  this  was  a  Ho  the  defign  of  the  33d 
chapter,  is  mod  evident  from  the  exprefs  words  of 
The  context,  as  every  one  may  lee,  that  will  read 
from  the  2.6th  to  the  29th  verfe,  where  pword ,  fa - 
mine ,  peftilence ,  and  utter  deflation  are  exprefsly 
denounced,  and  declared  to  be  the  evils  referred  to 
in  this  difcourfe — Now  what  juft  argument  can  be 
drawn  from  hence  £  Wifi  it  follow,  becaufe  God 
proportions  his  providential  difpenfations  to  the  ex¬ 
ternal  condud  of  his  pr ©felling  covenant  people, 
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l'1At  therefore  we  ore  jufttfied by  works  ;  or  that  ci 
eternal  ialvation  is  the  immediate  fruit  of  our  ow 
obedience  ?  W ill  it  follow,  that  becaufe  Ahab 
threatened  temporal  deilrucffion  was  prevented  h 
his  external  reformation,  that  therefore  he  wasju 
T‘!ied  and  eternally  faved  upon  the  account  of  it 
.  °  ’  ]t  pl^in  that  all  the  arguments  to  the  prt 
lent  purpole,  from  thefe  chapters,  are  alrogethf 
impertinent.  And  the  pleas  commonly  taken  fror 
hence  againft  pcrj tverance  in  grace,  becaufe  th 
righteous  are  represented  as  turning  from  ih'ei 
right eoufncfs,  are  nothing  at  all  to  the  purpofe  fo 
which  they  are  ufeck 

But  after  ail,  were  it  even  fuppofed,  that  thef 
chapters  referred  to  God’s  difpenfations  rowan 
men  in  relation  to  their  eternal  fiate,  How  woul 
they  confirm  ih & 'principles  you  are  pleading  for 
i  he  y  would  indeed  (hew  us,  that  there  is  a  neceffh 
ry  connection  between  a  life  of  difobedienee  and  on 
Salvation,  and  between  a  life  of  obedience  and  ou 
perdition,  wh:cH  is  a  truth  allowed  on  both  Tides  o 
the  prefent  queftio’ri.  But  as  to  the  meritorious 
proem  ing,  and  entitling  caufe  of  our  Salvation,  or  the 
foundation  of  our  right  and  title  to  eternal  life, there 
is  nothing  fpoken  of  in  thefe  chapters.  If  yot 
would  find  thefe  things  explained  by  the  prop  lie 
Ezekiel,  read  the  36th  chapter  of  his  prophecy 
where  the  do&r’ne  which  you  oppofe,  is  ftrong. 
ly  afTerted,  and  particularly  illuftrated.  You  wii 
there  find,  it  is  God  *  that  takes  a  wiry  the  heart  ci 
(lone  from  his  people,  and  gives  them  a  heart  ci 
flefh  tint  4  catifes  theta)  to  Walk  in  his'  {latutes, 
and  keep  his’ judgments,  and  do  them  and  that  it 
is  ‘  not  for  their  Tikes  that  he  does  this,  hut  for  his 
own  name’s  fake  and  that  when  this  is  done  for 
them,  they  u  ill  have  caufe  to  ‘  be  afhamed  and  con¬ 
founded  f or  their  own  ways  •/  and  to  *  loathe  them- 
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felyes  in  their  own  fight  for  their  iniquities  and-  a- 
bcyftinatious.’  You  will  there  find,  that  though 
God  i  will  be. enquired  of  by  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  to 
do  this  for  them  :*  Yet  this  is  not  the  condition  of 
their  acceptance,  he  will  bellow  his  fpecial  grace 
for  his  own  name’s  fake/  and  ‘  not  for  their 
fakes.*  —  Now  you  will  acknowledge,  that  the  other 
chapters  mull  be  taken  in  the  fame  view'. with  this  ; 
and  then,  though  it  will  appear,  that  lie  who  re- 
penteth  and  continueth  in  obedience  to  the  end, 
and  none  but  he,  ihall  obtain  falvation  at  lad  :  Yet 
that  this  repentance  and  new  obedience  flows  from 
God’s  fovereign  grace,  and  is  the  fruit  of  a  juflifkd 
date. — -The  fame  thing  may  be  obferved  concerning 
any  other  texts  of  Scripture,  which  you  can  pof~ 
fibly  cite,  to  the  like  purpofe. — And  I  mu  ft  here 
obierve  to  you,  it  is  a  lure  evidence  of  the  weakness 
ef  that  canle,  that  can  be  no  betr-r  defended. 
There  are  multitudes  of  plain  and  pofitive  texts  of 
Scripture,  which  afcribe  our  juftification  to  faith ,  and 
to  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrjlt  alone  ;  as  I  have  had 
occafion  to  fhew  you  already.  Thefe  mud  be  in¬ 
terpreted  away  at  any  rate  ;  becanfe  they  do  not 
agree  with  this  fcheme,  which  tiudi  by  all  means  be 
f uppor  ted. --But  then,  what  evidence  have  we 
from  Scripture  for  this  doctrine,  v  Inch  is  fo  flrenu- 
oufly  contended  for  ?  None  but  this, that  hdmefs  and 
tuw  obedience  are  necejfary  to,  falvation  ;  which  is 
juff  fo  much  (and  no  more)  to  the  purpofe,  as  if 
you  fhould  attempt  to  prove  your  point  from  the 
hr  if  verfe  of  Genefis. 

\  on  proceed  to  argue,  that  u  repentance  for  fin, 
wai-ch  includes  new  obedience  in  the  nature  of  it,  hs 
not  only  made  ablolutely  neceilary  to  falvadqn,  but 
has  the  promife  of  pardon  annexed  to  it  ;  mid  is 
therefore  plainly  propofed  in  Scripture,  as  the 
ration  of  our  j  unification.” 


I 


.  J 


t 


l  *9°  J 

I  hiS  is  but  a  repetition  of  the  former  argamtn 
3n  other  words.  The  queftion  before  ns  is  no 
What  is  neceffarv  to  our  ialvation  :  but  what  is  th 
condition  of  our  juftification  *  It  is  not  the  tjueftio 
whether  pardon  and  faivation  be  neceffarily  conned, 
id  ro  repentance  and  new  obedience  :  but  what 
is  that  gives  us  a  title  to  this  pardon  and  faivation 
and  whence  it  is,  that  this  repentance  and  new  ob< 
dience  flows,  by  w  hich  we  are  qualified  to  part  at 
of  laving  benefits  — 1  he  feriptures  affure  ns,  th; 
tnis  is  the  right eoufnefs  of  Gkrifl  received  by  faith 
and  what  you  now  offer,  is  no  ways  inconfifttr 
with  the  many  declarations  of  this  kind,  through 
out  the  whole  w  ord  of  God.— “-If  it  were  grantee 
that whatever  are  the  requisites  in  them  that  fha 
be  laved,  and  w  hatever  qualifications  have  the  pre 
rnife  of  pardon  and  faivation  annexed  to  them,  ar 
the  conditions  of  our  jullifi  cation,  it  would  then  fo 
low  that  perfeverance  is  a  condition  of  our  jnftrfiet 
tion  ;  and  confequently  all  difpure  about  being  jul 
tified  in  this  prefent  life,  is  at  an  end,  as  I  have  of 
ferved  before.  For  the  benefit  is  fufpended,  til 
the  condition  on  which  it  depends,  is  accomplilhec 
Befides,  I  think,  all  men  muff  fdlow,  that  if  reper 
t  a  rice  be  the  fruit  and  confequence  of  our  jujitfet 
tiony  it  cannot  be  the  condition  of  it.  There  can  b 
nothing  more  prepoderous,  than  to  fuppofe  an  el 
fe£t  to  be  a  condition  of  the  enufe  producing  il 
And  the  Scriptures  alfure  us,  that  repentance  is  th 
fruit  and  confequence  of  our  jullification.  Thus  i 
it  particularly  reprefented  to  us.  Ezek.  xxxvh  26 
28,  31.  ‘A  new  heart  alfo  will  I  give  you  ;  an< 
a  new  fpirit  will  1  put  within  you  ; — and  ye  fhall  b 
rriy  people  ;  and  I  will  be  your  God — 'Then  fhal 
ye  remember  your  own  evil  ways,  and  your  doing 
that  were  not  good  ;  and  (ball  loathe  yourfelves  ii 
vdur  own  fight,  for  your  iniquities  and  for  your  abo 
imnations*  Thus  likewife,  Zech.  xii-  iq.-*  And  I  wil 
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poor  out  upon  the  houfe  of  David,  and  upon  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Jerufalem,  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  of 
fiipplications :  and  they  fhall  look  upon  me.  whom 
they  have  pierced  ;  and  they  'hail  mourn  for  him  as 
one  mourneth  for  his  only,  fon,  and,  fhall  be  in  buter- 
nefs  for  him,  as  one  that  is  in  bitterness  l or  his  fini  - 
bornd — In  which  texts  you  fee,  there  is  fird  a  new 
heart  and  a  ?i3io  fpirlt  ;  they  are  fir. ft  in  a  jollified 
date,  they  are  God's  people  and  he  is  their  Goa  ;  they 
are  fird  renewed  and  have  a  f pint  of  grace  and / ap¬ 
plication  ;  t hey  have  firfl  the  exerciie  ot  faith,  they 
kok  upon  him  whom  they  have  pierced  :  And  then  fol¬ 
lows  their  repentance,  as  an  immediate  and  necef- 
fary  confeqaence  of  their  regenerate  jollified  date. 
•This  truth  is  mod  evident,  not  only  from  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  representation  of  this  matter  :  but  alio  from  the 
nature  of  a  true  and  fincere  repentance--W  e  mu  ft 
he  united  toChrid,  and  have  a  principle  of  life,  be¬ 
fore  we  can  perform  vital  actions- — We  muff  have 
the  difpofitions  of  our  fouls  renewed,  before  we  can 
hate  fin,  and  heartily  mourn  after  a  deliverance  from 
what  is  naturally  pleafant  and  delightful  to  us.  Yv  e 
mud  fir  ft  have  faith  in  Chrififs  blood,  betore  we  can 
Tepair  to  it  for  cleaning  from  pollution  and  guilt — 
We  mud  fird  have  a  principle  of  love  to  holinefs., 
before  we  can  live  a  life  of  new  obedience.--  1  he 
kgal  terrors,  refolutions  and  endeavors*  which  pre¬ 
cede  our  judification,  are  very  far  fhort  of  a  true 
repentance  ;  and  therefore  can  have  no  pro  ini  fe  of 
pardon  and  falvation  made  to  them. --It  is  therefore 
evident,  that  though  an  evangelical  repentance 
does  immediately  fucceed  (and  in  its  beginnings  is 
•even  contemporary  with)  a  true  jndifying  faith  : 
Yet  it  is  in  order  of  nature  an  effed  and  fruit  of  it ; 
•and  confequently  cannot  be  the  condition  of  our  juf- 
rtification. 

•And  now  I  proceed  to  tbe  eonfuleration  of 
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t  -argument,  for  the  vindication  ofthefeprrranple; 
It  ieems  (you  fay)  that  our  obedience  muft  be  th 


condition  ci  our  justification,  becaufe  the  procefs 
the  final  judgment  will  be  put  upon  that  iffue  •  a.. 
-  J'an  W  ;!l  ^U(l£eci  ln  that  awful  4 ay  accori 


t 

an 


mg  to  his  work j 


To  which  1  anfwer,  that  I  can  fee  no  manner  c 
eonfeqtience  in  this  re  a  Toning,  becaufe  God  of  h 
infinite  grace  and  bounty  will  be  pleaded  to  rewar 
the  obedience  of  believers  at  the,,  eternal  judgment 
thtit  therefore  our  obedience  is  the  condition  of  on 
prefent jufiificauoth  You  yourfeif,  fir,  have  beei 
fo  good  to  the  young  gentleman,  your  biter’s  fon 
as  to  take  him  out  of  pnfon,  to  pay  his  debts 
to  adopt  him  into  our  family,  to  call  him  by  you 
O'An  name,  and  treat  him  as  your  own  child  :  am 
1  am  told,  that  you  intend  to  reward  his  dutifulnef 
to  you,  by  giving  him  the  preference  to yonrdaugh 
rers,  and  by  making  him  the  heir  of  your  folid  ef 
tateo  if  it  (houid  be  fo,  would  it  from  thence  ap 
pear  that  ms  dutiful  behaviour  was  the  condition  o 
your  taking  him  out  oi  prilon,  ahd  adopting  hiu 
mtoycur  family  l  No  fir,  you  know  that  this  wa 
an  a&  of  mere  compaffion  and  kindnefs.  —  Apph 
this  to  the  cafe  here  before  us ;  and  you  will  fee  th< 
fate  of  your  argument. — You  are  belides  to  confides 
that  it  is  no  Where  laid  in  Scriptures  that  we  are  a; 
the  laff  day  to  be  rewarded  for  our  good  works,  bm 
according  io  them.  1  he  reward  which  believer 
ill  nil  receive,  will  be  a  reward  of  mere  grace  ;  and 
will  of  God’s  infinite  ginxinefs  be  proportioned  to. 

but  rot  merited  by  their  obedience - Let  it  alfo  be 

c  cm  fide  red,  in  our  jujiif  cation  in  this  life,  ChrilVh 
eonlidered  in  the  fpeeiai  character  of  our  Redeemer 
our  Propitiation,  our  High  Pried  ;  and  accordingly 
applies  the  benefits  of  his  redemption  to  our  fouls 
;J u  t  we  may  be  accepted  in  him  :  But  in  the  gtfeau 
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Jay  of  accounts ,  he  will  appear  in  the  fpecial  cliarac-' 
ter  of  our  judge ,  publicly  owning  and  rewarding 
thole  graces,  which  he  has  enabled  us  to  exercife, 
and  that  obedience  which  he  has  excited  and 
ftrengthed  us  to  perform — In  our  juftification  here, 
he  is  glorifying  the  riches  of  his  redeeming  mercy 
-and  love  ?  In  the  day  of  judgment,  he  will  glorify 
his  re&oral  holinefs  and  equity,  as  well  as  his  infi¬ 
nite  bounty  ;  and  let  the  intelligent  world  fee,  that 
4  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  will  do  right. — Here, 
he  jttfttfies  the  ungodly ,  by  acquitting  them  from 
guilt,  and  imputing  righteoufnefs  without  works  : 
there,  he  will  reward  the  godly,  by  crowning  their 
piety  and  holinefs  with  eternal  life — Here,  our 
j  unification  is- the  foundation  and  fountain  of  our 
new’  obedience  ;  as  I  have  before fhewn you  :  there 
we  are  to  receive  the  reward  of  our  obedience  al¬ 
ready  performed  and  finifhed.— -  In  our  jufti flection 
here,  Chrilt  acts  from  the  motives  only  of  his  fove- 
reign  grace  and  love:  in  the  final  fentcnce,  .he  will 
proceed  according  to  the  rules  of  diflrilxitive  re¬ 
munerative  juflrce)  in  adjuftitig  and  proportioning 
rewards  — So  that  from  the  nature  of  rhinos  it  is  a- 

•  O 

greeable,  that  we  fhemld  here  be  jvJHfled  by  faith 
only  :  buuthere  judged  according  to  our  works* 

And  now,  fir,  will  you  indulge  me  the  fame  free¬ 
dom  which  you  have  hitherto*  borne  with  ;  and  al¬ 
low  me  to  be  your  faithful  monitor,  in  an  inftanoe 
or  two  ? 

I  would  hrd:  put  you  in  mind,  that  it  is  of  much 
greater  confluence  to  your  higliefl  interefls  to 
make  rt  evident  to  yourfelf,  that  you  are  indeed  juf- 
lined  in  the  fight  of  God,  than  to  exercife  your 
mind  with  this  arbitrary  diftin&ion  of  a  firfb  and  fe- 
cond  juftification-  If  you  are  indeed  interefted  in 
Chrik  by  ianh,  if  you  do  indeed  experience  a  change 
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ei  heart  and  Site  in  confequence  of  your  faith  i» 
”,m  >  and  n«ke 1  a  progrefs  in  the  divine  life,  in  the 
Biortmcauon  ot  your  corruptions,  in  love  to  God 
and  your  neighbor,  and  in  heavenly  mindednefs  and. 
Spirituality,  you  will  not  be  examined  at  the  bar  of 
your  judge,  about  your  acquaintance  with  thefe  mo- 
dern  dithnftions  ;  or,  whether  thofe  qualifications, 
vvluca  will  then  be  glonoully  rewarded,- are  the 

iruus  ot  the  firft,  or  the  conditions  of  a  fecondary 
j  unification.  J 

I  would  again  entreat  you  to  confider,  that  the 
life  of  a  fh  rift  1  an  is  a  life  ft faith  in  the  Son  ft  God. 
We  are  not  only  juft fed  by  fait  b  ;  but  we  are/W 
hv  faith;  arid  the  juft  muft  live  by  faith.  Whatever 
be  comes  o»  this  deoate,  you  may  be  therefore  cer¬ 
tain,  that  you  can  be  no  longer  fafe,  than  while  you 
arehumbly  committing  your  foul  to  Chrift  as  to  the 
andioi  of  your  eternal  salvation,  depending  upon 
him  as  tne  Lioro  your  right.eoufntfs  ;  and  expecting 
•in  fuppnes  of  gi ace  from  his  f  ulnefs. — • -.And  believe 
me,  fir,  a  lively  exerciie  of  faith  in  Chrift  will  afford 
}  on  more  piefent  com-ort,  will  m-uch  more  quicken 
youjn  devotion  and  true  holinefs  ;  and  more  ftreng th¬ 
en  and  eftablhh  you  in  every  good  work,  in  your 
progrefs  to  the  heavenly  kingdom,  than  all  vour 
f  tidies  in  thefe  fruiclefs  dod-rines,  about  a  firft  and 
ftcondary  juftifkatiom 

I  will  take  leave  to  add  once  more,  that  the  way 
to  heaven  is  certaily  a  way  of  holinefs ;  and  with¬ 
out  holinefs  you  can  never  fee  God .  It  therefore  con¬ 
cerns  you  to  look  to  the  fountain  of  holinefs  for  all 
flap  plies  of  grace,  to  watch  over  your  heart  and  life, 
to  endeavour  and  pray  for  a  holy  conformity  to  the 
whole  will  of  God;  and  amidft,  and  after  all,  to 
bring  your  great  defers  to  the  blood  of  Chrift  for 
pardon  *  and  continually  implore  the  divine  inf] a- 
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cnees,  that  the  work  of  grace  may  be  carried  on  in 
your  foul  with  power,  hill  you  arrive  without  f pot 
and  blamelefs ,  before  the  throne  of  your  fovereign 
and  righteous  Judge. 

That  you  may  thus  be  dire&ed  fafe  amid  ft  all  th# 
fnares  and  delufions  in  your  way,  is  the  prayer  of, 

S  I  R, 


Your  See . 


LETTER  XV: 


Wherein  the  Apoftle  James’s  Doftrine  of  Juftifi cation 
by  Works,  in  his fecond  Chapter ,  is  diJHnffily  re¬ 
viewed,  and fet  in  its  genuine  Light ,  by  a  compari- 
fon  with  the  Apoflle  Paul’s  Doffrine  of  Juftincation 
by  Faith. 

Sir, 

YOU  11  acknowledge,  that  if  k  were  net  for  one 
difficulty  in  your  way,  you  (hould  think  the  evi¬ 
dence  offered  againft  the  doftrineyou  have  propofed, 
muff  be  concluftve  :  but  you  do  not  know  how  to 
give  into  a  fcheme,  that  is  not  only  exprefsly  con¬ 
tradicted,  but  particularly  refuted,  in  the  word  of 
God — The  apottle  Paul  (you  fav)  does  indeed  feein 
to  fpeak  in  favour  of  my  principles  :  but  he  ought 
to  be  interpreted  by  the  apoftle  James,  who  ex¬ 
prefsly  rejects  my  interpretation  of  St.  Paul’s 
difeouifes  on  the  fubjeft  before  us.— — •— W  hat 
appearance  therefore  foever  there  may  be,  in  fi- 
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vour  of  my  principles,  in  St.  Paul’s  epiftles,  thefe 
mul.  not  be  underllood  in  direct  contradjdtion  tc 
t  e  ex  pi  els  declarations  or  another  infpired  writer. 
iou  therefore  delire  me  to  (hew;,  how  it  is  poffible  to 
reconcile  my  fcheme  with  the  doctrine  of  St.  lames 
in  the  tecond  chapter  of  his  epiltle,  from  the  four’ 
teen  to  verle  to  the  end.” 

If  this  be  nil  y  our  remaining  d  ifficulty,  I  hope  it 
will  not  prove  an  hard  matter  to  give  you  full  fa  t  is  - 
1  action,  .that  the  doctrine  of  the  apollle  James  in 
the  place  referred  to,  j<,  no  ways  inconiiftent  with  the 
dottrme  of  our  jujhf, cation  by  faith,  fo  plainly  and 
tul  y  taught  by  the  apoitle  Paul  in  all  his  epiflles ; 
and  therefore,  that  our  juftif  cation  by  -W'jrks  (in  the 

ferife  that  I  pppofe  it)  has  no  ioundation  at  all  in  the 
whole  word  of  God. 

That  this  may  he  fet  in  a  proper  light,  there  are 
two  or  three  things  neceflary  t  to  be  premifed*  and 
dihmclly  confidr’red ,  previous  to  a  direcl  and  imme¬ 
diate  view  of  the  confiliency  and  concurrence  of 
thHe  two  .podles,  in  the  dp'&rine  of,  a  Tinner’s 
juJufuittijn  by  j  nth,  not  with  (bud  mg  their  feeiriing 
difagreemeni  md  repugnancy . 

h  Ihould  hi  It  he  pre ml  fed,  that  thefe  two  apofiles 
nmTl  be  underflood  in  fuch  a  fenfe,  as  wiJl^mak.e 
them  confifiznt.  We  mud  take  this  for  a  principle, 
that  w  h, never  becomes  of  our  fchemes,  on  one  fide 
or  the  other,  the  Spirit  of  God  cannot  he  inconfiil- 

em  with  himfelf,  nor  teach  contrary  dottrijies _ 

I  hat  imerpretarion  therefore  mult  he  right,  which 
will  make  them  confident  ;  and  that  muft  he  rejecf- 
ed,  which  fets  them  at  variance,  and  makes  their  doc¬ 
trines  utterly  irreconcilable.  .  ' 

It  fbould  be  likewife  premifed,  that  the  apofile 
Janies  mult  be  underflood  in  fuch  a  fenfe,  as  will 
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make  him  confident  with  himfelf  W e  may  not  flip- 
pofe,that  he  teaches  Inch  a  uodlrine  in  this  part  of 
the  fecond  chapter,  as  is  repugnant  to  the  doftrine 
which  he  himfelf  teaches  el  lew  he  re,  in  the  fame 

cpiftle. - Let  us  then  fee  if  we  cannot  find  the 

dodrine  I  am  pleading  for,  taught  in  this  very 
epiille  of  James.  Particularly  in  Chap.  i.  5,  6,  7. 
1  If  any  of  you  lack  wifdom,  let  him.  afk  of  God  who 
giveth  to  all  men  liberally  and  upbraideth  not ;  and 
it  lliall  be  given  him.  But  let  him  aik  in  faith,  noth¬ 
ing  wavering.  For  he  that  wavereth,  is  like  a  wave 
of  the  fea,  driven  of  the  wind,  and  tolled.  For  let 
not  that  man  think,  that  he  (hall  receive  any  thing 
of  the  Lord.’  From  w  hence  I  argue,  i i faith  he  the 
way' to  divine  acceptance  and  audience  o' our  pray¬ 
ers', ’the  means  by  which  our  duties  will  find  a  gra¬ 
cious  reception  with  God,  and  without  which  they 
will  be  rejected  ;  then  we  are  jt  fifed  by  faith ,  and 
not  by  works.  For  it  is~  undoubtedly  true,  that 
what  jollifies  our  obedience,  and  renders  that  accep¬ 
table  to  God,  does  like w  ife  jnflify  our  perfons,  and 
render  them  acceptable  to  him.  And  our  works  can 
have  no  hand  in  juitrfying  oar  perfons,  if  our  works 
them! elves  are  juliified;  by  faith;  but  condemned 
and  rejected  without  ir,  as  the  apoffle  teaches  us  in 
the  cited  text.  So  we  learn  from  Chap.  v.  15,  i6> 
that  ‘  the  efrecfual  fervent  prayer  of  the  righteous 
man  is  the  prayer  of  faith. * 

Moreover,  If  fpiritual  vjtfdow ,  or  pra<ffical  holi- 
ncis.  be  the  fruit  and  effect  of  faith  (as  we  are  told 
that  it  is,  in  the  quoted  text)  then  our  juflification 
and  acceptance  with  God  (by  which  we  do,  and 
Without  which  we  cannot  obtain  the  divine  influ¬ 
ences  to  our  progreilive  la  notification)  is  by  faith , 
and  not  by  works.  J  think  no  man  will  pretend, 
that  we  are  fo  acceptable  to  God,  as  to  obtain  his 
falsifying  influences,  in  a  progrefs  of  wifdom  and 
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grace,  before  we  are  juftifled  Y  or  that  we  afe  fane 
tified  by  faith,  and  jujllfied  by  works.  Whence  i 
follows,  that  faith  is  the  mean  or  term  of  cur  jnf 
tification,  becauie  it  is  the  mean  or  term  of  our  fane 
tificaxion  ;  and  that  a  holy  life  cannot  be  the  condi 
tion  of  our  acceptance  with  God,  becaufe  it  is  th< 
confequecice  and  fruit  of  that  faith ,  by  which  wi 
land  acceptance  with  him. 

• 

Another  text  to  the  fame  purpefe,  we  find,  ii 
chap.  ii.  5.  ‘  Hearken,  my  beloved  brethren,  hat] 
not  God  chofen  the  poor  of  this  world,  rich  in  faith 
and  heirs  of  the  kingdom,  which  God  hath  protnifei 
to  them  that  l(ove  him  G —  It  might  be  read,  Hat , 
not  God  chofen  the  poor — to  be  rich ,  (as  a  (imila< 
phrafe  is  tranflated,  Rom.  viii.  29.)  to  be  rich  wit, 
or  by  faith,  and  heirs — Does  not  this  plainly  teacl 
us,  that  as  the  end  of  GodY  chufing  the  poor,  wa 
that  they  might  be  fpiritually  rich,  ib  that  it  is  fait, 
which  enriches  them,  and  confhtutes  them  heirs  o 
the  kingdom  ?  And  you  will  readily  own,  that  i 
we  are  heirs  of  the  kingdom  by  faith,  we  are  jufli 
hed  by  faith. The  kingdom  is  prepared  for  then 
that  love  God :  And  faith  is  the  fource  of  that  low 
to  God,  by  which  we  are  qualified  for  the  king 
dom.  Faith  worketb  by  love,  Gal.  v.  6*  Am 
therefore  faith  is  the  term  or  medium  of  our  ac 
ccptance  w  ith  God,  and  title  to  the  kingdom. - 
Thefe  texts  mu  ft  therefore  be  remembered  in  ou 
explication  of  the  context  you  refer  to,  that  vv 
may  not  represent  the  apoftle  as  teaching  contradk 
lions  or  inconfillencies. 

It  muft  alfo  be  p  re  mi  fed,  that  we  fhould.  under 
ftand  the  reafonings  and  concluiions  of  the  two  a 
poftles,  Paul  and  James,  according  to  the  prcfejfe 
fcopc  and  defign  of  their  difeourfes,  and  accordin 
to  the  fubjed  they  are  p-rofeffedly  treating  upon 
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And  we  fhould  confidcr  the  cxpreflions  taey  eacu 
©f  them  life  upon  the  point  in  view,  not  as  worus 
Occatiodaily  and  tranfiently  fpoken  ;  but  as  what  re¬ 
late  to,  and  are  connefted  with  thefakj:  cy-matie^ 
profdfediy  undertaken  to  be  explained.  This  mule 
be  always  allowed  to  be  a  natural  and  rational  /  me, 
which  ought  to  be  fir  idly  adhered  to,  in  the  inter- 
pretation  of  feripture.  Now,  then,  let  us  Jock  a 
little  into  this  cafe  ;  and  fee  if  we  do  not  nuuthe 
fcope  and  defign  of  thele  two  follies  very  differ¬ 
ent,  where  they  {peak  lo  very  differently  of  jUitdi- 
cation  by  faith;  and  by  'works* 


Paul  defignedly  handles  this  'cpieftibn,  How-  a 
guilty ,  condemned,  and  convinced  j inner  (ball  get  re¬ 
conciled  to.God,lind  acceptance  with  inn,  and  have 
a  title  to  the  heavenly  inheritance  ?  He  treats  or 
fuch  (  who  are  under  fin,  whofe  mouths  mud  be 
Hopped,  who  are  all  become  guilty  before  God  ;  and 
who  have  all  finned,  and  come  fhort  oi  the  glory  or 
God/  Rom-  in.  9,  19,  23.  He  confuWs  the  impof- 
ftbility  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  that  luch  as  thele 
can  be  juftifitd  by  works  :  becaufe  when  they  have 
done  all  they  can  do,  they  yet  in  their  highelt  attain¬ 
ments  continue  Tinners,  and  remain  under  guilt.— 
This  is  the  plain  and  manifeH  fcope  of  ike  two  fir  11 
and  part  of  the  third  chapters  to  the  Romans.  He 
thence  proceeds  to  (hew  which  way,  and  which  only, 
they  may  hope  for  acceptance  with  God  ;  in  the  re¬ 
maining  part  of  the  third,  &  in  the  following  chapters 
of  that:,  e  pi  file.  This  cannot  be  by  the  deeds  of  the 
law.  Rut  it  muft  be  ‘  by  the  rigineoufnefs  of  God 
without  the  law,  by  the  righteoufhefs  of  God 
by  faith  of  Jefus  C  hr  ill  /  and  <  by  faith  without  the 
deeds  of  the  law/  v.  21,  22,  28 — This  is  the  fub- 
jed,  that  the  apolile  Paul  keeps  corifiantly  in  view, 
hi  Ids  epiftle  to  the  Romans  and  Galatians. 
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their  obtaining  faction,  from'.hdVd^H^I  ffi? 
or  from  their  notional  and  hiftorical  affent  to  the 
trmh  of  gofpel  ?  And  thence  he  takes  occafion  dif. 
tindly  to  con  fid  er,  which  way  a  Chrirtian’s  faith  may 
e  jufitfied,  hts  prof  rtf',  on  vindicated  and  evidenced 
tobe  fmcere  and  ti  ne.  He  difcourfes  of  '  a  man 
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jptnt,  or  a  carcafe  w  ithout  breath,  (v.  26.) 


Thefe  are  the  refpe&uve  queibicns  handled  by  thefe 
two  apoith’-s  ;  and  their  anfwers  are  adapted  to  the 
iubje&s  profeffedly  handled  by  them.  They  give 
the  very  fame  anfwers  to  each  of  thefe  quefllcns 

that  a  judicious  Calvanift  divine  would  now  give.- _ _ 

Should  aty  awakened J7twe.r,  under  a  fenfe  of  his  guilt 
and  danger,  inquire  ot  one  of  cur  divines,  how  he 
may  obtain  a  pardon  of  his  fins,  a  reconciliation  to 
God,  and  a  title  to  eternal  life,  would  he  not  an- 
fwer,  with  the  apollle  Paul,  that  he  muff  <feek 
righteoufnefs  by  faith,  ar.d  not  as  it  were  by  the 
w  orks  of  the  law  P  for  1  by  the  deeds  of  the  law, 
no  fit  111  lh nil  be  juftified  in  his  fight  :  that  he  muff 
‘  be  found  in  Chriff,  not  having  his  own  righteouf¬ 
nefs  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  is  through 
the  faith  of  Chriff,  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God 
by  faithP — Put  then,  on  the  other  hand,  fhould  any 
vain  profelFor,  that  turns  he  grace  of  Cod  into  wanton- 
nefs ,  yet  fay  that  be  has  faith,  and  flatter  himfelf  with 
faiv'ation,  from  his  biilorical  dcxflrinal  belief  of  the 
gofpel,  w  bile  living  a  carelefs  and  fenlual  life  •  would 
lie  not  be  told  in  the  language  of  the  apoflle  James, 
that  fuch  a  faith  will  not  jive  him  ;  that  the  vtry 
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Vils  have  fuch  a  faith,  as  well  as  lie  ;  that  faith  with¬ 
out  works  is  a  dead  faith,  and  but  a  car  cafe  without 
breath  ;  that  he  muff  have  works  to  jultify  his  pre¬ 
tence  to  faith  ;  and  mull  foew  his  faith  by  his  works, 
or  his  hopes  are  vain,  and  he  a  vian  man  to  enter¬ 
tain  fuch  hopes.  Now,  what  fhadoxv  of  difagree- 
ment  would  appear  in  thefe  different  anfwers,  to 
fuch  very  different  fubjedfs  in  quellipn  ? 

After  this  view  of  the  cafe,  it  is  now  to  be  con- 
fidered,  from  which  of  thefe  apoftlcs  we  may  ex¬ 
pert  to  have  the  doctrine  of  a  tinner’s  juftification 
before  God  explained  and  let  in  its  proper  light  : 
whether  from  him  who  is  purpofely  handling  this 
fubjed  ;  or  from  him  who  is  not  purpofely  handling 
this  matter,  but  treating  o  n  very  different  fubjed  ? 
This  is  an  inquiry  very  eafily  anfwered,  and  being 
anfwered  the  whole  difficulty  vanilhespf  courfe. 

Thefe  things  being  premifed,!  proceed  toconfider 
the  fuhjecb  before  us  more  directly  and  particularly  : 
And  by  taking  notice  of  the  doffrines  refpeftively 
taught  by  thefe  apoffies,  Hull  endeavour  to  fliew, 
that  there  is  no  difagrecment  at  all  between  them  ; 
nor  any  thing  at  all  in  this  difcourfe  of  the  spoltlc 
James,  which  you  refer  to,  that  is  in  the  Icaft  repug¬ 
nant  to  our  juftification  by  faith,  without  works  of 
righteoufnefs  done  by  us. 

This  will  appear  evident,  if  we  confider,  in  the 
firff  place,  that  thefe  apostles  are  treating  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  faith .  The  one  of  them  has  not  the  fame 
idea,  and  does  net  mean  the  fame  thing  with  the  o 
ther,  when  they  difeourfe  o f  faith,  and  its  influence 
upon  our  juftification.  You  remember,  1  have  for¬ 
merly  iliewn  yon  at  large,  in  a  letter  purpofely  writ¬ 
ten  on  that  fubject,  that  there  are  two  forts  of  'faith 
mentioned  and  deferibed  in  the  Scripture.  By  the 
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erne  we  are,  and  by  the  other  we  are  not,  juftiftt* 
before  0od.  Now  the  apoftle  Paul  (peaks  of  thi 
lormer  of  thefe  ;  and  the  apoftle  James  of  the  la-tter 
}  5s  therefore  the  greateft  truth  and  propriety 
in  what  each  of  thefe  apoftle  s  fpeak  of  faith,  taking 
it  in  the  notion  which  they  rcf'pe'dively  intend.  I 
]s  true,  tnac  by  the  faith  of  God’s  eled  we  an 
ju Milled  and  laved  :  It  is  alio  true,  that  the  faith  o 
the  vain  man,  or  empty  profefTor,  a  bare  notional 
hiftorical,  fnmleis  faith,  will  not  lave  us — Thi 
ape t tie  Paul  {peaks  of  a  living  faith,  ‘  by  which  t hi 
jnft  Inali  live,’  Rom.  i.  17.  The  apoftle  jamei 


(peaks  ol  a  dead  faith ,  which  is  but  as  a  ‘  body  with 
out  the  Iptrit/  v.  17 ,  26 .  The  apoftle  Paul  fpeak: 
of  a  J  lairh  winch  worketh  by  love/  Gal.  v.  6.  Th< 
apoftle  jaftco  ipr.drs  of  a  ‘  faith  which  hath  no 
works  /  and  which  is  deftitute  o $  mercy  or  chart 
ty ,  v.  1 6,  17.  Paul  treats  of  a  (pecial  faith ,  b} 
which  ‘  we  are  the  children  of  God/  Gal.  iii.  2 6-  — 
James  of  a  faith,  which  is  common  to  the  devils ,  v 
19 — Paul  treats  of  a  faith ,  by  which  ‘  we  (hall  be 


faved/  Rom.  x.  9.,  James  of  a  faith  which  ‘  can¬ 


not  fave  us/  v.  14 - Paul  treats  of  a  faith . 


by  which  we  are  4  juftified,  without  the  deeds  of  the 
law/  Rom.  iii,  28.  James,  on  the  contrary,  fpeak* 
of  a  faith ,  which  *  being  alone,  without  works/  is 
fuch  as  will  not  juftify  us,  v.  24- — Now,  can  it  pofti- 
biy  be  true, of  the  fame  faith ,  that  it  is  both  alive, 
and  dead  ;  that  it  worketh  by  love,  and  yet  hath 
not  works,  but  is  without  love  and  mercy  ;  that  by  it 
we  are  the  children  of  God,  and  yet  not  diftinguifh- 
e4  from  the  devil  by  it;  that  we  are  faved  by  it. 
arid  not  faved  by  it ;  that  we  are  juftified  by  it  without 
works,  and  are  not  juftified  by  this  alone  without 
works  l  if  thefe  are  not  feme  of  the  higheft  contra¬ 
dictions,  I  know  not  what  in  the  world  either  is  or 
or  can  be  fo*  The  confequence  therefore  is  inevi¬ 
table,  either  that  thefe  contrary  ch .traders  and  ac- 
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counts  of  faith  cannot  be  both  true  ;  or  e  1  ie  that  it 
is  a  different  faith,  which  thele  apoltles  fpeak  of. 
You  dare  not  affume  the  former  of  thefe  confequen- 
ces  ;  and  therefore  mufb  allow  the  latter  to  be  ne- 
ceffariiy  true.  You  muff  allow  it  to  be  true,  that 
Paul  fpeaks  of  one  kind  of  faith,  and  James  of  an¬ 
other.  And  what  argument  can  now  be  fairly 
drawn  from  this  difcourle  of  the  apoitle  James,  but 
this  only,  that  a  lifeleis,  fruitlefs,  unoperative  faith 
will  not  juftify  or  hive  us?  And  who,  but  fenfual 
libertines,  ever  thought  that  it  would  ?  If  you  flip- 
pofe  James  to  be  here  fpeaking  of  a  true  lively  faith f 
you  muft  fuppofe  him  to  contrad'd,  not  only  the 
apoitle  Paul,  but  our  bleffed  Lord  himfelf,  and  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  in  multitudes  of  plain  and  exprels  paff- 
ages  of  Scripture,  which  are  every  where  difperfed 
through  the  Bible,  that  aicribe  our  juftifi  cation  be¬ 
fore  God  lo  faith  only.  Here  then  the  controverfy 
is  brought  to  a  point.  And  what  conclulion  will 
37ou  now  come  into?  Is  it  not  time  to  give  up  your 
l'cheme,  and  ingeniopfiy  acknowledge,  that  as  the 
apoille  James  is  here  faying  nothing  to  the  fubjed 
before  us,  there  can  nothing  be  inferred  from  what 
he  lays,  againft  the  dodrine  which  you  oppofe. 


It  is  alio  further  evident,  that  the  apoiile  James 
In  the  context  referred  to,  is  faying  nothing  con¬ 
trary  to  the  dodrine  fo  conftantly  taught  by  the 
apoftle  Paul,  of  our  being  jufitfied  before  God  by 
faith  alone,  without  the  deeds  of  the  law ,  nor  any 
thing  in  favor  of  our  juftifi  cation  before  God  by  our 
own  works  ;  this,  I  fay,  is  further  evident,  hecaufe 
he  is  not  there  treating  of  our  jufiifi  cation,  as  it  is 
the  relief  of  a  guilty  world,  and  imports  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  our  perfons  before  God  ;  nor  is  he  faying 
any  thing  at  all  about  this,  one  way  or  another. 
But  he  is  treating  of  the  j unification  of  our  faith,  or 
demo  nil  rati  on  of  the  fincerity  of  our  prof  effort  by  its 
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proper  evidences  :  Which  juftificathn,  he  ft**, 
US,  IS  by  works. — W  herea  s  the  apoftle  Paul  is  al 
Vv  ^yo  treating  only  of  ju/rifi cation  as  it  is  the  fdia 
°lan  avv^en«d  (inner,  and  imports  the  acceptance 

wbcn  he  rells  us  that  we  are  juftifia. 

'  Wlt^0ut  works — I  have  formerly  (hewc 

you  that  though  the  word  jujlification  (in  its  gen¬ 
eral  notion)  has  always  one  unvaried  meaning  ant; 
°l>  i05/?i  hgnification  in  Scripture,  vet  it  is  fra. 
quemiy  applied  in  both  thefe  ref  pedis.  It  is  indeed 

ukl',!iy  t0  be  under  (food  for  the  acceptation  01 
0!u  perl otis  w  ith  God,  and  refpecis  our  interefl  in 
I  *  is  { a  vo r  :  b  ut  it  fo  m  e  t  i  ro  e  s  a  1  fo  in  t e n d  s  a  vindicate u 
c>t  our  en  a  rafter  as  believers,  and  fuch  a  rnanifelta- 
tion  o'i  rhe  1  inter ity  of  cur  faith  and  profcf/ion,  by 
tne  nccehary  prafttcal  evidences,  as  will  give  them 
f  iu^  tut!  mat  ion  ant!  acceptance  with  our  own  coni 
Sciences,  or  with  our  fellow-creatures.  Thus  the 
v- oru  is  uh  d,  Dent.  xxv.  j.  Job.  xxxiii.  22.  Luke 
■  35*  T-  4.  and  eife  where.  And  i  am  now 

to  lhtv\  you,  that  the  apoflle  Paul  unde  HI  a  no  s  the 

ln  T>e  former  of  theie  f’enks  $  but  the  apoftls 
Tunes  in  the  fatter. 


iJ Y  jl'ir  'f c a  1  (jfl  Tie  a poOle  P an  1  intends  the  rermf* 
}/  iunn.  i?i.  25.  Cur  receiving  the  gift  cy 
r  g  h  / 1  -o  uf  r;  t/s.  i\om.  v.  17.  A  n  d  p  u  r  b  e  in  g  in  tit  ltd 
ttitreny  to  grace  here,  and  glory  hereafter,  Rout* 
v.  1 


o 
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Enr  by  Jif-f  e af ran ,  the  ape  file  lames  intends  no 
more  the,,  the  approving  ourfedves  found  believers 
evidencing  tl  e  tinceriry  of  our  faith,  -or  manifciP.pg 
tie  truth  of  opr  profs  hi  on.  and  fo  the  f  afery  of  our 

,ii  ,;< - ]f  th’s  apnear.vto  be  fo,  upon  a  particular  ex. 

■iumnaunn  of  the  cafe,  you  mult  Own,  that  there  is 
t  t  place  for  any  argument  in  favor  of  your  fchenar, 
irem  this  context.  —  Let  us  then  consider  this  mar¬ 
ker  ddlinddy  .and  impartially. 
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Tt 'may  be  prefamed,  that  the apofde  James  t$  not 
treating  of  the  justification  of  our  performs  in  the  light 
of  God,  in  that  there  is  not  one  character  of  iudi 
juftificathn ,  to  be  feen  in  his  whole  dificpurfe. 
There  is  nothing  fpoken  about  our  ob  taining  par¬ 
don  of  fin,  nothing  of  our  perfons  being  made  righ¬ 
teous  in  the  fight  of  God,  nothing  of  our  being  in- 
titled  to  future  glory,  by  the  works  unto  which  our 
jitjrificatkn  is  a-fcribed.  No  more  can  therefore  be 
proved  from  this  apoftle,  but  that  we  are  in  fome 
refp eel  j?v  fifed  by  works  :  Yet  not  fo  juftined,  as 
to  obtain  re miffion  of  fins  and  reconciliation  to  God, 
or  to  be  in-titled  to  an  inheritance  in  the  future  glo¬ 
ry, by  our  works.  For  of  thefe  things, prof.any  thing 

elfe  which  implies  them,  he  fays  nothing  at  all - 

But  this  may  be  more  fully  and  clearly  evinced,  by 
the  following  confiderations. 


Jt  is  evident  in  the  firft  place-,  from  the  occafon 
•of  this  difcourfe,  as  it  is  reprelented^  to  us  in  the 
fiirfi  fixteen  ve-rfes  of  this  chapte  r.  1  hey  proleffed 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrft ,  the  Lord  of  glory,  and 
yet  had  refptii  oj  perfons  ;  nvldng  a  criminal  dif- 
tin  bison  between  the  rich  a ndpoor,  of  the  fame  Chrif- 
xian  faith  and  pr ofeihon  with  themi elver  ;  as  ap¬ 
pears  from  the  four  fir  ft  veries  of  the  chapter* 
They  defpi fed  the  four  ;  and  thereby  violated  that 
royal  law ,  4 Them  lb  a  lx  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyfelf/ 
v.  6,  8.  i  1  hey  refpe-ded  persons,’  they  £  com¬ 
mitted  fin,  and  were  convinced  of  the  law  as  tran-f- 
gretlors/  v.  c>  They  expofed  themi  elves  to  4  have 
judgment  without  mercy,5  it  they  thus  ‘  ibe wed  no 
mercy.5  v.  13.—  And  wsotild  finch  as.  the  fie  pretend 
'to  faith  in  th«  Lord  Jefus  Chnii?  *  What  doth  it 
.profit ,  if  a  man  fay,  that  be  hath  faith,  but  hath  not 
works  ?  Can  that  faith  fave  him  V  What  profit  can 
that  faith  be  to  them,  which  leaves  'them  fo  nucha- 
citable  and -unmerciful,  that  they  can  fee.,  i  a  himo~ 
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°<r/lfter  naked,  or  deftitute  of  daily  food/  ail 

,  7  &  ?  them’  DePart  in 'peace,  be  you  iaj 

ed  and  filled  :  but  notwithftanding,  they  give  the  , 
t<ot  thole  things  which  are  needful  to  the  body  ’  v 

14’  *5>  1  his  is  plainly  the  occafion  of  this'  dil 

cosirle.  They  pretended  to  faith  in  the  Lord  Te 
ius  Utrift  :  but  brought  forth  fruit  quite  contra- 
to  their  pretenitons — How  then  could  they  juftifi 
tneir  pretenfions  ?  How  couid  they  juliify  thei 
profeffion  of  faith,  again!*  the  charge  of  hypocrify 
and  pro y e  it  to  be  fincere  and  faying  ?  They  couh 
never  m  this  fenfe,  be  juftificd  any  way,  but' in  that 
of  evidence,  by  a  life  correfpondent  to  their  profef. 
.ton.  Their  faith  muft  be  juftified  or  evidenced  bv 
their  works  1  may  allude  to  that,  Ifa.  xliii.  o 
.  Le.C  the™  bring  forth  their  witneffes,  that  they  may 
be  juftified.’  Otherwife  let  them  pretend  what 
tney  would  to  faith,  while  they  lived  -  without  hro- 
therly  love,  and  good  works,  it  was  but  an  empty  pre. 
tence  ;  and  their  profeffion  wanted  the  proper  wit- 
neffes  tojuftify  it.  Thus  the  argument  is  natural 

fnd  eafv  :  and  the  conclufton  necefiarily  follows _ 

But  then  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  coniider  jufifica. 
iion  as  meaning  our  reconciliation  to  God,  and" our 
perfonal  acceptance  with  him  ;  the  apofile’s  argu¬ 
ments  will  appear  very  lame  and  defective,  and  The 
conclusion  will  never  follow  from  the  premifes.  for 
k  will  by  no  means  follow,  becaufe  a  lifelefs  fruitless 
faith,  deftitute  of  mercy  and  obedience  to  the  royal 
law  of  love,  will  not juft  if y  us  before  God,  thauhere- 
fore  good  works  in  truth  will jufllfy  us  before  God. 
It  will  by  no  means  follow,  becaufe  we  cannot  be  ac¬ 
cepted  of  God  and  faved,  by  a  falfe  and  unfincere 
profeffion  of  faith  ;  that  therefore  we  can  be  ac¬ 
cepted  of  God  and  faved,  by  fuch  obedience  as  we  are 
capable  to  perform. —  t  he  inference  is  therefore 
neceffary,  that  the  npoftle  muft  be  fo  underftood,  as 
will  fecure  the  connection  of  his  difeourfe,  and  the 
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force  of  his  argument  :  Which  cannot  be  done,  it 
\ye  confuler  him  as  fpeaking  of  jujlijifation  in  any 
other  fenfe  than  that  which  I  am  now  pleading  tor. 

Further,  that  the  juft  ifi  cat  ion  here  treated  of ,  is 
the juft  if  cat  ion  of  our  faith  and  Sincerity,  but  not*  of 
our  pe.rfons,  is  evident  bkewifefrom  the  conft qutnee , 
the  apoitle  draws  from  the  foregoing  premites, 
which  he  undertakes  to  prove  and  vindicate  in  the 
following  verfes  :  Which  is,  *  Even  io,  faith,  if  it 
hath  not  works,  is  dead  being  alone/  v.  17*  ibis 
is  the  point  which  he  undertakes  to  prove  :  And 
accordingly  this  is  the  conclufion  of  the  whole  when 
Jie  has  hniihed  his  realantng  on  the  fubjedf*  d  or 
ss  the  body  without  the  1  pi r i t  is  dead,  to  faith  w  ith¬ 
out  works,  is  dead  alfo/  v.  6*  As  a  breathlefs  Ipi- 
ritlefs,  corpfe,  that  cannot  act  or  move,  is  evidently 
dead,  to  a  fpecnlative  belief,  that  does  not  influence 
a  man’s  life  and  actions,  is  evidently  dead  ;  a  oead 
thing,  in  itfelf,  argues  a  dead  foul,  and  is  dead  to 
the  purpefes  and  offices  of  goipel  faith.  We  imift 
therefore  underfland  all  the  arguments  here  ufed, 
to  refer  to  this  point  only-  1  hey  are  all  brought 
toprove,  til  a  t fa  ith  which  is  without  for  levered  i :  omj 
works j  is  dead And  that  therefore  tlieie  is  a  ne¬ 
ed*  it  y  of  works  ter  juftify  our  fail I),  or  to  make  it 
man'ifeft  that  it  is  not  a  dead  faith >  W  ere  juft  if ca¬ 
tion  here  taken  in  the  other  fenfe,  his  arguments 
would  not  only  be  utterly  inconclulive  ;  but  his 
reafoning  quite  foreign  to  his  fubjedt,  which  may 
not  be  fuppofed  :  And  therefore  it  neceiiarily  is 
the  juftificathn  of  our  faith  or  Cnriftia-n  proieflion, 
and  not  of  our  perions,  which  the  apoftle  James  is 
here  treating  of. 

This  is  alfo  evident  from  every  one  of  the  argils 
ments,  ufed  by  the  apoftle  in  this  context.  Every 
one  of  them  will  bring  out  the  condulion  now  nifiu- 
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fioned  :  But  neither  of  them,  feparately  confide,- 

J>  ,loraI1  of  chetn  connefted,  have  any  appearanci 
of  an  argument  in  proof  of  our  perfonal  juftifcatm. 
(oi  our  perfons  being  made  righteous)  before  God 
by  our  good  works . 

,  argument  feems  but  ironically  propofed. 

ea,  a  man  may  fay,  Thou  bail  faith  and  l‘  have 
works^  Shew  me  thy  faith  without  thy  works;  and 
I  wnl  (hew  thee  my  faith  by  my  works,’  v.  i  8.  As 
he  fiiouid  nave  faid  :  fiave  you  indeed  faith  with- 
out  works!  I  pray,  Jhew  me  y our  faith  without 
works,  if  you  can.  For  my  part,  I  know  of  no  fuch 
way  of  mamfeltmg  the  truth  of  faith  ;  i  refolve  to 
take  a  contrary  method  ;  and  willfhew  you  mv  faith 
vvn,  evidence  the  fincerity  of  it,  an Ajujiify  my  pro! 
feflion  or  faith,  by  my  works.  Here  the  argument 
is  very  clear  amd  full,  in  favour  of  the  interpreta. 
tion  1  am  pleading  for.  And  here  we  have  an  in. 
f.x>  to  point  out  the  meaning  of  the  word  juffifica. 
non,  in  the  fubfequent  d Fourth.  It  cannot  import 
more  than  a  mamffiative  jollification.  Indeed  it 
iignines  the  fame  thing  with  /hewing  our  faith,  or 
evidencing  the  truth  of  our  profdfion,  and  fo  of  our 
juuined  uate.  But  now  Jer  us  iee  how  this  arou- 
merit  will  conclude  for  the  other  fide  of  the  ouef. 
tion.  I  he  argument  ought  to  be  thus  ihted.L. 
Uu ~  juith  mud  be  the  wn  and  manifefted  by  our 
■work,  .-  therefore  our  good  works  will  juflify  our 
pertons  before  God,  and  render  us  righteous  and 

.wcepijole  in  his  tight.  I  think  every  body  will  own 

tnat  trie  /pint  of  God  don’t  reafon  at  that  rate  -  and* 
therefore  thht  jnftification  before  God,  which  is’  the 
turner  s  relief  again!!  the  challenges  of  his  law  and 
jutlicc,  cannot  be  the  fubjedt  here  treated  of.. 

Th tfecond  argument  here  ufed,  is,  that  a  fruit- 
lets  and  unoperative/cr/M,  though  it  be  good  as  far 
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as  it  goes,  yet  is  no  other  than  what  the  devils  have  ; 
he  is  therefore  a  vain  man ,  who  depends  upon  ac¬ 
ceptance  with  God  by  fuch  a  dead  faith .  ‘  Thou 

belie  veil  there  is  one  God  ;  thou  dolt  well ;  the  de¬ 
vils  alfo  believe,  and  tremble.  But  wilt  thou  know, 
O  vain  man,  that  faith  without  works,  is  dead/  v. 
19,  io. — Here  the  apoftle  exprefsly  jhe.ws  us 
what  it  is  he  had  undertaken  to  prove  :  Which  is, 
that  a  bare,  fru  tlefs,  hiftorical  faith  cannot  lave  us, 
becauie  it  is'common  to  the  very  devils.  Here  heuex- 
prefsly  (hews,  who  it  is  he  is  difputing  with  :  it  is  a- 
vain  man ,  who  vainly  expetls  to  be  faved  by  an  idle 
faith ,  and  empty  profeiTion  of  the  gofpel,  without 
any  fruit  of  obedience.  And  here  he  does  again 
exprefsly  affcrt  the  principle,  which  was  the  fubjeft 
of  his  difcourfe,  and  the  only  point  to  be  proved, 
•that  faith  without  works,  is  dead* — So  that  there  is 
no  room  to  debate  what  was  the  defign  of  this  ar¬ 
gument.  By  this  he  effectually  proves,  that  the 
faith  which  jujtifies  our  per  Tons,  nmft  be  jufiifh  a r  hv 
good  works  ;  otherwife  we  are  but  vain  men,  and 
our  hope  is  but  a  vain  hope,  which  will  leave  us  a. 
nidng  unpardoned  devils  at  laft.  But  nor  fp  much 
as  the  lead  colour  of  an  argument  can  be  found 
here,  that  our  perfons  are  ja/tifed  before  God  by 
good  works :  whence  it  follows,  that  the  jiff  cation 
here  treated  of,  rr  uft  neceffarily  be  the  juft  if  cation 
of  our  faith,  of  our  chndian  character  and  profeH 
don  ;  and  not  of  our  perfons,  in  regard  of  their 
hate,  before  God. 

A  third  argument  here  brought  by  the  apoftle  to 
prove  his  point,  is,  ‘  Abraham’s  being  jollified  hv 
works,  when  he  offered  HVc  his  fon  upon  the  altar  * 
ver.  21.  ivow,  it  appears  from  a  variety  of  the 
ftrongeft  and  cleared  evidences,  that  the  apoftle  did 
not  (could  not)  refer  to  the  juf  if  cation  of  Abraham9 s 
perfon  in  the  fight  of  God,- but  to  the  juft  if cation  f 
h’s  faith  2nd  fincerity  only,  in  this  iriftancc  before  ua. 
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This  appears,  in  the  firffc  place,  becaufe  Abrahar 
\yas  in  3  jujtlfied ftate,  by  an  everl  ailing  covenam 
thirty  years  before  his  offering  his  fon  Ifaac  upo 
the.  altar*  It  was  fo  long,  or  near  fo  long  befor 
this,  that  the  glorious  God  himfelf  made  the  promif 
to  him,  in  Gen.  xvii.  7.  ‘  And  I  will  edablifh  or 

covenant  between  me  and  thee,  and  thy  feed  aftc 
thee  in  their  generations,  for  an  everlafling  covenam 
to  be  a  God  unto  thee  and  to  thy  feed  after  thee. 
And  it  was  more  than  fo  long  before  this,  that  A 
braham  had  this  teftimony  given  him  in  Gen.  xv.  t 
V  That  he  believed  in  the  Lord  ;  and  he  counted  i 
to  him  for  righteoufnefs.’  Yea,  he  was  a  believe 
Jo  long  before,  as  his  fil'd  leaving  his  father’s  houfe 
‘  By  faith  Abraham,  when  he  was  called,  obey# 
and  went  out/  Heb.  xi.  8.  How  then  could  hi 
offering  his  fon  Ifaac,  be  the  mean  or  term  of  th< 
j:  a  ideation  of  his  perfon  before  God,  when  he  ha< 
f.  lib  unfeigned,  had  righteoufnefs  imputed  to  him,  am 
an  everlafting  covenant  made  with  him  fo  long  ; 
time  before?  Betides,  if  works  could  ha  vz  juftifei 
his  pejfw,  he  would  have  been  jvfiified  by  work 
long  before  this.  Lor  his  whole  dory  thews,  tha 
he  had  lived  in  a  courfe  of  holy  fruitful  obedience 
from  the  time  of  his  juft  ifiedtion  till  this  time.— 
/  here  can’t  therefore  be  any  fair  pretence  made 
that  the  juft  if  cation  of  his  perjon  is  here  re  ferret 
to.  No  ;  this  good  work  was  not  in  the  lead  con 
fitutlve ,  but  only  evidential j  of  his  perfonal  juJJtfica 
lion  before  God. 

Further,  it  appears  by  the  Rory  itfelf,  to  whicl 
the  apodle  refers,  that  it  was  only  a  manifedarivt 
juft if cation,  n  j  unification  of  his  faith  and  fmcerity, 
•and  lb  declarative  of  the  juftified  date  of  his  perfon, 
that  Abraham  obtained  by  offering  his  fon  Ifaac  up¬ 
on  tfc  altar- — The  glorious  God  condescends  to  treat 
with  him  after  the  manner  of  men  ;  and  by  an  af 
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fumption  of  human  affections,  to  declare  co ncernmg 
him,  s  Now  I  know  that  thou  feared;  God,  ieeing 
thou  had  not  with-held  thy  fon,  thine  only  ion,  from 
me.  Gen.  xxii.  12*  This  then  was  U\t?  jufiifica- 
tion ,  of  which  the  apodle  treats,  Abraham’s  making 
it  known ,  that  he  feared  Gbd,  and  that  his  faith  and 
profeffion  were  fincere- — For  this  is  all  the  j aj 'tifi  ca¬ 
tion,  which  can  be  proved  from  this  text  in  Gene  (is; 
to  which  he  refers. — We  may  not  fuppofe,  that  an 
infpired  apodle  quoted  fcripture  impertinently  : 
And  yet  we  cannot  fuppofe  the  fcripture  referred 
to,  was  any  thing  at  all  to  his  purpofe,  unlefs  we 
underftand  him  to  be  (peaking  of  jifiifcation'm  the 
fenfe.  I  am  pleading  for.  In  this  fenfe  therefore, 
and  this  only,  did  the  apodle  defign  to  prove  our 
j  unification  by  works ,  by  the  argument  now  before 
us.  Abraham’s  obedience  witrieffed  to  the  truth 
of  his  faith  :  And  fo  his  real  date  of  jufi  if  cation  be¬ 
fore  God' was  made  apparent. 


This  alfo  appears  by  the  apodle's  illufiralion  of 
this  argument,  in  v.  22*  ‘  Seed  thou  how  faith 

wrought  with  his  works,  and  by  works  was  faith 
made  per  fed:  ?’ — How  was  it  that  faith  wrought 
with  his  works  P  Not  as  a  joint-condition  of  his  jufii- 
fjcation  before  God.  He  was  Jufiified  in  the 
fight  of  God  long  before  this,  as  f  have  fhewn  you 
\  already  :  And  the  apodle  Paul  allure  us,  that  his 
gjdftfication  was  hy  fu:th}  without  works ,  Rom.  iv. 
V  4>  5*  Therefore  faith  could  not  co-operate  with 
his  works  j  to  the  j  ujl  if  cation  of  his  perfon ,  when 
6  righteoufnefs  was  imputed  to  him  that  worked 
mot,  but  believed  on  him  that  juftified  the  ungodly.’ 
-This  fenfe  being  rejectee;  and  contradicted  by  the 
Spirit  of  God  himfelh  mud  cordVquentfy  by  m> 
means  be  admitted  :  Nor  is  there  any  other  inter¬ 
pretation,  which  can  (.with  the  lead  Die 
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i>e  given  to  thefe  words,  but  that  which  I  am  plead. 
Jng  tor.  Agreeably  we  read,  Heb.  x.  17.  ‘  B) 

faith  Abraham  when  he  was  tried,  offered  tip  Ifaac  ; 
and  he  that  had  received  the  promifes,  offered  up 
his  only  begotten  ton.’  Bis  faith  was  fignally  ope- 
rative  ;  not  a  dead  faith  ;  and  therefore  fincere. 
This  was  vifibly  demonflrated  by  the  good  works , 
which  it  produced.  Such  works  muff  be  the  produc¬ 
tions  of  a  true  and  lively  faith *  And  we  may  fee 
in  this  in  fiance,  how  faith wrought  with  his  works , 
exciting,  directing,  afuPring  him  in  them  :  And 
thereby  may  fee,  that  it  was  not  fuch  a  faith ,  as  the 
npoille  is  here  complaining  of. — (  By  works  was  his 
Saich  made  perfect.’  Bow  was  it  made  perfedi  ? 
7  he  grace  of  faith ,  considered  in  itfelf,  was  neither 
the  better  nor  the  worfe,  neither  more  nor  lefs per- 
feci ,  for  the  works  which  followed  it :  Save,  as  the 
exercife  of  faith  in  doing  them  might  tend  to 
flrengthen  and  improve  the  habit.  But  the  mean¬ 
ing  fee  ms  to  be,  that  it  was  difcovered,  and  proved 
to  be  a  perfedi  (true  .and  lively )  faith,  by  its  confe- 
quences  and  effects.  Bis  faith  was  a  per  fed!  or  fin- 
cere  faith,  when  it  was  imputed  to  him  for  right eouf- - 
7 iejs,  thirty  years  before  this.  But  this  noble  aft  of 
obedience  evinced  the  truth  of  hh  faith,  juftified  his 
profeffion  and  character,  witnefied  to  his  being  a 
ti  ue  believer  ;  and  made  it  ‘known,  that  he  in¬ 
deed  feared  Cod,  feeing  he  withheld  not  his  fors, 
Ids  only  ion,  from  him/ — In  this  view  cf  the  cafe, 
the  argument  is  clear  and  pertinent  ;  and  the  evi. 
dence  lull  and  convincing  ;  but  corfidered  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  other  conllrn&ion  of  the  words,  it  affords 
jo  fotu  U'if'on  to  the  purpofe.  Iris  no  conic  quence, 
that  been  tile  Abraham’s  faith  w  as  operative ,  there¬ 
fore  ins  good  works  made  him  righteous,  or  had  any 
hand  in  [he  juf  if  ration  of  his  perlbn  before  God  t 
Or,  that  becaule  his  good  works  were  an  evidence 
that  hit  faith  was  pc  if  ft  and  upright,  therefore  hi t 


gvod  works  were  a  condition  of  his  juftif  cation  in 
the  fight  of  God,  with  refpedt  to  his  perion  and 
flate. 

The  fame  thing  likewife  appears  from  the  23  . 1 
verfe.  *  And  the  fcripture  was  f ul filled ,  which 
faith,  Abraham  believed  God  ;  and  it  was  imputed 
to  him  for  righteoufhefs  :  And  he  was  called  the 
friend  of  GodP — There  can  be  nothing  more  per¬ 
tinent,  natural,  and  eafy,  than  the  application  of 
thefe  words  to  the  purpofe  which  I  have  propo  fed. 
That  eminent  inftance  of  Abraham’s  obedience  did 
mod  convincingly  evidence  the  truth  and  linearity 
•of  hi s,  faith;  and  abundantly  verify  the  report  in 
the  Jcripture,  that  Abraham,  did  believe  Cod;  and 
that  he  had  fuch  a  faith ,  as  was  the  means  of 

rendering  him  righteous  and  accepted  vGth  God - 

.  7  bus  ihe  fcripture  was  fulfilled,  and  clearly  mnni- 
fefted  to  be  true.  But  then,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
■jufiifi  cation  he  con  fide  reel  in  the  fenfe  which  you 
plead  ror,  this  argument  would  he  fo  far  from  ton- 
cauling  in  favour  of  the  point  to  he  proved,  that  it 
would  be  directly  op  polite  and  conrracji&cry  to  it. 
for  how  con’d  Abraham’s  being 4  judified  by  works, 

-  fulfil  the  feripmre,  wifeh  faith, >  he  was  ‘  jufiified 
by  fmth  i  f  juji  if  cation  be  in  both  places  taken  in 

the  fame  fenfe,  for  abfolute  juf/ if  cation  of  tlie  per- 
Jju  before  God  ?  How  could  his  words  being  imputed 
for  rightcrufnefsy  fulfil  that  fcripture  wlfch  allures 
us  that  ‘  his  faith  was  imputed  for  rlghteoufnefs  d 
qnlefs  faith  and  works  are  the  fame  thing,  am)  there 
oe  no  difference  at  all  between  believing  and  .obey - 
ingt  Certain  it  is,  that  the  apoltle  Paul  underltocd 
tne  argument  to  conclude  the  quite  -contrary  way, 
when  he  undertook  to  prove  from  this  very  text, 
•that  ‘  rightcoufnefs  is  imputed  to  him  that  worketh 
not  and  that  k  ‘  is  imputed  without  works  d  And 
therefore  tne  apoftle  James  muff  be  .gad e.r flood  in 
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lucn  a  fenfe,  as  will  make  both  his  arguments  con 
clufive ,  and  his  doclrine  confident  with  the  othei 
infpired  writings.  I  fli all  only  add,  as  to  tha 
flanie,  ‘  And  was  called  the  friend  of  God/  thi 
(Iv)es  not  mean,  thu  Abraham’s  works  made  him  th 
friend  of  God  ;  but  they  declared  him  fo.  His  ohe 
dience  did  not  put  him  in  th  z  ft  ate  of  a  friend ;  bu 
being  upon  trial  found  faithful,  he  obtained  thi 
tejUmony ,  that  he  was  the  friend  of  God ,  a  j ufHfiet 
believer  —Now  Abraham  being  the  i  father  of  a] 
them  that  believe/  an  eminent  example  of  faith 
and  pattern  of  jollification,  the  apoftle  fubjoins,  v 
24*  ‘  You  fee  then  how  that  by  works  a  man  i 

jufiined,  and  not  by  faith  only.’ — In  a  like  fenfe 
even  a's  Chrift  is  fa  id  to  be  jufiified  in  [or  by]  th , 
j  frit ,  fo  a  chrifrian  man  is  jvjtified  by  th  e  fruit  0 
the fpirit,  in  a  h oly  hie,  /.  e,  declared  approved  0 
Cod •  fy  t v  j  ks  a  man  that  fays  he  has  faith,  is  thu 
:i:/;ifed'<  uul  not  by  frith  only  ;  not  by  a  faith  that  hat 
'net  works  attending  it  :  not  by  a  faith  which  is  alone 
or  by  it f elf ]  <1  ell  it  cite  of  its  proper  fruits  and  eviden 
ccs.  Some  of  the  be  ft  cri  ticks  in  the  Greek  lan 
gunge  tel!  us,  the  exclufive  particle  Monon  (v.  24- 
as  here  placed  after  the  word  faith ,  has  the  fort 
of  an  adjective ;  and  they  read  it,  Fide folit aria ,  fait! 
which  is  alone . 

A  fourth  argument  is  taken  from  the  indance  c 
Rehab,  v.  25.  ‘  Likewife  alfo  was  not  Rahab  th 

harlot  i til! i fled  by  works,  when  file  had  received  th 
.meflengers,  and  had  fent  them  out  another  way  \ 
Upon  which  the  fame  remarks  may  be  made,  as  01 
the  infiance  of  Abraham.  Rahab  feared  the  Go 
of  1  lVaot,  and  was  a  true  believer,  and  therefor 
p  e  r  l*o  n  a  1 1  y  juft  if  ed  i  n  the  fight  of  God,  before  he 
fending  out  the  fpies  another  way .  For  fhe  had  rt 
reived  the  /pits  by  faith*  (Heb.  xi.  3 1  • )  And  con fe 
qnen/y  fie  certainly  had  faith ,  before  fhe  receive 
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them.  A  noble  confejjion  whereof  we  find  her  mak¬ 
ing  tothefe fpies,  before  ihe  ciibniiTed  them.  See 
Jolh.  ii.  io,  1 1.  What  j u ji [fie a t i o n  t h ere fo r e  c o a ! < i 
lhe  poliibly  obtain  by  thefe  -works ,  but  the  jufif  ca¬ 
tion  of  her  faith,  iince  fhe  was  really  in  ajuitined 
ilate  before  ?. 


And  now  I  am  come  to  the  eonclufon  of  this 
"whole  diftertatjon,  which  is,  ‘  For  as  the  body  with¬ 
out  (or  levered  from)  the  fpirit  is  dead,  fo  faith 
without  (or  fevered  from)  works  is  dead  alfo/  v. 
26.  This,  as  1  obferved  before,  clearly  fhews  what 
was  the  apoflle’s  dehgn  in  his  whole  difeourfe.  For 
every  conciulion  of  an  argument  jullly  profecured, 
muft  be  naturally  deduced  fro  ns  the  pre  miles,  and 
•con  lift  ot  the  principal  iubjedi  matter  to  be  proved, 
as  we  fee  is  the  ctle  before  us.  Rut  if  j  unification 
were  here  taken  in  the  lenle  which  you  efpoufe, 
the  arguments  would  all  of  them  be  inconclusive  ; 
and  that  conciulion  would  be  quite  foreign  to  the 
purpole. —  Ibis  confequence  therefore  of  my  fore  - 
going  difeourfe  neceffarily  forces  itfelf  upon  yc.u, 
the  apoille  was  not  here  treating  of  the  jujftfi- 
cation  of  011 sr  perfons  before  God,  in  regard  to  their 
ftate  ;  but  ot  our  faith,  in  point  of  (incerrty  :  and 
therefore  there  can  be  no  argument  brought  front 
this  context,  lor  our  jaftifi  cation  by  works,  in  the 
ienie  you  plead  for. 


•  Thus,  Hr,  you  have  feen,  that  the  apoftle  Pat 
and  James  were  treating  of  very  different  fuhjecf: 
and  their  determinations  were  adapted  to  the\joc 
nines,  \\ }] :c h  they  undertook  to  explain.  An 
-thence  it  is  a  juft  inference  made  by  an  eminent  ft 
vme  upon  this  fubj eft, #  that  “  the  principal  deb.m 
o.  the  two  apoftles. being  fo  diftant,  there  is  no  re 
•pug nancy  in  their  after tions,  though  their  word 
.jaiohe  an  appearance  thereof.  For  thev  do  not  foe  - 
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f “ \ nt;r  of  things  eodetn  nfpeclu.  Tames  dotl 
no,  once  inquire  ffow  a  guilty  convinced  finner,  cal 

O/J  ATft  CT  fhould  be  juftified befor 
.  Z;  1  a"' fPeaki(. ro  n»th'ng  elfe.  W  he  refer. 
rmm&  *ach  of  them  t0  their  pro. 
z  ^  mud  do,  or  we  de. 

J  '  uZ/“  °  >cr  rules  of  interpretation,  and  maki 
"  ‘inP0,1,!>!e  10  u rtderftand  either  of  them  aright.) 
•int.inere  is  no  difagreement,  ar  appearance  of  k 
between  them.'” 

A».(i  rt  may  'be  -yet  farther  remarked,  that  there 
•■potties  hact  very  different  fer/ons  to  deal  with,  in 
■neir  relpeitive  epntles  :  and  rheir  addrdTes  were 
.■accordingly  accommodated  to  the  date  of  the  narties 
•to  whom  they  wrote.— The  apoftle  Paul’s  biilinefs 
mther  lav  \\  ith  fuch,  u  ho  being  newly  converted 
’rnm  Heathenifm,  were  biaGed  by  the  principles 
taught  by  the  light  of  nature  and  always  received 
by  i  horn,  to  indulge  the  vain  thought,  that  they  muffc 
rmffier  themleives  acceptable  to  God,. and  be  juftifi- 
r<i  In  bfs  bght,  by  their  own  perfenal  righteoufnefs 
^t.d  obedience  to  the  Jaw.  An  opinion  greatly 
strengthened  by  the  numerous  falfe  teachers,  who 
v  ere  ‘  ■deflroas  to  he  teachers  of  the  law,  though 
they  under  hood  neither  what  they  faid,  nor  where- 
of>  b>ey  affirmed.’  Omeife  his  btillnefs  lay  with  Ju- 

.  i-.g  Chridians,  who  being  zealous  of  the  Levi. 
-Cl)  c  1  if  pen  fa  t  ion  andgoilftitution,  expelled  juftifica- 
Z'jn  by  their  conformity  to  it.  Of  thefe  fort  of  pro- 
ichbrs  rhe  apodle  obferves,  that  *  they  were  loon 
removed,  from  him  that  called  them  into  the  grace 
of  Chrilt,  unto  another  gofpel,’  Gal.  i.  6.  And  that 
i  beipg  ignorant  of  God’s  righteoufnefs,  and  going 
about  to  eUabhib  their  own  righteoufnefs,  they  had 
not  fu’nnitted  themftlves  unto  the  righteoufnefs  of 


‘  'od,’  Horn.  x.  ?.  His  concern  was  therefore  to 


J : 


c 


v*  f* 


r  their '  dangerous  and  dedruftive  rniltakc 


t  3X7  3 

and  to  reprefent  to  them  the  way,  the  true  and  only 
way,  in  which  they  might  hope  to v  juftification  in  the 
fight  of.  God.  That  it  is  ■*  not  by  works  of  right- 
eoufnefs  which  they  h^d  done,  but  of  God’s  mercy/ 
they  muft  be  ‘  faved  /  that  they  muft  be  '  Juftificd 
freely  by  God’s  grace,  thro’  the  redemption  which 
is  in  Chrift  Jefus  and  that  in  the  jufification  of  a 
Sinner,  c  righteoulnefs  is  imputed  without  works/ 
and  received  by  faith  only*  . 

On  the  contrary,  James  being  concerned  with 
carnal  profefibrs  ot  Chriftianity,  who  perverted  the 
doctrines  of  grace  to  encourage  the  nil  e-lyes  in  a  care- 
lefs  licentious  life,  does  at  large  convince  them  of 
the  neceflity  of  holine/s ,  as  the  fruit  and  evidence  or 
a  true  and, f^ving  faith,  and  the  means  to  qualify 
them  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven — He  therefore 
puts  them  upon  examining  into  the  truth  of  their 
faith ,  and  foundation  of  their  hope,  and  ihews  them 
by  the  arguments  already  confidered,  what  alone 
will  juflify  their  prcfeflion  of  faith,  &  give  them  good 
c rounds  to  conclude  the  Jfafety  of  their  Hate. 

They  therefore  who  over  magnify  works,  and  de¬ 
pend  upon  them  as  the  condition  of  their  juftification 
before  God,  are  admonifhed  by  the  apolllo  Paul  to 
■consider.,  that  they  are  building  upon  the  faiid,  and 
•that  they  muft  renounce  their  falfe  confidence,  or 
perifii.  4  For  by  the  works  of  the  law  fhall  no  flefh 
be  juftified  :  and  it  righteoulnefs  come  by  the  law, 
linen  Chrift  is  dead  in  vain/  Gal.  ii.  16,  27.  Tins 
iolemn  truth  does  indeed,  fir,  -call  for  your  earneft 
attention. 

On  the  other  hand,  they  who  depreciate  good 
wcrks,  and  neglefl  them  as  of  no  confequence  to 
eternal  falvation,  are  called  upon  by  t lie  apoftle 
James  to  con fd cr,  how  empty  their  proftilion,  how 


ir  r: 
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/deayheir  faith,  and  how  vain  their  hope  offaivatb. 

;r,  °r  1  raeil  Bi*Y  £°  to  heaven  without  holinefs 
why  may  not  th &demU  go  there  too,  who  have  foil 
.(ucn  as  it  k)  as  well  as  they  ?  We  rnaft  have  (\W 
mg  faith,  or  ahead  hop;.  Our  faith  mult  purifv  our 
hearts,  and  renew  our  conversions  ;  or  leave  us 

i,ta"  btju'j«'d  ^  ■“ -S.V* 

0 

■  Upon  the  whole  then,  as  you  are  taught  by  th- 

X;Pf1C  h°W  ^obs  it  is  to  build  upon  at 
the.  Totmcu.tion,  than  Chrift  only  ;  for  Gh rift 

Jems  ,s  our. hope,’  and  ‘  other  foundation  can  no 
man  lay,  than  that  is  mid,  which  isChrift  lefus  ■’  fo 
sre  you  amnonidied  by  the  ©titer  aooille'  that  vcu 
can  have  no  mrereft  in  Chrift  nor  title  to  his  fah  a- 
s  ion,  but  by  a \  faith  which  purifies  the  heart  works 

by  love  arm  is  juftified  by  a  fubfequent  life -of  holiT. 
sieis  and  new  obedience. 

,  j  • 

The  extremes  on  beth  Tides  of  the  quertion,  ar‘e 
equally  dangerous.  He  that  joins  good  ■works  with 
faith,  as  equally  the  terms  of  juftification  before  God, 
virtually  rejedls  the  Saviour’s  fufficiencv  ;  fubfli. 
i\stcs  hs  oivn  nghteoufnefs. m  the  room  of  the  riehte- 
eiifnefs.  of  God ;  and  confequently  his  exoeflations 
muftperhh.-He  that  feparates  good  -works  from  faith, 
•an  his  life  and  con  venation,  as  though  they  were  not 
irequifite  to  (alvation,  will  be  found  very  unfit  for  the 
heaven, y  world,  when  the  decree  brings  forth, 
he  that  is  hhhy,  let  him  be  filthy  ftill.’ 

.  SuffVr  me  then  to  conclude, ‘fir,  -with  an  earned 
in  treaty,  that,  as  you  love  your  foul,  you  won  id 
leave  oh  unprofitable  difputcs  ;  and  not  diftraft  your 
rtaincl,  <’<nd  cany  away  your  thoughts  from  practical 
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godlinefs,  by  fuch  an  earned  application  to  thefe  con¬ 
troverted  points  :  but  fee  to  it,  that  you  come  to  the 
footftool  of  divine  grace,  as  a  loft  unworthy  perifh- 
ing  (inner  ;  that  you  depend  only  upon  the  riches  of 
God’s  free  fovereign  grace,  to  draw  you  to  Chrift, 
and  give  you  an  in  ter  eft  in  him  ;  that  you  look  to 
Chrift  Jefus  alone  for  righteoufnefs  and  ftreugth  ; 
and  cheerfully  trufl  in  him  as  a  fafe  foundation  of 
confidence  and  hope*'—— See  to  it,  that  the  life  which 
you  live  in  the  flelh,  be  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of 
God  :  and  as  you  look  to  his  righteoufnefs  only  for 
the  fafety  of  your  date,  fo  likewife  repair  by  fait  a  to 
his  fvltnefs  for  all  fupplies  of  grace,  whereby  you 
may  make  a  progrefs  inholinefs. — See  to  it,  that  you 
do  not  quiet  your  Gonfcience  with  a  dead  faith :  hut 
always  remember,  that  ‘  he  who  hath  this  hope  in 
Chrift,  purifies  himfelf  even  as  he  is  pure  ;  and  that 
as  your  perfon  cannot  be  jujiified ,  but  by  faith  in 
Chrift,  fo  your  faith  cannot  be  juftified ,  but  by  a 
careful  diligence  in  maintaining  good  works — Hav¬ 
ing  therefore  ‘  with  the  heart  believed  unto  righte- 
oufnefs,’  be  you  in  a  humble  dependence  upon 
Chrift,  ‘  ftedfaft  and  immoveable,  always  abounding 
in  the  work  of  the  Lord  :  and  your  labour  will  not 
be  in  vain  in  the  Lord.’ 

That  you  may  be  kept  by  the  power  of  God 
through  faith,  and  receive  the  end  of  your  faith,  the 
falvation  of  your  foul,  is  the  prayer  ol, 

Sir, 

Your 


;  vA-  •' '  . 
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letter  xvi. 

■IV herein  ts  confidered  in  what  refpefls  good  Worl 

are  necelTary  ;  and  our  Obligations  to  them  r, 
pfe fatted  and  urged. 

S  1  R, 

yOUR  obfervatipn  is  juft,  that  "  it  would  I 
X  unsuitable  and  unfeafonable  to  make  apoWi 
for  this  further  trouble  [as  you  are  pl.«fed‘.  to  ci 
it]  after  1  hare  given  you  fo  many  afTi, ranees  of  n 
chearfu!  readinefs,  to  contribute  ail  in  my  »0w< 
to  your  beft  intereft.” — Indeed  Sir,  I  have  four 
nothing  troublelome  in  the  whole  prog  refs  of  ot 

corref pondence,  e^<;epting  fome  dark  appreheniioi 

of  late  left  you  would  ‘  fruftrate  the  grace  of  God 
ieeking  righteoulnefs,  not  by  faith/  but  ‘  as 
were  by  the  works  of  the  law.’  But  it  now  area; 
7  am‘nites  n,y  endeavors  to  ferve  you,  to  nnd^thof 
fears  on  rny,  part  f0  happily  removed,  by  finding 
the  dmieulties  on  your  part  obviated,  in  that  ini 
portant  point,  and  you  fatisfied  with  rfefpe&  to  tl.i 
foundation  of-  your  hope.”  I  am  fenfible,  that  th 
j>i  inciples,  which  I  have  been  pleading  for,  ar 
commonly  loaded  with  opprobrious  in.ve&ives  a 
being  deftruftive  of  an  holy  life,  and  fubverfive’ o 
morality  and  Godlinefs.”  But  I  think  I  have  ah 
ready  given  you  fufficient  evidence,  that  all  then 
infiriuations  are  mere  calumnies  ;  and  that  there  k 
uootiiei  poilthde,  foundation,  than  what  I  have  re- 
prefemed  to  you,  for  a  life  of  true  holinefs  and  pie. 
ty.  f  appeal  to  your  own  obfervation  and  experi- 
ence,  whether  in  general  there  be  any  that  live  more 
li\  es  aiiii  more  honor  their  profedion,  than  thev 
^  ho  in  oft  til ‘t  tly  adnere  to  the  doctrines  of  ipecial^rf?. 


[  32i  ] 


ces  and  depend  upon  Chrift  alone  for  right eou/nefs  and 
ftrengtb  ,*  And  whether  they,  on  the  contrary  who 
depend  upon  ifiewgood  works ,  for  a  title  to  the  divine 
favour  do  not  too  commonly  fhew  the  weaknefs  of 
their  foundationjby  the  carelefnefs  and  unfruitfulnefs 
of  their  lives* 

The  quedion  which  you  propofe,  is  however 
worthy  of  adiftindt  confideration.— i(  How  far  and 
in  what  refpecls  are  our  good  works  neceflary  to 
falvation }” 

In  order  to  giveyou  a  proper  view  of  this  cafe,  it 
will  be  needfu)  to  anfwer  this  quedion  both  nega¬ 
tively  and  pojitivsly  :  Or  to  fhew  you  wherein  our 
good  works  ought  to  have  noplace,  or  be  at  all  looked 
to  or  depended  upon  ;  and  then  to  die  w  you  wherein 
good  works  ought  to  have  place,  and  in  what  refpedt 
they  are  neceflary  to  every  Chridian  indeed,  that 
would  entertain  a  well-grounded  hope  of  eternal 
hie* 

In  my  negative  anfwer  to  this  queflion,  I  mud  fir  ft 
obferve  that  we  are  not  to  do  good  works,  in  order 
to  change  GoeVs.purpofes  and  dejigns  towards  us  ;  or 

to  excite  his  benevolence  and  companion  to  us _ I  fuf- 

peft,  it  is  too  common  a  cafe,  for  me  n  to  depend  upon 
their  penitent  frames,  their  duties,  their  reforma- 
,  lions,  their  works  of  charity,  or  other  religious  ex- 
ercifes,  as  what  will  excite  affections,  paflions,  or 
compaffons  in  the  glorious  God,  correlpcndent  to 
what  they  find  in  themfelves.  And  thence,  w  hen 
conscience  upbraids  the  finner  for  his  pad  provoca¬ 
tions  to  God,  he  hopes  to  appeafe  his  difpleafure, 
by  his  remorfe,  byjiis  duties,  or  by  his  more  careful 
*  future  conduct  :  And  now  ‘  he  is  delivered  to  do 
all  thele  abominations/  his  account  is  ballanced,  and 
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lie  begins  upon  a  new  (core.  Thence  it  is,  that  h: 
hopes  and  fears  bear  proportion  to  his  frames  an 
can  iap.,es.  Every  ferious  pang,  every  r  eligicu 
uty  01  moral  practice,  which  his  confcience  at 
proves,  will  raife  his  deje&ed  hopes  ;  and  give  hit 
comforting  expeditions  of  the  divine  favour.  Bu 
^  ^ould  always  be  remembered,  that  the  change  t 
be  hoped  for  by  our  duties,  religious  frames,  0 
moral  condud,  mud  be  in  ourfelves ,  and  not  in  God 

lS  one  m*n^>  and  who  can  turn  him  ?  He  i 
the  Lord,  hechangeth  not.’  We  are  therefore  nc 
to  look  to  our  good  works,  but  to  the  Redeemer5 
merits,  and  the  infinite  mercy  of  the  Divine  nature 
as  what  will  render  God  propitious to^us.  Thoug.j 
we  are  only  to  hope  for  mercy  in  a  way  of  duty,  i 
is  not  becaufe  this  will  render  God  more  willing  t< 
keftow  it  ;  but  becaufe  it  is  the  way ,  which  God  ha 
appointed,  to  render  as  more  difpofed  and  ready  t( 
receive  it.-— It  is  an  imagination  very  unworthy  c 
God,  to  fuppofe,  that  we  can  move  him  to  the  exer 
cifeof  companion,  whofe  very  nature  is  goodnefsanc 
love  itielf  ;  that  we  can  excite  any  mercy  in  him 
whofe  infinite  mercy  endures  forever  :  or  that  w< 
can  procure  any  change  of  purpofe  in  him,  who  is  with 

out  any  variable.nefs  or f?adow  of  turning. -W hen  th< 
glorious  God  treats  with  us,as  if  he  were  a  partakei 
of  human  alfedions  and  paffions,  this  in  mere  conde 
fcenfion  to  our  weaknefs  ;  we  being  incapable  to  bek 
hold  him  as  he  is.  Surely  it  is  not  to  lead  us  in tc 
appreh  enfions,  that  he  is  altogether  fuch  an  one  a . 
ourfelves .  Our  bufinefs,  therefore,  is,  to  come  U 
Chrift  and  learn  of  him ,  to  bow  our  necks  to  /;/. 
yoke,  to  do  good  works  from  faith  in  Chrift,  and  011 
of  love  and  obedience  to  him  ;  and  in  that  way  tc 
hope  in  God  for  mercy,  for  Chrift’s  fake,  and  foi 
his  own  fake  ;  and  not  for  ours.  We  are  to  obe) 
him  as  a  gracious  fovereign  ;  and  to  hope  in  him  a: 


the  fovereign  author  and  donor  of  his  ow  n  h rvour.- 
We  are  to  hope  in  his  mercy,  not  becnufe  we  can 
allure  him  to  the  exerciie  of  it,  or  recommend  our- 
felves  to  him,  by  any  thing  vve  can  do  ;  but  becaufe 
he  is  c  infinite  in  goodnefs,>.and  delighteth  in  mer¬ 
cy.  The  gifts  and  calling  of  God  are  without  re¬ 
pentance/  Rom.  xi.  29. 


I  may  add,  we  are  not  to  do  good  works  with  a 
view  to  qualify  us  for  our  reception  ol  Chriit  by 
faith ,  or  for  our  intereft  in  him.  Multitudes  feem 
molt  dangeroufly  to  deceive  their  fouls  in  this  mat- 
ter.  It  is  but  too  common  a  cafe  for  men  to  quiet 
their  confciences,  and  to  entertain  hopes  of  falva- 
tio'n,  from  apprehenfions,  that  they  endeavour  to  be 
found  in  a  way  of  duty,  they  endeavour  to  mortify 
their  luffs,  and  to  live  a  holy  life  ;  and  therefore, 
though  guilty  of  many  defers  both  in  their  duties 
and  conversations,  they  hope  God  will  accept  them 
upon  Ch rill’s  account,  that  the  merits  of  Child  will 
make  up  the  defers  of  their  performances,  and  his 
blood  cleanfe  them  from  the  guilt  of  .their  fins — If 
fthey  fhould  fall  into  fome  more  grofs  and  enormous 
fm,  or  grow  carelefs  and  remits  in  duty,  they  will 
then  perhaps  fall  into  a  panic,  and  terrify  themfelv.es 
with  apprehenfions,  that  Chrift  will  not  accept  fuch 
as  they  are  ;  but  when  they  have  reformed  their 
conduit,  their  fears  blow  over,  and  they  revive  their 
hopes,  that  they  (hall  yet  obtain  mercy  for  Cbriii’s 
fake.  And  what  is  the  natural  language  of  all  this, 
but  that  they  (hall  obtain  an  interclf  in  Chriit  by 
their  good  works;  and  when  they  have  done  their 
part,  he  will  do  the  ref  f  will  make  up  the  defects  of 
their  attainments,  and  give  fuch  a  value  to  their 
'fin cere  (though  imperil  d.)  obedience,  that  this  (hall 
recommend  them  to  the  favour  and  acceptance  of 
God.  As  though  the  glorious  redeemer  undertook 
our  ranfom,  for  no  other  end,  than  to  render  on? 

C  c 


[  324  2 


deficient  duties  meritorious  ;  and  our  fins  innoret 
and  inoffenli  ve.  This  legal  and  felf  righteous  prii 
ciple  feems  generally  ro  obtain  with  the  carele 
carnal  world.  And  when  Tinners  come  under  cor 
vision  of  their  guilt  and  danger,  they  are  yet  inflt 
enced  by  the  fame  legal  difpofition. though  it  appea 
in  another  form-  W  hat  didreding  fears  and  terror 
do  they  ufually  agonize  under!  How  impoffible  is 
to  give  them  any  fenfible  view  of  the  hope  that  is  ft 
before  them  J  But  what  dands  in  the  way?  Thei 
fins  are  great,  their  hearts  are  hard,  their  dutk 
formal  and  hypocritical,  their  corruptions prevalem 
that  they  cannot  think  (Thrift  will  accept  fuch  s 
they  are  ;  and  therefore  they  dare  not  venture  thei 
iouls  and  their  eternal  interefts  upon  him.  Wer 
the  cafe  otherwife,  could  they  fubdue  their  fhibbor 
hearts,  could  they  get  a  victory  over  thefe  corrup 
tions,  fa  notify  their  .depraved  aiTecftions,  and  b 
more  fpiritual  in  their  duties  ;  or  in  other  words 
could  they  themfelves  begin  their  own  lalvation 
then  they  could  depend  upon  (Thrift  to  carry  on  th 
work  in  their  fouls  ;  and  then  they  could  hope  tha 
God  would  accept  them  for  (Thrift's  fake.  But  a! 
this  is  to  fub  dilute  our  own  right  ecu fnefs  in  the  plac 
and  dead  of  the  righteoufnej s  of  (hr if  :  or  at  bed 
to  divide  the  work  of  our  lalvation  between  Chrii 
and  ourfelves. 

Will  you  bear  with  me,  dr,  if  I  am  forced  ro  cx 
prefs  my  fears,  that  you  are  yet  under  too  great  re 
maintlers  of  this  unhappy  difpofition.  I  rejoice  ii 
your  recovery  from  your  late  dangerous  midake 
1  cannot  but  hope,  that  you  have  *  choftn  the  goo* 

part,  which  fball  not  be  taken  from  you - But  w'ha 

mean  the  frequent  returns  of  your  defpondiiy 
hours  ?  Whence  do  your  hopes  and  fears  bear  pro 
portion  to  your  p ■relent  frames?  What  occafion 
thofc  many  dark  appre  lien  dons,  net  only  that  yc 
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.have  not  yet  an  intereft  in  Chrift,  but  that  you  (hall 
never  attain  to  it  ?  I  intreat  you  to  conilder,  that 
Chrift  came  to  fsve  firmer  s  ;  and  that  we  mu  it  come 
to  him,  and  truft  in  him  as  firmer/,  having  no  valu¬ 
able  qualification  of  our  own  to  entitle  us  to  his  fa¬ 
vour.  nothing  but  our  guilt  and  pollution,  and  Ins 
fuiiiuency  to  plead,  for  our  acceptance  with,  and 
ioten  ft  in  him.  In  proportion  as  you  look  to  your 
own  qualifications  to  recommend  you  to  Chrift,  fo 
far  you  pra&ically  make  a  Saviour  of  your  jtQod 
■r works  ;  and  reject  the  terms  of  fa! v.a.t ion  by  jjefus 
€h  rift.  —  As  it  is  certain,  that  you  can  have  no  good 
'works.,  which  are  acceptable  to  God  for  an}'  laving 
pur po-fes,  till  you  have  faith  in  Chrift  ;  Jo  it  is  alio 
certain,  that  you  need  not  leek  for  any  in  order  to 
your  ch earful  truft  in  him  and  dependence  upon 
him,  to  juft  if y  you  by  his  righteou-fnefs,  to  fan  til fy 
•vru  hv  his  fpirit,  and  to  ‘  make  you  an  heir  accord- 
jng  to  the  hope  of  eternal  life  ^  The  golpel  brings 
glorious  tidings  of  falvation  to  perilling  finoers.  It 
exempts  and  excludes  none  who  will  come  to  Chrift 
for  life ,  who  will  come  to  him  as  toft  [finer s,  under 
.a  fen  fe  of  their  guilt  and  ur.  w  or  thine  fs  •  who  will 
*  buy  of  him  wine  and  mi  k,  without  money  and 
without  price  ft  and  who  wjil  ‘  take  the  water  of 
•life  freely. 9  Be  their  fins  ever  fo  great,  ‘  his  blood 
will  cleanfe  them  from  all  their  iinsf  Be  their 
hearts  ever-fo  hard,  4  he  will  take  sway  their  hearts 
of  done,  and  give  them  hearts  of  fielh.f  Be  they 
ever  fo  deftitute  of  any  gracams  .qualification,  ‘  of  his 
•fuinefs  they  fliall  receive,  even  grace  for  grace. * 
W  hatever  their  cafe  be,  they  may  fafely  trufl  in  him, 
ns  the  author  of  eternal  falvation. .  But  this  alas.! 
is  the  mifery  and  ruin  of  multitudes,  who  are  pre¬ 
tending  to  feek  falvation  by  Chrift,  that  they  are  for 
dividing  the  work  of  their  filiation  between  him 
and  them  :  And  by  fubftracling  the  honour  of  their 
iVivation  fxotn  him,  who  will  do  all  or  nothiop'  for 
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them,  though  <  they  follow  after  the  law  of  rights 
oufneis,  they  do  not  obtain  it  ;  becaufe  they  feek 
it,  not  by  faith,  but  as  it  were  by  the  works  of  the 
law.5 — Mere  then  you  fee,  that  good  works  have  no 
place  at  all.  We  are  to  look  after  no  recommend- 
ing  qualifications  for  an  intereft  in  Chrifl  :  but  to 
come  to  him  guilty  and  miferable  as  we  are,  that  he 
may  be  all  and  in  all ,  be  all  to  us,  and  do  all  in  us 
and  for  us.  He  came  not  to  call  the  righteous ,  but 
Jmntrs  to  repentance ,  Mat.  ix-  13. 

1  muff  further  add,  that  we  are  not  to  do  good 
works ,  in  expedition  that  v\  e  dial!  by  them  obtain  a 
title  to  the  future  inheritance — Heaven  is  a  pur  chafed 
T°miun  Our  title  to  it,  our  qualification  for  it, 
our  perfeoerance  in. the  way  that  leads  thither,  and 
our  eternal  enjoyment  of  the  glorious  inheritance, 
are  ail  pur  chafed  hy  the  blood  of  Chrifl.  In  all  tbefe 
re  i  pods  thrift  Jtfus  is  our  hope  ;  and  when  i  we  re¬ 
joice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God,  we  mud  rejoice 
in  Chrifl  Jefus,  having  no  confidence  in  the  flelhd 
it  cannot  be  too  deeply  impreffed  upon  our  hearts, 
that  it  is  ‘  not  by  works  of  righteoufnefs,  which  we 
have  done,  but  of  his  mercy,  that  God  faveth  usd — 
It  is  mere  mercy  in  the  eternal  contrivance  of  our 
ialvation  by  Chrifl  ;  mere  mercy ,  in  his  incarnation, 
humiliation,  obedienceand  bufferings  for  us  ;  mere 
mercy  in  i  he  application  of  his  redemption  toour  fouls  ; 
mere  merry ,  that  '  we  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God, 
through  faith  tofalvation  ;’and  were  mercy  thatChrifl 
will  at  lafl  ‘  prffent  us  faultlefs  before  the  throne  'of 
God,  with  exceeding  joy  d  It  is  ‘  to  the  praife  of  the 
glory  of  his  grace,  wherein  vve  are  made  ‘  accepted  in 
the  belovedd — Our  good  works  cannot  have  any  fliare 
in  purchafing  our  title  to  this  falvation.  They  can¬ 
not  make  atonement  for  our  fins  ;  becaufe  the  iniqui¬ 
ty  of  our  rnofl  holy  things  (lands  in  need  of  atone¬ 
ment.  They  cannot  give  us  a  covenant-right  to- 


t  3  27  1 

mqvcy becaufe  we  are  antecedently  finneis^  and 
obnoxious  to  the  curfes  of  the  broken  law.  i  iiev 
cannot  make  us  meet  for  falvation  ;  became  by  their 
imperfections  they  ftill  leave  us  open  to  the  curL  ; 
and  becaufe  they  cannot  fa-n.ci fly  our  nature,  and 
give  us  new  hearts.  Nor  can  they  give  us  any 
claim  to  the  fpecial  influences  of  the  Spirit  of  God  ; 
becaufe  then  our  fan&ificatidn  would  be  of  debt  and 
iot  of  grace.  What  then  can  they  do  ?  No  more, 

4,  J  O 


than  to  bring  us  to  the  foot  of  a  lovereigu  God,  to 
wait  upon  him  ia  the  way  of  his  appointments,  that 
6  he  would  work  in  us,  both  to  will  and  to  uo  tn  ho 


good  pleaiur^ 

"Y  ou  will  remember,  that  I  am  here  fpeaking  of 
our  being  intitled  to  falvation  by  our  good  ivotks  9 
and  not  of  their  ulefulnefs  to  our  fpiritual  and  eter¬ 
nal  welfare.  In.the  former  fenfe,  they  mu  ft  be  ut¬ 
terly  dife! aimed  ;  and  all  our  righteoufneffes efteemed 
but  as  filthy  rags  ;  as  I  have  particularly  fhewn  you 
in  lome  former  letters.  In  tne  latter  leide,  they 
mull  be  diligently  and  painfully  purfued,  and  attend¬ 
ed  to  ;  as  1  (hall  more  fully  fee  before  you — -~Gur 
bufinefs  therefore  is  with  mod  earneft  application  to 
5  watch  daily  at  wifdom’s  gates,  and  wait  at  tne  polls 
of  his  doors/ to  ufe  our  inoft  adtive  endeavours  in 
all  the  ways  of  godlinefs,  righteouloefs,  and  charity, 
doing  all  in  the  name  of  Chrijl ,  and  when  we  have 
done  all  we  can,  to  come  ftill  as  loft,  guilty,  worth- 
lefs  and  helpiefs  dinners,  felf-loathmg  and  ielf- con¬ 
demning,  to  the  throne  of  mercy,  acknowledging  that 
to  us  belongs  fljame  andconfufon  of  face  ;  and  that 
we  have  nothing  to  plead  but  the  ricnes  of  redeem¬ 
ing  love,  and  the  boundlefs  grace  of  God  in  Chrift,' 
for  the  acceptance  either  of  our  pe  rtons  or  fervioes. 
In  our  higheft  attainments,  we  fhouid  come  before- 
God  with  that  language  of  faith,  Dan*  ix.  18.  ‘ 
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nor  prefent  our  Applications  before  thee,  for  on 
ngnteoulueffes,  but  for  thy  great  mercies.’ 

I  th all  only  fubjoln,  that  we  mutt  not  depend  up 
on  our  g'jod  works  for  a  progreffivefantfificGtion,  fo 
rene  wed  fupj)iies  of  grace,  and  for  a  continued  pro 
greisu)  holinefs  and  comfort,  unto  God’s  heavenl 
kingdom.  It  is  a  dangerous  midake,  which  too  rna 
ft  J^feni  to  huo,  that  we  are  to  depend  upo 
v'  h  s  ’  it  a  i  or.  e  for  juft. if yhg  r  igh  teoufnofs  :•  but  tr  ui 
to  our  ow  n  adive  endeavors  for  inherent  righteoul 
neis,  for  victory  over  our  corruptions,  and  for 
conformity  of  heart  and  life  unto  the  divine  natur 
and  t\  id.  1  hence  it  ss  that  although  they  carry  on 
dreadful  druggie  with  their  corruptions,  yet  thefe 
not  v\  it h  (Landing  .all  their  purpofes,  protnifes,  vows 

.i idlings,  fadings,  and  other  mechanical  endeavors 
will  dill  prevail,  and  often  throw  them  into  grea 
perplexity  and  condition — They  are  fenfible,  tha 
God  demands  their  i.  carts  ;  and  that  it  is  impoffible 
thmr  external  reformations'  fhould  be  acceptable 
vviinc  their  hearts  are  far  from  him,  and  led  awa 
v  divers  lulls.  With  what  agony  and  toil  d 
d-ey  therefore  worry  with  their  carnal  and  fenfut 
S-dtiUon's,  their  impetous  appetites  and  paffions 
ufmg  various  methods  of  mortification  and  difeinline 

correct  the  diforders  of  their  nature  ;  and  are  ftii 
but.  robing  a  done  up  hill,  which  as  foon  as  they  le 
go, is  at  the  bottom  again. —  They  are  fenfible,  tha 
God  require  s  fiiuenty  in  the  inward  man  in  all  th 
duties  cf religious  'worfirip-.  1  hey  therefore  groat 
under  th?  burden  of  their  religious  defects,  thei 
deadnefs,  formality  and  wandering  thoughts  in  thei 
approaches  to  God  ;  condemn  every  duty  they  per 
form,  and  rdblve  upon  more  watchfulnefs  and  car 
for  the  future:  but,  alas 1  the  difficulty  remains 
and  they  art  ready  to  fink  under  dife  enraging  ap 
prehenfious  of  their  hypocrify.  Indeed,  when  thei 
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:_a  little  ground,  their  hopes  are -revived,  and 
their  endeavors  animated  :  but  when  deadnefs  and 
corruption  prevail,  their  diftrefs  and  fear  return  and 
prevail  with  them,  their  fpirits  fink,  and  they  are 
ready  to  be  quite  difcouraged.  How  many  poor 
fouls  are  thus  labouring  in  the  very  fire,  making-a 
toilfome  and  melancholy  drudgery  of  religion,  by 
their  legal  attempts,  and  their  fpirit  of  bondage  ? 

How  far  thefe  characters  are  applicable  to  your- 
felf,  fir,  you  can  belt  tell.  But  this  I  know  by  ex¬ 
perience,  that  fo  far  as  this  legal  dilpolition  prevails 
in  us,  it  will  not  only  darken  cur  way,  but  check  our 
progrefsin  gracp  and  holinefs — If  you  would  make 
any  proficiency  in  your  fpiritual  courfe,  you  ought  to 
remember,  that  the  divine  life  mu  ft  be  carried  on  in 
the  foul,  in  the  fame  manner,  and  by  the  fame  means, 
that  it  was  begun  there.  We  are  not  only  juflified 
by  faith  ;  but  we  mu  ft  be  fan  Sit  fie  d  by  faith  too  ; 
and  of  ChrijVs  fulnefs  muft  receive ,  even  grace  for 
~ grace.  A  cheerful  dependence  upon  Chrift  for  all 
f  implies  of  grace  and  ftrength,  is  the  way  to  obtain 
his  quickening,  comforting,  and  ftrengthening  influ¬ 
ences  ;  to  have  our  hearts  enlarged  in  the  fervice  of 
God;  and  to  run  the  way  of  his  con  mandments 
with  delight — We  muft  be  dead  to  the  law  (to  ail 
dependence  upon  it  and  hope  from  it)  if  we  would 
live  unto  -God ,  Gab  ii.  19.  1  hough  we  muft  difeharge 
the  duties  of  the  law,  and  live  in  conformity  to  it  : 
yet  thefe  muft  be  done  with  a  gofpd  fpirit,  from 
gofpel  principles  and  motives.  1  W  hat  the  law  could 
not  do,  -in  that  it  was  weak  through  the  flefb,  God 
fending  his  ow  n  Son,  in  the  likenefs  of  fulfill  ftdh/ 
and  ‘  for  fin,  condemned  fin  in  the  flefb.’  Would 
you  then  maintain  a  truly  fpiritual  life,  <  The  life 
which  you  live  in  the  flelh,  muft  be  by  the  faith  of 
the  Son  of  God/  Gal.  ii.  20.  Would  you  maintain 
a  con  ver  fat  ion  worthy  of  your  holy  profcffio-n;  i  your 
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good  converfotiqn,’  nwft  be  ‘  in  Chrift/  i  Pet.  vl 
}  6;  WottW  y°u  live  in  the  love  of  God  and  your 
neighbour,  it  is  4  faith  which  works  by  love/  Gal. 
v.  6.  W  ould  you  get  a  viflory  over  the  world,  and 
ail  its  allurements,  4  This  is  the  vi&ory  that  over¬ 
come  th  the  world,  even  our  faith/  i  John  v.  4 
Would  you  be  able  to  withftand  temptations,  it  is 
the  hue  In  of  faith,  by  which  you  will  be  able  to 
quench  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked/  Eph.  vi. 
10.  Would  you  walk  honcftly  as  in  the  day  * 
you  4  mull  put  on  the  Lord  Jefus Chrift,  Rom.  xul 
13,  14*  Would  you  be  ftrengthened  in  the  fervice 
of  God  again  it  all  oppofition,  you  muff  ‘  be  ftroiw 
h\  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might/  LpE 
G.  1  o-  Would  you  have  your  heart  purified  from 
1.1  nl ul  I uds,  appetites  and  paihons,  you  muft  get 
4  your  heart  purified  by  faith/  Adis  xv.  9.  Would 
von  go  on  in  your  way  rejoicing,  you  mml  ‘  re  joice 
in  Chi'id  Jedus,  having  no  confidence  in  the  fieih/ 
Phil.  iii.  3.  ^  Would  you  perfevere  in  the  fear  and 
service  of  Gcd,  you  mull  be  kept  by  the  power  of 

God  through  faith  unto  falvation/  1  Pet.  1/5 _ Sir, 

it  is  not  your  bufinefs  to  rim  without  legs,  or  fly 
without  wings  ;  but  to  go  ‘  forth  in  the  ftrength  of 
4he  Lord  God.?  Defpai-r  of  all  fufficiepcy  q\  your 
own,  to  mortify  your  corruptions,  and  quicken  your 
loul  in  the  ways  ol  God  and  godlinefs.  Humbly  re- 
pair  to  the  Lord  Jdus  Chrift,  and  cheerfully  trull 
in  him  for  grace  and  llrength,  to  make  a  fuccefsful 
progrefs  in  your  ipiritual  courfe.  Let  not  your  im- 
perfe&iom  or  corruptions  difcourage  you  ;  nor  let 
your  good  purpofes  or  performances  be  the  ground 
of  your  hopes  :  but  in  a  diligent  life  of  efpei  means, 

4  commit  your  way  to  the  Lord,  trU::  .  do  in  him, 
and  ha*  will  bring  it  to  pnfsP  1  think,  you  cannot 
fo  far  mifunderftand  ine,  as  to  fuppofe  I  am  exhort¬ 
ing  you  to  depend  on  Chrift  for  holinefs,  in  the  care-  . 
ied's  neglect  olgood  works*  This  would  beprejwvp- 


tlon,  and  not  faith .  No  !  I  am  exhorting  you  to  a 
realizing  impreflion,  that  youv  good  works  will  not 
fan&ify  your  hearty  your  affedions,  or  converfation  ; 
when  you  have  done  all  you  can,  that  you  mull  rely 
wholly  upon  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,and  that  you  may 
rely  confidently  upon  him, to  fulfil  the  good  pleafure  of 
his  goodnefsin  your  foul ;  and  carry  you  on  from  grace 
to  grace,  and  from  flrength  to  ftrength,  till  you  come 
to  The  meafure  of  the  ftature  of  a  perfect  man  in 
Chrift  Jefus.  Thus  I  have  (hewn  you  negatively  in 
fonie  inftances,  to  what  purpofes  our  good  works  are 
not  neceffary’,  and  in  what  refpe&s  they  may  not  be 
d  epended  upon. 

I  proceed  in  the  next  place  to  fhew  yen  affirma¬ 
tively,  in  what  refpefis  they  are  of  necefiity  ;  and 
to  what  purpofes  they  muff  be  done  by  all  thole 
who  would  approve  themfelves  Chriftians  indeed. 

i.  Then  good  works  are  neceflary,  as  being  one 
ch  jign  of  our  ekflion,  redemption,  and  effectual  vo¬ 
cation* — They  are  one  end  of  our  election.  ‘  God 
hath  chofen  us  in  Chrift,  before  the  foundation  of 
the  world,  that  we  fhould  be  holy  and  without 
blame  before  him  in  love,’  Eph.  i«  4*  And  it  is  by 
a  life  of  good  works,  and  a  progrefs  in  holinefs,  that 
we  are  to  make  it  evident  to  ourfelve.%  that  we  were 
*  chofen  unto  falvation,  through  falsification  of  the 
Spirit,  and  belief  of  the  truth.’  And  accordingly 
we  are  exhorted,  in  this  way,  *  to  give  diligence  to 
make  our  calling  and  election  fare/  2  Pet.  i.  10 — - 
Good  works  are  like  wife  one  end  and  delign  of  our 
redemption  in  Chrift.  He  ‘gave  himielf  for  us, 
that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  pu¬ 
rify  unto  himfelf  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  ot  good 
works,’  Tit.  ii.  14-  And  they  who  are  indeed  in* 
terefted  in  this  redemption,  who  indeed  have  believe 
ed  in  God  our  Saviour,  who  fincerely  truft  in  Chrift 
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rt  ■  ]  .  ,  *  will  feel  the  power  of  his  ware 

quickening  their  fouls,  and  exciting  in  them  a®! 
ious  carejulnefsto  maintain  good  works  .*  and  there- 
yore  fuch  have  no  grounds  to  conclude  uoon  their 
interefl  in  Chrid,  who  live  carelcfs  fenfua]  lives  in 
t  ie  neglect  of-  duty  to  God,  of  righreoufnefs  or  cha- 
nty  to  men  ;  or  in  a  willing  indulgence  of  any  way 
ot  linmng._I  maytadd,  good-works  a  re  alfo  the  end 
of  our  vocation.  ‘  God  hath  called  us  unto  holi- 
neis,  i  i  belli  iv.  7.  W e  are  accordingly  i  n  [frock - 
cd,  that  ;  as  he  which  hatk  called  us  is.  holy,  fo  we 
ihould  be  holy  'in  all  manner  of  converfationd  j 
vet.  i.  15.  None  therefore  have  any  grounds  to 
flatter  themfc- Ives  with  the  dream  of  a  regenerate 
irate,  while  they  indulge  themfeUes  in  any  finf-ul 
way,  or  live  in  the  negletfrof  good  works  ;  whate- 
V€r  experiences  they  may  pretend  to,  or  whatever 
joys  and  comforts  they  may  entertain.  i  Fhis  we 
are  to  affirm  conlhntly,  that  they  which  believe  in 
God,  mult  be,  and  will  be  careful  to  maintain  good 
merits,  lit.  t  i  ?  4  g,  i  hough  good  w  or  k  s  are  not  the 
fountain  and  foundation  of  a  renewed  nature,  they 
nre  always  the- dreams  that  flow  from  that  fountain, 
and  the  fuperlhm&ure  upon  that  foundation,  Tho> 
they  do  not  lanckify  us,  they  are  the  natural  and  ne- 
c diary  actings  and  operations  of  a  lanckified  heart. 
An  unholy  life  gives  the  lie  to  our  profeffion  of  a 
holy  Hate  :  and  infers  on  us  the  juft  denomination 
ok  liars.  (1.  Jonn  ii.  4.J — Icdefeats  all  pre  ten  lions 
to  etfekhial  calling  ;  it  contradicts  the  very  end  of 
con verlion  ;  and  is  contrary  to  the  unalterable  ten¬ 
dency  01  the  new  nature.  Grace  is  given  few  exer- 
oile  ;  and  is  a  vital,  operative  principle.  We  dial} 
therefore  receive  the  grace  cf  God  hi  vain,  if  tfie  prin¬ 
ciple  be  not  exerted  in  agreeable  practice. 


2- 


*•  Good  works  .are  neceflary,  as  they  belong  to 
die  way  leading  to  heaven,  and  are  preparative  for 


I  333  3 


the  po'ffejfion  of  it.  They  are  fo  neceffary  in  this 
refpeil,  that  it  is  certain,  that  no  man  who  has  the 
opportunity  after  his  conversion  for  a  life  of  good 
works,  will  ever  get  to  heaven  in  any  other  way. 
‘Without  holinefs  no  man  ihall  fee  the  Lord/ 
Heb.  xii.  14 — We  muff  not  only  *  enter  in  at  the 
ftrait  gate/ but  walk  in  ‘the  narrow  way,  which 
leadeth  unto  life.’  Chrift  is  the  lupreme  and  com- 
prehenfive  way  :  but  holinefs  is  a  f&bordinate  and 
fubfervient  way.  Neither  do  any  walk  in  Chrij}y 
unlefs  they  walk  before  him  in  true  holinefs . — They 
who  would  hope  for  heaven  hereafter, mull  have  it£e- 
gun  in  their  fouls  here.  Their  hearts  mult  be  infomc 
meafure  conformed  to  the  Divine  nature  and  will, 
that  they  maybe  attempered  and  qualified  for  the  en¬ 
joyments  and  employments  of  the  heavenly  world. 
How  could  fuch  men  find  comfort  and  pieTure  in 
the  eternal  fervice  of  God,  to  whom  his  fervice  here 
is  ungrateful  and  burdenfome  ?  None  therefore 
are  in  the  way  to  heaven,  but  they  who  by  a  life  of 
holinefs  are  preparing,  and  laboring  after  a  ‘meet- 
nefs  to  be  a  partaker  of  an  inheritance  among  the 
faints  in  light.’ — There  is  nothing  more  certain 
than  that  a  life  of  fin  and  impiety,  doth  and  irreli- 
gion,  leads  down  to  the  chambers  of  death  :  And  it 
is  therefore  equally  certain,  that  Chrilt  Jefus  leads 
none  to  heaven  in  that  road.  Ii  is  true,  indeed 
that  we  may  be  in  the  way  to  heaven,  w  hile-  com- 
palled  with  many  infirmities,  while  groaning  under 
much  deadnefs  and  formality  in  duty,  while  liable 
to  many  involuntary  furprifes  into  fin,  w  hile  great¬ 
ly  defective  in  our  religious  attainments,  and  in  our 
conduct,  both  towards  God  and  man.  But  they 
have  notthishope,  who  live  in  the  wilful  negled 
of  known  duty,  who  deliberately  indulge  themfelvcs 
in  known  ways  of  finning  againft  God.  Who  roll 
any  iniquity  as  a  fvveet  morfei  under  their  tongue  • 
or  live  in  an  allowed  violation  of  the  laws  of  righte- 
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oufnels,  charity,  and  peace  towards  men.  6  If  ar 
man  have  not  the  ipirit  of  Chrift,  he  is  none  of  his 
And  if  any  man  have  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  the  fru 
of  the  Spirit  in  him  will  be  love,  joy,  peace,  lonj 
i offering,  gentlenefs,  goodnefs,  faith,  meeknef 
temperance  d  And  ‘  they  who  live  in  the  Spirit,  wi 
alfo  walk  in  the  Spirit.7  W  e  muft  ‘  by  a  patient  coi 
tinuance  in  well  doing,  feek  for  glory,  honour  at 
immortality/  if  we  would  inherit  eternal  life. 

3.  Good  works  are  neceffary  as  a£ls  of  obedience  1 
God’s  commands  ;  and  a  juft  acknowledgment  of  h 
dominion  over  us. — By  right  of  creation ,  the  blefFe 
God  h  as  an  unalienable  claim  to  homage  and  hone 
from  us.  By  the  immutable  laws  of  our  very  bein 
and  nature,  as  his  creatures  and  dependents,  we  ar 
under  bonds  of  i abjection  and  obedience  to  him. - 
The  grace  of  the  gofpel  does  not  cancel  thofe  nati 
ral  obligations,  or  lelTen  the  force  of  them.  Chri 
came  not  to  dejiroy  the  law  :  Nor  do  we  make  voi 
the  law  through  faith,  but  rather  eftablifh  it.  Th 
great  God  has  not  laid  down  his  right  of  fovereignt 
and  dominion  over  us,  by  affording  us  a  medium  < 
reconciliation  to  himfelf,  and  a  title  to  eternal  haf 
pinefs  :  B^it  rather  has  that  way  laid  us  under  fui 
ther  and  ftronger  obligations  to  obedience.  On 
freedom  from  the  curies  and  feve-re  demands  of  th 
moral  law,  as  a  covenant  of  life,  is  fo  far  from  freein 
us  of  our  duty  towards  it  as  a  rule  of  practice,  or  ex 
cuflng  us  fro vi)  a  careful  obfervance  of  its  precepts 
that  the  glor  ious  liberty  we  are  made  partakers  of,  i 
given  us  for  this  very  end,  ‘  that  we  may  ferve  Go 
without  fear,  in  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  befor 
him,  all  the  days  of  our  lives.’  Though  the  mon 
law  be  prefented  to  us  now  under  fome different  re i 
pedis  and  considerations,  from  what  it  was  originally 
vet  the  fame  law  remains  the  rule  of  obedience,  cori 
firmed  and  enforced  (as  fuch)  by  the  gofpel  it  fell 


Whence  it  follows,  that  to  live  a  cardefs,  fi.nful,  f« n - 
fual,  wordly  life,  in  the  negleft  of  our  duty  towards 
God,  our  neighbour  and  ourfel  ves,is  more  aggravat¬ 
ed  rebellion  againft  God,  than  the  fame  life  ol  impie¬ 
ty  would  have  been  under  the  covenant  of  works. 
For  now  a  life  of  impiety  is  not  only  a  violation  of 
the  precepts  of  the  law ,  but  of  the  go/pel  too.  And 
the  greater  discoveries  God  has  been  pleafed  to  make 
of  his  glorious  perfections,  the  greater  manifestations 
..lie  has  made  of  his  goodnefs  and  mercy,  the  greater 
are  our  obligations  to  obedience,  and  confequentjy 
the  greater  will  be  our  rebellion,  as  well  as  ingrati¬ 
tude,  if  we  continue  difobedienr.  W e  are  therefore 
to  conlider,  that  instead  of  God’s  fufpending  his 
right  of  dominion,  or  abating  our  obligations  to  obe- 
.dience,  under  the  pure  feat  difpenfation  of  the  gofpcl- 
Jight  and  love,  he  requires  and  expe&s  of  us  greater 
watchfulnefs  and  care  to  pi  cafe  and  honour  him, 
greater  purity  and  holinefs,  than  under  the  more  le¬ 
gal  and  imperfect  aifpenfation  of  Mofes.  It  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  true,  that  thofe  fins  tind  imperfections, 
which  were  confident  with  a  date  of  grace,  und^r 
the  Mofaic  difpenfation,  are  not  fo  now  under  the 
Chriftian  difpenfation  ;  wherein  not  only  we  have 
more  light  and  knowledge,  but  Chriftians  indeed  do 
obtain  more  purifying  and  quickening  influences  of 
the  Spirit,  than  they  then  ordinarily  did. — There  is 
therefore  no  room  to  extenuate  our  falls  into  (in,  by 
the  examples  of  the  jewifh  faints.  For  though  than 
miniftration  was  glorious,  yet  4  the  minUiration  of 


the  Spirit  is  more  glorious,  has  a  glory  that  vaitly 
excelled!/  (z  Cor.  iii.  8,  9,  to-)  By  the  4  behold¬ 
ing  of  which  glory  of  the  Lord,  we  are  changed  in¬ 
to  the  fame  image,  from  glory  to  glory. 9  (v.  fS.) 

Our  enjoying  the  promifes  of  the  goYpel  lays  us  un¬ 
der  the  ftronged  and  molt  indifpeufuble  obligations, 
to  4  clean fe  ourfelves  from  all  fihhinefs  of  flefh  and 
Spirit/  and  to  4  per  fed:  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  God.? 
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2  Cor.  vii.  i. — Cod  forbid,  that  any  of  us  ‘  fhou 
continue  in  fin,  that  grace  may  abound  or  xiu 
‘  the  grace  of  God  into  lafdvioufnefs.’  This  wou 
determine  us  to  be  4  ungodly  men,  who  deny  t] 
only  Lord  God,  and  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl*>  (ju< 
4*)  .  Thence  it  is,  that  the  dilobedience  of  gofpc 
finners  will  bring  upon  them  the  greateft  and  me 
dreadful  damnation.  See  Heb.  x.  29. 


4.  Good  works  are  neeeiTary,  as  expressions  ofot 
gratitude  to  God  for  all  his  goodnefs  to  us,  more  e 
pecialiy  for  gofpel  grace,  and  moft  efpecially  for  ti 

gracious  influences  of  his  bleffed  Spirit _ Impoffih 

it  is,  for  us  ro  have  any  due  conception,  how  grei 
our  debt  of  gratitude  is,  to  our  infinite  benefafto: 
*  He  has  made  us,  and  not  we  ourfelves,  his  hanc 
have  framed  arid  fafhioned  us  round  about*'’  He  h< 
preferred  us  through  innumerable  difficulties  an 
dangers  •  and  all  our  lives  continually  followed  r 
with  loving-kindnefs  and  tender  mercies.  He  ha 
made  this  mighty  globe  for  our  ufe,  with  all  its  2 
mazing  variety  of  furniture,  fitted  to  fupply  us  wit 
whatever  is  ncceflary,  convenient,  comfortable,  c 
delightful.  He  has  diilmgnifhed  us  from  very  muc 
the  greateft  part  or  our  fellow  creatures,  by  th 
abundance  of  our  enjoyments,  and  the  greatnef 
of  our  privileges — And  if  all  thefe,  and  the  in 
numerable  other  inftances  of  the  rnexpreflible  kind 
refs  and  goodnefs  of  God  to  us,  he  not  fufheient  t 
excite  our  gratitude,  and  to  attract  our  affection 
to  fuch  aii  infinite  fountain  of  benevolence,  yet  cer 
tainly  our  redemption  by  Jtfus  Chrift,  our  enjoymen 
of  gofpel  ordinances,  our  advantages  to  live  to  Go 
in  "this  world,  and  to  be  eternally  happy  in  the  en 
joyment  of  him  in  the  future  i'huc  of  ever  Jailing  ligh 
and  love,  are  enough  to  carry  our  minds  beyond  ad 


miration,  and  even  to  overwhelm  them  with  afro 


nifhtncnr.  And  w  hat  returns  does  the  glorious  Go< 


expect  from  us 


for 


ah 


tins?  No  more,  than  th 
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iovc  and  obedience  of  our  thankful  hearts  and  fruit¬ 
ful  lives  :  No  more,  than  to  live  to  him,  and  delight 
in  him,  gratefully  to  receive,  and  faithfully  to  im¬ 
prove  the  benefits  he  is  bellowing  upon  us.  He  re¬ 
quires  nothing  of  us,  but  that  we  ihoifid  be  ready  to 
every  good  work ,  out  of  love  and  gratitude  to  God. 
How  unworthy  ihall  we  therefore  be  for  ever,  of 
>oae  Anile  of  his  countenance,  or  the  lead  favour  and 
kindnefs,  if  the  infinite  goodnels  of  God,  Ins  infinite 
love  and  compafiion  in  Ohrid,  does  not  confirain  us, 
to  renounce  our  lulls  and  idols,  and  make  it  our  de¬ 
lightful  endeavour  to  feck  and  ferve  him  !  —He  may 
well  expoflulate  with  fuch,  as  with  his  ancient  peo¬ 
ple,  <  Will  ye  thus  requite  the  Lord,  O  fooliih 
people,  and  un wife  A  He  jufily  m ay,  and  certainly, 
wdi  exclude  from  the  glory  and  hjelLdnefs  of  his 
eternal  praifes,  thofe  who  have  not  hearts  to  love 
him,  and  ferve  him,  and  grade  him  here.— They 
who  have  ever  tafied  that  the  Lord  is  gracious ,  and 
have  any  becoming  fenA*  of  their  obligations  to  him, 
will  flu  dy  what  they  fie  all  render  to  the  Lord  for  all 
Ms  ben  fits  ;  they  will  delight  in  endea  vours  to  glo¬ 
rify  him  ;  tfiey  w,ili  be  fobcitoLl/  careful  of  a  con¬ 
stant  conformity  to  his  will,  and  take  a  peculiar  plea- 
lure  and  pains  in  following  alter  hoiineis. 

5.  As  I  have  cl  i  Handily  confulered  in  my  La  ft,  good 
works  are  necefiary  evidences  of  the  truth  and  fince- 
rity  of  our  faith  in  Chrift.  And  I  need  only  add 
here,  It  is  a  faithful  faying ,  which  can't  be  too  much 
infilled  upon,  that  they  who  pretend  to  have  believed 
in  God,  mult  be  careful  to  maintain  good  works .  All 
their  profefiion  of  religion,  ail  their  imaginary  faith 
in  Chrift,  all  their  peace  and  joy,  all  their  appear¬ 
ance  in  the  caufe  of  truth,  all  their  Teeming  zeal  for 
the  glory  of  God,  the  intereft  of  religion/  and  the 
eonverlion  and  falv at  ion  of  fintiers,  or  whatever  eifs 
ti  he  y  may  foppofe  evidences  of  their  renewed  flare, 
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VV.'‘I  Prove  but  as  founding  Irafs  and  tinkling  eymboi 
'vn.iout  a  real  life  of  good  works-. — Such  art  great! 

be  oi Lied .  whn  r.ltl  A/J7J*  -bp  nr  £>  £  f*  lT\  \  r>  T.  -v  _  _  .  T 


to  oe  pitied,  who  can  have  peace  from  any  fnppofe 
experiences  of  grace, while  they  walk  in  the  imagina 
irons  of  their  own  hearts *  1  he  Lord  Jefus  Chrii 

will  own  none  as  belonging  to  him,  but  thofe  vvh< 
are  a  peculiar  people ,  in  fpme  meafure,  zealous  of doth 
works*  lie  will  in  the  day  of  accounts  declare  to  d 
oihers,  that  he  never  knew  them  ;  and  fen  re  nee  then 
to^  dt part  from  himy  as  workers  of  iniquity*  But  to  thi 
i  nave  fpoken  particularly  already. — And  therefore 
mail  only  fubjoin  here,  that  obedience  is  the  genuine 
cxerciie,  and  there! ore  a  neeeffnry  evidence  of  faith 
unfeigned.  What  are  good  works,  but  work s  oj 
faun  ;  or  faith  m  operation,  exciting  other  graces  tc 
iheir  proper  aclion  and  exercife?  Without  we  ex. 
amplify  the  ‘  obedience  of  faiih,  cur  faith  is  vain. 


it 


6.  Good  works  are  necedary  to  honour  our  prof f- 
fi'*ny  to  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour ,  and  to 
bring  glory  to  his  ‘name*  There  is  nothing  infers  a 
greater  fcandal  upon  our  holy  religion,  than  the  un- 
fa  notified  lives  of  its  profdlors.  This  gives  occafion 
to  the  enemies  of  the  crofs  ofChrill,  10  blafpbeme 
his  name ,  and  fptak  evtl  of  the  way  of  truth  ;  to 
call  religion  it  Tel  t  a  cheat  ;  and  judge  all  that  make 
an  appearance  of  holinefs,  to  be  hypocrites  and 
fa  He  pretenders.  This  cafts  h  fumbling- block  in  the 
way  of  poor  fouls,  that  are  beginning  to  look  Zien- 
ward;  and  proves  a  fad  temptation  to  apoftafy. — 
"This  hardens  fecure  finners  in  their  (Infill  courfes  ; 
and  pacifies  their  confciences,  from  the  thought  that 
inch  who  make  pretences  to  religion,  are  impious 
and  wicked,  as  well  as  they.  And  what  is  dill 
vvorfe,  *  if  while  we  feek  to  be  juftified  by  Chrid, 
we  our  Lives  all’o  are  found  finners/  this  brings 
great  difhonor  upon  our  bleffed  Saviour,  as  though 
lie  w  ere  the  minifier  of  fin ;  and  has  a  dreadful  ten- 
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deucy  to  render  the  means  of  grace  ineffectual  to 
quench  the  fpirit ,  and  to  drive  the  very  form,  as  well 
as  power  of  godline fs  out  of  the  world.  You  there¬ 
fore  fee  the  necelfity  of  good  works  and  of  a  holy 
life,  if  we  have  any  value  for  the  interell  of  Chrift’s 
kingdom  in  the  world,  any  pity  to  the  precious 
fouls  of  men,  any  regard  to  the  honour  of  our  blef- 
fed  Saviour,  and  the  holy  religion  which  we  pro- 
fefs  ;  and  any  defire  to  efcape  having  the  guilt  of 
other  men’s  fins,  as  well  as  our  own,  charged  to 
our  account  in  the  day  of  C  hr  iff.  If  there  be  any 
rforce  in  thefe  and  many  other  like  motives,  to 
prompt  us  to  a  life  of  holinefs,  we  who  profefs  cur- 
felves  chriftians,  fho old. approve  ourfelves  ‘  achofeu 
generation,  a  royal  prieffhood,  an  holy  nation,  a 
peculiar  people,  to  fiiew  forth  the  praifes  of  him, 
who  has  called  us  out  of  darknefs  info  his  marvel¬ 
lous  light/  ;i  Pet.  ii.  p — Indeed  the  chief  end  of 
man  is  to  glorify  God  I  It  is  the  defign  of  our  crea¬ 
tion  :  and  it  is  the  deOgn  of  our  redemption.  4  For 
ye  are  bought  with  a  price  ;  therefore  glorify  God, 
in  your  body,  and  in  your  fpirit,  which  are  God’s/ 
ri  Cor.  vi.  20.  It  is  the  defign  of  our  baptifm  and 
profeffion,  and  of  all  our  experience  of  the  opera* 
*tions  of  the  fpirit  of  grace  ;  and  fhould  be  the  h  ope 
of  all  our  converfation  and  practice.  Bur,  how 
ffiall  we  act  in  correfpondence  to  this  defign,  unlefs 
"€  we  care  for  the  things  of  the  Cord,  that  we  may 
be  holy,  both  in  body  and  fpirit  ;  diligently  follow¬ 
ing  every  good  work  V  We  fhould  ftudy,  ‘  what¬ 
ever  we  do,  to  do  all  to  the  glory  ef  God/  i  Cor. 
oc.  31.  And  to  this  purpofe  it  is  neceifary,  that  we 
‘  follow  not  that  which  is  evil,  but  that  which  is 
good.’  For  (  by  breaking  the  law,  we  dishonour 
God  :’  but  *  herein  is  he  glorified,  that  we  bear 
much  fruit/  in  an  exemplary  and  ufeful  life. 

7.  Good  works  are  likewife  neceffary  to  our  in* 
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ward  peace  and  comfort — We  often  fee  that  obier- 
vatjon  verified,  that  the  ‘  wicked  are  like  a  troubled 
lea  when  it  cannot  red,  whofe  waters  cad  up  mire 
and  dirt  /  and  that  c  there  is  no  peace  to  the  wick¬ 
ed.  i  hey  mud  have  feared  confclences  indeed, 
who  can  have  peaceable  minds  in  a  progrefs  of  fin, 
and  in  the  neglect  of  practical  godlinefs.  A  truly 
tender  confcience  will  always  remondrate  againd 
the  indulgence  of  a nyjm,  either  of  omifiion  or  com- 
mdnon.  And  how  unhappy  and  uncomfortable  a 
life  is  it,  to  have  our  own  hearts  condemning  us  ; 
to  have  a  worm  gnawing  in  our  breads,  to  have  con¬ 
fcience  applying  the  terrors  of  the  law,  and  repre¬ 
senting  to  us  our  guilt  and  danger?  And  yet  this 

cannot  be  avoided  without  a  life  of  good  works . _ 

vV  e  cannot  have  grounds  of  rejoicing ,  but  from 
‘  tde  tcdimony  of  our  conlcicnces,  that  in  fimplicity 
and  godly  fincerity,  not  with  flefhly  wifdom, .but  by 
the  grace  of  God  we  have  had  our  conversation  in 
t!ie  world/  2  Cor.  i.  12*  As  they  who  live  carelefs 
and  lenlual  lives,  cannot  have  good  evidences  of  a 
renewed  nature  and  a  fafe  date,  they  mud  necefla* 
nly  he  fir  angers  to  that  joy  and  comfort,  which  flows 
Jrom  the  re fre tiling  views  of  an  filtered  in  the  co¬ 
venant  of  grace,  and  from,  the  fenfe  of  our  having 
the  eternal  God  for  our  father  and  friend,. compaf- 
fionately  to  provide  for  us  here,  and  to  make  ns 
eternally  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  hifnfelf.  T  hey 
mud  like  wife  be  altogether  drangers  to  the  unfpe  a  li¬ 
able  confolation,  which-flows  from  a ‘life  of  commu¬ 
nion  with  God.  For  this  is  never  obtained  without 
a  progrefs  of  holinefs  and  good  works.  If  there- 
fi.  re  w  e  would  have  the  continual  fee j l  of  a  peaceful 
confidence  ;  if  we  would  enjoy  a  comfortable  view 
the  divine  favour,  and  ‘  rejoice  in  hope  of  the 
glory  of  God  if  we  would  find  by  bleffed  experi¬ 
ence,  that  the  ways  of  wifdom  are  ways  of  plea! ant- 
efs-  and  all  her  paths  are  peace  if  we  would  cb- 
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tain  the  f eatings  of  the  blefled  Spirit ,  the  earneft  of 
our  eternal  inheritance,  and  the  forttafle  of  heaven¬ 
ly  happinefs,  which  are  enjoyments  vaftly  prefera¬ 
ble  to  all  the  pleafnres  of  fenfe,  vve  mull  ‘  add  to 
our  faith  virtue,’  and  maintain  a  life  of  holinefs  and 
good  works.  For  ‘  if  we  fay,  that  we  have  fellow- 
(hip  with  him,  and  walk  in  darknefs,  we  lie,  and  do 
not  the  truth,’  1  John  i.  6.  But  (  then  fhall  I  not 
be  afhamed,  when  1  have  r.efpeft  to  all  God’s  com¬ 
mandments.  Great  peace  have  they  which  love* 
his  law  ;  and  nothing  ihall  offend  them,’  Plal. 
cxix.  6,  165. 

I  might  in  feveral  other  particulars  exemplify  to 
you  the  necellity  of  good  works :  but  you’ll  probably 
acknowledge,  that  I  have  faid  enough  already  to 
takeoff'  the  odium  cad  upon  us,  as  if  we  denied  the 
neceffky  of  good  works  in  reference  to  falvation. — 
I  ihall  therefore  only  add, 

8.  Good  works  are  neceffary  in  order  to  our  ef rap¬ 
ing  eternal  rain  and  mifery . — I  have  fhewn  you  in¬ 
deed,  and  I  think  it  diffidently  proved,  that  they 
are  not  necelTary  as  an  atonement  for  our  fins,  or 
as  what  will  appeafe  the  wrath  of  God,  and  pro¬ 
cure  us  an  acquitance  from  guilt,  and  a  right  to  be 
freed  from  condemnation.  But  (till  it  is  nevertiie- 
3efs  certain,  that  in  fad  no  man  will  e fespe  the  a- 
mazing  horrors  of  eternal  perdition,  who  has  had 
oppor  tunity  for  a  religious  life,  and  yet  lias  not  been 
fruitful  in  good  works.  This  w  ill  be  the  final  teft, . 
to  prove  our  fmcerity  tow  ards  God  :  and  the  eter¬ 
nal  judgment  will  turn  upon  this  evidence.  ’]  he 
great  judge  of  the  world  will  quickly  appear,  and 
i  his  reward  will  he  with  him,  to  render  unto  eve¬ 
ry  man  according  as  hs  works  have  been;5  and 
then  he  will  inflift  on  thofe  6  who  are  contentious 
and  do  not  obey  the  truth,  but  obey  unrighteouf. 
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»efs  indignation  and  wrath,  tribulation  and 
^ujlh/'  Rom.  ii.  8,  9. 


an 


As  tnereiore  it  is  not  a  fmall  matter  to  inhabi 
the  dreadful  flames  of  hell,  the  feat  of  enraged  juf 
tice  and  burning  vengeance,  through  eternal  ages 
it  cannot  but  be  of  the  greateft  importance  to  take 
pains  to  efcape  it ;  to  ‘  repent  and  obey  the  gofpel 
to  watch  and  pray,  to  be  aftiyc  and  diligent  in  all 
the  ways  of  religion,  if  fo  be  <  we  may  be  account- 
ed  worthy  to  efcape'  that  tremendous  mifery,  and 
?nade  meet  t©  ‘  ftand  before  the  Son  of  Man.'— 
^/e  have  no  other  choice  before  us,  but  to  be  holy 
here,  or  unhappy  for  ever.  We  mu  ft  obtain  grace 
from  God,  and  live  to  him  in  the  exercife  of  grace, 
or  be  feparated  from  his  prefence  for  ever,  as  uni 
mv.et  objects  oj  his  favor.  And  will  not  all  readily 
acknowledge,  that  the  former  is  infinitely  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred  by  every  one,  who  has  any  juft  value  for 
his  prefent  intereft,  or  for  his  eternal  happinefs  !•— . 
How  abfurd  is  it  in  the  view  of  common  reafon,  to 
love  death/  or  chufe  an  *  evident  token  of  perdi¬ 
tion/ by  being  the  fervants  of  fin/ and  f  obeying  it 
in  the  lulls  thereof !' 


I  hope,  hr,  I  have  now  anfwered  not  only  your 
-queftion,  but  your  expectation-  And  yet  that  I 
may  obviate  ail  miftakes,  I  will  endeavor  to  give 
you  a  review  of  the  whole,  in  fome  plain  familiar 
and  practical  direflions. 

If  you  fuppoie  yourfelf  in  an  unregenerate  ftate, 
be  found  moil  earneftly  diligent  in  the  duties  of  re¬ 
ligion,  in  the  u(e  of  the  means  of  grace,  and  in  endea¬ 
vors  of  a  conformity  of  life  to  the  will  of  God,  as 
the  way  in  which  God  will  be  enquired  of  by  you,  that 
he  may  beftow  his  converting  aud  fanclifying  grace 
upon  you.-«-It  is  true,  that  God  is  the  forereign  an- 
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thor  and  donor  of  his  own  fpecial  favors  :  but  it  is 
alfo  true,  that  he  has  given  you  no  encouragement 
to  hope  for  them,  in  any  other  way  but  that  of  duty . 
— In  this  way  therefore  do  you  be  found  ;  pleading 
with  him  for  the  influences  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  to 
draw  you  to  Chrift ,  and  to  work  the  ’ work  of  faith 
with  power  in  your  foul.  In  this  way  you  may 
hope  in  his  mercy,  not  indeed  for  the  fake  of  your 
duties,  but  for  the  fake  of  Chrift’s  infinite  merits, 
and  the  boundlefs  grace  and  goodnefs  of  the  Di¬ 
vine  nature.  But  in  the  ncgleft  of  this  way  o f  duty, 
you  have  not  the  leaf!  encouragement  from  the 
word  of  God,  to  hope  for  the  renewing  influences 
of  the  blelTed  Spirit  ;  without  which  you  are  undone 
eternally. 
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However,  though  even  an  urtregenerate  man 
muft  thus  ‘  drive  to  enter  in  at  the  ftrait  gate/  yon 
mud  yet  confkler  and  realize  to  yourfelf,  that  you 
are  utterly  uncapable  of  that  obedience  which  the 
gofpel  requires,  without  faith  in  Chrift. — Faith  is 
the  fir  ft  aft:  of  evangelical  obedience,  the  root  of  all 
other  graces,  and  the  principle  of  all  fuch  religious 
duties  as  God  will  ow  n  and  accept.  For  ‘  without 
faith  it  is  impoflible  to  pleafe  God/  Heb.  xi.  6. 
You  muft  i  live  in  the  Spirit/ before  you  can  *  walk 
in  the  Spirit- ? — Your  firft  btiiinefs  therefore  is,  not 
only  earntftly  xopray  to  God,  that  he  would  draw 
you  to  Chrift  :  but  you  muff  endeavor  to  look  to 
this  precious  Saviour,  as  to  a  fufiicient  fountain  of 
all  grace,  trufting  your  foul  in  his  hands,  with  en¬ 
couraging  hope  of  juftification  by  his  rjghteoufnefs, 
and  fanftification  by  his  Spirit.  If  your  faith  be  fin- 
cere,  you  thereby  lay  a  foundation  of  fpiritual  and 
acceptable  obedience  :  but  if  not,  the  heft  works 
that  you  can  perform,  w  ill  be  only  external,  hypo¬ 
critical,  legal,  and  flavifli  performances — You  mud 
therefore  be  brought  to  aft  faith  in  Chrift  for  boll- 
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nefs,  as  the  beginning  of  that  falvation  which  you 
nope  to  obtain  from  him.  You  are  not  to  look  up¬ 
on  a  life  of  hoiinefs  and  fpiritual  obedience,  as  the 
condition  of  your  falvation,  but  as  the  falvation  it- 
1  elf,  which  you  hope  for,  a&aally  begun  in  your 
lend  ;  and  you  have  as  much  warrant  from  the  in¬ 
vitations  and  proinifes  of  the  gofpel,  to  trull  in  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  for  this  renovation  of  your  nature 
by  his  Spirit,  as  for  the  juftiheation  of  your  perfou 
by  his  blood,  or  for  an  eternal  inheritance  with 
the  faints  hi  light.  And  you  mud  accordingly  de¬ 
pend  upon  him  for  it,  and  aft.  it  of  him  in  faith,  or 
never  obtain  it- 


A  ^ve  propofed  thefe  things  to  you,  upon  the 
atippo! ition  that  you  have  not  fatisfying  evidence's  of 
a  converted  llate.^Let  us  now  then  fuppoie  the 
cale  to  be  otherwife  ;  and  you  comfortably  perfuaded 
ithat  you  have  experienced  the  hapoy  change;  An 
humble  and  cheerful  dependence  upon  Chrift  for 
new  fupplies  of  grace,  mud  dill  be  the  fource  of 
yonr  prrfevering  obedience.  Go  on  then  to  truft 
hi  him  •;  and  you  will  find  that  be  will  not  y©ur 
expectations.  You  will  find,  that  his  grace  isfuf- 
pciciit  jor  you* 


Lot  do  not  deceive  yourfelf  with  an  imagination 
of  your  trading  in  Ohrid,  amidd  a  courfe  of  finfui 
negligence  and  inadlivity.  Remember,  that  good 
vjorhs  are  of  indifpeofible-  obligation,  and  of  a  bid- 
lure  neceiiity  in  the  refpecds.  before  mentioned. 
You  mud  not  only  trud  in  Chrift  to  fulfil  his  good 
pleafurfc  in  you  :  hut  you  rand  live  to  him ,  in' the 
exercife  of  that  grace  and  (Length,  which  you  de¬ 
rive  from  him — In  a  humble, confidence  in  hisfandi- 
fying  and  quickening  influences,  you  mud  u  take 
iieed  to  yourfelf,  and  keep  your  foul  with  all  dili¬ 
gence  f  you  mud  ice  to  it,  that  4  yo.ur  heart  be 
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right  with  God  that  you  1  delight  in  the  law  of 
the  Lord  after  the  inward  man  that  you  main¬ 
tain  a  ftrid  watch  ever  your  afFedions,  as  well  as 
converfation  ;  that  you  negled  no  known  duty,  to¬ 
ward  God  or  man  ;  that  you  carefully  improve 
your  time,  and  other  talents  committed  to  your 
truft  ;  and  endeavor,  in  a  conftant  courfe,  to  main* 
tain  a  holy,  humble,  fruitful,  thankful  life.  And 
remember,  that  one  inftance  of  good  works,  which 
God  requires  of  you,  is  a  daily  repentance  of  your 
finful  defeffs  ;  and  a  daily  mourning  after  a  further 
progrefs  in  holinefs.— After  an  efpoufal  to  Chrift  by 
faith,  this  is  the  way,  and  the  only  way  of  comfort 
here  and  happinefs  hereafter. 

That  I  might  fet  this  important  point  in  as  clear 
a  light  as  poffibie,  1  have  labored  to  reprefent  it  in 
different  views  ;  and  thereby  have  neceffarily  run 
into  fonie  repetitions,  for  which  I  depend  upon  your 
candor. — Now,  That  the  Lord  would  blefs  my  en¬ 
deavors  for  your  beft  good,  is  the  prayer  of, 

Sir, 

Your  &c* 

•  '  N  1  /  «  - 

LETTER  XVIL 

Wherein  the  Nature  of  the  Believers  Union  to  Chrift 
is  briefly  explained  and  the  Neceflity  of  it  ajfcrted 
and  defended \ 

S  I  R, 

IF  you  mean  no  more  by  your  “  ignorance  of  the 
nature  of  that  union  to  Chrift,  which  I  fo  often 
ment  oned/?  but  that  you  cannot  form  any  adequate 
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idea  of  this  incomprehenfible  mydery,  it  is  nothing 
wonderful.  There  are  multitudes  of  things,  whol  e 
exigence  you  are  mod  intimately  acquainted  with} 
yet  of  whofe  fpecial  manner  of  exidence  you  can 
have  no  idea. —  You  have  no  realoo  therefore  to 
doubt  of  the  believer’s  union  to  Chrift ,  becaufe  you 
do  not  underd'and  the  mode  of  it,  any  more  than 
you  have  to  doubt  of  the  union  of  your  own  foul  and 
body,  becaufe  you  do  not  underdand  the  mode  of  it. 
It  is  a  fufficient  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  this 
dottrine,  that  it  is  revealed  in  the  word  of  God .  It 
is  fufficient  for  our  prefent  imperfedt  date,  to  know 
ih  much  of  the  nature  of  this  union  as  God  has  been 

pleafedto  reveal  in  the  bleffed  Oracles  of  truth _ It 

is  your  miftake,  to  fuppofe,  that  “  our  divines  do 
but  occafionally  mention  this  dodtrine  ;  but  do  not 
pretend  to  explain  it.”  Numbers  of  divines  have 
written  well  upon  the  delightful  fubject  :  though,  I 
confefs,  it  is  too  little  conlidered  by  many  of  our 
practical  writers  (as  it  ought  to  be  confidered)  as 
being  the  foundation  of  both  our  practice  and  hope • 
Were  it  more  didinctly  conlidered,  more  particular¬ 
ly  explained,  and  more  frequently  indited  upon, 
improved,  and  applied,  both  from  the  pulpit  and 
the  prefs,  than  it  is,  it  would  be  a  probable  means 
to  check  the  growth  of  thole  dangerous  errors, 
which  prevail  among  us  ;  and  to  give  men  a  deep¬ 
er  fenfeof  the  neceflity  of  experimental  vital  piety, 
iu  order  to  a  well  grounded  hope  of  the  favor  of 
God  —  You  have  therefore  realbn  to  dedre  a  juft, 
plain,  and  familiar  view  of  this  doctrine. >9  And  I 
ilia  11  endeavor  according  to  your  defire,  in  as  plain 
and  eafy  a  manner  as  I  can,  to  give  a  brief  and  dif- 
tiudt  anfwer  to  your  fevers!  queltions. 


Your  firft  quedion  is,  “  What  is  the  nature  of 
that  union  to  thrift,  wliich  the  feriptures  fpeak  of ; 
and  w  hat  are  we  to  underdand  by  it  V} 
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In  anfwcr  to  this  cjueftion,  it  may  be  proper  In 
the  firft  place,  to  give  you  a  brief  view  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  representations  of  tW\s  union,  in  the  word  of  Gcci ; 
nnd  from  thence  proceed  to  take  fome  notice  of  the 
fpecial  nature  of  it,  as  it  is  reprefented  in  the  ferip- 
t  tires. 

It  is  fometimes  reprefented,  by  the  ftrongeft  ex- 
pi eftions  that  human  language  can  admit,  and  even 
compared  to  the  union  between  God  the  Father  and 
God  the  Son. — Thus,  John  xviii.  11,  21,  22,2^. 
*  Holy  Father,  keep  through  thine  own  name  thofe 
w  hom  thou  haft  given  me,  that  they  may  be  one,  as 
we  are. —  1  hat  they  all  may  be  one,  as  thou  Father 
m t  in  me,  and  I  in  thee,  that  they  alfo  may  be  one 
in  us — -That  they  may  be  one,  even  as  we  are  one. 
I  in  them,  and  thou  in  me,  that  they  may  be  made 
perfect  in  one.’ 

.  This  union  is  fometimes  reprefented  in  feripture 
loy  lively  metaphors  and  refemblances. 

It  is  compared  to  the  union  of  a  vine  and  its 
branches.  Thus,  John  xv.  4,  5.  ‘  Abide  in  me,  and 
1  m  you.  As  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  itfelf 
except  it  aoide  in  the  vine  :  no  more  can  ve,  except 
ye  abide  in  me.  I  am  the  vine,  and  ye  are  the 
branches.  He  that  abideth  in  me  and  1  in  him  the 

fame  bnngeth  forth  much  fruit :  for  without  me  v- 
can  do  nothing.’  _  '  J 

It  is  compared  to  the  union  of  our  meat  and  drink 
witn  our  bodies.  Thus,  John  vi.  56,  57.  ‘  He  that 
eateth  toy  ueih  and  drinketh  my  blood,  dwelleth  in 
me,  and  m  him.  As  the  living  Father  hath  fent 

™e’  a"d  I  hr*  hy  lLhe  Father  ;  fo  he  that  eateth  me, 
€\en  he  fhall  live  by  me.’  * 

E  e 
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It  is  frequently  compared  to  the  union  of  the  body 
to  the  head.  Thus,  Eph.  iv.  15,  16.  ‘  But  fpeak- 

hig  the  truth  in  love,  may  grow  up  into  him  in  all 
things,  \\  Inch  is  the  head,  even  Chrilt  ;  from  whom 
the  whole  body  fitly  joined  together,  and  compared 
by  that  which  every  joint  fupplieth,  according  to 
the  effectual  working  in  the  meafure  of  every  part, 
maketh  increafe  of  the  body,  unto  the  edifying  itfelf 
in  love-’ 

/ 

.  is  feme  times  compared  to  the  conjugal  unhn* 
1  bus,  Eph.  v.  23,  30.  ‘  For  the  hufband  is  the  head 
of  the  wife,  even  as  Chrid  is  the  head  of  the  church, 
and  he  is  the  faviour  of  the  body. — For  we  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  body,  of  Ins  flefli  and  of  his  bones.  Rom* 
vii.  4,  Wherefore  my  brethren,  ye  alfosre  become 
dead  to  the  law  by  the  body  of  Chriil,  that  ye  ihould 
be  married  to  another,  even  to  him  who  is  railed 
from  the  dead,  that  we  Ihould  bring  forth  fruit  unto 
God.’ 

It  is  likewife  compared  to  the  union  of  a  building, 
\\ hereof  Chrid  is  coplidered  as  the  foundation  of 
chief  corner  done.  Thus,  1  Pet.  ii.  4,  5,  6.  ‘  To 

whom  coining  as  unto  a  living  done,  dilallowed  in¬ 
deed  of  men,  but  chofen  of  God  and  precious,  ye  al- 
fo  are  built  up  a  fpi ritual  houfe,  a  holy  pried hcod, 
to  offer  up  fpiritual  facrifices,  acceptable  to  God  bv 
Telus  Chrid.  Wherefore  alfo  it  is  contained  in  the 
icripture,  Behold,  l  lay  in  Zion,  a  chief  corner-done, 
el  eel,  precious.* 

I  might  add,  that  this  union  is  fometimes  repre^ 
fented  in  fu  ipmre  by  an  identity  or  famenefs  of  fpi- 
rit.  rriius,  t  Cor.  vi.  17.  4  He  that  is  joined  unto 
the  Lord  is  one  fpirit/ 

It  is  Id  me  times  represented  by  an  identity  of  body. 
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Thus,  i  Cor.  xii.  12,  27*  c  For  as  the  body  is  oneb 
anti  hath  many  members  ;  and  all  the  members  of 
that  body  being  many,  are  one  body  ;  i'o  alfo  is 
Chrift. — Now  ye  are  the  body  of  Chrift,  and  mem- 
be  r  s  in  par  t  icul  ar. ’ 

It  is  alfo  reprefented  by  ad  id-entity  of  intereft* 
Mat.  xxv.  40.  ‘  Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  inafmuch 

as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  lead  of  thele  my 
brethren,  ye  have  done  it  untome.’’ — C h r ill  and  be¬ 
lievers  have  one  common  Father.  John  xx.  17.  1  I 
afcend  unto  my  Father,  and  yonr  Father  ;  and  to 
my  God,  and  your  God.’  They  have  one  common 
inheritance.  Rom.  viii.  17.  1  Heirs  of  God,  and 
joint-heirs  with  Chrift.’  And  they  have  one  com¬ 
mon  place  of  eternal  refidence.  John  xiv.  3.  ‘And 
if  I  go  and  prepare  a  place  for  you,  1  will  come  a- 
gain,  and  receive  you  unto  my fdf,  that  where  .1  any, 
there  ye  may  be  alfo.-’ 

From  this  brief  and  general  view  of  the  feriptur- 
H  representations  of  our  union  with  Chrift,  i  now 
proceed  to  confider,  fomfething  dift-in&ly,  what  is  the 
fpecial  nature  of  this  union,  and  w  hat  we  are  to  un¬ 
der!:  and  by  it.  Now  it  may  not  he  improper,  in  the 
fird  place,  to  confider  it  negatively,  and  fay  what  it 
is  tiat,  before  I  enter  upon  an  affirmative  explication 
and  illuftration  of  it. 

I  need  not  take  any  pains  to  convince  you,  that 
this  union  is  not  an  elfential  or  psrfonal  union. — The 
unhn  of  the  Trinity  in  the  Godhead,  is  ejlential 
I  he  union  of  the  divine  and  human  nature  in  Chrift 
is  perfonah  But  it  were  blafphe.nw,  to  fuppofe  ei« 
tner  of  thefe  kinds  of  union  y  in  the  cafe  before  us. — 
Should  we  fuppofe  the  former,  we  ffiould  attribute 
divine  perfection  to  ourfelves.  Should  we  fuppofe 
i£.lig  latter,  we  ihould  make  ourfelves  joint- mediators 
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of  the  covenant,  with  the  glorious  Redeemer.  Ei- 
ther  of  which  are  too  horibly  profane,  to  find  any 
ad  million  into  our  minds — Though  Chrift  and  be- 
lie  vers  are  one,  as  he  and  the  Father  are  one,  this  is 
to  c  undet  flood  with  reipedl  to  the  relemblance 
t  teie  is,  in  point  of  reality  and  nearnefs  of  union  • 
and  not  with  refpeft  to  the  nature  and  kind  of  it. 


It  is  likewise  unnecefTary  to  endeavor  to  prove  tc 
you,  that  this  union  is  not  of  the  fame  kind  witl 
thole  natural  and  local  unions,  with  which  we  areao 
quainted.  Though  the  word  union  is  apt  to  carr> 
away  our  minds  into  an  imagination  of  a  contadl. 
mixture,  inhelion,  or  the  like,  we  are  to  remember 
tiiat  thele  are  too  grofs  and  low  conceptions  of  this 
afton idling  myflery,  to  be  entertained  by  us.  We 
are  to  remember,  that  our  union  is  to  him,  who  is  by 
the  right  hand  of  God  exalted ,  ami  who  is  fat  down  on 
the  right  hand  of  the  Mafejiy  on  high. 


Thefe  things  need  not  be  infilled  unon  ;  the  mere 
propofing  of  them  compels  your  aflent.  But  it 
(eems  there  is  another  thing  requires  more  partial- 
hir  confideration,  which  is,  that  the  union  I  am  treat¬ 
ing  or,  is  not  to  be  confidered  as  a  mer  e  civil  or  po¬ 
litical  union.  —  1 1  is  through  want  of  a  right  view  of 
this  gofpcl-my  fiery,  that  you  tell  me,  “  You  can 
underfland  no  more  by  our  being  united  to  C  hr  iff, 
than  a  near  relation  to  him  as  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
and  "  if  there  be  any  more  implied  in  it,  than  a  re¬ 
lative  and  political  union  (you  c onfefs)  you  have  no 
idea  of  it.7’ — I  hope  fir,  your  internal  experience  has 
in  this  cafe  gone  beyond  your  fpeculation  :  Your 
hate,  I  think,  mull  otherwife  be  rnoft  dangerous  and 
miferable.  If  you’ll  view  the  fcriptural  reprefentn- 
tions,  which  I  have  already  given  of  this  matter, 
you  mu  ft  fee,  that  there  is ’much  more  than  a  mere 
relative,  civil,  or  political  union,  implied  in  thefe  em- 
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iphatical  eKpreffions,  of  being  eve  with  drift ,  as  he 
is  one  with  the  Father  ;  ^abiding  in  him  and  he  in  us  ; 
■of  being  united  as  the  vine  and  the  branches  ■;  of  be¬ 
ing  fo  joined  to  the  Lord ,  as  to  be  one  Spirit  with  hi;n  ; 
.of  being  the  body  of  Chrift  and  members  in  particular  ; 
with  others  of  the  like  nature-  It  is  iinpoflible  to 
give  any  rational  condrudioh  of  thele  and  the  like 
paffages  of  Scripture,  upon  the  iuppofnion  of  a 
mere  political  union. — And  you  mud  acknowledge, 
that  a  political  or  relative  .union  is  not  peculiar  to 
believers.  -*  All  power  is  given  to  Chrid  both  in 
heaven  and  earth.’  Angels,  men,  and  devils  are  in 
this  fenfe  united  under  the  kingdom  and  government 
>of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrid  ;  and  ihall  accordingly  be 
all  accountable  to  him  in  the  day  of  retribution. — - 
This  therefore. cannot  be  the  meaning  of  the  union 
in  quedion. 

I  (hall  now  proceed  to  condder  affirmatively  .(ac¬ 
cording  to  the  light  given  us  in  the  icripture)  what 
the  nature  of  this  union  is.  And  here, 

I.  It  mud  be  confidered  as  a  ?nyfticahin\on»  This 
(fays  the  apodle)  is  a  great  myftery ,  Eph.  v.  3-2.  So 
great,  as  to  admit  of  no  clear  and  full  illudration, 
at  lead  in  this  imperfeft  date.  From  whence  we 
have  a  further  evidence,  that  it  is  not  a  mere  rela¬ 
tive  and  political  union ,  in  which  there  is  nothing 
myderious,  nothing  but  what  is  familiar  and  eafy 
enough  to  be  underdood  ;  .while  the  uritm  .under 
confideration,  is  altogether  incomprehenfible.- — The 
reality  and  certainty  of  this  union  is. clearly  revealed, 
and  the  blefied  efte<ds  of  it  are  experienced  by  all 
the  children  of  God  :  but  the  manner  of  it  (like  the 
divine  perfon,  .God  incarnate,  to  whom  we  are 
united)  is  not  only  above  our  knowledge,  but  above 
our  fearch  and  enquiry.  This  may  perhaps  be  mat- 
ler  of  prejudice  in  the  minds  of  feme,  agaiud  the 

E  e  2 
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SSible^h?  G  ‘hat  ic  is  ^ratable  and  unin. 

modimn '  bu  the  ame  objeaion  lies  againft  the 

eVen  ‘7,  W  ?  of  °,,r  faith  and  bV  5  and 

<lom  nf'  n  t  many  unt)oubted  certainties  in  the  king- 
Uo  n  of  nature  as  well  as  of  grace.  There  is  the 

r  '  in  l0n;O.,dOl,bt  °f  t!l€  unwn  of  tbe  three  Per- 

«ns  in  .he  Godhead,  of  the  union  of  the  divine  and 

“7"  nat"re*  »?  lhe  Perfon  of  the  Son  of  God, 
w'  ,lhe  um9n  of  own  fouls  and  bodies _ 

cannier  rea(on  t0  be|ieve,  what  our  reafon 
•  1  ^a,ch  out,  nor  inquire  into  :  And  when  that 

a.  e  c  ,  ;  tne  more  myiterious  and  unfearchable  is 
modQS  °/  ar-y  tiling,  which  God  hath  revealed, 
.he  more  it  inould  be  thefubjeft  of  our  acknowledg¬ 
ment  and  admiration.  Thus  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
ecau  e  this  /j-  the  Lord's  doing  and  marvellous  in  our 
(yes  ,-  therefore  fhould  we  adore  the  wonderful  dif- 
P  dilation  of  grace,  and  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it. 

2-  I  niuft  aiio  obferve  to  you, that  this  is  a  fpirit- 
r<:>  union.  Such  an  union  whereby  being  joined  to 
tee  Lord  vie  are  one  fpirit  with  him,  1  Cor.  vi.  17. 

winch  we  may  under  (land,  that  believers  par- 
fa  c  r^e  ^arne  divine  Spirit,  and  the  fame  divine 
influences  and  operations,  with  our  bleffed  Media¬ 
tor  and  Mailer  :  This  difference  being  excepted, 
Uiai  we  have  only  lower  degrees  of  the  divine  com¬ 
munications  ;  ‘  but  to  him  God  giveth  not  the  fpi- 
t  it  by  meal  lire. J  We  partake  of  the  rays  ;  he  of 
the  lull  fun  of  divine  light  and  grace  :  and  in  him 
at  e  ail  the  treufur-.es  or  grace,  as  in  the  repofitoiy 
or  fountain  from  whence  we  derive  thofe  fupplies 
winch  we  are  partakers  of.  The  blefled  fpirit,  who 
yin  Chrid  an  infinite  fountain  of  all  grace,  commu¬ 
nicates  lome  emanations  of  the  fame  grace  to  us, 
whereby  we  are  (though  in  a  low  and  imperfect 
degree)  conformed  to  the  divine  will,  made  par - 
takers  of  the  divine  nature ,  have  Clrlji  dwelling  in 


tts,  and  we  in  him — I  confefs,  I  am  afraid,  in  thfe 
myfterious  depth  of  divine  wifdom  and  grace,  of 
<  darkening  counfel  by  words  without  knowledge.* 

I  lhall  therefore  not  adventure  to  inquire  into  the 
modality  of  this  unity  of  Spirit  in  Chrill  and  believ¬ 
ers  ;  but  only  endeavour  to  conlider  it  in  a  icriptu- 
ral  and  practical  light  :  in  fuch  a  light,  as  it  is  ne- 
cefary  it  fhould  be  confidered  and  underftood,  by 
all  that  would  obtain  a  fure  foundation  of  hope, 
and.  needed  fupplies  of  grace  and  ftrength,  for  a 
holy  and  fpiritual  walk  with  God- 

Let  it  then  be  fhrft  obferved,  that  by  this  union 
believers  have  all  needful  fupplies  of  grace  treafured 
up  for  them  in  Chrtfh  In  which  refped,  it  is  faid, 

6  All  ihings  are  theirs  :  for  they  are  Chidft’s ;  and 
Chrift  is  God’s.’  i  Cor.  iii-  2 1,  23.  6  In  C brill  are 

hid  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge  : 
and  we  are  complete  in  him,  who  is  the  head  of 
ail  principality  and  power.’  Col.  ii.  3,  iq.  By 
which  means  believers  are  *  blelfed  with  all  fpiritu* 
al  bleflings  in  heavenly  places  IN  Chrift.’  Eph.  i.  3. 
And  Cbrift  is  made  of  God  unto  them  wifdom, 
and  righteoufnefs,  and  fan  fti  neat  ion,  and  redemp¬ 
tion. ’  1  Cor.  i.  30. — By  thefe  and  other  like  texts 

of  feripture,  believers  have  matter  of  great  confola- 
tJon,  even  in  their  lharpeil  temptations  and  lowell 
frames  ;  in  that  how  dead  foever  their  affe&ions 
may  be,  and  how  dark  foever  their  circunrftantes 
may  appear,  they  have  an  in exh audible  fountain  of 
grace  treafured  up  for  them  in  Chrill  ;  and  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  their  union  to  him,  they  have  an  intereft  in 
his  perfon,  they  have  an  intereft  in  his  graces,  and 
are  iecure  of  all  necelTary  communications  of  grace 
as  he  lhall  fee  their  cafe  require.  The  believer’s  * 
refugo  therefore,  in  all  his  trials,  in  all  his  prevail¬ 
ing  darknefs,  deadnefs,  temptation  and  imperfection, 
js>to  a&  faith  in  Chrift,  for  grace  to  help  in  time  of 
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ffet  Ttore  U  a  fufficient  flock  laid  up  for  him  m 
he  hamis  of  Chnft  ;  and  if  he  will  reach  forth  the 

•Td  °f  rhnJ°n1,  and  a  bcIievi” g  view  of  the 
ju In cis  of  Chnft  be  ready  to  receive,  he  /hall  fure- 

''V  then  ‘  g™<*  of  C brill  fufEcient  for  him  •’ 
.and  the  flrength  of  Chrift  made  perfed  in  his 
weaknefs.’  If  he  will  ‘  eat  Chrfft'sflefh  and  drink 
ms  blood/ that  is,  if  he  will  exercife  a  lively  faith 

u  by  virtue  of  this  communication  of 

the  fpnrit  of  grace,  ‘  dwell  in  Chrift  and  Chrift  in 
him. 7  John  vi.  56, 


Hence  alfo  believers  by  being  joined  to  the  Lord 
Mre  one  Spirit  with  him  in  another  refped.  They 
*  have  the  fame  mind  in  them,  that  is  in  Chrift  Je~ 
fus.>— They  have  the  intereft  of  the  redeemers 
ikingdom  at  heart,  as  their  own  intereft.  They  have 
their  wills  in  feme  meafure  fubjeded  to  the  will  of 
Chrift.  i  hey  who  abide  in  him,  do  carefully  en¬ 
deavour  to  walk  even  as  he  walked,  to  make  him 
their  exemplar,  in  the  regulation  of  their  afledions, 
appetites,  pauions,  and  of  their  whole  condud  and 
converfation  ;  in  their  aims,  defires,  delights,  love 
to,  and  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  God  ;  in  love  to  the 
brethren,  and  in  their  diligence  and  adivity  in  do¬ 
ing  the  work  he  has  appointed  diem,  while  it  is 
day. — 6  He  that  thus  keepeth  his  commandments^ 
dwelleth  in  Chrift  and  Chrift  in  him  :  and  hereby 
we  know  that  he  abidethin  us;iby  the  fpirit  which  he 
hath  given  us/  1  John  iii.  24.  ”  But,  ‘  he  that  hath 
not  thus  the  fpinc  of  Chrift,  is  none  of  his,7  Rom» 
viii.  9. 


And  hence  believers  fhall  finally  be  perfected, 
'when  they  come  to  receive  the  full  communications 
<of  his  grace,  in  the  future  world.  It  is  by  their 
union  to  Chrift,  and  fupplies  derived  from  the  ful- 
riiiefs  which  is  in  hnn;  that  glormed  faints  attain  to 
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the  perfection  of  knowledge  and  grace.  By  this 
are  they  perfectly  delivered  from  all  remainders  of 
fin  and  corruption  :  By  this  are  all  the  powers  and 
faculties  of  their  fouls  brought  into  a  glorious  con¬ 
formity  unto  Chrift  himfelf,  that  ‘  they  (hall  be  like 
him,  when  they  fee  him  as  he  is  and  by  this  they 
are  completely  qualified  for  the  ravifhing  joys  of  the 
heavenly  date  ;  and  the  eternal  praifes  of  redeeming 
love.  1  In  the  difpenfation  of  the  fulnefs  of  times, 
God  will  gather  together  in  one,  all  things  in  Chrift, 
both  which  are  in  heaven,  and  which  are  in  earth, 
even  in  him.  That  we  lhould  be  to  the  praife  of 
his  glory,  who  fir  ft  tr  ufted  in  Chrift/  Eph.  i.  io, 
12 — (  I  in  them,  and  thou  in  me,  that  they  may  be 
made  perfeCl  in  one. — Father,  1  will,  that  they  alfo 
whom  thou  haft  given  me,  be  with  me  where  I  am, 
that  they  may  behold  rny  glory,  which  thou  haft 
given  me/  John  xvii.  23,  24. 

Here,  fir,  it  will  be  proper  to  make  a  paufe  ;  and 
to  confider  this  with  a  fpecial  application  to  your 
own  ftate.  It  is  proper  to  confider  where  it  is.  that 
you  are  looking  for  fupplies  of  grace  ;  to  your  own 
good  purpofes  and  endeavours,  to  your  prayers, 
meditations,  good  afteftions,  and  refolutions ;  or 
to  this  inexhauftible  treafury  of  grace,  that  there 
is  in  Chrift,  to  be  obtained  by  the  renewed  exer- 
cife  of  faith  in  him.  It  is  proper  to  confider, 
whether  you  are  indeed  joined  to  the  Lord  ;  and  have 
one  Spirit  with  him .  Whether  you  have  a  fenfible 
experience  of  the  bleffed  operations  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  divorcing  you  from  your  idols,  mortifying 
your  corrupt  appetites  and  paflions,  quickening  your 
graces  ;  and  inflaming  your  affe&ions  to  God  and 
godlinefs.  At  leaft,  whether  you  are  groaning  un¬ 
der  the  burden  of  your  imperfe&ions  ;  and  groan¬ 
ing  after  the  quickening  influence  of  the  divine 
Spirit  in  your  foul  to  bring  and  keep  you  nearer  to 
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God  and  whether  the  Spirit  doss  thus  help  vm 
infirmities,  -with  groanings  that  cannot  he  utter  ed¬ 
it  is  proper  to  confider,  whether  you  have  the  ev 
dence  of  your  union  to  Chrift,  by  your  being  a  par 
*  j  °fthe  inline  nature,  by  your  fteady  defire  an 
endeavour  of  conformity  and  fubjection  to  the  di 
vine  will,  by  your  having  the  intereft  of  the  Re 
tleemer’s 'kingdom  at  heart,  snd  by  keeping  you 
eye  upon  his  glorious  example,  that  you  may  follow 
his  iteps  ;  and  whether  you  are  ftill  looking  to  hire 
by  faith,  for  his  quickening  influences,  and  for  at 
intereft  in  his  interceftion,  whenToever  you  fine 
vourfelf  come  fhort  in  thefe  attainments.  You  wif 
pardon  this  digreflion,  when  you  confider  by  what 
motive  it  is  occafioned.  You  will  remember,  that 
lam  not  explaining  this  fundamental  principle  of 
Chnft.amty,  as  a  tneer  matter  o f  [peculation,  or  te 
■entertain  your  curiofity  ;  but  that  you  may  know 
v\hat  is  the  hope  of  your  calling ,  what  the  foundati¬ 
on  of  yout  confidence  j  and  where  the  returns  are 
to  be  made  for  all  your  experience  of  grace  and 
off*  Blit  it  is  time  I  lliould  proceed  to  fonie  further 
defeription  of  the  nature  of  that  union  to  Chrift  un¬ 
der  confederation.  I  /hail  but  briefly  hint  a  few 
particulars  more. 

'  i  ,*>  ‘ 

3*  Then  there  is  fuch  an  union  between  Chrift 
^nd  believers,  whereby  -the  whole  church  becomes 
the  body  of  Chrift  ;  and  all  true  believers  are  mem - 
ders  in  particular — ‘  lie  is  given  to  be  head  overall 
things  to  his  church,  which  is  his  body,  the  fullnefe 
of  him  that  filieth  all  in  all/  Eph.  i.  22,  23.  i  Now 
ye  are  the  body  of  Chrift,  and  members  in  particu- 
1  ir,  1  Cor.  xiii.  27*  6  Cff  w  hom  the  whole  family  in 

Heaven  and  Earth  is  named/  Eph.  iii.  j 5 _ The 

whole  church,  whether  militant  or  triumphant,  are 
by  their  union  to  Chrift  one  church,  one  family,  and 
mic  body,  whereof  Chrift  Jbuufelf  is  the  heath  The 
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family  in  Heaven  indeed,  as  adult  children,  have 
their  inheritance  in  pofteffion,  while  the  family  on 
earth  as  minors  in  their  non- age,  have  only  neceffary 
fupplies  for  their  fupport,  comfort  and  growth,  un¬ 
til  they  come  unto  1  a  perfect  man,  unto  the  meafure 
of  the  ftature  of  the  fulnefs  of  Chrift.’  But  then  the 
fulnefsofthe  glory  in  the  one,  and  the  gradual  pro- 
grefs  of  grace  in  the  other,  are  both  the  product  of 
their  union  to  Chrift.  And  as  the  whole  church  is 
the  body  of  Chrift,  fo  each  particular  believer  is  a 
member  of  that  body  ;  and  Lath  both  his  body  and 
foul  united  unto  the  perfon  of  Chrift  ;  by  an  union 
that  can  never  be  difTolved,  by  an  union  that  will  not 
only  coutinue  with  the  foul,  in  its  feparate  and  inter¬ 
mediate  ftate  :  but  will  alfo  continue  with  the  body, 
in  its  ftate  of  difTolution,  whereby  its  glorious  refur- 
reftion  and  final  renovation  will  be  iecured  ;  and 

‘  them  which  deep  in  Jefns,  will  God  bring  with 
him.* 

4*  This  union  is  fuch,  that  C  hr  iff  and  believers 
hive  one  common  intereJh  —  \  have  hinted  at  this  be¬ 
fore  ;  but  it  requires  fome  more  particular  illuftra- 
tion.  It  Oiould  then  be  obferved,  that  in  the  great 
defig  n  of  reconciling  tinners  to  God,  and  preparing 
a  cholen  number  for  eternal  glory,  Chrift  and  the 
church  wet e  one  myftical  perlon  :  fo  one,  that 
what  he  did  was  imputed  to  them,  as  if  done  by 
them  ;  and  what  they  deferred  was  imputed  fo  him, 
as  if  he  had  been  perfonally  obnoxious. — -.Thus  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  called  The  LORD  OUR 
RICH  I  EOUSK'ESS,  Jer.  xxiii.  6.  And  the  church 
by  virtue  of  this  union  to  Chrift,  is  confidered  as  the 
tame  perfon,  and  has  the  fame  characters  aferibed  to 
her.  This  is  the  name  wherewith  SHE  ft  all  be 
called,  T  he  Lord  our  Righteoufnefs.’  Jer.  xxxiii. 

1 6.  — I  his  indentity  of  perfon  was  founded  on  tho 
eternal  covenant  of  redemption.  The  Lord  Jefu’s 
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Chrifl  ^ fa*? ordained,  to  the  office  and  work  of  z 
Saviour  and  Mediator,  before  the  foundation  of  tht 
"fwld,  1  Pet.  i.  29.  And  ‘  we  were  chofenin  him, 
Defoie  the  foundation  of  the  world  •  and  predeflina< 
ted  unto  the  adoption  of  children  by  him  Ant 
thus  ‘  we  become  accepted  jn  the  beloved/  Eph.  i 
4 y  5>  And  as  he  was  foreordained  to  the  worl 

and  office  of  a  Redeemer,  fo  like  wife  to  all  that  grace  J 
righteoufnels,  flrength,  and  glory  required  thereun¬ 
to  ;  not  only  to  that  which  was  peculiar  to  himfelf  • 
but  to  that  aifo,  which  was  needful  to  be  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  church,  and  to  all  that  fhould  ever  be- 
lieve  on  him,  in  their  fhte  of  probation  here,  or 
pei  fedbon  hereafter.-— And  on  the  other  hand,  as 
believers  were  chofen  in  him,  fo  they  were  chofen 
to  be  partakers  with  him,  in  that  common  fleck  or 
depofitum  committed  to  him,  for  both  their  prefen t 
and  eternal  interrfl:  and  happinefs — Thus  the  obe¬ 
dience  of  our  Lord  Jelus  Chrifl  becomes  our  right- 
eoufnefs,  his  fufferings  our  atonement  ;  and  he  is  a 
fountain  opened,  for  all  fupplies  of  grace,  upon  our 
union  to  him  by  faith.  ‘  He  bore  our  fins  in  his  own 
body,  on  the  tree/  1  Pet.  ii.  24.  And  ‘  we  are 
complete  in  him/  Col*  ii.  ic.  Thus  likewife,  the 
believer’s  fufferings  in  his  caufe,  are  the  fuffer- 
ings  of  Chrift,  Col.  i.  24 — In  all  'their  affiic- 
tions,  he  is  afili&ed/  Ifa.  lxiii.  9.  The  believer’s 
graces  are  the  graces  of  Chrifl,  owned  by  and  deriv¬ 
ed  from  him  ;  and  ‘  of  his  fulnefs  they  all  receive, 
and  grace  for  grace/ John  i.  16.  And  the  beliver’s 
good  ‘  converfation  is  in  Chrifl/  1  Pet.  iii.  16.  Jn 
fine,  the  whole  interefi  of  the  church  is  the  interelf 
of  Chrifl,  and  is  by  him  taken  care  of,  and  provided 
for  as  his  own  :  and  the  whole  interefl  of  Chrifl  is 
the  interefl  of  the  church  ;  and  the  believer  is  molt 
nearly  ajfVfted  with  the  intereft  of  Chrifl’s  kingdom, 
as  what  uioft  nearly  concerns  him. —  T  hus  is  the 
church  united  to  Chrifl ;  and  thus  has  he  i  graven 


[  359 


her  upon  the  palms  of  his  hands,  and  her  walls  art. 
continually  before  him.’ 

5.  The  union  between  Chrift  and  believers  is  fuch 
as  that  they  have  thereby  one  common  relation .  He 
is  their  ever l aj ling  Father  y  their  head,  their  b ufhand, 
their  brother,  their  friend ,  theirs  by  all  relations  of 
neare-ft  intimacy.  His  Father  is  their  Father,  bis 
brethren  are  their  brethren,  and  his  God  is  their 
God.  (  Go  to  my  brethren,  and  Gy  to  them,  I 
afeend  unto  my  Father  and  your  Father,  and  to  nvy 
God  and  your  God/  Johnxx.  17. — 1  hus  are  be¬ 
lievers  di'itinguifted  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  dig¬ 
nified  and  exalted  above  all  thofe  who  are  efteemed 
great  and  honourable  among  men,  by  their  near  re¬ 
lation  to  him  who  is  higher  than  the  higheft ,  and  is  the 
Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth . 

6.  The  union  between  Chrift  and  believers  is 
fuch,  that  they  have  thereby  one  common  inheri¬ 
tance.  They  being  ‘  children,  are  heirs,  heirs  of 
God,  and  joint-heirs  of  Chrift/  Rom.  viii.  7.  ‘  And 
if  I  go,  (fays  the  blelTed  Saviour,)  and  prepare  a 
place  for  you,  I  will  come  again  and  receive  you  un¬ 
to  myfelf,  that  where  I  am  ye  may  be  alfo/  John 
xiv.  3.  There  is  nothing  can  break  the  band  of  un¬ 
ion  between  Chrift  and  believers :  the  union  will  not 
bediffolved,  but  perfected  by  death.  e  Neither  death 
nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers, 
nor  things  prefen  t,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  heighth, 
nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  fhall  be  able  to  fe- 
parate  us  from  the  love  of  God, which  ism  Chriftjefus 
our  Lord  /  Rom.  viii.  38,  39.  This  is  the  hope  of 
their  calling.  This  the  inheritance  of  the  faints,  that 
when  they  have  a  little  longer  ftruggled  with  the 
temptations  and  imperfe&ions,  diftrefles  and  calami¬ 
ties  of  this  militant  ftate,  they  lhall  arrive  fafe  to  the 
end  of  their  defires  and  hopes ;  and  be  ever  with  the 
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Lord*  They  fhad  be  like  to  Chrift,  when  they  fee 
hull  ns  he  is*  1  hey  ihall  dwell  in  his  prefence  ;  and 
partake  of  the  joys  at  his  right  hand  for  evermore. 

Thus  I  have  given  yon  a  very  brief  and  general 
vie  w  of  the  believer’s  union  to  Chrid,  according  to 
me  reprefentation  of  it  in  the  fcriprures ;  and  am 
now  prepared  to  anfwer  your  fecond  quedion. 

You  next  inquire,  “  How  this  union  is  effected 
and  accompUJhed  P 

To  this  it  is  a  fufficient  anfwer,  that  this  union  is 
accompli  filed  by  the  omnipotent  agency  of  the  Spirit 
of  God,  as  the  author  and  efficient  :  and  by  faith , 
as  the  bond  of  union . — Vain  therefore  are  their  pre¬ 
tence*,  and  they  have  but  a  delufive  and  dedruftive 
hope,  who  afcribe  all  the  change  in  converfion,  to 
mecr  moral  fuafion  ;  or  to  the  exercife  of  our  own 
natural  powers  or  endeavours  only.  It  is  beyond 
the  power  of  men  or  means,  to  perfuade  a  (inner  in¬ 
to  this  drift  and  intimate  union  with  Chrid.  It  in¬ 
finitely  exceeds  the  capacity  af  any  fuch  {inful  worms 
as  we  are,  to  make  ourfelves  one  with  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrid,  ‘  as  the  Father  and  he  are  one.’  No  !  ‘We 
dwell  in  him  and  he  in  us,  becaufe  he  hath  given  us 
of  his  Spirit,’  i  John  iv.  13.  And  ‘  by  one  fpirit 
we  are  all  baptized  into  one  body,’  1  Cor.  xii.  13.*— 
Vain  like  wife  is  the  pretence  of  an  eternal  union  to 
Chrid,  or  of  an  union  to  him,  from  the  time  of  his 
palfion,  or  of  his  finifliing  the  work  of  cur  redemp¬ 
tion.  For  it  is  to  them ,  and  none  but  them,  *  who 
receive  him  and  believe  on  his  name,  that  he  gives 
power  to  become  the  tons  of  God,’  John  i.  12*  And 
*  Chrid  dwells  in  our  hearts  by  faith,’  Eph.  iii.  17. 
— The  [defied  Spirit  finning  with  a  ray  of  divine  light 
into  the  foul  of  a  tinner,  thereby  difeovers  to  him  his 
own  mifery  and  impotence  ;  and  thews  him  the  fid' 
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nefs  pnd  excellency  of  Chrift,  the  freenefs  of  the 
gofpel-offer,  the  faithfulnefs  of  the  promifes ;  and 
the  readinefs  of  this  precious  Saviour  to  accept  and 
fave  fuch  guilty  perifhing  fmners  as  he  is.  This 
divine  light  enkindles  the  (inner’s  defires  after 
Chrift,  reprefents  him  worthy  to  be  chofen  and 
trufted  ;  by  which  his  will  is  brought  into  a  hearty 
compliance  with  the  gofpel-offer.  Thus  this  admi¬ 
rable  union  is  accompliihed.  Thus  by  the  omnipo¬ 
tent  power  of  divine  grace,  the  (inner  is  drawn  to 
Chrift  and  made  one  with  him,  in  a  way  mo  ft  agree¬ 
able  and  delightful  to  himfelf,  with  the  concurring 

ad  of  his  own  will ;  and  with  his  full  and  free  con- 
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lent  and  choice. 

I  now  proceed  unto  your  third  queftion  ;  “  Of 
what  neceflky  or  ufefulnefs  unto  practical godlinefs , 
i%  k,  that  we  ihould  have  a  juft  acquaintance  with 
th  s  dodrine  of  our  union  to  Jefus  Chrift 

In  anfwer  to  this,  I  muff  obfcrve,  that  I  have  al¬ 
ready  fomething  anticipated  this  enquiry.  You  may 
perceive  by  what  has  been  already  fail!  upon  this 
fubjed,  that  it  is  not  a  point  of  mere  unneceffary  (pe¬ 
culation,  of  no  ufe  or  influence  upon  pradical  and 
vital  religon. — And  i  would  now  endeavour  to  fhew 
you,  that  this  is  the  foundation  of  all  pradical  godii- 
ntfs  ;  and  that  it  is  from  ignorance  of,  or  inatten¬ 
tion  to  this  foundation  or  our  pradicc  and  hope,  that 
fo  many  dangerous  errors  have  obtained  in  the 
Cm  iftian  church.  kins  may  be  reprcfented  to  yon 
in  the  fir  ft  place,  by  confidering  this  matter  wirh  a 
fpecial  application  to  the  fubjed,  upon  which  1  have 
lately  written  fo  particularly  and  largely  to  you. 

I  am  fir  ft  then  to  !W  you,  that  our  juft  Station 
before  God  does  neceffarily  and  iinmedia'ejy  defend 
upon  our  vital  union  to  Jclus  Chrift.  it  moft  be  con- 


r 

j 


1 


feliCu  by  all  men,  \v  ho  know  any  thing  of  human  tm- 
Hire,  and  have  any  belief  of  a  divine  revelation,  that 
vie' have  all  j nine  d  ;  and  that  we  are  ail  become  guilty 
before  God*  And  which  way  (hall  guilty  Tinners  be  re¬ 
conciled  to  God  ? —  This,  fir,  is  the  moil  important 
concern  in  the  World-  Conlidcr  the  quellion,  with 
an  attention  worthy  of  its  infinite  canfequence*  — 
Can  you  quiet  your  coijfcience,  with  hopes  of  ap.« 
pealing  the  divin^juSice  by  your  reformations,  good 
endeavours,  or  duties  ?  Alas  !  they  are  all  fo  defec¬ 
tive  and  iirful,  that  the  iniquity  of  your  holy  things 
will  greatly  in  create  the  ft  ore  *,  and  add  to  the 
weight  pf  your  guilt — -Will  you  flatter  your  hopes, 
from  the  me  icy  and  good  nc  Is  of  the  divine  nature  ? 
But  what  claim  can  you  have  to  mercy,  when  open 
to  the  inexorable  demands  of  j.ultiqe  l-rDo  you 
peel  acceptance  with  God  upon  Chrifl’s  accot 
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jnaucy  ^u,.  ^ v/v,  upon  Chrift’s  account? 
This  is  indeed  a  fare  foundation  of  hope,  for  all  who 
are  interelied  in  Chrilt  anti  united  to  him.  -But 
what. pretence  can  you  make  to  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Clir  ill  and  the  benefits  of  his  redemption,  if  you  have 
no  interefl  in  him  ;  or  in  any  of  his  faying  benefits. 
If  you  have  an  in  ter  eft  in  him,  you  are  united  to 
him,  as  I  have  already  demonflrated.  If  you  have 
not  an  interefl  in  him,  you  have  no  plea  to  make  for 
juftification  and  acceptance  with  God  upon  his  ac¬ 
count.  Our  Lord  jefus  (Thrift  has  indeed  made  a 
futficient  atonement  for  fin.  He  has  wrought  out 
a  perfect  righteoufnefs  for  fmners,  whereby  they 
may  be  acquitted  from  guilt,  reconciled  to  God  ;  and 
freely  juilified  in  his  fight.  But  what  is  this  to  inn 
penitent  unbelievers,  w h o  have  never  been  drawn 
to  CJhrift  by  the  powerful  influences  of  his  Holy  Spk 
r.t,  who  have  never  received  him  by  faith,  fo  have 
never  belonged  to  him  ;  and  therefore  could  never 
have  any  part  in  either  his  aedive  orpalfive  obedience, 
4  If  a  man  abide  not  in  me  (fays  our  bleifed  Lord)  he 
is  call  forth  as  a  branch  and  is  withered  :  and  men 
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gather  diem,  and  cad  them  into  the  fire,  and  they 
are  burned. ’  John  xv.  6.  This  therefore  is  a  fufii- 
cient  evidence  of  the  truth  of  what  I 'have  before 
written  to  you  upon  the  doctrine  of  jollification.  We 
cannot  be  juflihed  by  works.  W  e  cannot  be  juihii- 
ed  by  a  conformity  to  any  imaginary  law  of  grace 
without  a  vital  union  to  Chrifl:  by  faith.  For  ‘  he 
that  beLieveth  not  is  condemned  already/  John  iiu 
18.  And  ‘  he  that  hath  not  the  Son  of  God,  hath 
not  life/  i  John  v.  12*  But  then  on  the  other  hand* 
being  united  to  his  perfon,  we  are  united  to  his  be¬ 
nefits  ;  and  partake  with  him  in  all  the  merits  of  his 
obedience,  in  his  righteoufnefs,  victories,  graces,  and 
inheritance.  This  then  [hews  you,  what  neceflity 
there  is  of  your  acquaintance  with  the  doctrine  of 
our  union  to  Chrifl.  There  is  a  neceflity  of  it, 

that  you  may  know  what  is  the  foundation  of 
your  eternal  hope,  how  you  may  find  acceptance  with 
God,  and  how  ‘  you  may  know  Chrifl,  and  the  pow¬ 
er  of  his  refurre&ion,  and  the  feilowfhip  of  his  Of¬ 
ferings;  and  be  made  conformable  to  his  deaths 

Moreover,  our  fan  Slifi  cation  does  likewife  imme¬ 
diately  and  neceffarily  depend  upon  a  vital  union 
unto  th«  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl;. — The  Scriptures  do 
indeed  exhort  us  ‘  to  be  holy,  as  our  Father  which 
h  in  heaven  is  holy  /  and  to  that  end  exhort  us,  to 
4  watch  and  pray/  to  ‘crucify  our  flefh  with  its 
affefhons  and  lulls/  to  mortify  our  members  which 
are  upon  earth  /  and  to  ‘  place  our  affeft ions  upon 
things  that  are  above  /  and  to  the  like  exert ifes  of 
religious  duty-  But  they  no  where  exhort  us  to 
attempt  thefe  in  our  own  flrength  ;  or  to  expert  a 
renewed  nature  by  any  performance  of  them  with¬ 
in  our  power — To  attempt  our  fan  edification  mere¬ 
ly  by  our  own  endeavors,  vcere  to  prefs.oil  out  of  a 
flint,  for  ‘in  the  Lord,  [hall  men  fay,  we  have 
righteoufnefs  and  flrength  :  his  grace,  and  that  on- 
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]y  is  iuflicient  for  us  , *  and  without  him  wo  can 
do  nothing.’ — I  have  ihewn  you,  that  ail  fupplie< 
ot  grace  are  treafured  up  in  Chrifl  for  us  ;  and  that 
we  are  to  receive  them  all  out  of  his  fuJnefs.  Row 
then  can  we  partake  or  them,  whilffc  eftranged  anc 
duunited  from  him  ?  Can  a  branch  cut  off  from  the 
vine,  bring  forth  fruit  ?  ‘  No  more  can  we  except 
we  abide  in  him/  John  xv.  .q.  Can  the  branches  cl 
an  olive  tree  fiou rifli  without  the  root?  Sure  we 
cannot  f  bear  the  root  ;  but  the  root  tnuff  bear  us  / 
and  we  mtifl  therefore  ‘  be  g raffed  in,  if  vve  would 
partake  of  the  root  and  fatnefs  of  the  olive- tree, ; 
HoiB.  xi.  17 — Can  we  live  and  acl,  when  fepara- 
fed  from  our  life?  4  Chrifl  is  our  life/  Col.  iii.  4. 
And  until  he  quicken  us,  6  vve  .are  dead  in  trefpaffes 
and  fins/  Eph.  id  1  .—In  a  word,  our  carnal  minds 
are  enmity  to  God,  we  are  altogether  as  an  unclean 
thing  :  And  when  love  to  God  can  be  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  enmity  itfelf  ;  and  purity  and  holinefs,  ol 
nothing  but  defilement  and  nncleannefs,  then,  but 
not  till  then,  can  we  be  holy  without  an  union  tc 
jefus  Chrdt  —  If  therefore,  you  would  obtain  that 
*  holinefs  without  which  no  man  can  fee  the  Lord,' 
you  malt  with,  affive  diligence  repair  to  him  for  it 
You*  mu  ft  by  faith  depend  upon  him,  as  the  foun¬ 
tain  of  all  tirate.  You  mint  receive  all  from  him-: 
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and  give  him  the  glory  of  all  you  receive. 


Our  zomrnumon  with  Gcd  does  likewife  win 
-depend  upon  our  union  to  jc  fus  Chrff*-— 1  have  al¬ 
ready  Ihewn  you,  that  all  fandifying  grace  is  deri¬ 
ved  from  our  union  to  Tefbs  Chrff  ;  and  I  think,  1 
need  not  life  arguments  to  prove,  that  we  cannot 
exercife  grace  before  we  have  it.  Ail  quickening 
co m f d rtin g ,-0re n g t h cuing  grate  n  1  u ft  d e rive  from 
the  fame  fiource,  as  converting  and  fa u/tifying  grace 
decs-  —  Would  you  be  humbled  and  abated  before 
.God.  yon  muff  learn  f  of  .Chrifl  to  be  meek  anc 
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llowly  of  heart/  Mat.  vi.  29. — Would  you  have 
your  afFeflions  placed  upon  things  above,  you  mud 
remember,  that  ‘you  are  dead,  and  that  your  life 
is  hid  with  Chrid  in  God/  Col.  iii.  2,  3 — Would 
you  have  enlargemept  of  foul,  and  cheerful  hope 
in  God’s  mercy,  when  you  approach  his  prefence, 
‘  Chrid  in  you  is  your  hope  of  glory  /  Col.  i.  27-  ‘In 
whom  you  have  boldnefs  and  accefs  with  confidence 
‘by  the  faith  of  him/  Eph.  iii.  12.  And  ‘  be  accept¬ 
ed  in  the  beloved/  Eph.  i.  6.  Would  you  enjoy 
the  earned  of  the  future  inheritance,  it  mud  be 
•  upon  your  believing  in  him,  that  you  are  fealed 
with  that  holy  Spirit  of  promife,  which  is  the  ear¬ 
ned  of  your  inheritance/  Eph.  i.  13,  ,14.. — Woul$ 
you  have  joy  and  peace  in  believing,  you  mud  ‘  re¬ 
joice  in  Cur  id  Jefus  without  confidence  in  the  fiefh/ 
Phil.  iii.  9.  — Would  you  have  the  communications 
•  of  the  divine  love  to  your  foul,  it  mud  be  from 
Chrid’s  ‘  loving  you  ;  and  manifeding  hirnfelf  to 
yon/  John  xiv.  2.2*  To  conclude,  certain  it  is,  that 
without  union  there  can  be  no  communion  ;  and  it 
therefore  concerns  you  not  only  to  conlidcr,  whe¬ 
ther  you  are  indeed  united  to  Chrid,  and  have  ac- 
ce  fs  to  God  thro ngli  faith  in  him;  but alfo,  whether 
ycur  deadnefs,  formality  and  didra&ions  in  duty, 
which  you. fo  often  complain  of,  are  not  owing  to 
the  want  .of  a  cheerful  dependence  upon  Chrid,  as 
the  Ire  ad  of  influences  ;  or  elfe  to  your  vain  at¬ 
tempts  to  quicken  your  foul  by  feme  endeavors  of 
your  own,  without  looking  to  him  for  the  incomes 
of  his  Spirit  and  grace. 

I  may  add  once  more,  Cur  perfeverence  in  grace 
here,  and  our  perfection  of  grace  in  glory,  do  nc- 
cefTarily  depend  upon  onr  union  to  Chrid. — As  we 
arc  accepted  in  the  beloved,  fo  it  is  by  ‘  Chrid’s 
dwelling  in  our  hearts  by  faith,  that  we  are  rooted 
.and  grounded  in  love/  Eph.  iii.  17.  ‘  We  dan d  .by 
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faith  in  him,’  Rom.  xi.  20.  It  is  becaufe  Chrifl 
c  lives,  that  vye  live  alfo/  John  xiv.  19.  And  if  we 
do  4  live,  it  is  not  we,  hut  Chriftliveth  in  us/  Gal. 
I,  20 — We  have  no  fource  of  fpiritual  life,  but  in 
him  ;  No  (lability  in  the  exercifes  of  fpiritual  life, 
but  by  continual  fupplies  of  grace  from  him.  It  is 
becaufe  e  none  can  pluck  us  out  of  Chrift’s  hand/ 
that  we  (hall  4  have  eternal  life  ;  and  never  perijfh/ 
John  x.  28.  Here,  and  here  only,  is  the  believer’s 
(lability  and  fecurity,  he  belongs  to  Chrift,  is  a 
c  member  of  his  body,  of  his  ifefh,  and  of  his 
bones/  and  will  the  bleifed  Saviour  negleft 
his  own  body ?  W  ill  he  leave  any  of  his  members 
to  perifh  ?  Is  it  in  the  power  of  hell  or  earth,  of  fin 
or  Satan,  to  prevail  agcainfl  him  ?  Or  can  he  who  is 
the  fame  *ye(lerday,  to  day,  and  forever/  change 
the  purpofes  of  love  and  eternal  kindnefs  towards 
thofe  whom  he  has  once  loved  and  united  to  him- 
felf  ?  And  are  not  all  the  promifes  of  the  believer’s 
perfeveranee,  yea,  and  amen  in  Chrlft ,  with  whom 
the  believer  is  one  myflical  and  fpiritual  perfon  ?  — 
Sooner  (hall  heaven  and  earth  pafs  away,  than  the 
bleifed  Redeemer  (hall  forget  or  negleft  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  body  and  the  obje&s  of  his  love  :  they 
were  eternally  chofen  in  him,  they  are  his  by  cove¬ 
nant,  they  are  united  to  him  by  faith,  their  interefl 
is  his,  and  he  is  gone  to  take  poffeffon  of  their  inher¬ 
itance,  that  where  he  is  they  may  be  alfo. — Thus  are 
we  kept  by  the  power  of  God  through  faith,  unto 
(alvation.  But  ho-:v  could  we  (land  one  day  or  hour 
again  (l  the  efforts  of  our  own  corrruptions,  the  craft, 
malice,  and  power  of  Satan’s  temptations,  and  the 
(bares  and  entanglements  of  a  wicked  world  ;  if  we 
were  not  founded  upon  this  rock  ? 

And  now,  fir,  you  are  to  judge  whether  there  be 
not  more  than  aclodlrinal  acquaintance  with  our  un¬ 
ion  toChriff  neceffary  for  us,  if  we  would  either  be 
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vriffificd  in  the  Ggh t  of  God,  obtain  that  holinefs 
without which  no'  in  an  can  lee  the  Lord,  live  near  to 
God;  or  ‘  hold  the  beginning  of  our  confidence 
itedi'aft  to  the  end/ 


Bv  what  has  been  fak!,  you  cannot  but  fee,  that- 


it  fhould  b 
be  obtained 


e  your  great  enquiry,  how  this  union  may 
d ,  if  y.ou.  have  not  the  evidence  of  it,  or  '• 
how  it  Ihould  be  evidenced  to  yourfelf,  if  you  are  in 
doubt  about  it.  •  •  4 


If  you  have  no  evidence  of  your  union  to  Chnft, 
it  concerns  you  to  realize  your  natural  enmity  of 
heart  to  God,  deeply  to  affedyour  foul  with  a  lenfe 
of  the  dreadful  nailery  of  a  Chriftlels  Gate  f  and. to 
lament  before  God  the  pollution  of  your  nature,  the- 
hardnefs  of  y our  heart,  the  guilt  of  your  fins,  and  the 
amazing  deftrudion  and  perdition,  unto  which  you 
are  thereby  expofed. — It  concerns’  you  (as  I  have 
often  advifed  you)  to  He  at  mercy,  to  come  to  the 
-fuotftcol  of  love  reign  grace,  felfdoathing  and  fel.fr ' 
condemning,  pleading  with  importunate  ardour,  far 
rhe  powerful  influences  of  the  blelfed  -Spirit  to  drew 
and  unite  you  to  Chrift* — It  concerns  you,  to  be- 
careful  and  diligent  in  your  attendance  upon  all  the 
duties  of  religious  worihip  ;  and  to  be  ‘  ftedfaft  and 
immoveable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  if  yon  would  not  have  your  labour  in  vain  in 
the  Lord.? — It  concerns  you,  though  watchful,  ac¬ 
tive  and  diligent,  yet  utterly  to  d  el  pair  of  all  help 
in  yourfelf;  and  to  maintain  a  lively  imprefiion, 
that  all  the  progrefs  of  fpiritual  life  muff  flow  from 
your  union  to  Jefus  Chrift  :  And  that  you  muft 
therefore  rely  upon  him  only,  to  do  all  in  you  and 
for  you.  It  likewife  concerns  you,  to  look  unto  Je¬ 
fus  Chrift,  not  only  as  a  fufficient  but  a  compaftion- 
ate  Saviour,  willing  to  receive  you  to  mercy  in  your 
prefent  ftate,  how  bad  foever  ;  and  therefore  toesi- 


t 


* 


C  3^8  ] 

\ 

deavour  a  cheerful  and  immediate  compliance  with 
the  gofpel- offer,  without  waiting  for  moral  qualifica¬ 
tions  to  recommend  you  to  the  Redeemer's  accept¬ 
ance  ;  and  let  Chrift:  Jefus  be  your  fteady  hope  and 
confidence,  whatever  darknefs,  difficulties,  trials,  or 
temptations,  you  may  meet  withal  in  your  way. 

If  you  are  in  doubt  about  your  Rate;  and  in  an 
uncomfortable  fufpence  whether  you  are  united  to 
Chrift  or  not,  do  not  reft  fatisfied  in  inch  a  cafe, 
wherein  your  eternal  ALL  is  at  flake,  and  in  preca- 
i  ions  uncertainty. — But  labour  to  refoive  your 
doubts,  by  the  lively  exercife  of  faith  ;  and  by  a 
humble,  cheerful  confidence  a nd  delight  in  the  bleffed 
Saviour.  Then  may  you  know  that  f  he  dwells  in 
yonr  heart  by  faith/  when  you  are  1  rooted  and 
gi ourided  in  love,'  Eph.  iii.  17. — Labour  to  evi¬ 
dence  your  union  to  Chrift:,  by  having  your  *  heart 
purified  by  faith  /  and  your  affections  fpiritual  and 
heavenly.  1  hen  may  you  know  that  f  you  are  rifen 
with  Chrift,  when  you  feek  thofe  things  which  are 
above,  where  Chrift  fitteth  at  che  right  hand  of 
Cod  /  and  when  you  ‘  place  your  affixTons  on 
things  above,  and  not  on  things  on  the  earth/  Col. 
iii.  i ,  a — Labour  to  clear  up  this  doubt,  by  the  ex- 
ercile  of  all  the  feveral  graces  of  the  Spirit  of  life, 
ll  you  live  in  the  exercife  of  faith,  repentance,  love 
to  God,  humility,  hope  in  Chrift,  defire  after,  and 
delight  in  him;  if  you  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  the 
Spirit,  which  are  love,  joy,  peace,  long-fullering, 
gentlenefs,  goodnefs,  faith,  meeknefs,  temperance, 

‘  hereby  may  you  know  that  he  abideth  in  you,  by 
the  Spirit  which  he  hath  given  you/  i  John  iii.  24- 
Labour  likewife  to  clear  up  this  difficulty,  not  only 
by  the  life  but  by  the  growth  of  grace.  If  you 
grow  more  humble,  felf-abafing,  and  fe if- condem¬ 
ning  :  If  you  grow  more  penitent  ;  and  more  paf- 
fzouately  groan  under  the  burden  of,  and  mourn  af- 
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ter  deliverance  from  all  our  fins  :  If  your  love  to 
God  increafes,  and  you  take  more  delight  in  him  and 
in  his  ways  ;  or  at  lead  long  after  a  life  of  nearer 
communion  with  him,  with  more  ardent  defire  :  If 
you  are  more  fpiritual  in  your  thoughts,  meditations 
and  affe&ions  ;  more  heavenly  in  your  convention  • 
and  more  careful  of  your  refpe&ive  duties  both  to 
God  and  man  ;  then  may  you  know  that  ‘  Chrift 
abideth  in  you  and  you  in  him  ;  in  that  you  bring 
forth  much  fruit/  John  xv.  5. 

If  you  get  fatisfying  evidences  of  your  union  to 
Chrift,  adore,  admire,  and  praife  the  infinite  conds- 
feenfion,  and  the  aftonifhing  love  of  the  glorious 
Redeemer,  in  taking  fuch  duft  and  afhes,  fuch  fin 
and  pollution,  into  union  with  himfelf.  Contemplate 
the  amazing  t ran faftion  of  love  with  admiration  • 
a^nd  i e t  6  the  love  of  Chrift  conftrain  you,  to  live  to 
the  praife  of  the  glory  of  that  grace,  by  which  you 
become  accepted  in  the  Beloved. * 

i  hat  Chrift  may  abide  in  you  and  you  in  him 
that  you  may  win  Chrift,  and  be  found  in  him  at  his 
appearance  and  kingdom,  and  that  you  may  reiau 
with  him  for  ever,  is  the  prayer  of,  h 
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LETTER  XVIIL 

P/herein  feme  Antiromian  Abufes  of  the  Doffrine  of 
Believers’  Union  to  Christ,  or  Pleas  from  it  for 
Licentioufnefs  and  Security  in  finning , are  confiden¬ 
ce!  and  obviated * 

‘  \  >  <-v  *  ;  '  *  J*” '  '  v  ;  f  :  '•  *  v  V 

S  i  r, 

•  '  *  ...  J  %  . .  *  *  .  .  .  ;  *  i 

ALLOW  me  the  freedom  to  tell  you,  that  the 
conPequences  you  draw  from  the  do&rine  of  our 
union  to^Chrift,  as  I  have  reprefented  it,  are  without 
any  foundation  ;  and  that  a  juft  view  of  the  eak 
jTiuft  convince  you,  that  this  dodtrine  gives  no  ad¬ 
vantage  to  licentious  and  lalitudinarian  principles/' 
but  the  direct  contrary.— I  lhall  therefore  endea- 
vonr,  according  to  your  delire,  to  conlioer  the  An- 
tinomian  principles  you  are  pleafed  topropofe  5  and 
fee  whether  they  i(  naturally  follow  from  what  1 

taught  in  my  laft.” 

«  You  do  not  fee  (you  tell  me)  if  the  principles  1 
teach  are  allowed,  how  the  Antinomians  can  b< 
charged  with  error,  in  fuppofing  that  the  true  be 
liever  has  no  caufe  to  repent  of  his  fins,  or  to  enter 
tain  any  difquieiment  of  mind  with  relperi:  to  them 
fince  he  is  united  to  Chrifl ,  and  all  his  (ins  ar< 
charged  to  Chrift’s  account,  whereby  he  has  latish 
ed  for  them  all.  Why  therefore  ftould  the  believei 
be  concerned  about  a  debt,  which  is  fully  dfcharged: 
Tuftice  is  fatisfied  with  refpedt  to  him  ;  Chrilt  de 
lights  in  him,  as  a  member  of  his  own  body  ;  the  bpi 
r'it  of  God  dwells  in  him,  notwithftanding  of  his  lin 
and  imperfedions.  Why  may  he  not  therefore  b< 
perfectly  eafy  with  refpeft  to  fin  ;  and  look  upon  1 
ks  a  modern  Antinomian  expreffei  hunfelf)  unwor 
thy  of  our  lead:  regards  — To  this  I  anfwer, 


i.  That  no  man  who  is  practically  conformed  ta 
this  Antmomian  principle,  can  know  himfelf  to  be  a 
believer;  and  therefore  there  can  be  no  foundation 
for  this  reafotiing,  in  any  perfon  whatsoever.  Were 
your  arguing  allowed  to  be  juff,.  it  can  take  place 
with  none,  but  thofe  who  have  infallible  evidence 
of  their  union  to  Chriff  ;  which  is  impoflible  any  man 
ihould  have,  who  is  not  burthened  with  his  Jins, 
who  does  not  hate  them,  and  groan  after  deliver¬ 
ance  from  them. — Repentance  is  the  genuine  and 
neceflary  fruit  of  a  true  faith*  1  They  (hall  look 
upon  Me  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  fit  all  mourn, 5 
Zech.  xii.  io.  ‘  That  thou  may  ell  remember, 
and  be  confounded,  and  never  open  thy  mouth  any 
more,  becaufe  of  thy  fhame,  when  I  am  pacified  to¬ 
wards  thee  for  all  that  thou  haft  done,  laith  the  I^ord 
God/  £zek.  xvi.  63.  *  And  ye  lh all  be  my  people, 

and  I  will  be  your  'God.  Then  fhall  ye  remember 
your  own  evil  ways  and  your  doings  that  are  not 
good  ;  and  (hall  loath  yourfeives  in  your  own  light, 
for  your  iniquities  and  for  your  abominations/ 
Ezek.  xxxvj.  28,  31.  It  is  the  true  believer ,  and 
he  only,  that  is  capable  aright  to  mourn  for  lin, 
truly  to  hate  it,  and  to  groan  under  the  burthen  ot 
it.  Unbelievers  may  mourn  under  a  fenle  of  their 
guilt  and  danger  ;  but  this  is  not  to  repent  of  lin. 
It  is  the  believer  only,  who  forrows  for  lin,  as  fin  ; 
who  hates  all  fin  ;  who  groans ,  being  burthened , 
from  a  fenfe  of  his  finfulnefs  ;  and  who  cries  cut 
with  the  apoflle,  ‘  O  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who 
fhall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  !’ — - 
What  room  can  there  be  for  thofe  licentious  con- 
clufions  you  fpeak  of  ?  Who  is  the  perfon  that  can 
thus  rock  his  confcience  to  deep,  under  the  preva¬ 
lence  of  his  luffs,  from  the  dcdrire  of  our  union  to 
Chriff,  as  I  have  delcribed  it  ?  Muff  it  he  luppofed 
to  be  one  who  is  united  to  Chriff  ;  or  one  who  is 
not  united  to  Chriff  ? — Surely  not  the  former  ;  for 


L  J  /  * 


how  can  he  be  indolent,  carelefs,  and  fecure  in  thr 
commillion  of  fin  from  thn  r  CU  e  )n 

(  hriO-  v  *  .  lc  ^Oxlnne  of  our  union  to 

L;  v, ho  *las  no  evidence  of  this  being  his ' cafc  * 

I  01  can  have  any  fuel)  evidence,  until  heSs  pJr  L 

■£*  M«  !  fbynq"ra!fd  for  the,  kingdom  %hea. 

fin/  — ]  ’  3‘  VIK1  le  !sone  that  mourns  for  li is 

:  ’  aild  comes  under  the  promife  of  comfort  tv  a  f 

(ill  util7', 

to  prove  oil  h  V  1  neefi  not  e'^eavour 
to  i  love,  that  he  who  is  not  united  to  Chrift  ha- 

no  fhadow  of  a  plea  nr  ,  r  r  ir> 

nr  A  int!  ro  •  •  r  ?l  re  IKe  r°  Ojake  for  carelef- 

n  ano  leturuy  m  fin,  from  the  doiirine  before  us. 

" '!>f  a!i  pretences  of  .his  kind  are 
.tnout  ..ny  rational  foundation.  They  on'v  nro 

eJc  -nTc  nSf  deii-ght  in  An’  in  a  life  of  fenfuai 

ea.c  and  c.-.n  a  fecurity  :  and  not  at  all  from  th» 
pi ecious  truth  before  us.  '1  his  ficretf  truth  may  in 
tleeu  be  perverted  .nd  ahufed  ;  and  fo  may  all  the 
o  h.er  clod  nines  o,  the  gofpel.  (2  Pet.  iii.  l(>.)  But 
•  -e^wno  tints  turn  the  grace  of  Cod  into  wanLnefs, 

-  >  i-  a.  toe  peril  oi  their  fouls  ;  and  will  find  bu 

ttle  comfort  ,m;  when  they  come  to  make  up 
'  ,  "‘counts.  Whatever  extravagant  pretences 

■ytn  s  licentious  difpofirions  may  prompt  them  to 

UiCy  n:ult  m  the  conclufion  find  it  true,  that  a  life’ 
of  continued  repentance  of  fin,  a  lire  of  continued 
f'-fiu.ajtmeni  andy elf -judging,  and  a  life  of  repeat- 

“!  anu  rt"ew'ed  mourning  after  pardon  of,  and  vide- 
iv  over  our  remaining  corruptions,  is  a  neceflary 
1  Uit  an<‘  fviot-nce  of  our  union  to  Chrift  ;  and  be- 
•<ygs  to  the  way  which  leadetb  to  life  eternal,  and  in 
v.  me  t  tne  faints  walk  to  heaven.  If  therefore  we 

.W ou‘d  not  t0°  L,te  be  found  with  a  lie  in  our  rioht 
’  ,  '  've  "udt>^vllh  Daniel,  pray  to  the  Lord,  and 
make  our  confefmi,  (Dan.  ix.  4.)  We  mull,  with 
t  re  churui,  acknowledge  ourlclves  as  an  unclean 
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thing,  (l fa.  lxiv.  6.)  We  muft,  with  Job,  even  ab¬ 
hor  ourfelves,  and  repent  in  duft  andajbcs ,  (Job-  xlii. 
6.)  We  muft,  with  Ephraim,  bemoan  ourfelves, 
(Jsr.  xxxi*  i8*J  Ant!,  with  David,  have  our  hearts 
j ail  us ,  on  account  of  the  number  and  aggravations 
of  our  (ins,  (Pfal.  xl»  For  thefe  are  the  charac¬ 
ters,  thefe  the  difpofnions  of  fuch,  who  are  indeed 
united  to  Chrift. 


Toere  is  greater  guilt  in  the  fins  of  believers 
than  in  the  tins  of  others-  1  hey  have  therefore 
greater  caufe  to  be  humbled  for  them,  and  to  la¬ 
ment  them  before  God — They  are  indeed  united  to 
Chrift,  Reconciled  to  God,  freed  from  all  condemna¬ 
tion,  and  made  hetrs  according  to  the  hope  of  eternal 
life  s  The  fatisfying  evidences  of  which  blefled  ihite 
muft  cany  them  above  any  tormenting  fears  of  hell 
and  eternal  perdition  ;  and  deliver  them  from  that 
legal repentancce,  which  is  the  produft  of  defpond- 
ing  thoughts,  and  a  fear  of  amazement.  But  is  there 
no  other  motive  to  repentance  but  flaviOi  fears  of 
hell  ?  Does  not  a  true  repentance  and  a  genuine  fur¬ 
row  for  fin,  always  flow  from  an  affecting  fenfe  of 
nie  contrariety  of  I'm  to  the  nature  and  wiTl  of  God  - 
irom  b  fenfe  of  the  ingratitude  there  is  in  fin  to  a 
Bountiful  henefa&dr  and  a  compalfionate  Saviour  • 
anu  from  a  fenfe  of  the  difhonor  to  God’s  name,  the 
viomtion  o.  his  law,  the  abide  of  his  mercy  and  love, 
•t.ife  affront  and  provocation  to  his  Holy  Soirit,  the 
diftance  procured  between  God  and  us,"  and  the  ore- 
j  no  ice  to  others  as  well  as  to  our  own  fouls,  ole  i- 
honed  by  our  finning  againft  God — Now,  in  all 

u,e  e  r(j  Pe<^s?  l^e  fins  of  believers  are  more  n-inra- 
vated  than  the  fins  of  other  men— They  are  diftin- 
gm.hed  ,rom  the  mod  of  the  world,  by  renewing 
and  laving  grace  :  and  muft  it  not  cut  them  to  the 
iieart,  to  tiiink  of  their  vile  ingratitude  to  fuch  an 
infinitely  kind  and  beneficent  Friend  ;  and  of  tii 
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love 


horrid  abule  of  fuch  unmerited  mercy  and 


w allied  in  his  precioi 
righteoufnefs  ;  and  ca 


they  be  content  to  load  him  with  indignities,  \vh 
has  not  thought  his  own  blood  too  dear  a  ranfot 
for  their  fouls  ;  and  who  has  by  the  power  of  h 
grace  plucked  them  out  of  the  guilt  and  danger  c 
a  perilling  world,  and  made  them  heirs  of  the  erei 
nal  inheritance  ! — They  have  felt  the  divine  infli 
enccsand  confolatioris  of  the  bldled  Spirit;  an 
have  railed  that  the  Lord  is  gracious  :  and  fha 
they  by  t heir  fms  grieve  the  Spirit  of  God,  provok 
iiim  to  withdraw,  and  to  withhold  his  quickenin 
and  comforting  influences  from  them  ! — They  ar 
the  friends  and  children  of  God,  the  fworri  fubjedl 
of  the  eternal  Majefty  ;  yea,  even  the  fpoufe  of  Je 
fns  ChrifT  And  lliall  fuch  make  little  account  c 
(in  !  Is  this  thy  kindmfs  to  thy  Friend  !  Is  it  a  ligk 
thing  for  a  child  to  rebel  againft  his  compallionat 
Father;  fora  fubjecl  to  take  up  arms  againfl  h 
Prime  ;  or  for  a  wife  to  violate  her  marriag 
vows? — Certainly  the  fins  of  believers  are  aggravr 
ted  in  proportion  to  the  various  obligations  they  ar 
under  :  and  though  they  hare  no  caufe  of  dei'ponc 
ing  and  difeournging  fears,  they  have  the  greate; 
caufe  to  groan  under  the  burden  of  their  fins,  an 
to  groan  after  deliverance  from  them.  I  heir  unio 
if)  Chrid  is  fo  far  from  extenuating  their  fins,  the 
it  renders  them  more  heinous  in  the  fight  of  God 
and  is  the  ftrongeft  reafon  why  they  fhould  watc 
againd  them,  lament  and  hate  them.  For  this  rea 


Ion,  God  may  judly  expodulate  with  them  upo 


their  finning  againft  him,  as  in  Deut.  xxxih  6.  ‘  D 
ye  thus  repulfe  the  Lord,  O  fcoliih  people  and  ur 
wife  !  Is  not  he  thy  father,  that  hath  bought  thee 
Hath  he  not  made  thee,  and  edablifhed  thee  F 

q.  It  is  true  of  believers,  as  well  as  of  others,  the 


[  375  3 

except  they  repent  they  hull  furely  perijh*—' I  hey  are 
indeed  fafe  in  the  hands  of  C Unit :  .and  none  fluill 
pluck  them  out  of  bis  hands  :  He  will  preferve  them  to 
his  heavenly  kingdom .  Bat  then  he  will  lave  them  in 
his  own  way,  in  the  way  of  a  repeated,  renewed  ex- 
ercife  of  repentance ,  as  well  as  faith,  and  in  no  other 
way.  If  any  are  not  in  that  way,  they  are  not  in 
ChriiTs  way  :  and  have  therefore  reafon  to  lulpcch 
their  union  to  Chrift,  and  to  conclude,  that  they  are 
not  in  the  path  of  life. — Their  eternal  interell  does 
therefore  loudly  call  upon  them,  to  mourn  for  their 
fins,  to  hate  and  for  fake  them,  lei!  they  perilh  eter¬ 
nally.  True  believers  will  not  indeed  finally  perilh, 
for  •whom  God jujlifies ,  he  will  alfo glorify-  But  then 
the  believer’s  perfeverence  is  fubferved  by  a  fear  of 
caution  ;  nor  are  there  any  true  believers,  but  peni¬ 
tent  believers  :  And  therefore,  whoever  are  habit¬ 
ually  carelefs  in  their  walk,  and  impenitent  for  their 
fins,  will  fall  fhort  of  falvation,  whatever  pretences 
to  faith  in  Chrill  they  may  make.— -There  is  but  one 
way  to  heaven  ;  and  whoever  gets  there,  mult  at¬ 
tain  the  glorious  falvation,  by  obtaining  affiance, 
from  the  powerful  influences  of  divine  grace,  to 
■keep  that  way •  They  mufl  be  enabled  to  go  weep¬ 
ing  and  mourning ,  with  their  faces  towards  Zion . 
They  mull  otter  to  God  e  the  facrifce  of  a  humble 
and  contrite  fpirkf  They  mull  1  lo.nh  themfelves 
in  their  own  fight,  for  their  iniquities  and  abomina¬ 
tions.5 — Every  other  road  but  this,  leads  down  to 
the  chambers  of  death .  Believers,  therefore,  as 
well  as  others,  have  caufe  to  c  pafs  the  time  of  their 
fojourning  here  in  fear.’ — They  have  not  caufe  in¬ 
deed  (as  is  before  obferved)  of  a  legal  and  Jlavifto 
fear  :  but  they  have  caufe  of  a  jealoufy  of  them¬ 
felves,  left  they  mils  their  way  and  fall  fhort  of  their 
hope, —  They  have  caufe  to  4  watch  and  pray,  that 
they  enter  net  into  temptation,5  Mat.  xxvi.  4.1 . 
i  hey  have  caufe  6  to  keep  under  their  body,  and 
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brir.R  it  into  fubjeffion,  left  by  any  means  the 
nou,<,  'c  caft-away,’  .  i  Cor.  ix.  37.  And  t 
J,’K  Xe.  t"e(rifelve5,thatfo  they  may  not  be  condemi 
ed  w'tb  the  woHd,’ Chap.  xi.  31/32.  They  hav 
e  to  ;°"()w  peace  with  M  men  and  holinef 
without  which  no  man  ihall  Tee  the  Lord/  Hel 

14.  I  hey  hive  caufe  to  ‘  repent  and  tur 
.  ne*n  eives  .rorn  all  their  tranfgrefhons,  that  the i 
iniquity  do  not  prove  their  ruin/  Ezek.  xviii.  on.. 

toe\  ei  s  tncmfelves  u  ould  ‘  fall  into  condemns tior 
anti  .thre,r  inquiries  be  their  ruin/  ihould  they  liv 
carelefs,  linful,  impenitent  lives.  There  is  no  fa] 
vation  promi/ed ,  there  is  no  falvation  poffible,  to  an 
who  live  fuch  lives.  —They  who  are  kept  by  the  pow 
e? .  °j  God.,  are  kept  through  faith  (an  operative  faith 
whuT  is  aecompanied  with  all  the  graces  of  the  bief 
.  Spirit)  unto  the  falvation  which  JhalL  be  reveale 
rn  the  left  time,  i  Pet.  i.  5. -The  doArine  of  on 
umon  to  Chrih  does  therefore  allow  no  plea  for  li 
centioul riels,  hn-ce  Chnft  is  a  Prince ,  as  well  as  < 
Saviour,  to  all  who  are  in  him,  to  rive  them  repen 
ri?u  e ,  as  well  as  forgivenefs  of  fins',  Acts  v.  qi.  Ai 
they  who  do  not  live  in  the  exercil-e  of  rcpentanc 


v\  h ate  vei  pretences  they  0133-  make  unto  an  union  t 
Clwift  hy  faith,  have  not  the  frith  of  God's  elec 


are  none  of  his  ;  nor  are  they  likely  ever  to  parral, 
of  his  I  a  1. vat  ion- — It  therefore  concernsfuch  6  filth 


dreamers/  to  awake  and  confider  their  dan^e 

%S 


vvlu>  are  at  cafe  in  Zion,  who  flatter  themfelves 
their  ow.n  eyes  :  for  their  in iq>ui ties  mull  (fir fi: 
kill)  be  found  li 0 te Pit ? 


"ion  go  on  to  ergnte  ;  tl  It  appears  a  oontradic- 
t*on  to  u  aeh,  t hat  the  believ  er  is  perfectly  righteous 
ifi  the  light  of  God,  by  virtue  of  his  union  to  Chriih, 
and  hy  the  imputation  of  his  nghteoufnefs  ;  and  vet 
that  he  is  jinj-ul  and  polluted  in  God’s  light,  at  the 

If  he  he  united  to  Ch.rir;  and  in.tertlb 


i  one  tune 


£<1  in  his  righteoufnefs,  he  is  perfe&ly  righteous  x 
And  if  he  be  perfectly  righteous,  ho  cannot  be  fin- 
ful  ;  and  therefore  cannot  have  caufe  to  repent  of 
his  (ins,  to  grieve  for  them,  or  feek  pardon  of  them-79 
In  anfwer  to  this,  I  would  entreat  you  to  confider. 


i.  That  this  is  to  blend  together  fuftif  cation  and 
fanffification,  as  if  they  were  tne  lame  things 
'There  is  not  the  lead  lhadow  of  a  confequence,  that 
becaufe  believers  are  intereded  in  a  perfect  righte- 
•ou fuels,  and  .are  thereby  perfedly  judified  in  the 
fight  of  God,  therefore  rheir  fan tliji cation  is  com¬ 
plete,  and  they  perfedly  holy - God  may  blot  out 

-our  tranfgrelfions  as  a  cloud,  and  call  our  iniquities 
Into  the  depths  of  the  fea,’  by  a  gracious  pardon, 
-when  yet  we  have  caufe  to  acknowledge  ourfelves 
1  altogether  .as  an  unclean  thing,  and  that  if  he 
fhould  mark  iniquity,  we  could  not  dand  that  ‘  if 
he  Ihould  contend  with  us,  we  could  not  anfwer 
him  one  of  a  thoufand*’  And  is  that  an  argument 
why  we  Ihould  bebold  ard  -carelefs  in  finning,  be¬ 
en  ulV  God  has  been  infinitely  gracious  in  pardoning 
our  fins  ?  Is  it  an  argument  why  we  Ihould  fecurely 
and  ungratefully  abide  ourheavenly  Father,  becaufe 
he  has  laid  us  under  the  drenged  obligations  to  love 


and  ferve  him  ? — But  it  feems  to  be  the  drift  of  thole 
whom  you  would  perfonate  in  this  argument,  that 
the  believer’s  violation  of  the  law  of  God  is  mfn,  that 
-their  not  being  wider  dhs  law,  but  under  gr  d'ce?  makes 
k  no  w  ays  criminal  in  them  to  tranlgrels  the  law  - 
and  their  being  united  to  Chrf  legitimates  even  the 
.g rolled  tranfgreflions  both  of  the  law  and  gofpeb  — 
if  this  be  intended,  I  mud  ob ferve  to  you,  that  in 
order  to  a  jud  deducing  of  this  eonduficn,  it  mud 
be  fuppofod,  that  the  hnv  of  God  is  wholly  ' vacated. ? 
and  ceafes  to  be  a  rule  of  life  ;  though  the  apodle 
allures  us,  that  kthe  law  is  not  made  void  by  faith., 
Ftia  r  ell  a  b  1  i  il  le  d  •  ’  Roan  in*  It  mull  alio  b 


e 


[ 
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j/ 


A*!? frLhv/W/;u^ofl,fe  ‘s  not  required  by  t! 
of  Chr.lt;  though  the  whole  defign  of  tt 

golpel  .s  to  promote  holinefs  ;  anti  we  are  expreil 

.old  that  the  grace  of  God  which  brings  fal  vatioi 

::tVJVhVlenymZ  ung°fliinefs  &  worldly  luff 

pre fentworid  f  d  SodIy  in  th 

preient  mi  J,  Tit.  it.  1 1,  i2.  And  it  rauft  eve 

,  .  uPP0*ed,  that  the  nature  of  the  glorious  Go 
h  i  :n  fe  If  mu  ft  be  changed  ;  that  he  can  look  upon  fin  wit 

nofiL0^1^"  5  3  be  pleafal  With  What  is  mo  ft  or 
pol.te  to  his  own  purity  and  reftitude.  It  rnuft  b 

ppPP°fed,  that  D.avif s  murder  and  adultery,  tha 
eur  s  denying  his  Lord,  with  curling  and  fwear 
mg,  &c.  were  acceptable  to  God.  What  blafphe. 
iny,  what  fuoverfion  of  the  very  light  and  law  o 
nature,  are  contained  in  finch  principles  as  thefe  !- 

via  /°,l  W1:  iay;  perhnlJS-  £hat  i£  does  not  ob 
VT  the  difficulty,  to  fhevv  the  inconfiitenct 
and  incongruity  of  thefe  principles,  while 
the  qi.eft.on  yet  remains,  whether  thev  do  not  (hou 
wicked  foever)  neceffarily  follow  from  my  doctrine 
of  our  union  to  Chrift.— To  which  it  is  fufficien:  tc 
anlvver,  that  by  virtue  of  a  believer’s  union  toChrifl 
his  nghteoufnefs  is  imputed,  to  anfwer  the  demands 
ot  the  juttice  and  law  of  God  ;  and  thereby  to  re- 
concile  the  believer  to  God  :  but  not  to  legitimate 
his  (mful  actions.  It  is  to  procure  him  a 'pardon 
or  paltfins  ;  and  not  a  licenl'e  for  future  tranfnref- 
iions.  It  is  to  free  him  from  the  guilt  and  con¬ 
demning  power  of  On  ;  but  not  to  change  the  na¬ 
ture,  and  deftroy  the  infepnrable  efferirial  defert  of 

,,t  lrue>  tnat  the  believer  is  hereby  intereft- 
edin  frod  s  covenant. mercy  and  love  •  and  there- 
ore  fccure  of  a  gradual  Janflijicathn,  whereof  his 
repentance,  hatred  of,  and  forrow  for  fin,  is  a  pe- 
tnlur  and  principal  part.  Whence  it  follows,  that 
we  mujt  mourn  for  our  fins,  repent  of,  and  hate 
taem,  m  order  to  evidence  our  union  to  Chrift,  and 
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in'tereft  in  him^  and  not  live  contentedly  in  fir?, 
from  a  vain  dream  of  our  union  to  him.  1  here  can 
be  no  fuch  thing  in  nature,  as  an  impenitent  true 
believer  ;  and  therefore  all  conclufions  of  this  kind 
are  groundiefs  and  impious* 

;  ;  4  . 

2 .  It  is  a  faff  moft  notorious,  and  admits  of  no 
difpute,  that  believers  have  not  a  perfect  perfonal 
and  inherent  righteoufnefs  in  the  fight  of  God  ; 
and  therefore  the  dodtrine  under  consideration  af¬ 
fords  no  handle  for  Inch  licentious  pleas,  as  you 
have  fuggelled — Chntl’s  righteoufnefs  imputed  to 
ns,  it  is  true,  is  perfect  ;  and  therefore  our  jufifiy 
‘  cation  is  perfect  too  by  virtue  of  our  interest  in  it,  io 
that  on  that  account  we  have  no  caule  oi  any  cm- 
quiefment  and  uneafinefs.  But  what  is  our  own 
perfonal  righteoufnefs  l  It  is  filthy  rags ,  Ifa.  lxiv.  6. 
It  is  lofis  and  dung ,  Phil.  iii.  8.  And  if  me  fay ,  me 
have  no  fin,  me  deceive  ourf elves  ;  and  the  truth  is  not 
in  us ,  i  John  i.  8 — Have  we  no  caule  therefore  to 
lament  the  imperfection  of  our  own  righteoufnefs, 
becaufe  Chrift’s  righteoufnefs  is  perfect?  Have  we 
no  caufe  to  lament  the  great  defects  of  our  fan  edifi¬ 
cation,  becaufe  our  juftification  is  per  fed;  ?.  Have  we 
no  matter  of  uneafinefs  on  account  of  our  non-con*. 
formity  to  the  holinefsof  God,  becaufe  his  vindic¬ 
tive  juftice  is  fatisfied  ?  Have  wc  no  occation  to  la¬ 
ment,  that  we  are  no  more  prepared  3nd  ripened 
for  heaven,  becaufe  we  hope  to  elcape  hell  ?  Have 
we  no  reafon  to  lament  the  di  (honour  we  do  to  God, 
becaufe  he  has  in  infinite  mercy  been  pleafed  to 
pardon  our  fins,  and  make  us  heirs  of  glory  ?  And 
in  fine,  have  we  no  (Ins  to  repent  of,  when  k  in  ma¬ 
ny  things  we  all  offend,’  and  when  our  offences  are 
peculiarly  aggravated,  by  our  diftingui  filing  privi¬ 
leges  and  obligations  ?  I  fpeak  thele  things  upon 
the  fuppofition  that  we  have  an  affura'rice  of  a  jufi - 
fiedft ate  ;  which  (as  I  have  before  proved)  no  man 


. 
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ejer  had  or  can  have,  while  he  mates  light  of 

'"ng.  It  is  little  likely,  that  thev  a,-P  t,-,h  u  ?• 
who  believe  in  ru  { >  ‘ "*H  tlley  aie  ti  ue  behev 

'they  are  rrne  Ch  1  f°r  3  *****  only  ;  or  t 
tney  are  true  penitents,  whofe  only  motive  is 


ted'3  Are  J i  ULnt°  Which  thoi'e  hands  are  i 
ted  Accordingly  he  achially  bare  our  (ins  fj 

at The "it i K'LZ"  bhn  i 

■  ,  1,5  Ulat  the  believer  coni  mi  its  fin  -h-» 

crhiS  r?  ™  Cl?i^  “d  »Vh«  bdi, 

. ,  m'n,e11-  1  hey  are  bis  (ms,  not  ours.  Thev  - 

.  heady  accounted  for  by  him  ;  and  confequenclv 
not  now  to  be  repented  of  by  us.  You  fufre 
you  lay,  tnat  there  are  too  many  among  us  vvh: 
t]u.et  t he m fe Ives  with  foch  dangerous  pretenc 
v  it  t  going  on  in  linful  practices  ;  that  thefe  fee 
o  ound  their,  .erroneous  principles  upon  the  d< 

V  !nc  ta“Bh‘  1,1  1’y  hift  :  And  you  defire  me  to  cr 
ticer,  whether  they  do  not  naturally,  flow  from  it 

1  here  needs  nor  other  an  Aver  to  this,  than 
hewvou,  that  bur  fins  are  to  be  con  fide  redir 

retfii1  !h'e}’  to  be  confidered  wi 

neA  C  P\luUo^  °r  tontrarie-ry  to  the  ho 

nets  of  God  ;  with  refpeS  to  their  innate  euilt  , 

confrariMy.to  the  preceptive  will  of  God  ;  and  wi 
.  pi  c.  .o  their  dtftrt,  or  relation  to  the  penalty  d 
mumced  againfl  them  by  the  juffice  and  law  of  Go, 

‘he  ,att®r  fenfe,  on,yi  that  our  blelTed  S. 
.  r  ha,e,  our  fi*s\  ancl  was  marie  (in  for  Us  •  an 

‘ Jat  QUI'  fins  ar£  by  vir£ue  of  our  union  to  Chriflim 


puted  to  him,  and  efteemedas  his.— If  this  be  cl  if.' 
tinclly  confidei  ed,  the  cale;  will  appear  mo  ft  plain 
and  evident.  r 


.  ^  we  confide*  Cm  with  reipeft  to  its  hkt  or  polhu 
tiOn,  it  is^the  abpminabje  thing,  Which  God’s  foul 
hates*  it  is  what  he  e  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  be- 
uold  and  what-Ae  cannot  hqk.on  but  with  abhor- 
rence  and  deteilation.  Now  it;  were  the  preafefl 
blaiphemy,  to  fnppofe,  that  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
did  m  this  lenfe  take  our  fins  upon  him,  fo  as  to  be 
panuted  and  defiled  with,  them*  Be  was  holy 
harm! els,  undefiled  ;  (and  in  this  reipe&j  feparate 
from  fin  tiers.*  Me  was  ‘  a  Lamb  without  foot  and 
without  blemifli.’  He  was  God's  f  beloved  fon,  in 
whom  he  was  well  pleafed.*-— In  this  fenfe  then 
lin  belongs  even  to  the  believer  himfelf,  notwirh- 
itandmg  his  union  to  Chrifh  The  pollution  of  his 
.  was  neve^  transferred  to  Chrifh  But  PMPVM  1 1  r*» 
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Father,  to  make  interceffion  for  them. — It  is  ther 
fore  certain,  that  all  fuch  who  do  not  improve  th 
privilege,  who  do  not  repair  to  the  blood  ofChr 
for  cleanfing,  but  remain  carelefs  and  fecure  in  the 
fins,  were  never  yet  united  to  Chrift,  never  clean 
ed  from  their  filthinefs  :  ’But  are  notwithftandir 
all  their  vain  dreams  of  an  union  to  Gh rift,  liable 
meet  with  that  final  fen Pence,  ‘  He  which  is  filth 
let  him  be  filthy  ftill.* 

^  *  * 

If  we  confider  fin  with  refpecl*  to  its  innate  gun 
or  contrariety  to  the  law  of  God,  the  fins  of  belie 
ers,  as  well  as  others,  are  a  tranfgrejjion  of  God'slai 
a  contempt  of  his  dominion  and  authority,  a  repuj 
nancy  to  his  nature  and  will,  a  dilhonor  to  his  nam 
and  an  injury  to  his  kingdom  and  intereft  in  ti 
world  ;  in  all  which  refpeds,  they  bring  guilt  upc 
the  fouls  of  the  offenders)  in  proportion  to  the  n 
ture  and  aggravations  of  the  tranfgreifions.  No 
I  hope,  none  will  be  fo  daringly  blafphemous,  as 
fuppofe,  that  our  fins  are  in  this  refpedt  transfern 
to  Chrift  ;  that  the  bleffed  Saviour  of  the  world  h 
tranlgrefied  the  law  of  God,  or  diihonored  his  ho 
name.  4  For  he  did  no  fin,  neither  was  guile  four 
in  his  mouth.  He  always,  did  thofe  thii?gs  vvhii 
pleafed  his  heavenly  Father/  There  is  no  pofiibi 
ry,'  from  the  nature  of  things,  that  the  innate  gn 
of  lin,  or  the  rctus  culpa  (as  the  fchools  expreis  i 
can  be  transferred  from  one  perfon  to  another. - 
Whoever  represents  the  perfon  of  the  bffende 
and  is  his  fu  re  ty,  bears  the  punifhment  he  defer  vet 
yet  the  original  guilt,  the  obliquity,  the  enormit 
fault  or  crime  of  the  offenfive,  lies  at  the  offender 
door  ;  and  can  he  no  where  e)fe — Whence  it  fc 
low  s,  that  the  believer’s  union  to  Chrift  can  no  w; 
change  the  nature  of  his  finful  actions,  and  ma] 
that  guiltlefs  and  innocent,  whillt  repugnant  to  tl 
nature  and  law  of  God.  Though  it  deliver  fro 


min  able  to  God,  and  worthy  of  eternal  death. 


Father,  he  is  a  provoked  Father,  when  his  children 
*  forfake  his  law,  and  walk  not  in'his  judgments 
und  therefore  he  (  vifits  their  tranforeflion  with  the 
rod,  and  their  iniquity  with  (tripes  though  £  he 
does  not  utterly  take  away  his  loving-kindnefs  from 
them  ;  nor  furfer  his  faithfulness  to  fail- ^  Piahn 
Ixxxix.  30,  31,  32*  Hav£  not  believers  therefore 
caufe  to  be  deeply  aiTe&ed  with  their  (ins,  to  la¬ 
ment  then]  before  God  ;  and  penitently  to  fly  to  the 
blood  of  Chriil  for  pardon,  when  they  render  them 
guilty  in  the  light  of  God,  are  provoking  and 
difpleafing  to  him  ;  and  ju(lly  deferve  his  eternal 
wrath  ? 

But  if  we  proceed  in  the  la/f  place,  to  confider  fin 
with  reaped:  to  its  law-defert ,  or  demerit  w  ith  regard 
to  the  penalty  annexed  to  it,  by  the  juliice  and  law 
of  God,  in  this  fenfe  Chrift  bare  our  j ms ,  for  us  ;  and 
took  upon  him  all  the  iniquities  of  thofe,  who  are  in- 
terefted  in  and  united  to  him — He  bare  our  fins  in 
his  own  body  upon  the  tree  that  is,  he  bare  the 
pumjhment  due  to  us  for  fin,  when  he  offered  him- 
lelf  a  facrifice  upon  the  crofs.  ‘  He  was  made  a 
curfe  for  us  */  and  underwent  the  curie  that  was 
due  to  us.  He  was  made  a  fur  el y  of  the  better  Tef 
lament ;  and  io  the  dreadful  debt  was  transferred, 
ft  om  the  principal  debtors,  to  him  •  and  he  being  a 


1  bus  believers  partake  of  the  blehednefs  alcribe d  ro 
11m,  ‘  whole  tranfgrefiion  is  forgiven,  whole  (in  is 
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them  •  <-.h  meT’s  „B0W  no  condemnation  to 

from  the  2rf  "V  ..rdf  Jefus-’  They  are  acquitted 

eKercilin/r  ^  ai,th?(lr  foi'mer  fins>  upon  their 
b S  ^  m‘  h  'n,Chrlft-  ‘Through  faith  in  his 

■  m  »  Ci.rifl  s  righteoufnefs  is  declared  for  t'^e  re- 

muhon  of  their  fins  TH  AT  ARE  PAST.’  Rom. 

commnerf Ut  °I  W‘!  their  ftate  of  location  be 
w,v  "r  ’  and  [neir  f,?s  paft  pardoned,  but  in  the 
jZ  plowed  exercife  of  faith  towards  our  Lord 
J  ,1  .  nft’  and  repentance  towards  God  i  How 

j'.  ..  they  make  any  progrefs  in  the  divine  life,  but 
•■/  a  renewed  flight  to  the  fountain  of  grace,  for  new 
Supplies  offpintual  life  and  Mrength  ?  From  whence 
"en  can  any  man  fetch  arguments,  for  a  carelefs  in- 
d'fkrenre  about  his  fins,  unlefs  he  be  alfo  carelefs 
ana  indifferent  about  the  favour  of  God,  and  his  own 
eternal  w  eifare  ?  4  Let  no  man  deceive  himfelf  with 
vain  words nor  dream  of  e  any  inheritance  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Chrift  and  of  Cod,’  w  hile  he  can  fin 
without  care  or  fear.  For,  hecaufe  of  thefe  things 
comet h  the  wrath  of  God  upon  the  children  of  difobe. 
dunce*  £ph.  v.  5,  6. 


You  go  on  to  argue,  “  If  believers  are  united  to 
v-  hri^:  in  the  manner  cjefcribed,  fo  that  his  obedience 
to  the  law  was  performed  on  their  behalf,  and  is  be- 
<  ome  their  obedience,  it  then  follows,  that  they  have 
,n  fulfilled  the  law  in  all  refpetfs  ;  and  it  can 

therefore  have  no  more  demands  upon  them  ;  and 
confequently  they  can  be  no  more  chargeable' with 
ii  1  ;  nor  have  occalion  to  be  concerned  about  it-— r— 
•i  or  whti e  there  is  no  law.  there  is  no  tran fp ref- 
lion.”  h 


in  anfwer  to  this  objection,  I  fiiall  firfc  endeavour 
to  fhew  you,  in  w  hat  relpedls  our  blefied  Saviour  has 
iii  our  place  and  Itead  aufwered  the  demands  of  the 


'  .. 
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iaw>  fnd  thereby  deliver  the  believer  from  its  power 
and  dominion :  and  then  proceed  to  ihew,  in  what 
refpefts  the  law  has  ftill  a  claim,  to  the  believer’s 
cbfervance,  not  with  ft  an  ding  his  imerell  in,  and  un- 
ion  to  the  Lord  Jeius  Chrift, 

Onr  bleffed  Redeemer  has  tliefe  feveral  ways  ful- 
hlied  tne  Jaw  for  believers  :  he  has  fulfilled  all  the 
f  end  demands  of  it ;  and  hath  ‘  redeemed  us  from 
e  curie  of  the  law,  being  made  a  c„rft,  !or  us  , 

{  '  J3-  We  being  guilty  criminals,  the  iuiu  con- 

oemus  us  to  deferved  punilhuiem  ;  and  the  juitice  of 

th  The  b1^  Savour  has 

tnertioi  e  ilept  m  between  us  and  the  avenghm  iuf. 

t,ce  of  God  ;  and  has  received  the  Uamin.-  (word  in- 

lo  hts  own  bowds.  Juftice  is  fatisfied"  and' dm 
blefled  fuwy^Se^^Xs  ^  this 

nioral  agents.;  and  accordingly  the  origin  t  J 
m  our  acceptance  with  God  wore,  •  Do  this  if  c- 

.  fhe  lna”  which  doth  theie  thioos  Vhl’l  ll !  K* 
mc:D-  curled  is  every  ’  .  '  t  Cf  by 

until  not  in  all  things  of  the  W  to  ^  them.’  Now 
^  * ‘lit  nas  in  this  .,ir  r  ,  ,  iN,ow 

of  the  He  h is  ‘  fu  filu!  T*  ,'hc  de,na,M,s 

and  taken  away  the  powerof fhe 
4  ftrength  of  fin,’  Lh  i  a  “  ,S  the 

‘  ",ini!h'a5ion  deatli,’  on  the  hehXf  Tthar 

perfonal  ohed’ieme  as  tie  .  iff'  I1'  dl 

With  Cod.  I  S  l'i  ,l,  ir  ««I»- 

dienes  ro  fulfil  the  nre*  an'ci  til)  u^iVe  one- 

*  niiafied.  G„d  reco?  fiedP  !'•  ■' * j-M» 
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there  is  an  infinite  merit  in  this  twofold  obedienc 
of  our  blefied  Mediator. — He  being  an  infinite  per 
ion,  the  value  of  his  obedience  was  proportioned  t 
the  glory  and  dignity  of  his  Divine  nature  ;  and  h 
has  therefore  by  his  fulfilling  the  law,  purchafed  al 
grace  here  and  glory  hereafter,  for  all  who  ilia! 
believe  in  him,  and  be  thereby  united  to  him  — 
Thus  then,  the  believers  ‘  fir fl  hulband  is  dead 
that  they  are  loofed  from  the  law  of  their  hufhand 
And  they  are  become  dead  to  the  law  by  the  boch 
of  Chrift,  that  they  may  be  married  to  another,  evei 
to  him  who  is  railed  from  the  dead  as  the  apoflli 
argues,  Rom.  vii.  2,  4- 

And  now  in  order  to  anfwer  the  feeond  part  o 
my  promife,  andfhewyou  in  what  refpecl  the  land 
has  ffill  a  claim  to  the  believer’s  objervance  ;  I  muf 
remind  you  of  what  I  have  formerly  obferved  t< 
you,  that  the  moral  law  is  alfo  to  be  confidered  as  ; 
rale  of  living, as  the  ifandard  or  directory  of  our  con 
duCl.  As  fuch,  it  is  a  copy  or  tranfeript  of  the  divint 
perfections,  in  particular  of  his  reCtitude,  juflice,  anc 
holinefs  ;  and  therefore  is  immutable,  like  the  infi 
nirely  glorious  nature  from  whence  it  was  deri 

ved _ It  is  utterly  inconfiilcnt  with  the  infinite  per 

feCtions  of  the  glorious  God,  for  him  to  give  us  ; 
rule  of  life,  contrary  to  what  is  contained  in  the 
moral  law*  Should,  the  law  in  this  fenfe  be  abroga¬ 
ted  and  buried,  the  holinefs  and  jutiice  of  God  muf 
be  buried  in  the  ruins  of  it — Now  though  our  blef 
fed  Saviour  has  in  this  fenfe  alfo  fulfilled  the  law 
he  has  fulfilled  it  to  eftablijh  it,  and  not  to  vacate 
or  deftroy  it.  He  lias  fulfilled  it  as  our  exemplar 
to  give  us  a  pattern  of  obedience,  that  we  may  wall- 
in  his  Heps.  He  hath  fulfilled  it  to  glorify  his  hea 
venly  Father,  that  in  imitation  of  him  we  alfo  ma} 
glorify  him,  by  bringing  forth  much  fruit. — In  t hi 
rdpset  then,  the  law  retains  its  full  demand  upot 
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vus.  (  Do  we  then  make  void  the  law  by  faith  ? 
God  forbid  !  Yea,  we  eftablifh  the  law/  Rom.  iij‘ 

*  )VJth  refPert  to  the  law ,  as  a  of  life,  our 
'blelled  Saviour  allures  us,  that  it  is  eafier  for  hea- 
ven,  and  earth  to.pafs  away,  than  one  tittle  of  the 
law  to  fall/  Luke  xvh  17 — How  vile  and  abomina¬ 
ble  therefore  are  thole  pretences,  that  there  remains 
no  lawy  to  regulate  our  con  dud  ;  that  we  are  un¬ 
der  no  bonds  to  obedience,  that  we  have  no  law  to 
tranfgrefs  ;  and  therefore  no  Jins  to  lament  !  Has 
tae  bldTed  Saviour  fhed  his  precious  blood,  to  open 
a  aoo r  to  licentioufnds  ?  Has  he  come  to  legitimate 
aiawiefs,  carelefs,  worldly  and  fenfual  life?  No 
oi  e  y,  lie  came  with  a  quite  contrary  view  •  ‘  to 
ret  eem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  to  purify  unu/him- 
..  a  Pe2?[lar.  PeoP]e>  zealous  of  good  works/  l  it. 
%  140  ]  “€  IdW  muft  certainly  be  either  the  rule 

of  our  eondud,  while  we  live,  or  the  ride' of  our  h, 
na  trial  and  condemnation,  in  the  day  of  Chrift™ 
0llS  our  conformity  to  the  law ,  as  a  rule  of  li'e 
oe  neither  an  atonemem  for  our  fins,  nor  a  purchafe 
/  /  div)‘le  ^vor, nor  thecovenant-condition  of  our 
pardon  and  acceptance  with  God:  Yet  it  is  in  the  na 
ture  of  things  and  in  the  dodfrine  of  the  gafpe!  the 
believer  s  path-way  to  eternal  fife.  «  ffe  tl.lt  fair/ 

I  know  1,  m  and  keepeth  not  his  com  nandmer  s  ’ 

ne|fUrhis  no£  i!1  kin.,’  .John  ill 

r  f  at  ke  abide th  in  him,  ought  hitnfelf  a! 
fo  fo  to  walk,  even  as  he  walked.’  r  John  6 

law  ’  i  IT  •C°mmi<t!£th  fill>  trapfgrdfeth  alfo  'the' 
T’  J“  ln  "V  4-  For  this  ^  the  love  of  (> 

‘  If  vW£f /,ep.  his  commandments,’  t  John  v."-/’ 

nire5L‘  Tfi  ‘  /  -r°,yal  la,w  according  to  the  Scrip. 

,1  ’  ,,  J  kou  lnait  love  tny  neighbor  as  thyfeif  lL. 

do  well/  James  fi.  5.  n  •>  eir>  ye 

d^h-TV**  '■  bel?nfts' foymr  to  ccnfiJer,  whe- 
U  £  1C  Antlnomi2ns  have  any  handle  at  all  for 
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their  licentious  principles,  from  the  do&rine  of  our 
union  to  Chrifl,  rightly  conficlered  and  underflood. 
Ji  no  man  can  have  any  good  evidence  of  his  union 
to  Chriit,  without  a  repentance  and  humiliation  Yoi 
Ins  offences  againfl  God,  then  no  man  can  have  rea- 
fon  to  be  eafy  and  feccre  in  finning,  from  a  pre¬ 
emption  of  his  union  to  Ghrifl. — If  the  fins  of  believ¬ 
ers  zve  by  virtue  of  their  union  to  Chrill  more  ag¬ 
gravated,  than  the  fins  of  other  men,  they  have 
more  caufe  than  others  to  lament  their  fins  before 
God,  and  to  be  deeply  humbled  on  the  account  of 
them. — It  believers,  as  well  as  others,  muff  repent 
ot  their  fins,  or  perifh,  they  have  then  the  fame 
caufe,  which  others  have  to  mourn  for  their  fins, 
and  with  the  greatefl  deteflation  to  renounce  and 
for  fake  them. — If  believers,  by  means  of  their  union 
to  Chrifl,  though  perfe&ly  juflified,  are  yet  not  per¬ 
fectly  iandlified,  but  in  many  things  do  all  offend ;  if 
Ghrifl  has  not  taken  away  the  pollution  of  fin, and  per- 
fonal  innate  guilty  though  he  has  borne  the  curfe,  and 
taken  away  the  penalty  of  fin  from  believers  ;  if  the 
law  (till  remains  a  rule  of  obedience  to  believers ;  and 
if  their  dev  iation  from,  or  violation  of  that  rule, be  of 
the  na  tore  of  fin,  and  brings  them  under  guilt  and  de¬ 
filement,  they  have  then  caufe  to  be  humbled  for 
their  (ins,  to  groan  under  the  burthen  of  them,  and 
ardently  to  pant  after  deliverance  from  their  re¬ 
maining  body  of  death — All  the  premifes  are  (f 
think)  fully  proved  ;  and  the  Confequences  cannot 
therefore  be  fairly  denied. — Whence  it  follows,  that 
whoever  quiet  their  conscience  with  fvich  vain  pre¬ 
tences,  expofe  themfelves  to  the  dreadful  confe¬ 
quences  of  a  licentious  life,  divine  rejection,  and  a 
wrath  unto  the  uttermofl. 

Thus  1  have  briefly  anfvvered  your  feveral  pleas 
in  favor  of  the  libertines  of  the  prefen t  age,  by  rca- 
ionings,  which  cannot  fail  of  giving  you  fart  is  f  aft  ion, 
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if  duly  confidered. — You  will  be  pleafed  to  bear 
with  me,  whilft  I  offer  one  anfwer  more,  which  will 
equally  obviate  all  your  objections;  and  difeover 
them  all  to  be  groundlefs,  unreafonable  and  irre¬ 
ligious. 

You  will  readily  allow,  if  it  be  impojfble  from 
the  nature  of  things ,  that  any  one  who  is  truly  united 
to  Jefus  Chrifl;,  fhould  be  habitually  carelefs  and  at 
eafe,  indifferent  and  indolent  in  a  way  of  [inning ,  that 
your  objections  are  then  all  groundlefs,  and  with¬ 
out  any  rational  foundation.  And  that  this  is  fo, 
may  be  made  abundantly  clear  and  evident^ 

If  a  true  and  fincere  love  to  Cod ,  be  a  neceflary 
confequence  of  our  union  to  Jefus  Chrift,  and  be  al- 
fo  utterly  in  confident  with  thofe  licentious  conclu- 
lions,  which  you  have  mentioned  ;  it  will  then  fol¬ 
low  that  it  is  impoffible  from  the  nature  of  things, 
that  any  one  who  is  truly  united  to  Jefus  Chrifl 
fhould  be  carelefs,  eafy,  and  indifferent  in  a  way  of 
finning — That  all  who  are  united,  to  Jefus  Chrifl 
do  habitually  love  God,  and  dwell  in  the  love  of 
God,  is  exprefsly  afferted  by  the  apoftle,  x  John  iv. 
16.  *  God  is  love  ;  and  he  that  dwelleth  in  Jove 

dwelleth  in  God,  and  God  in  him.*  And  it  is  alfo 
neceflary  from  the  very  nature  of  our  union  to 
C.hrift.  Being  united  to  Chrifl  we  /hall  partake  of 
all  the  graces  of  the  blelfed  Spirit,  which  are  in 
Chrifl,  as  in  a  fountain  or  repofitory  to  be  coinnui- 
nicated  unto  us  ;  as  I  have  (hewn  you  before,  that 
this  need  not  be  infilled  on. 

Let  us  therefore  proceed  toconfidcr,  whether  the 
love  of  God  be,  from  the  nature  of  it,  compatible  or 
conffie’nt  with  a  careleffnefs  and  indifference  about 
finning  a  gain  ft  him — Can  we  love  God,  and  be  care- 
ids  and  indifferent  about  affronting  him,  and  load- 
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ing  him  with  indignity,  at  the  fame  time  ?  Can  wt 

[>V\  od?  a.nd  >'et  bf  content  to  di/honor  his  name 
violate  hts  laws  and  trample  his  facred  author  J 
and  attributes  under  the  feet  of  our  luffs  ?  This  can 

;‘0t  be’ tdI  ove  a"d  hat'-ed,  friendship  and  enmity 
become  the  farrte  thing,  no  ways  to  be  diftinguifhed! 

Our  profeihon  0i  love  would  hardly  be  voted  (in. 
cere  by  one  of  our  fellow  creatures,  who  (hould  find 
us  eafy  , and  indifferent  about  injuring  his  jntereft 
and  reputation,  and  loading  him  with  contempt  and 
indignity.— -Does  not  the  love  of  God  efpecialiy  con- 
bit  m  a  ueure  or,  and  delight  in  a  conformity  to  the 
divine  nature  and  will?  That  they  who  love  Cod 
awtll  in  God  and  Godin  them  ;  that  as  beds ,  Co  are  th°v 

f  [his  world>  i  John  iv.  1 6,  17.  And  can  they  de^ 
lighten  a  conformity  to  God,  and  yet  be  eafy  and 
content  when  they  aft  moil  contrary  to  his  will  and 
in  the  higheft  repugnancy  to  all  his  glorious  andin- 
hmte  perfections  ?— Does  not  the  love  of  God  con- 
(i(t  in  a  hatred  tiffin,  and  of  whatever  is  difpleafinrr' 
in  his  light  ?  Ye  that  love  the  Lord  hate  evil,  Pfal. 
xcvii.  io«  And  can  there  be  any  thing  moreincon- 

bftent,  than  oeing  c.ireleis  and  indifferent  about  fall¬ 
ing  into  fuch  circumftances  as  are  peculiarly  hateful 
and  abhorrent  to  us?— Does  not  the  love  of  God  im¬ 
ply  a  love  to  his  law  ;  and  a  delight  in  complying 
with  his  holy  will  in  all  things?  G  how  love  I  thy  l awl 
it  is  my  meditation  all  the  day,  Phil.  cxix.  97.  For  1 
delight  in  the  law  of  God  after  the  inward  man,  Rom. 
vii.  ii-  And  is  it  confident,  is  it  not  the  higheft  con¬ 
tradiction,  to  love  the  law  of  God,  to  delight  in  an 
obfervation  of  it,  and  a  conformity  to  it,  and  yet  be 
indifferent  and  unconcerned  about  a  violation  of  it, 
or  a  non  conformity  to  it?  Does  not  the  love  of 
God,  in  the  nature  of  it,  imply  a  life  of  aftual  obe¬ 
dience  ?  ‘  if  ye  love  me,  keep  my  commandments,’ 
John  xiv.  j 1  If  ye  keep  my  commandments,  ye 
■ikal!  abide  in  any  love/ John  xv.  10.  And  can  any 
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thing  be  more  contradictory,  than  keeping  God^ 
commandments,  and  a  carelefs  indjfferency  about 
breaking  them  ?  Is  there  no  gratitude  in  our  love  to 
God,  nofenfe  of  our  obligations  tp  his  infinite  good- 
nefs  and  compalhon  ;  and  no  fenfe  of  our  ungrate¬ 
ful  abufe  of  his  amazing  difpenfations  of  benignity 
and  mercy,  in  our  ranfom  from  hell,  by  the  blood 
of  his  fon,  in  our  gofpel-privileges  and  advantages, 
in  our  participation  of  his  fpecial  diftinguifhing  grace, 
and  in  our  hopes  of  glory  ?— -Is  the  love  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther  a  light  thing,  with  us,  in  chooflng  us  before 
others  from  the  foundation  of  the.  world,  in  giving 
his  own  Son  to  redeem  and  fave  us  ;  and  in  fending 
his  Holy  Spirit  to  fulfil  his  good  pleafure  in  ourfouls, 
and  fix  us  for  heaven  ?  —  Is  the  blood  of  the  Saviour 
a  light  thing  with  us,  whereby  we  are  ranfomed  from 
death  and  hell,  and  made  heirs  of  the  future  glory  \ 
Is  the  fandtifying,  comforting  and  quickening  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  blefled  Spirit  a  light  thing  with  us,  where¬ 
by  we  are  brought  near  to  God,  enabled  to  obtain 
communion  with  him,  and  are  qualified  for  the  eter¬ 
nal  inheritance  ?  Can  we  difnonor  the  Father,  tram¬ 
ple  upon  the  blood  of  the  Son,  and  grieve  the  Holy 
Spirit,  without  care,  concern  or  fear;  and  yet  make 
pretences  to  an  union  to  Chrifl,  and  to  the  iove  of 
God  A  vain  dream  !  A  mod  inconfiftent  and  con¬ 
tradictory  pretence  ? 

I  hope,  I  have  by  this  time  given  you  fufficient 
evidence,  of  the  w7eaknefs  and  impiety  of  thofe  ob¬ 
jections,  you  have  alledged  in  favour  of  the  Antirio- 
mians  :  and  would  therefore  only  juft  add  this  fur¬ 
ther  remark,  That  though  we  fhould  never  difho- 
nour  our  blefled  Saviour,  by  doubting  of  his  fuffi- 
ciency  for  us,  be  our  cafe  what  it  wiJ  1  ;  though  we 
fhould  never  indulge  diffracting  doubts  and  fears, 
which  will  drive  us  from  God,  unfit  us  for  duty,  and 
bring  difhonor  upon  that  infinite  mercy  in  which 
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we  n°pe  ;  and  though  we  fcould  not  prefemly  d 
up  our  foundations,  and  call  all  our  hopes  and  e 

SSe*' Y  rqTfti°n’  be7Ure  of  our  difallow, 
iitirinmeo  .  \  et  if  we  are  united  to  Chrift  we  ra 

noc  iad  of  mourning  for  our  fins,  and  bringing  the 

to  the  blood  of  Chrift  for  pardon  ;  wecannltf 

heg'  0an!’eWf  burdened>  and  to  efteem  our  fins  ft 
heavieft  burden  we  have  in  the  world  Thour 

XI  and  ou8.ht  t0  "/"«■  always,  in  the  richn 

lumen  ,'ng  mer7  andl°fe,  yet  we  cannot  bt 
ument  and  groan  always  after  deliverance  from  th 
le.naming  body  of  death. 


^ou  proceed  to  object,  that  “  if  my  doftrinc  . 

ne  believers  union  to  Chrift  be  true,  you  cannot  k 

ow  we  can  prove  our  juftification  by  oui -fanaficc 

t  on.  .  or  according  to  that  fcherne,  our  jultjfics 

t.on  depends  wholly  upon  our  union  to  Chrift  -  bt 

Moihing  at  all  upon  our  fandtification  — Is  it  not  the 

t.ie  moft  rational  proceeding,  to  prove  our  juftific; 

ion  by  that  on  which  it  does  depend.,  rather  tha 

oy  that  00  which  it  does  not  depend  ;  by  that  vvhicl 

ooes  julhly  us,  rather  than  by  that  which  does  no 

joituy  us ,?  how  can  we  prove  our  juftification  b- 

xhat  wiiicn  procures  no  freedom  from  guilt,  no  titb 

•to  the  favour  of  God,  no  claim  to  eternal  falva 
tion  V> 


In  anfwer  to  which  I  mud  entreat  you  to  confi- 
der,  whether  there  be  anyway  To  certain  to  prove 
the  exigence  cf  the  caufe,  as  by  the  production  of  the 
ejfc .*  and  whether  there  be  any  way  whatfoever 
to  evidence  that  there  is  a  caufe,  if  there  be  no  effefl;  ; 
01  ^  eiFe£l:  be  utterly  unknown.  How  do  we 
know  the  evidence  of  God  ;  but  by  his  word  and 
works,  which  are  vifible  effe&s  of  his  being;  and 
theieby  vifibj  eevidences  and  difeoveries  of  his  glo- 
n -us  perfedtioivs  1  o  apply  this  to  the  prefent 
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cafe. 


How  can  we  evidence  our  union  to  Chrift 
-rid  our  acceptance  with  God  thereby,  but  bv  the 
actings  of  grace,  and  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs,  which 
art  the  effects  ot  it? — t  he  iubjeft  matter  to  be 
«.ade  evident  to  our  confciences,  is  this,  that  we 
have  received  the  Lord  Jefus  Chriit  by  faith,  f0  are 

whun'r  ind  the^eby  juf lifted  in  the  fight  of 
God.  Wei],  if  this  be  fo,  ‘  the  life  which  we  now 
live  in  the  flefli,  we  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of 
God,  Gal.  11.  20.  ‘  We  are  purifying  ourfelves 

eve,,  as  he  is  pure,’  i  John  iii.  If  we  ‘  have  re 

Cent  6hn  AJf!5s  the  Lord’ we  alfo  waIk  in  hinV 

Coi.  ji.  6._ And  do  we,  upon  an  impartial  trial,  find 
this  fo .  Do  we  live  m  a  humble  conftant  depend 
ence  upon  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the  fountain  of 
all  grace;  and  the  author  of  our  eternal  falvation’ 
Do  we  hate  every  falfe  way  •  and  crucify  our  flelh 
with  its  affections  and  lulls  ?  Do  we  live  in  the  hive 
of  God,  and  carefully  andferioully  attend  everyway 
of  known  duty  towards  him  ?  Do  we  live  in  throve 
of  our  neighbour  ;  *nd  are  we  confcientious  in  the 
performing  the  duties  of  every  relation  and  r h 

ssas-  & 

O  evidence  their  j  unification  bv  their  -V,//;  nd 

>7  ?  up  szzszz  t'iizi/cd 

etore  they  have  good  evidence  of  fl!l  °°d' 

• » •>  .hiS,8„,eiP>“Terl  ;  ,  '"*'«! 

■  "id“"  0f  "0**  in  ■^rr^n.care/teSii'.* 
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willingnefs  to  deceive  themfelves.  With  this,  there 
h  no  need  of  joy  for  that  evidence ,  of  what  is  alrea¬ 
dy  confirmed  by  a  much  better  witnefs.  I  there¬ 
fore  conclude,  that  as  the  fcripture  no  where  makes, 
and  as  the  reafon  and  order  of  things  no  way  al¬ 
lows,  joy  and  comfort  to  be  evidences  of  our  juflifi- 
ed  (fate,  we  lhould  fee  to  it,  that  we  clear  up  our 
title  to  the  divine  favour,  by  better  evidence.  And 
what  other  can  we  polfibly  find,  but  what  I  am  now 
pleading  for?  This,  the  apoftle  allures  us,  is  the 
proper  evidence,  by  which  ‘  the  children  of  God 
are  manifell,  and  the  children  of  the  devil.  Who- 
foever  is  born  of  God,  doth  not  commit  fin,5  and 
4  vvhofoever  doth  not  nghteoufnels,  is  not  of  Gocld 
l  John  iii-  9,  10.  They  therefore,  who  rejecl  this 
evidence,  would  do  well  to  confider,  1 vhofie  children 
they  be,  according  to  this  determination  of  the  a- 
poille. 

Upon  the  whole  then,  our  union  to  Chrill  is  fo  far 
from  affording  the  leaf!  plea  for  licentioufnefs ,  that 
it  lhould  be  confidered  as  the  ttrongeft  argument, 
and  the  moll  powerful  incentive  to  humble, penitent, 
watchful,  holy  and  heavenly  life.  Are  we  united 
to  Chrill?  Are  we,  £  members  of  his  body,  of  his 
flefli,  and  of  bis  bones  V  Surely  then  we  mull  de¬ 
rive  vital  influences  from  fuch  a  fountain  of  fpiritual 
life  :  and  be  partakers  of  his  holinefs .  11  we  find 

not  this  blelfed  effect  in  fome  good  degree,  in  vain 
are  our  pretences  to  an  interell  in  Chrill,  or  union 
to  him.  Are  we  united  to  Chrill,  and  thereby  made 
partakers  ot  his  inetlimable  benefits?  Surely  then 
it  concerns  us  to  endeavour  to  live  cmfiwerable  to  io 
high  a- dignity,  and  fucii  an  honourable  relation.— 
Surely  it  concerns  us  to  teftify  our  gratitude  to  inch 
an  ioiinite  Benefaftcfr,  by  living  to  the  praife  of  the 
glory  of  his  grace  and  love.  W  it h  what  abhorrence 
therefore  lhould  fuch  licentious  thoughts,  as  you 
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have  fuggcfted,-  be  entertained  by  aii  the  true  tlifci- 
pies  of  the  holy  Jesus,  as  not  fit  to  be  f'o  much  as 
Once  named  among  faints  / 

If  you  can  have  patience  with  me,  I  would  brief- 
ly  offer  one  argument  more,  in  favor  of  the  do&rine 
1  hive  infilled  upon  ;  which  mull  recommend  it  a? 
infinitely  preferable  in  point  of  fajely,  to  either  of 
the  contrary  extremes — By  a  ding  up  to  thefe  prin¬ 
ciples  of  mine,  you  can  be  in  no  danger,  as  to  the  fu- 
ture  and  final  event,  finceyou  will  be  built  upon  (Jhrid 
Jfefus  the  fure  foundation  of  hope,  and  by  grace  deri¬ 
ved  from  him,  bring  forth  thofe  fruits  of  holinefs  and 
righteoufnel’s,  which  mud  end  in  eternal  life.— If 
the  Arminians  are  right,  you  alfo  are  right.  For 
you  have  the.  fa mejincerity,  the  fame  good  works . 
which  any  of  them  may  have  to  depend  upon  for 
jultihcation  and  falvation.  And  it  can  be  no  preju¬ 
dice  to  your  falvation,  that  you  ohrained  thefe  in  a 
way  of  dependence  upon  Chnft  only,  as  well  as  in  a 
way  of  diligent  activity — If  the  Antinomians  are 

rlR  *■’ f,ou  3''°  right.  For  you  depend  only 
upon  Carid  for  righieoufnefs  and  firenglh ,  as  well  as 
they  ;  and  it  can  no  ways  be  injurious  to  you,  that 
you  have  mimed  upon  the  neceflityof  holinefs,  as  the 
way  leading  to  eternal  life—But  now,  to  turn  the 
tau..s,  if  tuey  wno  pleau  tor  ju/iificution  by  works. 
are  at  lad  founchn  a  midake  ;  and  indead  of  build¬ 
ing  upon  Chnft  Jefus,  and  the  fovereign  £> race  of 
Ood  in  him,  are  built  upon  the  fund  .•  or  if  they  who 
difchum  the  neceffity  of  holinefs,  are  too  late  found  in 
a  imihiKe,  and  forted  among  the  workers  of  iniquity 
what  w,d  become  of  their  hopes  !  Ho/ dreadful 
will  their clil appointments  be  ! 

That  you  may  he  found  united  to  Chrifk  and  mav 
be  built  up  in  faith  and  holinefs,  with  peace  and 

ed  dS  "Zl  $  hfeaVenIy  kin8dHm> earn- 
eu  CiUiic  aatipraycr  of,  (6ir. 
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L  E  T  T  E  R  XIX. 


Containing  particular  Advices  and  Directions,  for  a 
clofe  and  comfortable  Walk  with  GOD. 


S  I  R, 


OU  juflly  obferve,  that  cc  according  to  my 


IL  “  former  letters,  a  religious  life  muff  be  a 
courfe  of  ferious,  earned,  and  afliduous  application.’* 
And  you  have  therefore  good  reafon  to  be  u  foiled 
tons  in  your  enquiry,  how  you  mu  {[give  diligence  to 
make  your  calling  and  election  fur e  ;  and  how  you 
111  all  find  tha  t  peace  and  pleafure  1  fpeak  of,  in  your 
walk  with  God  ?’* — But  there  is  no  caufe  at  all  of 
any  apprehenlion,  that  you  “  fliall  weary  me  out, 
with  the  cortinual  hnrthenfome  talks  you  are  impof- 
ing  upon  me.” — Indeed,  fir,  you  can  no  way  grati. 
fy  me  more,  than  by  putting  it  in  my  power,  to  be 
any  way  ferviceable  tefyour  bed  interefl. — I  fincere-* 
ly  thank  you,  that  you  are  now  giving  me  the  fatis- 
fadion,  of  propofing  u  feme  diredions  for  a  clofe 
walk  with  God.” — It  is  an  affair  of  the  utmoft  cori- 
fequence  to  myfelf,  as  well  as  to  you  :  an  affair  too 
little  confidered,  even  by  thofe  of  whom  we  mud 
hope  the  better  things  that  accompany  falvation  :  And 
an  affair,  in  which  I  have  caufe  with  lhame  to  con- 
fefs,  that  my  remifnefs  has  turned  to  my  unfpeaka- 
ble  difad  vantage — Let  us  then,  as  in  the  prdence 
of  God,  re  1  olve  by  the  afliftance  of  his  Spirit  and 
grace,  not  only  to  cpnfulr,  but  to  pradife  fuch  me¬ 
thods  of  piety,  as  may  be  likely  means  to  fweeten  the 
fatigues  of  life,  prepare  us  to  encountcrthe  lad  ene¬ 
my, ’and  give  us  a  refrejliing  profped  of  cur  future 
inheritance. 

I  fliall  endeavour  (according  to  your  defire)  to  be 
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plain,  familiar  and  practical,  in  the  directions  and 
counfels  which  I  am  now  to  lay  before  you. 

And  here  my  advice  to  yon  is, 

I.  That  you  endeavour  to  obtain  and  maintain  a 
deep  impreffion  of  this  important  truth,  that  you 
have  but  one  bufinefs  to  do  ;  and  that  every  affair 
and  conduct  of  human  life  muft  b  z  calculated  for,  and 
Juhfervicnt  to,  that  one  great  end  of  your  being.  God 
has  made  us  for  himfelf \  to  glorify  and  enjoy  him. 
We  are  but  *  pilgrims  and  Grangers  upon  earth  */ 
and  ‘  have  here  no  continuing  city.’  There  is  ano- 
ther  if  ate  before  us,  a  flat  e  of  everlaffing  reiidence, 
a  (late  where  we  muft  be  unfpeakably  and  incon¬ 
ceivably  happy  or  miferable,  to  all  eternity.  Onr 
whole  work  therefore  is,  to  be  ‘  prefling  towards 
the  mark  for  the  prize  of  our  high  calling  to  be 
looking  to,  and  preparing  for,  *  another  and  better 
-country,  even  an  heavenly. — This,  i  fay,  is  onr 
whole  bufinefs  ;  and  therefore  not  -to  be  enterprized 
as  a  fecondary  concern  ;  not  to  be  crowded  into  a 
corner,  to  make  room  for  more  agreeable  entertain¬ 
ments  ;  nor  to  be  attended  only  at  our  vacant  hours, 
when  difen  cumbered  from  our  worldly  bufinefs  and 
fenfual  gratifications.  ‘  To  fear  God  and  keep  his 
commandments,  is  the  whole  of  man.’ — You  will 
not  fo  far  mifunderftand  me,  as  to  fuppofe,  that  \ 
am  inculcating  the  ncceflity  of  a  recluie  life,  wholly 
taken  up  in  -devotion',  wholly  feparated  from  the 
common  bufinefs  and  fociety  of  the  world.  No  ]  i 
am  only  recommending  to  you  and  to  myfclf,  a  due 
fenfe,  that  we  are  under  obligations  in  point  of  dutv 
and  intereft,  to  ferve  God,  and  thereby  to  promote 
cur  eternal  welfare,  as  well  at  one  time,  as  another  ; 
and  as  much  in  one  bufinefs  of  life,  as  another  ;  as 
much  in  our  feculiar  affairs,  domeftic  concerns,  com¬ 
pany,  and  diverfions,  as  in  the  i pedal  duties- of  reli- 
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Kion  and  devotion.  Though  thefe  cal!  for  the  more 
iolemn  engagement  of  the  whole  foul  in  their  per- 
lorn, ance,  being  immediately  direfted  to  God  him- 

e  A  ^le  ot^er  a^°  are  t0  he  done  in  obedience 
to  God.,  and  with  an  eye  to  his  glory.  So  that  we 
Dav  e  but  one  bujmcfs  ;  though  we  have  a  great  many 
unties  of  various  kinds  belonging  to  it. 


fu  foive  then,  to  engage  in, and  to  endeavor  to  nia- 
nage  every  affair  of  common  life,  out  of  duty  to  God, 
iih  a  lpiritual  frame  of  foul,  and  with  a  hearty  de- 
V-m.  trhcrein  to  ‘  (hew  yourfelf  approved  unto  God. 
\v  hether  you  eat  or  drink,  or  whatever  you  do,  do 
a.;  to  ttse  glory  of  God.’ — Confider  therefore  that 
you  have  the  fame  God  to  deal  with,  the  fame  omni¬ 
scient  eye  to  ODitrve  and  remember  your  thoughts, 
views,  aifedtions,  frames,  language,  and  behaviour’ 
1  ■  e  converlant  in  the  common  affairs  of  life,  as 
Vv  nen  l]Pon  your  knees  in  your  clofet  or  family /  or 
\n  the  public  worth  ip  of  God’s  houfe  :  and  that’ the 
ianie  upright  views,  the  fame  holy  defires,  the  fame 
'-mb  in  Clinll,  ar£-  neceflary  in  the  one,  as  in  the 
other,  u  you  would  have  them  acceptable  to  God— 
1  confederation  duly  impreffed,  is  the  true  philo- 
fopher'sjlone ,  that  turns  all  to  gold. —This  will  make 
every  thing  ferve  as  a  frdh  gale,  to  waft  us  forward 
to  our  defired  harbor. 


2*  Be  folemnly  careful  to  attend  upon  all  the  or - 
finances  of  Cod ,  without  any  referve.— -The  duties 
and  ordinances  of  religion  belong  to  the  way,  which 
God  has  appointed  us  to  walk  in,  in  order  to  our 
i  a!  vat  ion  :  and  we  muft  be  found  in  his  way,  as  we 
would  expert  his  prefence  and  blefling.— Herein 
be  therefore  careful  to  have  no  referve.  Let  eve¬ 
ry  duty,  whether  of  the  clofet,  the  family,  or  pub¬ 
lic  worfbip,  be  diligently  and  conflantly  maintained, 
each  in  its  proper  feafon.  Live  in  the  omiffion  cf 


of  none  of  them  ;  nor  let  any  ordinary  occurrence 
urexcufe  divert  and  put  you  by,  when  the  proper 
feafon  and  opportunity  calls  for  your  attendance  on 
them. — You  are  under  the  fame  obligations  at  all 
times,  as  at  any  time,  to  perform  duty  ;  and  to  ob- 
ferve  all  duties  as  to  obferve  any.  For  they  are  all 
required  by  the  fame  authority  ;  and  to  be  performed 
to  the  fame  object,  and  for  the  fame  end.  —He  there¬ 
fore  who  lives  in  the  wilful  negled  of  any  known 
duty,  does  thereby  turn  his  back  upon  God  and  his 
falvation.  Herein  then,  the  greatest  carefhould  be 
exercifed,  that  we  may  ‘prove  (or  know  and  do) 
what  is  the  good,  and  period,  and  acceptable  will 
•of  God/  concerning  us. 

You  fhould  alfo  remember,  that  the  duties  of  reli¬ 
gious  worfhip  are  to  be  performed  to  an  omnfcknt 
and  heart  fe arching  God  ;  a  God  who  cannot  be .de~ 
reived,  and  will  n ot  be  m o eked ;  a  God,  w h o  x  will 
be  fandified  in  all  them  that  come  nigh  him,’  and 
who  will  highly  refent  our  ‘  flattering  him  with  our 
lips,  and  lying  to  him  with  our  tongues,  when  our 
hearts  are  far  from  him.’ — You  fhould  therefore  be 
careful,  by  previous  meditation ,  to  obtain  a  lively 
fenfe  of  the  infinite  perfedions  of  the  glorious  God 
to  be  worshiped,  of  the  nature  and  importance  of  the 
duty  to  be  attended  ;  and  to  have  your  affedions 
inflamed  and  much  engaged,  when  you  come  into 
God’s  immediate  prefence,  in  any  ordinance  of  reli¬ 
gious  worfhip.  You  fho.ild  *  keep  your  heart  with 
all  diligence  watch  againfl,  and  carefully  fupprefs 
every  roving  and  wandering  thought,  endeavor  to 
retain  a  lively  impreffion  of  the  divine  prefence  ; 
and  to  keep  up  a  devout  fpiritual  frame  of  foul,  while 
in  the  performance  of  the  worfhip  of  God.  —  Our 
tranfaflions  with  God,  in  the  duties  of  religious  wor- 
fli'p,  above  all  things  call  for  the  greatefl  ferioufnefs, 
watch'fulnds,  and  care.  And  all  the  pains  wc  can 
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take  in  this  matter,  will  prove  too  little*  we  (hall 

1  *lave  catife  to  lament  our  great  defeds  ;  and  to 
mourn  after  the  pardon  of  the  iniquity  of  our  holy 
things }  through  the  blood  of  Chrift. 

3-  Remember,  that  as  you  lie  at  mercy,  fo  you 
nave  a  mercy-feat  to  repair  to  ;  and  that  you  may 
jow  in  hope. — It  is  true,  that  we  neither  have  nor 
can  have  an y  claim  to  the  mercy  of  God,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  any  thing  that  we  door  are  able  to  do  in 
religion.  ‘  Not  for  your  fakes  do  I  this,  faith  the 
-01  c  Goo,  be  it  known  unto  you.  Be  atliamed  and 
confounded  for  your  own  ways,  O  houfe  of  Ifrael.’ 
--But  yet  it  is  alfo  true,  that  the  infinite  mercy  of 
-md  is  more  than  equal  to  all  our  unworthinefs, 
to  all  our  difficulties,  and  to  all  our  wants. — ‘  There 
35  forgivenefs  with  God,  that  he  may  be  feared  ; 
and  with  him  is  plenteous  redemption.’  And  (  God 
is  m  Chriff  reconciling  the  world  to  himfelf,  not  im¬ 
puting  their  trelpaiTes.’ — You  fhotild  approach  the 
prefence  of  God,  not  only  with  a  moft  abating  fenfe 
of  your  finfulnefs,  pollution,  and  un  worthinefs  ;  and 
wuli  moil  earned  importunity  for  the  influences 
o',  Ins  Spirit  and  grace  :  but  alfo  with  a  humble  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  riches  of  his  infinite  mercy  ;  and  with 

o  flTrK)rtTn£  l-°Pe>  that  tor  his  own  fake,  and  for  his 
Serfs  Like,  (though  not  for  your?)  he  will  accept, 
pardon,  fanciify,  and  fave  you  —  While  you  are  en- 
ii  1  taming  hard  thoughts  of  God,  giving  into  def- 
ponding  frames,  and  nourilhing  your  diffracting  dif- 
couraging  fears,  you  are  difhonouring  God  our  Sav- 
iom  ,  griev  ing  the  Holy  Spirit,  hardening  your  own 
heart,  am!  going  further  and  further  from  mercy. 
Come  there, ore  before  God,  f elf-loathing  and  Clf- 
condemning,  yet  not  with  a  diftruffful  dread  ;  But 
come  to  jiim  with  expectation  and  dependence.— 

1  mad  the  merits  of  his  Son  ;  plead  the  riches  of 
h:s  bound  els  grace  ;  yea,  plead  your  own  mifery 


and  want  before  him  :  hope  in  his  mercy,  and  wait 
for  his  falvation. 

4.  Review  your  pa]}  life  ;  and  be  as  particular  as 
you  can,  in  your  repentance  toward  God,  as  auo  in 
letting  all  things  right  with  your  neighbor.  It  is 
our  duty  particularly  to  coufefs  and  lament  our 
fins  before  God  ;  thofe  efpecially  which  are  pecu¬ 
liarly  aggravated,  or  have  been  willingly  and  cuftom- 
aril.y  indulged.  It  is  our  duty  particularly  to  make 
up  all  breaches  with  our  neighbour,  arid  to  repair 
all  injuries  we  have  done  him,  as  far  as  poffiblc.  It 
is  therefore  neceflary,  to  call  ourfelves  to  account 
for  all  the  paft  condutl  of  our  lives,  both  toward 
God  and  man. 

Look  back  then  to  your  early  age,  and  bring  the 
fins  of  your  youth  to  remembrance.  Contefs  them 
particularly,  lament  them  before  God,  and  lift  up 
.your  ardent  and  frequent  petitions  to  him,  that  he 
would  not  remember  the  fins  of  your  youth,  nor  your 
tranfgrejfions .  Continue  your  view  to  th e facet //ne 
periods  of  your  life.  Confider  what  duties  you  have 
omitted ,  whether  perfonal  or  relative  ;  what  parts  of 
infii tuted  wo'rjhip  you  have  negleded,  or  by  a  care- 
lefs,  hypocritical,  and  trilling  performance,  have 
flighted  and  profaned,  whether  in  your  clofet,  in  the 
family,  or  in  the  houfe  of  God.— Confider  what  re¬ 
lations  you  have  fuilained,  and  what  have  been  your 
fpecial  liefeds  in  each  of  them.  Humble  your fc If  in 
the  fight  of  God,  on  account  of  them  all  :  Cry  to  him 
for  pardon,  in  the  blood  of  Chrift  ;  and  for  grace 
and  Rrength  to  ferve  him  acceptably,  by  a  right  dif- 
chargeofyour  relpedive  duties,  in  each  Ration  and 
circumRance  of  life,  as  well  as  by  a  due  performance 
of  the  feveral  offices  of  devotion.— -Confider  your 
many  fins  of  commijjion,  according  to  their  refpe^tive 
natures  and  aggravations.  Confefs  them  before 
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Cjoc]  ;  and  confefs  the  innumerable  multitude  whit] 
were  unoblerved  when  committed,  or  forpottei 
tince.— .Endeavour  to  imprefis  a  juft  fenfe  ofthei 
L1>  enormity  and  guilt,  upon  your  confcience 
tin  you  are  forced  to  groan  out  that  language  of  , 
repenting  foul  Innumerable  evils  have  compaffr 
me  about,  mine  iniquities  have  taken  hold  upon  me 
they  are  in  ore  than  the  hairs  of  my  head,  therefor , 
my  heart  faiieth  me .  Endeavor  to  bring  them  a! 

(thole  which  you  can  remember,  by  a  particular  e 
numeration  ;  thofe  which  you  cannot  remember 
by  a  general  confeflion)  to  the  fountain  fet  open  for 
jin  and for  uncle annefs^  Pray  for  faith,  and  endea- 
vor  to  truji  in  the  infinite  merits  of  the  Redeemer’* 
bloody  and  the  infinite  mercy  of  the  God  of  all  grace,' 
lor  a  i ree  pardon  of  all  your  fins,  how  extend ve  fo* 
ever  in  their  number,  how  great  foever  in  their  ag- 
gi  avations.  i  bus  endeavor  to  have  your  paft  ac¬ 
count  balanced  by  the  blood  of  Chrifh 


In  like  manner,  be  careful  to  review  the  defeats 
of  the  duties,  and  the  violations  of  the  precepts,  ol 
the  fecond table  of  the  moral  law*  Conlider  whether 
there  be  .  none  who  have  offered  you  injuries 
and  indignities  ;  and  fee  to  it,  that  from  your  heart 
you  forgive  them  their  trefpafles,  and  that  you  re¬ 
member  each  of  them  at  the  throne  of  grace,  feek- 
ing  mercy  for  them,  as  for  your  own  foul.  Confider 
what  differences  and  controverjies  you  have  main¬ 
tained  w  ith  any  man  ;  and  in  the  molt  kind  and  con- 
defeending  manner,  attempt  all  rea 'finable  methods 
Oi  re concmat  on,  commiting  the  cale  to  God  by  pray¬ 
er.  Confider,  whether  in  the  courfe  of  your  life 
you  have  not  fome  way  or  other  been  injurious  to 
your  neighbor  by  word  or  deed,  in  your  commerce 
or  converfation  ;  and  never  reft,  till  you  have  made 
reparation  and  fatisfattion,  if  any  thing  of  that  kind 
car*  be  remembered.  Confider  whether  there  be  no 


[  403  3 

enmity  y  or  rancor  of  fpirit,  no  prejudice  or  ill-will, 
harboured  in  your  breaft  againft  any  man  ;  and  ne¬ 
ver  reft  till  you  feel  an  univerfal  benevolence  to  eve¬ 
ry  individual  of  the  human  race,  and  have  that  love 
in  exercife,  which  is  th e  fulfilling  of  the  law.  Confi- 
der  whether  you  have  learned  of  Chrift  to  be  meek  and 
lowly  of  hearty  to  live  in  peace  and  kindnefs  ;  and  be 
excited  by  the  gentlenefs  of  Chriffi  to  maintain  the 
exercife  of  thofe  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  love,  joy,  peace , 
long  fuffering ,  gentlenefs ,  good hefs ,  meeknefs ,  tempe¬ 
rance*  Confider  whether  you  have  pra&ifed  fuffr- 
cient  liberality  towards  the  poor  and  indigent  ;  and 
confult  how  you  may  now  fo  cafi  your  bread  upon  the 
water ,  as  to  find  it  again  after  many  days .  And  in 
a  word,  feek  pardon  through  the  blood  of  Chrift  for 
all  your  paft  defeats;  and  confult  how  you  may,  for 
the  future,  render  yourfelf  the  moil  extenfive  blef- 
fing  to  the  world,  while  you  live  in  it. 

5.  Be  very  careful,  faithfully  to  difcharge  the  re- 
fpedtive  duties  of  the  feveral  relations  you  ltiftaib.— 
God  having  placed  you,  fir,  in  a  ftation  of  public 
trufi,  he  calls  upon  you  in  the  language  of  Jeholha- 
phat  to  his  judges  :  Take  heed  what  ye  do ,  for  you 
judge  not  for  man ,  but  for  the  Lordy  who  is  with  you 
in  the  judgment ;  therefore  now  let  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  be  upon  you ,  take  heed  and  do  it.  It  would  be 
arrogance  in  me,  to  pretend  to  direct  you  in  the 
particular  duties  of  your  honorable  ftation  ;  and  the 
particular  methods  ot  difeharging  them. — It  is  your 
concern,  in  the  execution  of  your  truft,  to  approve 
yourfelf  a  minifler  of  God  to  his  people  for  their  good  ; 
a  terror ,  not  to  good  works ,  but  to  the  evil  ;  the  pa¬ 
tron  and  defender  of  the  opprefted  and  injured,  and 
an  impartial  reftrainer  and  punifher  of  the  vicious 
and  immortal  ;  a  fhining  pattern  of  a  regular  life  • 
and  one  that  feek?  the  welfare  of  your  people* 
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Allaw  me  further  to  obferve, 

As  you  are  1  ike  wife  remarkabfv  bleffed  in  youi 
conjugal  relation,  that  a  full  compliance  with  the  law; 
of  Cbrijlianity  will  greatly  add  to  your  mutual  hap. 
pincfs.  I  do  not  mean  by  this,  to  recommend  to  you 
mat  love,,  tender  affeftion,  and  moil  obliging  kind, 
Ije^sj  vvhich  the  word  of  God  enjoins  upon  all  in  that 
j  elation  ;  and  which  is  fo  absolutely  neceffary  to  all 
iucn,  in  order  to  their  prefent  comfort  or  future  hap» 
pinels  :  fince  in  thefe  things  you  have  pra&ically  de¬ 
clared  to  the  world,  that  you  Stand  in  no  need  of  a 
monitor.  But  what  I  would  particularly  offer  to 
your  consideration,  is,  that  the  foul  is  the  principal 
parr  of  human  nature  ;  and  consequently  the  princi¬ 
pal  ohjefi  of  love  and  regard,  in  that  near  and  inti¬ 
mate  relation — It  fhould  therefore  be  the  chief  care 
of  thofe  who  are  thus  nearly  united,  to  live  toge¬ 
ther  as  fellow -heir  s  of  the  grace  of  life ,  to  affdl,  coun¬ 
sel,  quicken  and  comfort  one  another  ,  in  the  ways  of 
God  and  godlinefs  ;  and  to  confult  all  proper’ mew 
•thods  to  promote  each  other’s  Spiritual  and  eternal 
welfare — Thus  the  bands  of  union  and  motives  of 
deareM  affeftion  will  be  mere  than  doubled.  This 
will  render  Such  perfons  bleflings  to  each  other  in¬ 
deed  ;  and  lay  a  foundation  for  joy  to  all  eternity. 

Yon  are  peculiarly  favored  with,  regard  to  a  plea- 
fant  and  delightful  offsprings  And  upon  the  birth  of 
each  of  your  children,  the  Lord  does  (as  it  were)  fay 
unto  you,  as  Pharoah’s  daughter  to  Mofes’  mother, 
Take  this  child ,  and  nurfs  it  for  me — You  fhould  ac¬ 
cordingly  take  early  care,  to  endeavor  the  forming 
their  minds  to  the  knowledge,  fear,  and  Service  of 
God. --You  fhould  not  only  teach  them  their  Cate- 
chifm ,  whereby  a  Summary  of  chriftian  doddrines 
may  be  laid  up  in  their  memories  ;  but  Study  in  a 
plain  eafy,  and  familiar  manner,  to  adapt  your  in- 
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ftru&ions  to  their  underdandings,  and  endeavor  to 
acquaint  them  with  the  great  things  of  their  eter¬ 
nal  peace.  You  Ihould  endeavor  not  only  to  give 
them  a  doctrinal,  but  a  practical  acquaintance  with 
the  duties  of  Chriftianity  ;  and  as  foon  as  poflible, 
put  them  upon  the  Hated  exercife  of  religious  duty. 
You  Ihould  in  the  mod:  kind  affectionate  manner  pol- 
fible,  endeavour  to  redxain  their  vicious  inclinations 
and  practices,  and  inftil  into  them  principles  of  re¬ 
verence  to  the  aged,  of  honor  and  gratitude  to  their 
parents,  of  kindnefs  and  love  to  one  another,  and 
of  piety  and  mercy  to  the  indigent  and  diflreffed. — 
You  Ihould  vvith  conftanl  and  importunate  ardor  of 
foul,  wreftle  with  God  for  their  fpiritual  welfare  ; 
and  even  ‘  travel  in  birth,  to  fee  Chriff  formed  in 
their  fouls.’  This  is  the  way  to  make  them  indeed 
bleffings  in  their  generation,  to  make  them  happy 
while  they  live,  happy  when  they  die,  and  happy 
forever.  By  this  means  therefore,  fhew  that  you 
love  them  indeed.  j 

To  this  I  muff  add,  that  you  are  under  a  like  ob¬ 
ligation  to  take  care  of  the  fouls  of  you rfervants,  as 
of  your  children  ;  and  in  like  manner  to  indrinfc 
them,  and  to  imprefs  upon  their  minds  the  vad:  con¬ 
cerns  of  eternity.  For  you  Ihould  always  remem¬ 
ber,  that  the  foul  of  your  meaneft  Have  is  of  more 

value  than  this  whole  world . 

\ 

I  lhall  only  fubjoin  under  this  head,  that  you  fuf- 
tain  the  character  of  a  neighbor ,  unto  which  are  ma¬ 
ny  duties  annexed.  The^ccryou  have  always  with 
you,  to  whom  you  owe  charitable  and  compalfion- 
ate  relief. — You  have  frequent  ocxalions  of  conver- 
fo.tm 7,  which  Ihould  be  good  to  the  ufe  of  edifying;, 

that  you  may  admin  jier  grace  to  the  hearers _ You 

have  Ipecial  intereft  in  and  induence  upon  many  ; 
this  you  ihould  improve  with  care,  for  their  fpirit- 
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ual  advantage — Yon  will  find  frequent  cccafion  to 
exhort  and  reprove  others,  which  fhould  be  done 
With  fuch  unafFefted  ferioufnefs  and  kindnefs,  con- 
defcenlion  and  humility,  as  will  both  touch  the  con- 
Icience,  and^  engage  the  afFedions  ;  and  thereby 
nave  a  prolped:  of  fuccefs — In  fine,  you  fhould 
watch  for  opportunities  to  do  what  fervice  you  can 
ooth  to  the  bodies  and  fouls  of  your  neighbors  ;  and 
thereby  fulfil  the  royal  law  of  love* 

6.  .Walk  by  rule ,  in  an  exad  obfervance  of  fated 
devotions .  We  are  exhorted  to  walk  circumfpeddly , 
redeeming  the  time  ;  to  be  always  abounding  in  the 
%uork  of  the  Lord  ;  doing  the  duty  of  every  day ,  in 
its  day  ;  of  every  feafon,  in  its"  fe  a  foil.  Arid  to 
time  things  to  the  belt  advantage,  to  methodize 
tilings  well,  and  be  fteady  to  fome  certain  rules  of 
proceedings,  will  very  much  befriend  a  life  of  reli¬ 
gion.  W  e  are  counfelled  to  be  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord 
all  the  day  long  ;  to  pray  without  ceafing,  and  to  me¬ 
ditate  on  C>od  s  law  day  and  night •  -Nothing  can  b10 
of  greater  importance  to  our  prefen t  or  future  hap- 
prnefs  than  a  careful  compliance with  thefe  divine 
precepts. 

You  fhould  therefore  begin  the  day  with  God. 
When  you  wake  in  the  morning,  let  God  have  your 
firft  thoughts.  Lift  up  your  heart  to  him,  with 
thankfulnefs  for  the  preservation  of  the  night  ; 
and  in  iuppheation  to  him  for  his  prefence  with  you, 
in  the  duties  of  the  fucceeding  day. — After  fuch 
ejaculations,  before  you  rife  from  bed,  you  will  do 
w  ell  to  conflder  with  yourfelf,  what  are  the  duties 
before  you  this  day,  whereby  God  may  be  moil 
glorified,  your  fpiritual  interests  bed  fubferved,  and 
you  mod  uleful  in  your  generation.  —  Whilft  ari- 
dng  from  bed  and  drclhng  yourfelf,  entertain  me¬ 
dications  upon  fubjefts  fuited  to  the  occulion,  fuch 
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as  the  neceffity  of  your  refurreftion  from  fpiritual 
death,  or  the  certainty  and  confequences  of  the  final 
refurreftion  at  the  great  day  of  Chrid’s  appearing 
and  kingdom  ;  the  neceffity  of  your  being  clothed 
with  the  righteoulnefs  of  Chrift  ;  or  the  glorious 
livery,  in  which  you  hope  to  appear  before  the  tri¬ 
bunal  of  your  judge,  when  you  fhall  Hiine  as  the 
firmament,  and  as  the  liars  for  ever  and  ever* 
Thefe,  or  fuch  like  meditations,  a  variety  whereof 
will  readily  offer  to  your  mind,  may  be  an  excellent 
means  to  put  your  foul  into  a  proper  frame  for  the 
duties  before  you. 

When  rifen  from  bed,  retire  as  foon  as  you  con* 
veniently  can  into  your  clofet.-—  Read  fome  portion 
of  the  word  of  God  ;  mixing  it  with  faith,  giving 
a  clofe  attention,  making  devout  reflections,  and 
occalional  ejaculations  of  prayer  and  praife,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  fubjeft-matter  you  are  entertained  with* 
—After  reading,  paufe  awhile,  and  endeavor  to  af- 
feft  your  mind  with  lively  impreffions  of  the  infinite 
perfections  of  the  glorious  Majefty  before  whom 
you  are  approaching.  Lift  up  your  eyes  to  God, 
with  fervent  afpirations  after  the  influences  of  his 
bleffed  Spirit,  to  i  help  your  infirmities/  to  ‘  teach 
you  to  pray/  as  you  ought  ;  and  to  ‘  make  inter- 
ceflions  for  you,  with  groanings  which  cannot  be 
uttered. ? — Thus  in  the  name  of  C hrifb  bow  your 
knees  before  God,  with  an  awful  fenfe  of  the  infi¬ 
nite  diftance  between  him  and  you,  and  of  your  in¬ 
tire  unworthinefs  of  his  favour  ;  yet  with  a  humble 
hope  and  confidence  in  his  infinite  grace  and  mercy 
in  Chrifl  :  and  keep  up  a  drift  and  continual  guard 
over  your  thoughts  and  afteftions,  that  they  do  not 
wander  from  the  bufinefs  before  you,  and  render 
the  duty  a  mere  fuperficial  lip- fer vice. 

From  your  clofet  proceed  to  the  duties  of  family* 

K  k 
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vjorjbip.  Call  your  whole  houfholcl  together  ;  Jet 
none  be  abfent.  Read  a  chapter  in  the  facred  Bi¬ 
ble  ;  and  1  would  advife  you  commonly  to  read  in 
eourfe,  that  the  whole  word  of  God  may  be  read  in 
your  family.  Perhaps  it  may  bean  agreeable  prac¬ 
tice,  and  mod  for  edification,  to  read  in  the  Old 
Pe (lament  one  part  of  the  day,  and  in  the  New  Tef- 
tament  the  other. — 1  would  advife  you  to  fing  part 
of  a  pfalm  ;  and  then  pray  with  your  family. 
Which  done,  gravely  difmifs  them  to  their  refpec- 
ti vc*  fecular  occafions. 


Having  thus  carried  yonrfelf  and  family  through 
the  morning,  Sacrifices,  do  not  fnppofe,  that  you  are 
now  chicharged  from  all  religious  and  fpiritual  con¬ 
cerns,  until  the  return  of  the  dated  times  of  di¬ 
vine  worfhip  ;  but  keep  your  foul  diligently ,  dudy  to 
preserve  and  cheriih  fiili  a  fpiritual  frame. — Inter¬ 
mix  fri;que.nt  occafional  meditations  and  ejaculations, 
with  all  the  budnefs  you  are  engaged  in — After 
dinner ,  1  would  advife  you  to  retire  again  into  yonr 
cloft  for  foine  exercifes  of  devotion. — Imitate  Da¬ 
vid  and  Daniel  in  the  frequency  of  your  fecret  re¬ 
tirements  ;  and  make  it  your  dated  rule,  at  evening , 
in  the  morning }  and  at  noon  to.  pray ,  and  to  let  Cod 
hear  your  voice* 


Chule  (oine  convenient  time  .every  clay  for  reli¬ 
gious  meditation^  and  folemn  refledJton.  Daily  fpend 
half' an  hour,  at  lead,  in  this  ufeful  and  delightful 
employment  ;  and  more,  when  your  eircumdances 
v'.  ill  allow  it.  Let  the  time  be  dated  ;  and  let  no 
ordinal  y  avocation  prevent  your  duly  attending 
upon  this  exercife,  at  the  return  of  the  appointed 
feafon.  Perhaps  experience  will  teach  you,  with 
the  Patriarch  liaac,  to  ch'oofe  the  evening  for  this 
fervice.  —  But  this  depends  upon  the  refpeflivc  bufi- 
nefs  and  tircumdautes  of  life,  and  d’ilpofitioiis  of 
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mind,  of  each  particular  perfon. — The  whole  word 
of  God  will  afford  you  matter  for  your  meditation  ; 
that  you  have  a  large  Held  before  you,  enough  to 
keep  you  happily  employed  to  all  eternity  :  But  the 
perfe&ions  of  the  Divine  nature,  the  aflonifhing 
work  of  redemption  by  Jefus  C  drift’,  the  glorious 
excellency  of  his  perfon,  and  the  wonderful  ben¬ 
efits  of  his  falvation,  the  incomparable  glories  of 
the  heavenly  world,  the  precioufnefs  of  your  foul, 
with  its  various  wants,  and  the  like,  fhould  be  the 
mo  ft  common,  as  they  are  the  molt  important  fub- 
jefts  of  your  contemplation — Engage  in  tins  bu fi¬ 
ll  e  fs ,  as  in  the  prefence  of  God,  call  in  your  thoughts 
from  every  foreign  concern,  and  keep  them  cloldy 
engaged.  Deeply  mufe,  until  the  fire  burns  :  Me¬ 
dicate  on  divine  and  eternal  things,  till  they  become 
real  and  vifible  to  the  eyys  of  your  mind  ;  even  till 
your  foul  is  brought  (if  it  pieafes  God)  to  the  top 

of  Pifgah,  and  ro  a  view  of  the  heavenly  Canaan - 

Bin  I  need  not  infill  upon  the  methods  of  perform¬ 
ing  this  duty.  By  a  faithful  and  Heady  attendance 
upon  it,  you r  experience  will  quickly  teach  you  the 
bed  manner  of  its  performance. 

And  now  being  brought  to  the  cl  fie  of  the  day, 
end  it  as  you  began  it,  with  refpebt  to  the  duties 
both  o f  your  cl o fie t  and  family.  —  And  when  you  be¬ 
take  yourfelf  to  your  rej C,  review  the  conduct  of 
the  day  pad  ;  and  confider  what  matter  or  repent¬ 
ance,  or  of  thankfgiving,  is  thereby  before  you.— 
Solemnly  interrogate  yourfelf,  whether  you  are  fit 
to  die,  and  what  your  Hate  is  like  to  prove,  if  you 
this  night  fhould  awake  in  the  eternal  world.  \  our 
anfwer  to  this  momentous  queftion  mult  cither 
excite  your  diligence  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come  ; 
or  animate  your  love  and  gratitude  to  God,  and  your 
zeal  for  his  fervice,  in  hope  of  the  glory  to  be  re¬ 
vealed.  To  conclude,  endeavor  to  improve  your 
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paling  mimics  bn  yonr  bed  (whether  before  you 
Uii.  aileep,  or  when  you  /hall  awake  in  'the 
n5pu)  151  r£bgious  and  divine  meditation.  — So, 
w;)eu  you  wake  and  rife  in  the  morning,  flill  he 
i-Jiib  God .  h  J 


1  bus  1  have  fet  b tforc  you  a  method  of  filling  up 
your  time  with  duty  ;  with  ftich  duties,  as  will  eve- 
fy  one  of  them  tend  to  promote  your  prog  refs  to 
vernal  bhfs — And  I  need  now  only  further  nut 
you  in  mind,  that  befides  thefe  daily  exercifes  of  re- 
J-gion,  there  rre  feafon^s  wherein  the  whole  day 
mould  be  taken  up  in  the 'immediate  fervice  of  God  ; 
excepting  when  we  are  called  off  by  works  of  necef- 
bty  and  mercy — Such  as  the  Lord's  dsy  which 
ought  to  be  fo  firictly  fandtified,  that  we  IhoulcTnot 
y°  n)tich  as  allow  olirfelves  to  think  our  own 
l  noughts,  or  to  fpeak  our  own  words — Such  are 
uKewile  occafionai  days  of  humiliation  and  thankfgi - 
*''}ng9  wbich  the  Scripture  calls  our  Sabbaths .  The 
i  t  tqu^nt  and  devout  celebration  of  thefe  days  may 
Prove  of  eminent  ufefnlnefs  to  promote  the  life  and 
power  of  Godlinefs — The  feripfures  do  nor  indeed 
cinSt  how  often  thefe  fhould  be  attended.  They 
?re  a  free-will  offering  :  and  the  (fate  of  vour  foul, 
v-'.tli  the  difpenfations  of  providence  towards  your- 
*  )  ,  f  ^  or  the  church  of  God  ;  and  the  re- 

ipeflive  bndnefs, whether  temporal  or  fpiritual, which 
you  have  before  you  will  be  a  fufficient  direction,  as 
the  time  and  manner  of  performing  thefe  duties. 


I  would  iuggefl  here  one  thing  more  :  you  would 
do  Wifely  to  keep  an  exabl  account  in  writing,  of 
your  daily  expence  of  time  —  Before  you  go  to  bed, 
recollect  and  record  (ar  lead:  in  fome  brief  hints) 
the  bufinefs  you  have  done,  the  duties  performed, 
the  mercies  received,  the  frames  of  yonr  foul,  the 
iilnenlations  of  providence,  with  the  fins  and  im- 
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perfections  of  the  day  pad*  Let  this  be  done  fo, 
•  that  you  yourfelf,  upon  a  review,  can  under  ItsM-rf ; 
though  there  may  be  feme  occurrences  requiring  a 
veil  of  obfeurity  to  be  thrown  over  them,  that  they 
may  not  be  ufuierftood  by  others,  if  evei  youi  pa¬ 
pers  Ihould  fall  into  their  hands — By  this  means, 
you  may  always  have  before  you, what  Ipeciai  refer- 
mation  is  wanting,  what  ipeciai  obligations  yot-*  ai  e 
under  to  God  j  and  what  proficiency  you  make  in 
the  fchool  of  Chjift* 


7.  Walk  by  faith  in  the  fon  of  God.  Whatever 
you  do,  let  faith  in  Chrift  be  kept  in  daily  exercife, 
and  run  through  all  your  duties  from  fhnl  to  jafb 
I  have  adapted  my  former  directions  to  that  Bate  of 
fufpence ,  which  you  are  in,  with  refpect  to  your 
converiion  to  God.  “  You  have  fometimes  (you 
tell  me)  refrefhing  and  encouraging  hope,  that  you 
have  had  fome  experience  of  thpfe  marks  of  con¬ 
verting  grace,  which  I  have  deferibed.’’  Be  it  then 
fuppofed  (as  I  trull  there  is  ground  to  fuppofe)  tnat 
the  hope  you  have  at  times  is  well  founded  ;  in  this 
-cafe,  your  compliance  with  thefc  directions  is  the 
heft  means  of  a  fuccefsful  and  delightful  progress 
towards  your  heavenly  inheritance*  but  you  com¬ 
plain  that  “  You  often  conflict  with  diftrefling 
doubts  and  fears,  that  the  prevalence  of  your  cor¬ 
ruptions,  the  formality  and  hypocrity  of  your  du- 
ties,  and  the  dead  carnal  frames  which  you  feci  in 
yourfelf  too  frequently,  are  utterly  inoonfiflent  wnn 
well-grounded  hopes  of  a  renewed  and  hmfh-ied 
foul.”  Were  your  cafe  indeed  according  to  your 
fears,  what  better  method  could  be  propofed,  than 
to  attend  the  directions  here  given,  in  order  to  leek 
after  the  renewing  influences  of  the  hunt  of  God  ? 


But  I  mnft  obferve  to  you,  there  it  one  thing  that 
ss  eminently  of  importance,  and  which  ice  ns  yet 

.  K.  k  2 
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'Wtlnf  •"  °rik7  t0  y°ur  maintaining  a  heaven!, 
>T>rtverfation  and  a  comfortable  walk  withGof- 

o  .vaU  with  Cocl,  is  to  walk  in  Chrift,  and  to  h-v< 

f  f  in  the  flejh,  be’ by  the  faith  0 

hc  Jt  is  by  faith,  in  Chrift,  that  w< 

h.  e  accels  to  the  throne  of  grace.  ‘By  whorr 

?  °n,  S't  "f  ?M{  »•?  >W«  Sr«/, „■  he” 

,  "el-  ,nci,  horn.  V.  2 — It  is  by  faith  in  Chrin- 

God  °U <  w!  i  ‘T<!  f"vices  find  acceptance  with 

eC  »  W';  ht°  h‘Th-'!7de;’?  fc,cePfeci  ^  the  belov. 

’’  *T‘’  '•  6'  11  ls  °y  faith  m  Chrift,  that  our 

corruptions  are  mortified,  and  our  hearts  deanfed. 

7;-'/yiV  -a  hS“riS  hyfaitb>  Ads  xv-  9-  It  is  by 

ju.tt Jin  Chrift,  that  we  are  enabled  to  tread  the 
v  oi  hi  and  ins  idol-vasmties  under  our  feet.  ‘  And 
t.us  is  tne  viftory  that  overcoineth  the  world  even 
O'.ir  f;u:h.  I  John  v.  4.  It  is  by  faith,  that  we 
rnmy  the  cor,  o  anons  ar  d  pleafures  of  a  religious 
Il!e-  VV  have  I0!’  and  Peace  in  believing,’  Horn. 
* V-  )  3‘  ^  !S  by  faith  in  Chrift,  and  by  our  ‘  hold- 

:rg  fait  our  confidence  firm  unto  the  end  ’  that  we 
are  rendered  (table  and  ftedfaft  in  our  religions 
coni  .e.  and  enabled  to  perfevere  to  the  end.  <  Thou 
’’J  f‘t  th  =  Be  not  high  minded,  but  fear  ’ 
horn.  xi.  — It  it  by  faith,  that  we  obtain  the 
ieahr  as  o:  the  h.eUeo  fpirit,  and  the  tarneft  of  our  fu- 
fat  e  mot  marcc.  ‘  In  whom  alfo,:ifter  that  ye  believ. 
ro,  ye  wt  re  boded  with  that  holy  fpirit  of  protnife* 
v.  !m  h  is  t  he  t  arncftof  our  inheritance.  Eph.  I.  ,  , / 

/.  nd  it;  a  u  end, it  is  by  faith,  that  we  keep  the  mark  for 
trie  pnste  of  cur  high  calling  in  view,  and  are  aftuated 
it)  the  diligent  puiluit  of  the  recompence  of  reward, 
‘hail  his  the  luiiftance  of  things  hoped  for  ;  and 

tun  f'loence  of  things  not  feen,’  Hcb.  xi.  i _ 

?.  bos  you  fee,  tint  if  you  would  walk  with  God  you 
u  till  walk  by  faith  in  the  Son  of  CV.-dfere  t’bere- 
ftu  r  it  feciiis  needful  to  give  you  fonie  .slain  and  fa. 
miliar  directions. 
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And  I  would  fir  ft  direft  you  to  look  to  Jefus  as  ike 
author  and  fniJJjer  of  your  faith — You  are  (you 
fay)  uncertain ,  whether  you  have  a  true  faith,  or 
not  Vy  Look  then  to  this  fountain  of  all  grace,  to 
get  your  doubts  removed,  to  be  freed  from  this  un¬ 
comfortable  fufpence  of  mind,  and  to  be  fenfiibly, 
as  well  as  really,  united  to  that  glorious  head  of  all 
fpiritual  influences.  Be  frequently  lifting  up  your 
foul  to  him,  with  fuch  afpiratioris  as  thefe.  “  Blef- 
fed  JesUs  !  Thou  knoweft  the  diftrafting  doubts 
and  fears,  I  am  exercifed  with  ;  and  my  perplexing 
uncertainty  of  an  intereft  in  and  union  unto  thee 
by  faith*  A  difficulty,  which  thou  only  canft  re¬ 
move,  by  the  operations  of  thy  holy  fpirit.  Thou 
haft  invited  me  to  come  unto  thee ,  to  buy  wine  and 
milk  without  money  and  without  price  ;  arid  to  take 
of  the  waters  of  lif e freely*  O  Lord,  I  define  I  re- 
folve  to  comply  with  the  gracious  invitation.  Lord 
/would  believe:  Help  thou  mine  unbelief.  Thou  haft 
promifed,  that  it  1  come  unto  thee,  thou  will  in  no 
wife  caft  me  out.  Lord  1  would  come  at  thy  call. 
Draw  me,  and  1  fh all  run  after  thee .  Thou  did  ft 
■come  to  feck  and  to  fave  that  which  was  lojl  ;  and  to 
call fnners  to  repentance.  As  a  loft  periling  (in¬ 
ner,  I  would  therefore  look  unto  thee  for  pardon, 
fanftification,  and  eternal  falvatiom  Thou  only  ha/} 
the  vjords  of  eternal  life.  To  thee,  therefore,  I  re¬ 


pair,  as  to  the  fountain  of  life,  and  the  foundation 


of  all  in y  nope,  tn at  of  thy  fulnefs  1  may  receive, 

even  grace  for  grace.  Here  is  my  laft  refuge _ - 

Look,  blefied  Lord,  upon  a  poor  guilty  polluted 
fnu;  !  Replemfh  me  with  thy  grace.  Give  me  that 
faith,  whereby  1  may  comply  with  thy  gracious  in¬ 
vitations,  rely  upon  thy  precious  promiles  ;  and  de¬ 
rive  ail  ftipplies  of  grace  from  the  inexhauftible  trea¬ 
sury  of  thy  grace  and  goodnefs*** 


You  mu  ft  endeavour,  like  wife,  to  aft  faith  to 
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Chrift  for  your  juftification,  and  for  your  acceptance 
with  God  in  the  duties  of  religon  ;  to  rely  upon 
him  as  the  Lord  your  right eoufnsfs  ;  and  to  make  men¬ 
tion  of  his  right  eouftefs ,  even  of  that  only .  I  have 
fpoken  particularly  to  this  in  forne  of  my  former  let¬ 
ters  ;  to  which  I  /hall  only  add,  You  mu  ft  approach 
the  prefence  of  God  under  a  deep  impreflion  of  your 
guilt,  pollution,  and  Huworthinefs,  and  yet  with  a 
huifible  dependence  upon  the  infinite  merit  and 
righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  for  accefs  unto  God  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  acceptance  in  the  beloved. — You  muft 
live  in  a  humble  confidence  in  Chrift,  as  the  propiti¬ 
ation  for  your  fins  ;  as  your  continual  advocate  w  th 
the  Father  ;  and  as  a  conftant  fource  of  right eoufnefs 
and ftrengtb  to  your  foul-  And  all  your  expectations 
of  pardoning,  famdifying,  and  faving  mercy  muft  be 
-derived  only  from'Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  oar  hope,  the 
hope  of  Ifraeiy  and  the  Saviour  thereof 


You  muft  alfo  a<?c  faith  in  Chrift  for  qnickning, 
and  firengthening,  as  well  asjuftifying  grace. — Do 
your  corruptions  prevail  ?  Bring  them  to  the  crofs 
of  Chrift*  Look  to  and  humbly  depend  upon  the 
law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefusy  to  make  you 
j ree  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death*-— -Do  dead,  carnal, 
or  formal  frames  prevail  upon  you  ?  Strive  to  quick¬ 
en  your  foul  by  enlivening  meditations  on  the  ama¬ 
zing  tr  an  factions  of  redeeming  love  ;  and  firmly 
rely  upon  Chrift,  for  the  quickening  influences  of 
his  Ipifit.  You  will  always  find  your  foul  enliven¬ 
ed,  your  graces  invigorated,  and  your  affedions 
f p i ritualised,  in  proportion  to  your  humble,  heady, 
chearful  dependence  upon  Chiift  for  all  thole  Lip- 
plies  of  grace  you  (land  in  need  of. — Thus  then, 
wait  upon  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  :  and  be  of  good 
courage  ;  and  he  Jhall  ftrenglhen  thine ,  heart*  IV ait. 9 
/ fay9  on  the  Lord .  So  fh ill  you  mount  up  with 
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wings  as  the  eagle,  you  Jhall  run  and  not  he  vjeTtry^f  ' 
you  ft:  all  walk,  and  not  faint . 

I  will  only  fubjoin,  that  you  muft  live  by  faith  un¬ 
der  all  your  various  circumftances  of  life,  and  under 
all  the  different  difpenfations  of  God’s  holy  provi¬ 
dence.  Are  you  in  the  dark,  and  under  inward 
trials  ■  Remember;  that  we  walk  by  faith,  not  by 
fight .  Be  humbled,  but  not  difcouraged,  by  vour 
‘deadnefs,  darknefs,  temptations,  or  corruptions  :  for 
however  your  fpiritual  frames,  affections,  cr  difpo- 
iitions  of  foul  may  change,  yet  Chrift  Jefus  is  the 
fame,  ye fterddy,  to-day ,  and  forever;  and  may  be 
iafely  trufted  for  deliverance,  how  diflreffmg  foever 
your  condition.  Hence,  when  you  walk  in  darknefs, 
and  fee  no  light  ;  yet  trufi  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,- 
and  (by  faith-  in  Chrift)  ft  ay  yourfelf  upon  your  God . — 
Are  you  under  outward  afflictions,  and  ad verfe  dif¬ 
penfations  of  providence  ?  Aft  faith  in  the  prorni- 
fes ;  all  of  which  are  in  Chrijt  Tea ,  and  in  him  Amen, 
to  the  glory  of  God  :  and  humbly  hope,  that  accord¬ 
ing  to  God’s  gracious  promife  all  things  Jhall  work 
together  for  your  good  ;  and  that  your  light  affliction 
which  is  but  for  a  moment ,  will  work  for  you  a  far 
more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory* — But  you 
are  in  doubt  about  your  intereft  in  the'pronnfes  : 
well,  let  your  hearty  acceptance  of  C h rift,  and  your 
humble  dependence  upon  the  promifes  in  him,  re¬ 
move  your  doubts.  Adi  always  under  the  influence 
of  this  rnixiin,  that  ic  you  cannot  trufi  too  little  to 
yourfelf,  nor  too  much  to  Chrifl-’5 — To  conclude, 
If  you  want  fpiritual  life,  Chrift  Jefus  is  our  life  : 
You  muft  look  to  and  depend  upon  him  for  it — If 
you  want  light,  he  alfo  is  the  light  of  men  ;  and  his 
Spirit  mufi  be  a  word  behind  you,  faying,  This  is  the 
way,  walk  you  in  it . — If  you  want  comfort,  your  con - 
folation  muft  be  in  Chrijt  ;  and  you  muft  rejoice  in 
Chrift  Jefus ;  without  confidence  in  the  Would 
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jfott  live  near  to  God  ?  Draw  near  with  a  full  cilji 
ance  of  faith*  Would  you  have  a  victory  over  t 
fling  and  terror  of  death?  You  mud:  be  deliver 
from  this  bondage ,  and  obtain  the  vidory ,  throu 
Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord .  Would  you  live  in  t 
profpect  of  a  blefied  immorality  >  Chrift  in  y 
is  the  hope  of  glory.  Thus  to  live  is  Chrift ,  and  th 
to  die  is  gain:  Gain  unlpeakable  !  To  depart  and 
be  with  Chrift ,  which  is  far  better  than  to  abide 
the  flejh,  under  the  happied  circumftances  of  li 
even  amidd  all  the  honours,  pleafures  and  riches 
this  vain  perifhing  world. 

Thus  I  have  given  you  feme  brief  general  hir 
concerning  that  walk  with  Cod,  which  he  who  wou 
be  a  Chrift ian  indeed,  and  would  polTefs  the  peace 
God  in  his  foul,  lliould  endeavour  to  maintain. - 
Your  own  experience  in  the  divine  life  will  tea! 
you  how  to  improve  upon  thefe  dire&ions ;  and 
make  a  continual  progrefs,  from  grace  to  grace,  ai 
from  flrength  to  dr.ength,  till  you  come  to  the.pe 
fection  of  grace  in  glory. 

Now,  that  the  God  of  all  grace  may  grant  you  t{ 
fupply  of  the  Spirit  of  Jefus  Chrift  in  his  fandifyiii 
quickening.,  and  comforting  influences  ;  and  that  h 
would  guide  you  by  his  counfel ,  and  keep  you  by  J: 
'power  through  filth  unto  falvation ,  is  the  prayer  of, 

Si  r, 

Your  fincere  Friend, 

And  Servant——*— 

F  I  N  ,  -I  .  S. 
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